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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONS| DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMVENTS AND | NFORVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 5) (continued)

Draft conclusions of the Committee concerning the tenth to thirteenth periodic

reports of Venezuela (CERD/ C/49/M sc. 16, distributed in the neeting in English
onl y)

Par agraph 13

1. Ms. ZQU said she did not really understand why the Committee shoul d
nmention the exi stence of separate prison facilities for persons of the
i ndi genous popul ation unless racial discrimnation was invol ved.

2. M. VALENCI A RODRI GJEZ suggested that the proposed text should be |eft
unanmended in view of his intended revision of paragraph 19, which dealt with
t he sane point.

Par agr aph 14

3. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ proposed del eting the paragraph as it reflected
an idea already expressed in the second part of paragraph 2.

Par agraph 19

4, M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ proposed that the Commttee should recomend that
the State party should provide additional information on the reasons for

mai nt ai ni ng separate prison facilities for nmenbers of the indi genous
popul ati on and that the begi nning of the paragraph should be redrafted
accordingly.

5. The draft conclusions of the Conmittee concerning the tenth to

thirteenth periodic reports of Venezuela, as a whole, were adopted, as orally
amended.

Draft conclusions of the Committee concerning the tenth periodic report of
Zaire (CERD/ C/49/ M sc. 18, distributed in the meeting in English only)

Par agr aph 16

6. M. CH GOVERA wonder ed whet her the provisions of the lawreferred to in
this paragraph actually amounted to racial discrimnation or whether they
sinmply inmposed a nunber of additional conditions which were applicable to al
Zairians.

7. M. van BOVEN said that even if the | aw was not intended to be
discrimnatory, it undeniably was in practice, particularly as far as the
Banyarwanda wer e concer ned.

8. M. GARVALOV recalled that he had nentioned the non-discrimnnatory
character of the Zairian nationality |aw when the State party's report was
bei ng considered. There was therefore no reason to anmend the paragraph
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Par agr aph 22

9. The CHAI RMAN suggested that the word order in the third Iine of the text
nm ght be anended to read “to prevent raids by former FAR nmenbers into
Rwanda ...".

Par agr aph 27

10. M. SHERIFIS said he understood that the H gh Conm ssioner for Human
Rights was to neet the Zairian Mnister of Justice the followi ng day for the
signing of the agreenent referred to in the text. It would therefore be
preferable to state that the Conmittee wel coned the signing of the agreenent
and appeal ed for its pronpt inplenentation

11. M. WO FRUM said that, according to his own information, the situation
was quite different and the agreenent mnight not be finalized for some tine.

12. M. van BOVEN said that, despite the repeated prom ses of the Zairian
authorities, including at the |ast session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts
the signing of the agreenment had been pending for 18 nonths. It would
therefore be premature for the Conmittee to welcone it.

13. M. DI ACONU suggested deleting the words “and the inplenentation” in the
second line of the initial text, as they referred to the inplenentation of the
agr eenent .

14. The CHAIRMAN said that the initial text would be retained, with
M. Diaconu’ s anendnment, on the understanding that, if the situation changed
the followi ng day, M. Sherifis' proposal would be considered adopted.

Par agr aph 28

15. M. GARVALQV said that, while he could accept the proposed text, he
woul d have preferred the State party’'s periodic report and the Commttee’s
conclusions to be disseninated in all the | anguages of Zaire, in accordance
with the wording adopted for the Conmittee’s conclusions concerning the
reports of other countries where several |anguages were used.

REPORT OF THE COWM TTEE TO THE CGENERAL ASSEMBLY AT | TS FI FTY-FI RST SESSI ON
UNDER ARTI CLE 9, PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 9)

16. The CHAI RMAN suggested that, at the beginning of the Cormittee's report

to the General Assenbly, nention should be nade of the problens caused by the

fact that docunents were not available in all working | anguages because of the
reduced capacity of the translation services.

17. It was so deci ded.
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PREVENTI ON OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON, | NCLUDI NG EARLY WARNI NG AND URGENT
PROCEDURES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Situation in Liberia

18. M. WO FRUM (Rapporteur for Liberia) said that further usefu

i nformati on on Liberia could certainly be provided by M. Ahnadu who was very
famliar with the situation, particularly since forces fromhis country,

Ni geria, were involved in the peace-keeping operations in Liberia. It should
be understood fromthe outset that the situation in Liberia clearly fel
within the purview of the Conmmittee, for although the conflict there was
internal, the factions were split along ethnic lines.

19. At the end of 1989, violent clashes had taken place between the Liberian
arny and the rebel forces of the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL)

I ed by Charles Taylor, who had then proclainmed hinself President of an interim
adm ni stration. However, dissension within Charles Taylor’'s faction had
degenerated into ethnic conflicts which had clainmed the Iives of many
civilians. |In August 1990, a conference of the main parties involved convened
by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOMS) in the Ganbi an
capital Banjul, had el ected Anos Sawyer President of an interimgovernnent of
nati onal unity. However, in Septenber, the peace settlenment proposed by the
new Presi dent had been rejected by Charles Taylor. In February 1991, at a
neeting in Lom& (Togo), the factions had concl uded another agreenent for the
appoi ntnent of a new interimgovernment and presidential and |egislative

el ections had been called for Cctober 1991. Arned clashes had nevert hel ess
followed. A new agreenent for disarmng the factions concl uded between

Anmbs Sawyer and Charles Taylor in Yanoussoukro in Septenber 1991 had been
reaffirmed at a sunmit nmeeting in Geneva in April 1992. However, in

Decenber 1992, Charles Taylor had insisted that the disarnm ng procedure shoul d
be nmonitored by the United Nations.

20. Early in April 1993, the ECOMS Monitoring Goup (ECOMOG announced that
it had gained control of the port of Buchanan. In the same nonth, the

United Nations Security Council had condemed the attacks on ECOMOG and
inplied that the United Nations was prepared to undertake further neasures
against any faction that failed to conply with the Yanoussoukro Agreenment. In
July 1993, a further peace agreenent had been signed by the parties in Cotonou
(Benin) and further negotiations between the parties to the conflict had been
held in February 1994 and again in August 1994. In Septenber 1994, the
factions had signed another peace agreenent providing for the i mmediate
cessation of hostilities and the establishment of a reconstituted five-nenber
Council of State representing the various factions. Presidential and

| egi sl ative el ections had been schedul ed for October 1995 and the new organs
of governnent were to be installed in January 1996. However, the provisions
of the agreement had promptly been criticized. Although in January 1995 the
ECOMS Heads of State had proposed expandi ng the nenbership of the Council of
State, the negotiations had failed because of Charles Taylor’s demand that he
be made Chairman of the Council

21. The npbst recent agreenent, signed on 19 August 1995 in Abuja (N geria),
had been put into effect in so far as a new Council of State had been
installed pending the el ections, and a cease-fire had been declared. The
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el ecti ons schedul ed for August 1996 had not taken place and there had been
some cease-fire violations, but all the parties had seened resol ved to abide
by the new tine-table recently drawn up by the heads of State and governnent
who were nmenbers of the ECOMS Committee of Nine on Liberia. The tine-table
provi ded for the extension of the Abuja Agreenent until 15 June 1997;

nmoni toring of the cease-fire and di sengagenent of the warring factions by
ECOMOG and the United Nations Cobserver Mssion in Liberia (UNOML), as well as
by the interimgovernnent and conpl etion of the operation by 31 January 1997
and depl oynent of ECOMOG forces in safe havens during that same period. The
Conmittee of Nine had also decided to sanction recalcitrant factions. The
communi qué setting out those decisions had been signed by, anbng others,
Charles Taylor and by the | eader of the NFPL, who was a nmenber of the Counci
of State, as well as by the M nister of Defence.

22. As that brief account showed, a return to nornality was under way and,
despite the extrene brutality of the civil war, it was possible to see a
viable future. The determination of the African States, in particular, was an
encouraging sign. The Conmittee itself might have been able to influence
events if it had acted soon enough. But, for the tine being, all it could do
was take note of the positive devel opnents, offer its assistance and decide to
keep the situation in Liberia under review. As the disarmanment process was to
be conpleted by 31 January 1997, it would be able, at its next session, to
deci de whether the situation still fell within the scope of agenda item 4.

23. M. AHVADU began by noting that efforts to resolve the Liberian
situation had been marked by a series of failures: the African peace-Kkeeping
force had had no peace to keep and had been unable to intervene; the nany
successi ve agreenents had not been observed; and power had passed fromhand to
hand wi t hout bringing peace. The United Nations itself had not intervened
until after the failure of the ei ghteenth agreenent.

24, The latest effort, the Abuja agreenents, seened to be working, as the
mai n factions had accepted the neasures laid down for their disarmanment and
di sengagenent and for the elections, and the authorities were determined to
bring the warlords to heel. The process would be gradual and shoul d be
successful, as a number of African countries involved had threatened to
withdraw their troops if it failed.

25. In his view, the Conmittee should appeal to the international conmunity
to provide the necessary logistical support to the ECOMS countries and ECOMOG
forces and urge the United Nations to extend the nandate of UNOML, as it had
undertaken to do if the |eaders of the warring factions conpli ed.

26. M. de GOUTTES said that the Conmittee might also refer to the report of
t he Speci al Rapporteur on the question of extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary
executions (E/ CN. 4/1996/4) which nentioned executions of civilians, including
worren and children, many of themethnically notivated, and the inpunity
enj oyed by those responsi bl e because of the |ack of any judicial system

27. M. GARVALOV asked whether the Committee should not decide to keep the
situation in Liberia on the agenda under item4, until such tine as it could
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assess the effectiveness of the latest solutions contenplated, and resumne
consi deration of the situation at that tine, even if it had to request Liberia
urgently for infornmation.

28. M. FERRERO COSTA suggested that the Conmittee should go beyond what

M. Wl frum had proposed by stressing that the problemwas the result of
ethnic conflicts and that the situation was grave and expressing the hope that
the process currently under way would continue in the right direction.

29. The CHAI RVAN suggested that a drafting group conprising M. Wl frum
M. Ahmadu and M. Ferrero Costa should draft a text on Liberia for
consi deration at the follow ng neeting.

30. It was so deci ded.

Draft decision on Bosnia and Herzegovi na (CERD ¢/ 49/ M sc. 11/ Rev. 2) (conti nued)

31. M. van BOVEN recalled that the current wordi ng of paragraph 3 was not
acceptable to all nmenmbers and subnitted to the Committee a different wording
proposed by M. Shahi. The new version expressed the Conmittee' s fears, for
all the reasons listed in the second part of the existing paragraph, and went
on to express the fervent hope that, when held the follow ng nonth, the

el ections woul d be free, fair and denocratic. He hinself would prefer to keep
t he existing anended text as proposed earlier by M. Sherifis, which stressed
the Conmittee’ s preoccupations rather than its optimsm

32. M. WO FRUM said that, while well-intentioned, M. Shahi's initiative in
its current formm ght neverthel ess appear sonmewhat cynical, in that it was
unli kely that anybody havi ng expressed such fears could sincerely hope for
free el ections.

33. M. YUTZIS, adding to what had been said by M. Wl frum said that,
havi ng described the factors inpeding the holding of free elections, the
Committee should then call for those factors to be eliminated, rather than
expressing an abstract hope which was inconpatible with the situation
described. He was prepared to vote for the text proposed by M. van Boven.

34. M. FERRERO COSTA proposed that the Committee should vote on
M. van Boven's text as nodified earlier by M. Sherifis.

35. After an exchange of views in which M. FERRERO COSTA, M. CHI GOVERA,

M. SHAH and M. GARVALOV took part on whether the text proposed by M. Shahi
was an anendnent or an entirely new text, the CHAI RVAN suspended consi deration
of the decision on Bosnia and Herzegovenia to give the floor to the High

Conmi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts.

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 3) (continued)

Exchange of views between the Hi gh Conmmi ssioner for Human Rights and the
Conmittee

36. M. van BOVEN said that he had read with great interest the docunent
submtted to the General Assenbly on the restructuring of the Centre,
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entitled: Programe budget for the 1996-1997 bi ennium - Restructuring of the

Centre for Human Rights - Report of the Secretary-General (A/C. 5/50/71), which
had been circulated to Cormmittee nmenbers. He wished to raise three questions

concerning the restructuring, purely fromthe perspective of the Comittee.

37. Firstly, it was stated that the restructured Centre would conprise

t hree branches (A/C.5/50/71, paras. 15-18), nanely, the Research and Right to
Devel opnent Branch, the Support Services Branch and the Activities and
Programes Branch. The work of human rights treaty bodies, the Comm ssion on
Human Ri ghts and the Sub- Comm ssi on woul d be handl ed by the Support Services
Branch, which seenmed perfectly logical. Wuld that Branch provide technica
services? They were highly inportant for the Committee. For exanple, when
considering the report of a State party, the Conmittee needed basic services
such as anal yses of the existing docunmentation on the State party in question
preparation of its work, etc. The Committee had in fact already received such
assi stance fromthe secretariat, which had prepared prelimnary draft
concl usi ons concerni ng each of the States whose reports were considered by the
Conmittee. That was a denmandi ng task which required know edge of the
Convention and of the Cormittee's practices, as well as certain specialized
know edge whi ch coul d not be acquired w thout sonme continuity in the staff
enployed by the Centre. |In recent years, there had been many regrettable
changes in the conposition of the Centre' s staff.

38. Secondl y, a nunber of questions concerning racismand racia

di scrimnation considered, for exanple, in the context of the Third Decade to
Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation, would fall within the purview of the
Research and Right to Devel opnment Branch. He would like to see some

coordi nation, with the Support Services Branch participating in research in so
far as it was responsible for the Conmittee’s work. That point had been

rai sed in connection with the semnar to be held in Septenber to evaluate the
Committee’ s activities.

39. Thirdly, he noted that assistance to special rapporteurs and
representatives, experts and working groups nmandated to deal with situations
or types of alleged violations of human rights was to be the responsibility of
the Activities and Programes Branch (A/C. 5/50/71, para. 17 (h)). That

al l ocation of responsibility was surprising. In view of the advantages of
cooperati on between special rapporteurs and the Conmmittee, and to provide for
better circulation of information, it would seemnore |ogical for the
necessary services to be provided by the Support Services Branch, which was to
service the treaty bodies.

40. M. DIACONU i nformed the Hi gh Conmmi ssioner of his concern regarding the
sem nar to be held in Septenber to evaluate the Committee’s activities in
connection with the various articles of the Convention. Two nenbers of the
Conmittee were to submit a report on two articles of the Convention and he had
no doubt that they would present the Conmittee's activities as a whole in a
proper perspective.

41. H s concern arose fromthe fact that the sem nar would, as such, draft a
report and reach conclusions. That would have two consequences for the
Committee. Firstly, it would have to consider the report and its concl usions
at a neeting, which would reduce the tine available for its proper task of
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considering the reports of States. Secondly, the seninar’s conclusions could
raise difficulties for the Conmttee with regard to States parties if they
concerned the Committee’s methods of work and its interpretation of the
Convention. The very principle of the independence of experts was at stake.
The Hi gh Conmi ssioner could help the Cormittee in that respect, in that the
secretariat could ensure that the sem nar’s eval uation focused not on the
Committee’ s methods of work, but on the worldw de inplenentation of the
Convention, on the situation with regard to racial discrimnation throughout
the world, on the Convention's contribution to conbatting racia

di scrimnation and on what m ght be done in future in that regard within the
United Nations comunity.

42. M. de GOUTTES assured the H gh Conmi ssioner that he had given the
Committee a full account of the talks they had had on 6 August follow ng the
exchanges of views with the Committee.

43. He associated hinself with the corments nmade by M. van Boven and

M. Diaconu and al so drew the Hi gh Conmi ssioner’s attention to the effect of
the United Nations financial difficulties on the Conmttee s work,
particularly with regard to working | anguages. Wth only two exceptions, the
Conmittee had been conpelled to adopt its conclusions on the reports of States
parties on the basis of the only text available, nanmely the English text.

That was an unsatisfactory situation. A note expressing the Comittee’s
concern in that regard would be included in its report to the

General Assenbly.

44, Wth regard to the situation in Burundi, he asked the H gh Conmi ssi oner
to provide the Commttee with the latest available information on cooperation
between the United Nations and Burundi. The Hi gh Conmi ssioner had nmade known
his wish to see the nunber of human rights observers increased. Had he
obt ai ned satisfaction? Any other, nore recent, information fromthe Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner regarding the situation in Burundi woul d be wel cone.

45, M. GARVALQOV said that new ways must be found of strengthening
cooperati on between United Nations human rights bodi es and the hunman rights
treaty nmonitoring bodies. Meetings could be held, for exanple, between
representatives of both to consider some of the priorities in the human rights
field. While those priorities had not changed since the adoption of the

Vi enna Decl arati on and Programe of Action in 1993, the relative inportance
accorded to each of them woul d appear to need adjustnent. An exanple of such
cooperation was the neeting held with representatives of CERD in 1995 in the
of fice of the Chairman of the Sub-Conmi ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities.

46. Secondly, he would like to see closer cooperation between the treaty
bodi es and the special rapporteurs appointed by the Commi ssion on Hunman
Rights. Since the Conmi ssion’s appointnent of a Special Rapporteur on
contenporary forms of racism the Conmittee had had only one opportunity to
nmeet himfor an exchange of views. The Committee, which conprised 18 nenbers
had a vast anount of information which it could nake available to the Specia
Rapporteur. Such cooperation would therefore be nutually beneficial

Thirdly, he called on the H gh Conm ssioner to continue to avail hinself of
the Conmittee’ s conbined specialized know edge. Fourthly, he drew the H gh
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Conmi ssioner's attention to the inportance attached by the Conmittee to early
war ni ng and urgent procedures in identifying situations and problens involving
racismand racial discrimnation. He expressed the hope that the High
Conmi ssi oner woul d continue to support the Cormittee in that regard.

47. Wth regard to the planned new structure of the Centre on Human Rights
(A/C.5/50/71), he expressed surprise that one of the branches had been naned
the “Research and Ri ght to Devel opment Branch”. Wy give special treatnment to

the right to developnment? Did it not sinply fall within the category of
economi ¢ rights?

48. M. SHERIFIS thanked the Hi gh Conmissioner for the infornmation he had
provided on efforts to achi eve wi der dissem nation and universal ratification
of the Convention. However, ratification of the Convention by a State was not
enough; nost inmportant was its inplenentation

49, He hoped to be able to count on the H gh Conmm ssioner's assistance in
ensuring inplenentation of the decisions taken by the Conmittee. He regretted
that the Committee had not been informed about the seminar planned for
Septenber. There was perhaps a coordi nati on probl em which the Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner should ook into in the context of the reorganization of the
Centre for Human Ri ghts.

50. He wel coned both the creation of the post of United Nations High

Conmi ssioner for Human Rights and M. Ayala Lasso's appointnent to it. In
order to carry out his nandate, the H gh Commi ssioner would need in particul ar
financial and technical resources. It was to be hoped that they woul d be rmade

available to him The Committee would do everything in its power to help him
in his task.

51. M. AHMADU drew the Hi gh Conmi ssioner's attention to the question

of countries whose reports were |long overdue. Many countries signed the
Convention, subnitted an initial report and then failed to submt any reports
or send representatives, in spite of repeated rem nders. The Committee had
even been compelled to devise a method of considering the inplenentation of
the Convention in a State party which had not subnitted a report or sent a
representative. That was quite unsatisfactory. How could those countries be
assisted in conplying with the obligations they had contracted in signing the
Conventi on?

52. Even if sone sem nars and synposiuns held by the Centre for Human Ri ghts
did not directly concern the International Convention on the Elimnation of

Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation, the nenbers of the Cormttee would like to
be inforned of themso that they could attend neetings held in their own

regi ons, even at their own expense. Such activities afforded them an
opportunity to gain fresh insights and increase international awareness of the
Conventi on.

53. M. SHAH recalled that, during the process of preparing for the Wrld
Conference on Human Ri ghts, representatives of treaty bodies had agreed to
enphasi ze prevention and urgent procedures. Unfortunately, the Conference had
not accepted their suggestions. As the Conmittee had made specific proposals
to the Secretary-General in that connection, particularly with regard to
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Rwanda and Burundi, he wondered whether the H gh Commi ssioner mght prevail on
the Security Council and other conpetent bodies to intervene rapidly in cases
of gross violations of human rights, including genocide and ethnic cl eansing
operations.

54, He suggested that, as the Committee was sonetinmes obliged to consider
the situation in a country without any representatives of the State party
concerned being present, it might hold one of its two sessions in New York,
where representatives of Menber States were nore numerous. As the origina
decision to hold one of the Coimmttee's two sessions in Geneva had been taken
for reasons of econony, it was debatable whether it was still valid,
particularly given the considerable appreciation in the value of the Sw ss
franc since then.

55. M. AYALA LASSO (United Nations H gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts) said
he had decided to restructure the Centre because it clearly no | onger met the
expectations of Menmber States. According to reports by the United Nations
Secretariat in New York, the Centre did not deal with any questions of
substance but confined itself to servicing conferences and neetings.

Moreover, its activities were conpletely uncoordi nated, and there was no
system of sel f-apprai sal and no way of know ng whether, or to what extent,
programes were actually inplenmented. It had conprised five branches

organi zed on an autononous basis, each with its own secretariat and entirely
cut off fromthe others. The first aimof the restructuring had therefore
been to break down the walls between the various units and set up comon
procedures and machi nery.

56. The new Research and Right to Devel opment Branch woul d be responsi bl e
for collecting new data and anal ysing infornation al ready avail abl e,
evaluating it and conmunicating it to other branches to facilitate their work.
The Support Services Branch would still be responsible for analysis and
research, but using the raw data provided by the Research and Right to
Devel opnent Branch. As to whether it night not have been better to entrust
techni cal cooperation, operational services and special procedures to

t hree separate branches, he said that, after |engthy consideration, it had
been deci ded, for reasons of efficiency, to have programes and activities
handl ed by a single branch. For the sane reasons, the Activities and
Programes Branch woul d al so be responsi ble for special procedures support.

57. There was currently unprecedented change taking place in the process of
protection and pronotion of human rights, and the Centre had to be equal to
the task. The new structure to be introduced was not perfect and woul d
certainly require adjustments. It would take tine for new traditions to be
instituted and wel |l -o0iled procedures to be devel oped.

58. At the current stage, it was difficult to answer all the questions
asked, as there were nunerous uncertainties which could only be dispelled
within the restructuring process itself.

59. Wthin the new structure, cooperation between the various worKking

groups, treaty bodies and special rapporteurs dealing with simlar questions
woul d be of the utnost inportance. The secretariat nmust al so be associated
with the process. The Centre would not sinply encourage contacts, but would
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nmake every effort to facilitate them |In that respect, the contribution of
human rights treaty bodi es nust be accorded its true value. They offered an
enornous potential which nust be fully tapped.

60. Setting up an early warning systemwas not easy, as denonstrated by the
case of Rwanda. A special rapporteur had drawn the attention of the

Conmi ssion on Human Rights to the situation in that country three nonths
before the crisis had broken out. However, no decision had been taken. The
probl em was not sinply devising the necessary machinery, but also being able
to put the necessary resources in place and use them

61. Wthin his nandate, he would do everything in his power to ensure that
preventive action becane a reality. That had actually been his objective when
he had decided to open a technical cooperation office in Bujunbura in

June 1994 and when, sone nonths |later, he had proposed depl oying a team of
observers in Burundi. That l|atter proposal had actually been approved by the
i nternational community and, in particular, by the European Union, which had
agreed to finance the depl oynent of 35 observers. Unfortunately, of the

$3.5 mllion pledged, only 400,000 had been forthcom ng, so that it had been
possible to send only 5 observers into the field. |In addition, recent

devel opnents in Burundi had conplicated the operation. Sources of financing
in the European Uni on were now wondering whether it was advisable to send nore
observers at a tinme when, for security reasons, United Nations agencies and
humani tari an organi zati ons were withdrawi ng their staff. The operation nust
conti nue however and, as soon as funding was avail able, he would arrange for

t he depl oynment of nore observers.

62. Regar di ng overdue reports, he said that he had taken every opportunity
to remind States parties of their obligations. For many of them the problem
was that they did not know how to conpile a report. That was why nore
enphasi s shoul d be placed on technical cooperation in that respect. An
agreenment recently concluded with Canbodia, for exanple, contained a clause on
t he provision of technical assistance to help the Governnent prepare the
reports which it had undertaken to submit. |In addition, at a neeting on

t he question, experts fromthe Centre had explained to representatives of

10 Canbodi an ninistries how to prepare such reports. Two Canbodi an officials
had al so recently been given appropriate training in Geneva. A seninar on the
guestion was al so soon to be held in Latin Anerica.

63. It was quite legitinmate for nmenbers of the Conmittee to be inforned of
activities organi zed by the Centre. He wi shed to assure themthat, under the
new structure, no effort would be spared to i nprove the circul ati on of

i nformati on.

64. The sem nar to evaluate the inplenentation of the Internationa
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Racial Discrimnation was part
of the programme of the Third Decade to Combat Raci sm and Raci a
Discrimnation. 1In that connection, he drew the Committee' s attention to a
letter dated 10 May 1996 from M. Gaham Oficer-in-Charge of the Legislation
and Prevention of Discrimination Branch, to M. Banton inform ng himabout the
semi nar and the reply received by the Centre on 14 May. Participants in the
sem nar woul d consider the obstacles to effective inplenmentation of the
Convention and woul d nmake observations and proposals which m ght prove
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extremely useful, not only to his own Ofice, but to all other conpetent
United Nations bodies. The intention was not to criticize the Commttee’s
activities but to work together for the realization of the goals of the Third
Decade.

65. Speedi ng up the Security Council’s response to gross violations of human
rights was not a sinple matter. Action by the Council depended on many
factors, anong which political considerations weighed very heavily. Moreover,
his mandate did not give himdirect contact with the Council. He reported to
the United Nations Secretary-Ceneral, who was responsi ble for deternining

whet her a human rights situati on endangered international peace and security
and shoul d therefore be brought to the attention of the Security Council
Nevert hel ess, he hinmself consistently ensured that the Secretariat in New York
was kept informed of devel oprments in human rights situations so that the
necessary neasures could be taken

66. Endi ng on a positive note, he informed the Conmittee that he had, that
very day, signed an agreenent with the Zairian Mnister of Justice for the
opening of an office in Kinshasa. The necessary funding was al ready avail abl e
and it was hoped to have the new office in operation by Cctober

67. M. FERRERO COSTA wel coned the inportance attached by the High

Conmi ssioner to the need to deal with problens as soon as they arose.
Prevention and early warning of gross violations of human rights, particularly
grave acts of racial discrimnation, would becone an increasingly inportant
aspect of the Commttee’'s future work. Cooperation with the H gh Conmi ssi oner
for Hunman Rights in setting up the necessary machi nery woul d be crucial.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




