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PART I ~ GENERAL

1. As previously indicated the Constitution provides the general legal
framework within which the right to freedom from discrimination on account of
race or colour is protected.

2. The Constitution is the supreme law of the land and enshrines a *Bill of
Rights® for the protection of the fundamental rights and freedoms of the
individual. These rights are guaranteed to all regardless of race, place of
origin, political opinions, colour, creed or sex.

3. The executive authority is competent to enter into treaties on behalf of
Barbados. However these are not self-operating and therefore cannot be
enforced diractly by the Courts. A Convention is not part of the law of the
land until it has been passed by the legislature.

4. Any person may apply to the High Court who alleges the viclation of any
of his fundamental rights and freedoms. The High Court has power to enforce
the protective provisions of the Constitution. There is a guaranteed right of
appeal to a higher court, concluding with the Privy Council, on a decision of
the High Court in respect of the fundamental tights and freedoms, among which
is the right to protection from discrimination bagsed on race, colour or place
or origin.

5. The concern expressad by some members of the Committee in respect of the
classification used by Barbados in presenting census data on raca/nationality
has been noted. As pointed out in the sixth periodic report, the Barbados
census forme part of a regional exercise and the respondent is the one who
determines the category in which he or she falls. 1In addition the terms used
do not necessarily provide evidence of raclal discrimination when examined in
a Caribbean context.

6. The relevant section of the 1960-81 Population Census of the Commonwealth
Caribbean which gives data on Barbados is reproduced in the annex to this
report.

PART II - INFORMATION IN RELATION TC ARTICLES 2707
Article 2
7. No legislative measures have been taken asince our previous report and the
legal position remains the same. The Constitution prohibits racial
discrimination and there are no laws which derogate from this principle.

Article 3

8. No legislative measures have been necesasary to give effect to this
article and Barbados' policy on apartheid and South Africa remains as outlined
previocusly.




CERD/C/131/Ad4.13
page 3

Article 4

$. The Committee's attention is drawn once again to the Public Order Act */
and the relevant section therein vizs

33.{1) A person is guilty of an offence if:

(a} knowingly he publishes or distributes written matter which is
threatening, abusive or insulting; or

(b} he uses in any public place or at any public meeting words which are
threatening, abusive or insulting, being matter or words intended or
which may reasonably be interpreted or likely to stir up or to be
capable of stirring up hatred against any section of the public in
Barbados distinguished by colour, race, or creed,

(2} A person gullty of an offence under thias section is liable on
summary conviction theraof to a fine of 2,500 dollars or to imprisonment
for 12 months or to both such fine and imprisonment.

10. It is considered that together with the constitutional provision, these
provisions of the Public Order Act ensure adequate safequards as required by
article 4. As regards article 4(b} it is reiterated that the objective
conditions do not necessitate legislation of that nature.

Article 5

11. Section 23 of the Constitution guarantees to all, protection before the
law from discrimination based on race, colour or place of orlgin. There
exiats therefore no legal basis for discrimination in the enjoyment of the
right expressed in this article.

12. The relevant legislative measures pertaining to this article have already
been provided,

Article &

13, The position remains as previocusly described. The fundamental rights and
freedoms of everyone in Barbados are guaranteed by the Constitution and there
is recourse via section 24 to the High Court for redress where tliese rights
and freedoms have been or are likely to be breached,

*A coéy of the Public Order Act, Chapter 168A has been transmitted by
the Government of Barbados with the present report and is available in the
Secretariat files for consultation.
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Article 7

A. ERducation and Teaching

14. In Barbados education is accessible to all groups of the population
without fear of racial discrimination.

15. No specific course is included in the school curricula or teachers’
training programme on human rights issues but in the Social Etudies and
Religious and Moral gducation programmes in the primary schools some attention
is given to focusing discussions on rights and responsibilities of workers,
sharing among the world's pecples and the promotion of peace and understanding.
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