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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) gonti nued)

Second periodic report of Sweden (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 4;
CRC/C/ Q SWE/2; written replies of the Government of Sweden to the questions
raised in the list of issues) (continued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of
Sweden took places at the Committee table

2. M s. SARDENBERG sai d that the Governnent of Sweden's decision to

i ntroduce human rights considerations into nultilateral and bilatera

assi stance agreements was an i nportant step that she hoped other Governments
would follow. It would be useful to know if any evaluation of the Ofice of
the Children's Orbudsman had been carried out in Sweden, and whether the new
supervi sory nechanismof the Mnistry of Health and Social Affairs was a
nmonitoring or coordinating nmechanism or both. Had that mechani sm eval uated
t he i npact of governnent programmes on children?

3. Few countries were able to provide precise figures on the portion of
their budgets allocated for children, an inportant issue under article 4 of
the Convention. \What was the status of the Swedish children's budget,
announced in 1995? It would be useful to know whether the Governnment of
Sweden exam ned the inmpact of nmacroeconon c policies on children.

4, Since her question on the subject at the previous neeting had not been
answered, she once again asked whether Sweden had taken steps to translate the
Convention into mnority | anguages, or had produced a sinplified version for
speci al i zed groups.

5. More i nformati on woul d be wel come regardi ng refugee children who were in
hi ding in Sweden: what neasures, if any, had been taken to protect their

ri ghts under the Convention? It would also be useful to know whet her
unacconpani ed refugee children and the children of refugee fanmlies were still
bei ng deni ed pl acement in day-nurseries.

6. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the del egati on of Sweden to reply to those
guestions as well as to any questions that remai ned unanswered fromthe
previ ous mneeting.

7. M. SVENSSON ( Sweden) said that Government departnments had been
instructed to analyse all their decisions in the light of the best interests
of the child. The budget estimates for 1999 anpbunted to SKr 700 billion;
about 20 per cent, or SKr 130 billion, had been allocated for various kinds of
support for children.

8. The question whether all children, including refugee and unacconpani ed
refugee children, should be provided with day care had been much debated in
his country. The right of all children to equal treatnent was, of course,
protected by the Convention; the problemwas an econom c one. The

Prime Mnister had recently announced to Parlianment that all children would be
provided with day-care services as soon as possible.
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9. Hi s Government had provided training in Convention rights to teachers
and educational staff in the public sector; the private sector would be the
next area tackled. |In the conmercial domain, sone private conpani es had taken

their own initiatives; a group of businesses had agreed not to sell goods and
cl othing produced by child | abour. Travel agencies throughout the Nordic
countries had agreed to provide information on the sexual exploitation of
children to all persons travelling to countries where sexual tourism was
practised, and educational video cassettes were being shown on conmerci al
aircraft.

10. Hi s Governnent held many neetings wi th non-governnmental organizations
(NGCs), both formal and informal, and took their views into account in the
drafting of all legislation. |In addition, associations of NGOs held neetings
to which representatives of the Governnment were invited. The relationship
bet ween the Government and NGOs resenbled a marriage: it was close,
conflictual, and variable.

11. Ms. JAHN (Sweden) said that the State Inheritance Fund had allocated
consi derabl e suns of noney to NGOs to enable themto dissem nate information
on the principles of the Convention. As part of its celebration of the tenth
anni versary of the Convention, Sweden was planning new public-information
measures, including activities in which children, including refugee and

di sabl ed children, would participate.

12. In reply to a question about traditional practices, she had already
expl ai ned her Governnent's attitude towards the practice of female genita
mutilation. The Government was al so assessing male circunctision, with a view
to ensuring that the rel evant regul ati ons were conpati ble with the Conventi on.

13. The question of inculcating an understanding of article 12 was a
difficult one, and required educating parents in the sense of its provisions.
There was no nechanismexplicitly devised to inplenment the terns of that
article, but the Swedish social welfare system provided counselling to
famlies in need of assistance. The Code of Parenthood and Guardi anship
accorded to parents the right and responsibility of making decisions about
their children's welfare, including nedical ones. As a child matured,
however, he was pernmitted an increasing say in matters that affected him

14. VWhen a very young child sought counselling, nedical or otherw se, it was
the duty of the counsellor to informthe parents. O der children were,
however, protected by the Secrecy Act, and their needs and interests were
considered to override the parent's right to information. Such decisions
were, of course, also made at the discretion of the counsellor.

15. Most of the legislation regulating administrative and judicial decisions
af fecting children incorporated provisions that reflected the terms of

article 12. Furthernore, CGovernnment funds were allocated on an ongoi ng basis
to programmes for the training of professionals. Although the Children's
Onbudsman did not receive conplaints directly fromchildren, an NGO had set up
a tel ephone hotline, which children could use when they needed assistance, and
whi ch offered personal guidance as well as assistance in directing their

conpl aints toward the appropriate institution. That hotline was well known to
children throughout Sweden.
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16. Ms. SAARI NEN ( Sweden) said that the Radio and Tel evision Act had been
anended to strengthen its provisions on violence, and broadcasts containing
vi ol ence were henceforth required to carry warnings. Coded and uncoded
broadcasts were also regulated. |In addition, the Council on Fictionalized
Vi ol ence had the task of coordinating national efforts to conbat harnfu
fictionalized violence. A conference was to be held at Stockholmin
February 1999 to di scuss ways of inculcating positive attitudes toward
sexual ity in young people. In addition, her Governnent intended to request
the National Institute of Public Health to survey young people's attitudes
toward sex and pornography.

17. Lastly, the Children's Orbudsman had, on his own initiative, undertaken
a public opinion survey and had | earned that nmost adults and children were
fam liar with the principles of the Convention; if the Commttee so desired,
it could be supplied with a detailed account of the survey's findings.

18. Ms. BACKLUND ( Sweden) said that the mninum age for marri age was 18, and
speci al perm ssion had to be requested of the local council to marry under
that age. Although the relevant |egislation applied to both Swedes and
foreigners, it also permitted a foreigner to marry under the |law of his
country of origin if that law differed fromthe Swedi sh one. Furthernore, a
Swedi sh citizen who had resided for not |less than two years in a foreign
country could marry in accordance with the laws of that country. As far as
she was aware, no |ocal council had ever given permssion to marry to a child
under the age of 15. Sweden was currently undertaking a broad overvi ew of
international famly law, which included the matter of the marriage age

19. Most practising | awers in Sweden were nenbers of the Swedi sh Bar
Associ ation, and could decide for thensel ves whether or not to undertake
further training. They could, if they so wi shed, participate in courses
offered by the office of the prosecutor.

20. Ms. SANDQVI ST (Sweden) said that, in principle, any child in Sweden,

i ncl udi ng an asyl um seeker, enjoyed the right to health care and socia

assi stance, even after his application to remain in that country had been
rejected, provided he maintained contact with the authorities. The Governnent
believed that to accord all the entitlenments under the Convention both to
children who absconded and to those who kept in contact with the authorities
woul d send an unfortunate signal. Furthernore, it was unreasonable to give
one authority the task of expediting an expul sion order and another the task
of fulfilling all entitlements under the Convention

21. The Governnent believed that the solution lay in discouraging famlies
fromgoing into hiding. It had accordingly instructed the National Board of
Health and Welfare and the National Inmmgration Board to attenpt to estimte
the number of children who were living in hiding and to anal yse why fam lies
went into hiding and the inpact of such conditions on the physical and
psychol ogi cal health of children. That report would be submtted in

March 1999

22. Ms. JAHN said that the Swedish Constitution protected the civil rights
and freedons of both Swedish citizens and foreigners. She regretted that the
report had not provided conprehensive information on that point.
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23. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the nenbers of the Conmttee to ask questions on
the subjects of fam |y environment and alternative care, basic health and

wel fare, education, leisure and cultural activities, and special protection
measures.

24, M. FULCI, noting that Sweden had acceded to the European Convention on
Recogni ti on and Enforcenent of Decisions concerning Custody of Children and
Restoration of Custody of Children and the Hague Convention on the Civi
Aspects of International Child Abduction, said it was comendabl e that Swedi sh
enbassi es devoted significant attention to the matter of recovering Swedi sh
children who had been abducted abroad by one of their parents. How w despread
was that phenonmenon? What approach was taken by the Swedi sh Government in
cases where a child was abducted to a country that was not a party to those
Conventions, and where | egal international renedies were thus not avail abl e?

25. Ms. MBA said that, although Sweden boasted an excellent health-care
system both substance abuse and suicide were increasing, especially anong
adol escents. Furthernmore, nost of the information regardi ng substance abuse
in the second periodic report was the sane as in the initial report. The
Comrmittee would like to have data di saggregated by age, gender, social and
national origin, and the substance used.

26. Simlarly, the information concerning the econom c exploitation of
children was essentially the same in both the initial and second reports. Had
the Governnent studied that phenonenon nore closely since the date of the
initial report? Although Swedish |egislation was undoubtedly excellent, the
Gover nnment shoul d provi de di saggregated data on the persistence of child

| abour as well as on any sanctions applied in the case of violations. What,
for instance, was the practice anong imigrants?

27. The Committee's concludi ng observations to the initial report of Sweden
had noted that Sweden had provided insufficient information concerning the
victins of child abuse, including incest. Unfortunately, the second report
offered little nore than the first. Swedish lawin that matter was
nonet hel ess comendabl e, and in fact provided for extraterritoria
prosecutions. As far as the Coormittee was aware, however, there had been few
prosecutions of Swedish citizens who commtted such of fences abroad. Swedish
| egislation did not, noreover, cover the matter of conputer child pornography
or pseudo pornography. What progress had been nmade in that area, in
particular as a result of the Whrld Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexua
Expl oi tati on of Children?

28. M. RABAH said he would lIike nmore information on child | abour, and on
street children, particularly the foreigners anong them How were they
treated by the Governnent and were steps taken to assist then? Additiona

i nformati on and statistics on the incidence of early pregnancy, abortion and
ment al heal th woul d be useful.

29. According to the summary of the report of the Parlianmentary Child
Committee on inplenentation of the Convention in Sweden, the rules for placing
young people in institutions should be drafted in accordance with

article 37 (c) of the Convention. That nmeant that every child deprived of his
or her freedom should be separated fromadults unless it was considered in the
child' s best interests not to do so. How were children's institutions run; by
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whom what was the nunber of juvenile offenders; what kinds of offences had
they conmtted; and what was the relationship between the institutions and the
juvenile courts?

30. Ms. KARP said she was concerned about the institution of the Children's
Onmbudsman. According to the report, there were at |east 15 governnent bodies
under various mnistries that dealt with children. She would like to see a
focal point appointed, with the Orbudsman gi ven an overview of all the

rel evant institutions or bodies. She wondered whether the focal point should
be sonmeone in the Cabinet O fice or an independent institution. Had the

Gover nnment consi dered havi ng the Orbudsman appointed by Parlianment, with a
budgetary allocation from Parlianent? Wat was done with the Orbudsman's
recomrendati ons? Was he enpowered only to recommend, while the Government was
charged with inplenenting his recomendati ons? How many of those
recomrendati ons had in fact been inplenmented? The Children's Onbudsnman
apparently did not deal with conplaints, whereas the Parlianentary Orbudsman
did. Should individual conplaints be referred by NGOs, or should it be the
Government's responsibility to introduce a structure that would enable
children to file their conplaints with an external nonitoring body? Did such
a body exist?

31. Parental counselling had been established for fam lies but, according to
the information received by the Comrittee, only counselling connected to the
fam |y situation was provided free of charge, although one third of the people
polled in a survey had found other forms of counselling too expensive for

them That seened to be a strange policy. Apparently people had to reach the
poi nt of divorce or separation before they could receive free counselling,
whereas a divorce or separation m ght have been prevented if earlier
counsel l i ng had been provi ded wi thout charge

32. What was being done to nmake people aware of their rights to support
services, particularly in cases where the nmunicipality found that requests for
support did not meet the established criteria? The system of |egal
notification regarding incest and sexual abuse in the famly did not seemto
be working. Many teachers and doctors did not in fact provide any
notification, either because they were unaware of the situation or were not
convi nced that notification was the right course of action. Statistics on
sexual abuse in the fanmily were also low. had any research been undertaken,
and what was being done to encourage those aware of abuse to notify the
authorities? She also wondered what was being done to enable nore
child-friendly procedures to be used by the police and in the courts so as to
avoi d double victim zation and asked for nore information on the apparently
scarce services available for the rehabilitation of child victinms of sexua
abuse.

33. Ms. BACKLUND ( Sweden) said, with regard to article 11, that Sweden had
ratified the European Convention on Recognition and Enforcenent of Decisions
Concerni ng Custody of Children and Restoration of Custody of Children and The
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction but
that they governed rel ati ons between the contracting States only. Swedish

| egi slation had been criticized in that regard because of the cases which were
not covered by either of those Conventions. Where a child had been wongfully
renoved to or retained in Sweden, and a non-contracting State was involved, in
accordance with Swedish |law the child could not be returned, as foreign
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deci si ons on custody were not recognized in Sweden w thout a specific |ega
basis. That principle played an inportant role when a Swedish court had to
deci de whether it had any jurisdiction over cases of children wongfully
detained in the State party. The ratification of The Hague Conventi on

of 1996, which had a wi der scope and provi ded greater protection of children
than the 1980 instrunent, was under consideration by the Mnistry of Justice.

34. In cases involving States that had not signed the first Hague
Convention, efforts were nade to reach bilateral agreenents simlar in content
to that instrument. To facilitate the voluntary return of children, the
Government had set aside SKr 1 million for travel expenses. The Government
was currently reviewing legislation on international private famly law in
order to create general applicable rules, the review also covered the rules on
foreign decisions concerning custody. Specifically, there were some 40 cases
i nvolving children taken from Sweden or brought into Sweden that cane under

ei ther The Hague or the European Convention and those di sputes would probably
be resolved, but it was difficult to say how the 15 to 20 cases invol vi ng
countries that had not ratified either Convention would be resol ved.

35. A Parlianmentary Conmttee had been instructed to undertake a conplete
review of the provisions concerning sexual offences and to consider whether
the | egislation needed to be nmade nore stringent. The review, which was to be
finalized by Septenber 2000, would be based upon the requirenments of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child with regard to sexual offences against
children. The Conmittee was al so responsible for exploring whether absol ute
protection should be extended to children aged 15 to 18 and whet her the

of fence shoul d include voluntary participation by children in acts of sexua
expl oitati on when no paynment was made.

36. Legi slation on child pornography had al so been anended as

from1l January 1999, and woul d henceforth apply to all kinds of nedia,

i ncluding the electronic ones. Virtually any association with child

por nogr aphy i mages, including possession, would constitute a crimnal offence.
The Parliamentary Conmittee reviewi ng the | aw on sexual offences would al so
consi der whether the current dual crimnality requirement for jurisdiction on
crimes conmtted abroad agai nst women and children should be waived. Persons
mai ntai ning el ectronic bulletin boards were legally obliged to prevent any
further distribution of nessages that obviously contained child pornography
under a law that had entered into force on 1 May 1998

37. Since 1 January 1999, juvenile detention care would be used for a

yout hful of fender who had committed an offence before reaching the age of 18
and woul d have received a prison sentence under the old regulations. The new
provisions were time limted, from 14 days to 4 years. A person under 18 who
had conmitted a crine mght still occasionally be sent to prison. However,
under the new | egislation that would apply only if the person concerned had
comm tted a nunber of offences both before and after reaching the age of 18 or
had conmtted a very serious crime just before reaching that age.

38. There was al so an anmendnent to the Correctional Act, whereby children
under the age of 18 could be placed in prison with older inmates only if that
were in the best interest of the child. That |aw was nmeant to cover the very
few cases of children who mi ght have to serve their prison sentences a |ong
way from home and their parents if they did not share space with ol der
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persons; consideration was given on a case-by-case basis. [In any event,
before the new |l aw had conme into effect, only 35 to 40 persons under age 18
had been inprisoned every year, a very small nunber indeed

39. M. SVENSSON (Sweden) said that, on 2 July 1998, his Governnment had
adopted a National Plan of Action against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation
of Children. International cooperation in that field already existed within
the European Union, the Council of Europe, the Nordic Council and the Counci

of the Baltic Sea States. In March 1999, a conference was to be held at

St ockhol mfor all the appropriate mnistries fromthe Baltic Sea States to

det ermi ne how cooperation could be devel oped. |In addition, Sweden was working
with Norway and six other Baltic countries to build a data bank of specialists
on children at risk, and Sweden was to host the June 1999 Conference of

M nisters of Fam|ly Affairs of the Council of Europe.

40. Ms. JAHN ( Sweden) said that her Governnent hoped to inprove its

know edge of the scope of child |abour in Sweden and, in that connection, a
proj ect was under way with the Governnents of the other Nordic countries and
the Nordic Council of Mnisters. |t was undoubtedly true that many children
aged 13 to 17 worked during their vacations and after school, but the extent
of the phenonenon was not fully known. Every sunmer, the trade unions sent
em ssaries to places where young people worked in order to give them

i nformati on about their rights, provide assistance and support themin any
conflicts with enmployers. The npst conmon problens were that they were paid
bel ow t he m ni mum wage, that the regul ati ons on worki ng hours were not
respected and that the working environment was not of the best.

41. The recomrendati on fromthe Orbudsman on nedi cal counselling al so dealt
with cases where parents were suspected of the commi ssion of offences against
their children, and her Government was proposing a solution to that problem
wher eby such children would be entitled to special counsel, which would take
over the rights of the parents or guardian. As for the right to appea

deci sions regarding care, the social services had absol ute and speci al
responsibility regarding protection measures for children but, if they failed
to carry out that duty, another authority had to take the responsibility. The
i ssue of the notification by professional persons encountering cases of child
abuse involved information and education for such persons rather than
correctional issues, if the relevant provisions, which were ained at
protecting children, were to be effective.

42. M . SVENSSON ( Sweden) said that his Governnent had formed a one-nman
committee of inquiry to review the work of the Orbudsman and help himcarry it
out nore efficiently. The commttee was also in charge of determ ning to what
extent and in what way the reports and reconmendati ons of the Orbudsman had a
practical effect on the work of the Governnent. The committee's report was
due in April or My 1999.

43. Ms. BACKLUND ( Sweden) said that, in order to ensure that young of fenders
recei ved adequate treatnment while serving their sentences, the new puni shnment
of closed institutional care would be served in honmes supervised by the

Nati onal Board for Institutional Care, set up in 1993, which provided

conmpul sory care under the Care of Young Persons (Special Provisions) Act and
for others under the Al cohol and Drug Abusers (Special Provisions) Act.
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44, The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the nmenbers of the Conmittee to ask any
suppl ement ary questi ons.

45. Ms. MOKHUANE said, with reference to article 18 of the Convention, that
she was surprised that such a high percentage of children lived with one
parent - usually the nother - despite the rising nunbers of joint custody
awards. She wondered whet her any research had been carried out on society's
attitude to a child living with his or her father. Under the Mintenance
Support Act, the Governnent was bound to assist in recovering maintenance,
even when it exceeded the basic rate, once the anount had been agreed between
the parents and the court.

46. Despite the assurances given by the delegation, it was her understanding
that budget cuts had indeed affected the quality of health care, especially
paedi atric care. Since there was some conflict between the Orbudsman's report
and that of the Governnent, she suggested that a study be conducted to assess
the inpact of budgetary restrictions on the quality of health care. She noted
that, owing to the size of classes, sone 50 per cent of children were deprived
of the renedi al education and individual attention they needed. Furthernore,
research had shown a drop in the reading |level of Swedish children. Was the
Gover nnment addressing the disparities between nunicipal authorities and was it
prepared to assist those whose necessary public-spending cuts had caused their
library stocks to decline?

47. Ms. OUEDRAOGO said she would like to know to what extent children had
contributed to the school plan of action to prevent all forns of humliating
treatnent and the level of their contact with the National Agency for
Education. It was unclear what inpact the budget cuts had had on drop-out and
repetition rates and the status of teachers. The fact that sone | ocal
governnments could no | onger provide certain social services in schools had
deprived indigent children of access to them Could such children be covered
by the nunicipalities under the new provisions?

48. The fact that a parent in detention could decide whether or not his or
her whereabouts shoul d be disclosed conflicted with article 9, paragraph 3, of
the Convention. Further information was needed concerning the visiting rights
of children in institutions or foster homes. What was the situation of the
social security payments nade to children pending reinmbursenent by the

mai nt enance debtor? Was the allowance discontinued if repaynent was not nade?
VWhat was the position of children born out of wedlock with regard to soci al
security benefits? Was health care available free of charge under the new
provi sions to non-Swedi sh children, who had previously been entitled only to
energency health services?

49. Ms. SARDENBERG asked whet her the situation of mnority groups such as
the Roma and Saam had inproved in the five years since the presentation of
Sweden's initial report. While breastfeeding rates in Sweden were very
positive, she sought information on the status of the Swedi sh code of

mar keting of breast mlk substitutes, which had been under consideration

since 1995, and of the establishnment of a breastfeeding comrttee as
stipulated in UNICEF s |Innocenti Declaration. She also regretted the decrease
in the numbers of specifically “baby-friendly” hospitals and the fact that
they did not neet UN CEF standards.




CRC/ C/ SR. 522

page 10

50. The adol escent suicide rate in Sweden should be nmonitored. She was al so
concerned that, between 1992 and 1995, the nunmber of attenpted suicides had
risen from541 to 715, 86 per cent of thembeing girls. 1In that connection,

she wi shed to know whet her any research had been carried out on the preval ence
of eating disorders and whether there were any special support measures for
girls.

51. She asked when Sweden intended to ratify the Convention on the

Prohi bition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel
M nes and on their Destruction. Lastly, she w shed to know how the Swedi sh
authorities intended to dissem nate the Coormittee's discussions and
recomrendati ons.

52. M. KOLOSOV said he agreed with Ms. Quedraogo on the wi sdom of adopting
a special children's code that explicitly recognized the civil rights and
freedonms of all persons under 18. While Sweden had made great strides with
its juvenile crimnal |egislation, he wondered whether the inpact of those

i nprovenents had been analysed. Were there nore or fewer offences? What was
the juvenile recidivismrate?

53. It was paradoxical that, while the consunption of al cohol by persons
under 20 was prohibited, Sweden provided protection from harnful media for
children only up to the age of 15. Juvenile offences, often related to access
to such materials, were nmuch nore frequent anong children aged 16 to 18, who,
bei ng children under the ternms of the Convention, were also entitled to
protection.

54, Ms. MBO said that she | ooked forward to the Parliamentary Committee’s
report on its review of the sexual abuse laws. Had any consi deration been
given to providing psychosocial treatnent for the abusers as well as the
abused? Wth increasing drug use anong the 10 to 18 age group, she was

anxi ous to know the outcome of the anti-drug canpai gn and whet her any
systemati c di saggregated data were avail able. She endorsed Ms. Sardenberg's
call for a study of adol escent suicide rates.

55. Ms. KARP asked what was bei ng done to encourage parents to avai

t hensel ves of counselling services, with regard to corporal punishnment in
particular, in a country which had a vast inmmgrant popul ation with many
cultural differences. What practical assistance for rehabilitation was
offered to victins of sexual assault, including incest? On the subject of
associ ation, while she understood that children could belong to any nunber of
associ ati ons, she wondered whether there were any restrictions on the actua
formati on of associations by children.

56. Since school health-care services did not include psychol ogica

treatnment and many children were referred to outside psychol ogists, she w shed
to know what coordinati on nechani sm exi sted between the school health services
and the general health system and who was responsi ble for adol escent
psychol ogi cal treatnent. What plans were there to separate children and
adults in nental hospital s?

57. It was of the utnost inportance that Sweden should ratify the Convention
for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the
Prostitution of OGthers. Lastly, she called for a conparative review of
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differences in treatnent and services available to the various categories of
children: asylum seeking, refugee, acconpani ed or unacconpani ed, and children
of illegal inmgrants.

58. M. KOLOSOV drew attention to a contradiction between paragraph 184 of
the report, which stated that a mnor had normally to obtain the guardian's
perm ssion in order to formor enter into an association, and paragraph 317,
whi ch declared that every citizen was assured of freedom of association.

59. The CHAI RPERSON said that the report did not nake it clear whether
Sweden’ s conprehensive social security systemactually covered everyone. She
wondered to what extent the relevant | aws were enforced in favour of

di sadvantaged fanmilies and would Iike sone clarification of the eligibility
criteria for access to the system

60. Little new information concerning mnorities had been volunteered. Wre
the formal provisions of service and guarantees of protection actually
enforced? For exanple, had there been any eval uation of the reasons for the
decrease in hone |anguage instruction? Wre there were any specific NGOs
dealing with mnorities? What was the |level of inclusion, as opposed to

i ntegration, of such children in society, their degree of participation in
Swedi sh social life and the incidence of their involvenment in crime?

61. M. SVENSSON (Sweden) said that the Mnistry of Health and Soci al

Servi ces had established prenatal and post-natal clinics where the staff
menbers were trained to identify and neet the needs of nothers and infants.
Net wor ks of parents had been established which operated in conjunction with
the schools, and npst parents were invited to attend sonme type of course to
assist themin their parenting role. Mre could be done, however,
particularly for the parents of adol escents. Talks had recently been held at
the municipal level on howto offer greater support to parents.

62. On the subject of breastfeeding, the rate in Sweden was higher than in
any other industrialized country, with 40 per cent of the original 96 per cent
of breastfeeding nothers continuing to do so after six months. The apparent
reduction in the nunber of “baby-friendly” hospitals nerely reflected the fact
that all hospitals were currently baby-friendly.

63. Ms. JAHN (Sweden) said that her Covernnment set the greatest store by
good health care, and concentrated on the provision of preventive care and the
mai nt enance of the highest standards in facilities, staff and training. 1In
Sept enber 1998, the National Board of Health and Welfare had published sone
new gui del i nes and standards covering all areas of the medical services.

64. Her Government was not preparing a special children's code since the

exi sting | egislation was not only well-devel oped but also conplied with the
provi sions of the Convention. Mreover, it would be very difficult to confine
all matters relating to children within a single code.

65. Under the Social Services Act, fam |y counselling was avail able to al
who requested it, at a nom nal fee which was waived by half of Sweden's

muni ci palities. Children born out of wedlock enjoyed the same social security
coverage as other children.
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66. Ms. BACKLUND ( Sweden) said that an examnination of the police records
over a five-year period of the 3.5 ml|lion people in Sweden born between 1945
and 1975 had reveal ed that 12 per cent of the menbers of the inm grant

popul ati on had been suspected of an offence during the period in question.

That was consi derably above the rate for the population as a whole. While the
corresponding rate anong young imm grants was al so higher than the genera
average, it was below that of the ol der generation. That was strikingly
different fromthe situation in other countries, where the |evel of crinme
anong young i nmm grants was on the increase

67. In reply to the question regarding the inpact of the new crim nal

| egislation, she said that it was too early as yet to assess its results but
that her Governnent certainly intended to do so at the appropriate tine.
Judi ci al procedure provisions had al so been reforned in 1995 and their inpact
was currently being evaluated. Programmes had been introduced by the prison
adm ni stration for sex offenders and other categories of prisoners which were
regul arly adapted on the basis of eval uations.

68. Wth regard to a child' s right to naintain contact with both parents in
the event of a divorce, the Code of Parenthood and Guardi anshi p had been
anended in October 1998 with a view to encouraging joint custody and frequent
contact. The courts always based their decisions on the best interests of the
child. Both parents were considered to be responsible for ensuring that the
child mai ntai ned contact with the non-custodial parent.

69. Ms. KORPI (Sweden) said that the overall responsibility for the schools
lay with the National Agency for Education, while the National Board of Health
and Welfare had specific responsibility for school health services. Her
Governnent had anticipated that the econom c cuts during the 1990s m ght give
rise to problens in that area and had therefore established a commttee of
inquiry into pupil welfare and school health services. While the cuts would
no doubt have had sone inpact on schools, it was not apparent in the acadenic
resul ts.

70. The Children's Orbudsman was nonitoring the situation in the schools and
| egi slation provided for special support to pupils who experienced difficulty
in attaining mnimum standards of achi everent. However, schools were on

occasion finding it difficult to conply with the legislation and to deal with
particul ar psychosoci al and ot her problens.

71. There was, however, a positive side to the inpact of the cuts on
schools, reflected in greater flexibility and in the introduction of nore
progressive nethods, which was not always fully appreciated. Certain
responsibilities in connection with child care had recently been transferred
to the Mnistry of Education, thereby enhancing the involvenent of schools in
children's lives. Pre-school facilities were available for children between
the ages of one and five throughout the year, with a view to bringing nore
care to learning and nore learning to care. Teachers were working
increasingly closely in order to achieve optinmum devel opnent.

72. Wth regard to the costs of schooling, no fees were charged and, when
the possibility had been raised a few years previously of charging for schoo
meals, the Mnistry had pronptly introduced | egislation to preclude paynent
for any services associated with the schools.
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73. On the subject of the inclusion/integration dichotony raised by

the Chairperson with regard to the children of mnorities, the aimwas to
enabl e such children to |live confortably in a bilingual, bicultural context.
In sone urban areas, however, the problem was not one of inclusion versus

i ntegration but of out-and-out segregation and particular attention would have

to be given to resolving such problens. In sone such areas, pre-schoo
facilities were available for only 35 to 40 per cent of children, in contrast
to the national average of 75 per cent. Increased funding had been made

avail able from July 1998 onwards to address the problens in such areas.

74. Ms. SANDQVI ST (Sweden) said that unacconpani ed refugee children and the
children of immgrant famlies were treated in the same manner as all other
children and special attention was provided, where appropriate. The situation
of the children of illegal immgrants was quite different, since the Swedi sh
authorities did not tolerate illegal comrunities and such persons were
expelled to their country of origin. Should they fail to conply with the
expul sion order and go into hiding they were not entitled to rights under the
Conventi on.

75. M . SVENSSON ( Sweden) said that Sweden had ratified the Convention on
the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of
Anti -personnel M nes and on their Destruction in |ate 1998.

76. Wth respect to the followup to the consideration of Sweden's report he
poi nted out that the delegation had already held a press conference on the
subject of its discussions with the Conmttee; in the near future, NGOs and
the Children's Orbudsman would be invited to a neeting to discuss the ideas
that had been put forward by the Committee.

77. Havi ng congratul ated the nenbers of the Conmittee on their thorough
preparatory work and their extensive know edge of the situation of children in
Sweden and thanked them for their ideas which he would not fail to convey

i medi ately to the Mnister for Social Affairs, he undertook to forward to the
Comrittee informati on on the various subjects raised that had not been

avail able to the del egation

78. The CHAI RPERSON said that, while the |egislation and systemexisting in
Sweden were superb, the Committee suggested that nore thorough assessnent and
followup studies were required. Certain problens that existed in Sweden
such as raci sm and xenophobi a, m ght be approached fromthe angle of the

i mpact of such attitudes on the rights of the child, which should be kept in
the forefront of all endeavours.

The neeting rose at 6 p. m




