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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT

(agenda item 6) (continued)
Third periodic report of Poland (continued) (E 1994/104/Add. 13;

HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 25; E/C. 12/ A POL/1;, E/ C 12/ Q POL/ 1,
HR/ CESCR/ NONE/ 98/ 3)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the Polish
del egation resuned their places at the Conmittee table.

Article 9 of the Covenant: The right to social security (continued)

2. The CHAI RPERSON invited the Polish delegation to reply to the questions
on article 9 of the Covenant (right to social security) asked by the Commttee
at the precedi ng neeting.

3. M. DRZEW CKI (Pol and) said that, in accordance with article 10 of

the 1962 Law on Polish Citizenship, a foreign woman who had married a Polish
man must apply to the conpetent authorities for Polish citizenship within
three nonths of the marriage. A foreign man who married a Polish woman was
not bound by that obligation. That provision was obviously discrimnatory and

was not included in the citizenship bill currently under consideration by
Par | i ament .
4, M. JAKUBOASBKI (Pol and) said that |ILO Convention No. 102 on soci al

security (1952) had not yet been ratified by Poland for the sinple technica
reason that statistical data on wages had been | acking. The problem had been
sol ved and the Convention was now in the process of being ratified.

5. In Poland, 18 per cent of the working population held two jobs while the
unenpl oyment rate was 10.6 per cent. The Governnent was not taking any steps
to prevent that practice because such persons were highly qualified
(university professors and | awers, for exanple) and were therefore not

regi stered as unenpl oyed.

6. Farmers had a separate pension scheme which was 96 per cent financed
by the State and 4 per cent by the farners thensel ves. Pensions were very
| ow - about 400 zlotys, or US$ 120, a nonth. Two persons form ng a couple
coul d each receive such a pension

7. There was al so a health insurance schenme which was wholly financed
by the farmers thenselves. The grace period for receiving sick benefits
was 30 days.

8. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whether the new | aw on pensi ons woul d make
the situation of pensioners worse.
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9. The CHAI RPERSON gave the floor to the Polish del egation

10. M. JAKUBOWSKI (Pol and) said that the pension system needed to be

conpl etely overhaul ed before it collapsed. The fears that sone people felt
about that reformwere unjustified. |In principle, the |aw introducing changes
to the pension systemwould enter into force on 1 January 1999. Persons who
were over 50 on that date woul d receive benefits under the old system those
under 30 woul d be subject to the new system and persons between 30

and 50 years woul d have a choice between the two systens.

11. Ms. BORUTA (Pol and) said that the retirenent age was the sanme for
farmers as for other workers and that the |aw provided for a reversion pension
to be paid to the widows of farners

Article 10 of the Covenant: Protection of the famly

12. M. RIEDEL asked whether the Government had al ready begun to inplenment
the programre of action on violence agai nst wonen, which was referred to in
the witten reply to question 31; whether it had taken nmeasures to renedy the
| ack of reception centres for battered wonmen and children; and whether it

i ntended to involve NGOs, especially religious NGOs, in tackling that problem

13. Wth reference to disabled persons, it would be interesting to know
where the income of the National Trust Fund for the Rehabilitation of D sabled
Persons canme from and who deci ded how t hose funds were all ocat ed.

14. M. SADI said he had the inpression that the Government's abortion
policy was not consistent. Wiy had the anti-abortion |egislation been rel axed
in 1996 before being tightened again in 1997? 1In the case of an unmarried
couple, did the father have a say when such a decision had to be taken? Wy
was it that girls under 18 years who becane pregnant did not receive any
government assi stance when they lived with their parents?

15. He thought that there might be a contradiction between paragraph 291 of
the report, which stated that the Constitution guaranteed equal rights for
children born in or out of wedlock, and paragraph 294, which stated that
non-marital unions (concubinage) did not benefit fromthe sane | ega
consequences as those resulting from nmarri age.

16. Coul d the Polish del egation explain why the mnimum age for marriage was
not the sane for nen (21 years) and for wonen (18 years) and what serious
reasons the guardi anship court mght have for authorizing the marriage of a
man aged 18 years or a wonman aged 16 or under (para. 296 of the report)?

17. It would also be interesting to know to what extent prostitution
por nogr aphy and drug addiction existed in Pol and, whether single parents
recei ved adequate assistance fromthe Governnent and whet her both men and
worren were able to transmit Polish nationality to their children

18. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN sai d that she would like to have further details on
the neasures taken by the Government to prevent violence agai nst women and to
assist the victinms of that type of violence. Wy was sexual harassnent not
characterized as a crine in the Penal Code?
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19. Inits witten reply to question 32, the Polish Government stated that
Pol i sh abortion legislation did not conme within the scope of the Covenant. 1In

her view, however, the consequences of the inplenentation of that |egislation
for wonen's health did come within the Conmttee's mandate. What was the
Government doing to protect wonen agai nst abortionists and to informthem
about different neans of contraception, especially through sex education?

20. M . ADEKUOYE asked what the divorce rate in Poland was and what measures
were being taken to ensure that child maintenance was being paid to the parent
who had been granted custody of the child.

21. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nenber of the Conmittee, asked whet her
there was not a contradiction between paragraph 297 of the report, which
stated that the m ni num worki ng age was 15 years, and the Constitution, which
set that age at 16.

22. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO sai d that she wished to know why the Governnent
had Iimted the nunber of social reasons for which wonmen were allowed to have
abortions and what the consequences of these restrictions were.

23. M. W MR requested further details on the nmechanismfor the
aut horization of abortions in Pol and.

24. The CHAI RPERSON invited the Polish del egation to answer those questions.

25. Ms. BORUTA (Poland) said that the Mnister of the Fanmily in the new
Governnment was trying to redirect public policy along traditionalist Catholic
lines. He had therefore decided to suspend the application of the progranme
of action in favour of women on the pretext that the canpai gn agai nst donestic
vi ol ence portrayed the situation of wonmen in a negative light. The next
report would contain nore detailed information on the measures which had been
taken in that area. As to sexual harassnment, the CGovernnment intended to bring
internal lawinto line with European |egislation. Polish courts had handed
down decisions identifying sexual harassment as discrimnation contrary to
article 11.3 of the Labour Code.

26. M. JAKUBOASKI (Pol and) said that government action relating to domestic
vi ol ence and sexual harassnment was only just beginning and would need time to
be impl emented. For the tinme being, the Governnment was trying to conclude
partnership agreenents with the private sector to secure funding for |oca
religious and voluntary organi zati ons which could offer assistance to victims.
O course, there were | aws agai nst such conduct, but prevention neasures
shoul d al so be devised.

27. Neither the registry office nor the existing |egislation mde any
di stinction between children born in or outside of wedl ock. The only
di fference, nentioned in the report, concerned parents' rights. |If he had not

recogni zed paternity, the father must take legal action in order to exercise
parental authority.

28. The National Trust Fund for the Rehabilitation of Disabled Persons could
grant ad hoc assistance for the purchase of rehabilitation aids. The amount
of that assistance depended on the beneficiary's resources.
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29. In Poland, as in many other countries, abortion legislation was |ikely
to change as the CGovernnent changed, as was the case in all denocracies.
Current regulations allowed abortion in four specific cases: when the
pregnancy endangered the life or health of the pregnant woman; when prenata
exam nations reveal ed the existence of a genetic anomaly or incurable disease
seriously endangering the survival of the foetus; when there were sufficient
reasons to believe that the pregnancy had resulted froma crinme such as rape
or incest; and when the pregnant worman was experiencing difficulties in her
personal or social life. However, the Constitutional Court had recently
stated that the latter provision violated the right to life proclained in the
Constitution. The Covernnent therefore needed to anend either the |egislation
or the Constitution. He nevertheless pointed out that the drop in the nunber
of abortions in Poland had started well before the anti-abortion |egislation
had been adopted in 1993. The statistics indicated that the nunber of
abortions had fallen from 105,000 in 1988 to 11,600 in 1992, although abortion
was still being practised freely. 1In reply to another question, he stated
that women wi thout an incone were entitled to a nonthly all owance of

about US$ 100 as of the eighth nonth of pregnancy.

30. To answer the Committee's questions on how to obtain Polish citizenship
he read out extracts of the 1962 Law on that question. According to article 4
of that Law, a child was born Polish if both parents were Polish citizens or
if one parent was Polish and the other was unknown, of unknown nationality or
stateless. Under article 5, any child born or found on Polish territory
acquired Polish citizenship if both parents were unknown, if their nationality
was unknown or if they were stateless. Article 6 stipulated that, when one of
the parents was a Polish citizen and the other a citizen of another State, the
child was Polish by birth. However, the parents could, on behalf of the
child, nake a joint statement within three nonths of its birth that the child
had opted for citizenship of the other State. |In the absence of agreement

bet ween the parents, each of themcould, within three nonths of the birth of
the child, apply to the courts to make a decision on the matter. A child who
had obtai ned foreign nationality by virtue of one of those two provisions
could ask for Polish citizenship as of age 16, but before the age of mjority.

31. The Governnent intended to anmend the legislation in order to set the
| egal age for marriage at 18 years for girls and for boys. As an exception
a girl could be authorized to narry at age 16, but, in npst cases, such a
deci sion was designed to regularize the situation of young girls who were
pregnant .

32. A request for abortion following a crinme had to be approved by a public
prosecutor. If the request was made for nedical reasons, it should be
acconpani ed by a nmedical certificate issued by a doctor other than the one
perform ng the abortion. For legally incapable nminors or adults, perm ssion
must be granted by the | egal guardian or by the court.

33. M . DRZEW CKI (Pol and) explained that the m ninum age for adm ssion to
enpl oynment had been changed in 1997. Henceforth, children aged under 16 were
allowed to work only part-tine in the context of a vocational training
programe.
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34. The 1993 Family Pl anning Act provided not only for the protection of the
foetus, but also for the inplenmentation of a genuine plan of action, which had
recently led to the organi zati on of sex education classes in schools. The
next report should contain nore information on that question

Article 11: The right to an adequate standard of living

35. M. RIEDEL, noting that the law did not offer any redress agai nst an
eviction order for tenants who could not afford a rent increase, asked whet her
there was any rent control. What happened to tenants when the owner wanted to
take back an apartnent for his own personal use and where no alternative
housi ng was provi ded? Were there squatters in large Polish cities?

36. He al so wished to know what effect the housing crisis was having on
young households and |l arge fanilies, since, according to tables 55 to 58 of
the report, the supply of readily habitable apartnents was getting smaller and
smaller. Lastly, considering that one of the Governnment's priority objectives
was privatization of the real estate market and the purchase of apartnments on
a co-ownership basis was beyond the reach of the majority of the popul ation

he asked to what extent a | owcost housing policy was still being applied.

37. M. CEVILLE asked how the Polish Governnment intended to reconcile the
new | egi sl ati ve provisions authorizing evictions w thout any promn se of
rehousing with the provisions of the Covenant meking it binding on States
parties to take appropriate neasures to guarantee the right to adequate
housing, with the provisions of article 17 of the International Covenant

on Civil and Political Rights which protected persons agai nst unl awfu
interference with their honme and, lastly, with the Comrittee's Genera
Comment No. 7 (1997) on the right to adequate housing (forced evictions).

38. M. PILLAY said that the Polish Governnent's witten reply to

guestion 37 concerning the fate of honel ess persons was insufficient. 1In view
of the housing shortage, the high unenploynent rate and the incidence of
poverty in Pol and, the nunber of homel ess persons nust be fairly high. Wre
there any statistics in that regard? Did the honeless die of cold in the
streets? |If so, what neasures had been taken to prevent that from happening
agai n? Had the Governnent started to build housing, as prom sed, to rehouse
the poorest fanmlies affected by the floods in 1997?

39. M . ADEKUOYE said that he would Iike further details on the status of

t he housi ng programme for 1996-2000, as well as on the total nunber of persons
enpl oyed in the housing sector. Since he was al so concerned about the effects
of economic liberalization on property and housi ng specul ati on, he w shed to
know whet her there was a | aw regul ati ng that issue.

40. The CHAI RPERSON gave the floor to the Polish del egation

41. M. DRZEW CKI (Pol and) assured the nmenbers of the Conmittee that the
Polish State did not intend to shirk its responsibilities in the area of

housing. Reforns in that sector were neverthel ess taking place in severa
stages. For exanple, local authorities would be playing a greater role in




E/ C. 12/1998/ SR 12
page 7

provi di ng af fordabl e housi ng and rehousi ng evicted persons. That system was
only just beginning to bear fruit. The next report would indicate the
progress bei ng made.

42. The Polish Governnment was also comritted to strengthening the protection
of property rights. There was a grow ng nunmber of religious and civi
non-profit organi zati ons which offered assistance to the honel ess. Although
the eviction |aw had been relaxed, it was very difficult to apply and actua
evictions were the exception

43. M. JAKUBOABKI (Pol and) said that there still was no text governing
property speculation. 1In accordance with a |aw scheduled to enter into force
by the end of the year, however, private individuals would be able to purchase
apartnents or houses currently managed by the authorities and would be free to
set the rents. The entry into force of that |aw woul d probably nean that the
authorities or the State would have to introduce sonme kind of rent control

if only tenporarily, in order to prevent anarchy.

Article 12: The right to health

44, The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nenber of the Conmittee, said that

the information given pointed to high levels of pollution and serious

envi ronnental degradation in Poland. Wat was the effect of these

two problems on public health? In many forner Conmuni st countries, noreover,
economic |iberalization had been acconpani ed by a significant increase in

al coholism \What effects did that have on human health and what neasures were
being taken to deal with the situation? Per capita cigarette consunption also
seenmed to be very high in Poland. Wat was the Governnent doing to conbat

t obacco snoking, especially in young peopl e?

45. M. CEAUSU said that he would like to know the reasons for the
deterioration in the situation in respect of cardi ovascul ar di sease and
cancer, which paragraph 433 of the report too readily referred to as “di seases
associated with civilization”. As far as cancer was concerned, had there been
any noticeabl e negative effects fromthe Chernobyl accident on the health of
the popul ation? |If so, what neasures had been taken by the authorities to
remedy the situation? Did projects financed by international assistance have
any positive effect on the health services in Poland?

46. The CHAI RPERSON gave the floor to the Polish del egation

47. M. JAKUBOABKI (Pol and) said that the CGovernnent had recently

i mpl enented two programmes designed to combat cardiovascul ar di sease and
cancer. One prelimnary result was that cardi ovascul ar di seases had been the
cause of only 50 per cent of registered deaths in 1997, as against 53 per cent
in 1993. A national anti-cancer programe had been adopted in 1997, with
breast cancer as the top priority. In that connection, the Government had
provi ded hospitals with the necessary nmanmogram equi pmrent. As to snoking, a

| aw had been adopted that prohibited tobacco advertising on television and in
the press, snoking in public places (except in places specifically reserved
for that purpose) and the sale of cigarettes to mnors.
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48. Ms. BORUTA (Pol and), replying to M. Ceausu's question, said that the
research carried out on the effects of the Chernobyl accident had not produced
reliable information. As to the inpact of international assistance on the
restructuring of the health system a Wrld Bank subsidy had served to finance
the anti-cancer programme. Wth regard to alcoholism the Government had
created the post of coordinator of nmeasures to conbat that problem which would
be financed by the national budget.

49. M. ANTANOVI CH, noting that current nedical practice was increasingly
nmore focused on prevention, asked what system of preventing cardi ovascul ar
di seases was in place. He also wished to have nore details on the health
services and on health insurance for the elderly.

50. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO not ed that high chol esterol levels were one of
the causes of cardiovascul ar di seases. Ws there a canpaign, in the context
of prevention policy, to make the popul ation aware of the benefits of a

bal anced diet?

51. The CHAI RPERSON gave the floor to the Polish del egation

52. M. JAKUBOABKI (Pol and) said that the national programre for the
prevention of cardiovascul ar di seases had two objectives: to bring about a
behavi oural change in the population and to set up health centres for persons
suffering fromheart problens. There were no health services designed
especially for the elderly.

53. Polish eating habits were not anpong the healthiest in the world,
basically for reasons related to the country's history and geography.
However, the Governnent was determ ned to change people's attitudes in that
regard, particularly by making school children aware of the inportance of a
heal t hy diet.

Articles 13 and 14 of the Covenant: The right to education

54. M. PILLAY asked what neasures the Governnment had taken to ensure that
non- Cat holic students in nursery and primary schools did not receive Catholic
religious education. Sex education seened to be based on textbooks which were
strongly influenced by the Catholic religion. Wat measures had the
Governnment taken to pronote a secul ar approach to sex education?

55. There seemed to be no procedure in place to protect children from abuse
by teachers. O utnpbst concern was the fact that teachers who resorted to
corporal punishment could not be sued. Did the Polish Governnent plan to
abolish that practice in the context of the educational reforns?

56. M. THAPALI A said that reduced spending on hi gher education was a
regressive step which was inconsistent with the pronotion of free education
No effort had been made to increase the nunber of girls in technica
education, with sone schools going as far as to refuse to admt girls.

What was the proportion of girls in higher education?

57. He al so pointed out that, whereas the | anguages of nobst nationa
mnorities were taught in primary and post-prinmary schools, that was not the
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case for the Roma people. Wat was the reason for that discrimnation? He
was, however, happy to see that sex education and health and environnenta
education were as nuch a part of primary as of secondary education. Was human
ri ghts education included in training progranmes for police officers and
prison officials?

58. M. ANTANOVI CH said that he would |ike to have current data on schoo
drop-out rates with a breakdown by sex. University degrees had lost their

val ue and hi gher education its prestige in countries undergoing far-reaching
econom ¢ and soci al changes. What was the reason for the increase in drop-out
rates at the higher education |level and was the country in a position to
reverse that trend?

59. M. CEAUSU asked what percentage of prinmary education was financed

by the local authorities and what percentage by the State, follow ng the
decentralization of the educational system |[|f nmpost primary schools were
financed by the local authorities, was there reason to fear that students from
poorer comrunities would be at a di sadvantage? Was that also a concern of the
authorities?

60. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO, referring to human rights education, asked
whet her the issue of sex non-discrimnation, i.e. the principle of equa
rights for nen and wonen, was dealt with in school textbooks. Could elderly
persons attend cl asses and what neasures had been put in place for that

pur pose?

61. The CHAI RPERSON gave the floor to the Polish del egation

62. M. DRZEW CKI (Pol and) said that corporal punishnment was illegal. If it
was conmitted, a conplaint could be made to the school disciplinary conmttee.
If necessary, legal action could be taken with all the attendant consequences.

63. Rel i gi ous educati on had been reintroduced in Polish public schools,

on an optional basis, at all levels, if the parents so wished. |In nursery
schools, children could be exenpted at the request of their parents, but
alternative activities must be organized for children who did not participate
in those classes. At the secondary |evel, the student must also be in
agreement. In secondary school and in the last few years of primary school
students who did not wish to receive such instruction could attend an optiona
class on norals.

64. Rel i gious instruction was given in public school prem ses on the basis
of follow ng a decision taken denocratically. The fact that it was offered in
schools did not, in any way, by reason of the different possibilities offered
in Polish public education, underm ne the enjoynment of the right to freedom of
religion or cause “any discrimnation agai nst adherents to other religions or
non- bel i evers”, as stated in paragraph 9 of the Human Rights Comrittee's
General Comment No. 22 (1993) on the right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion.

65. M. JAKUBOASKI (Poland) said that, for the 1996-1997 acadeni c year
statistics on school attendance had been the following: 5 mllion students
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in primary schools, 700,000 in the last four years of secondary school
1.6 mllion in technical schools, 182,000 in post-secondary school s
and 1 million in universities. The Polish Governnment's objective was
that 30 per cent of students who had finished secondary school should
recei ve university education

66. As to the training of the 530,000 teachers who had worked in primary
and secondary education in the 1997-1998 academ c year, the figures were

the following: 60 per cent had conpl eted higher studies, 27 per cent
post-secondary studies and 12 per cent were graduates of secondary schools.
Sal ari es were not very high (1,100 zlotys, i.e. just over US$ 300 per nonth),
but increased by 2.3 per cent per annum In primary and secondary

school s, 80 per cent of the teachers were wonen.

67. Wth the current decentralization process, primary education was funded
by local authorities and subsidized by the Mnistry of Education, as needed.
Secondary education, which was currently funded fromthe national budget,
woul d be financed by |ocal authorities. Private schools were subsidized

by 50 per cent of the total anmpunt spent on each student in public schools.
Uni versity education was totally financed fromthe State budget.

68. Ms. BORUTA (Pol and) expl ai ned that an equal nunmber of girls and boys
recei ved hi gher education, but boys tended to choose science courses, whereas
girls, who were the victins of tradition and the prevailing nentality,
confined thenselves to a limted nunber of subjects. Even when they chose
technical training, girls then tried, as was also the case in western
countries, to work in traditionally fenal e-dom nated areas. Certain

prof essi ons were not yet open to them such as fire fighting and the arny, for
exanple. Human rights education was offered in what were known as “humani st
option” schools. It varied depending on the political party in power. The
study of certain subjects taught in schools could help change generally
accepted ideas on the role of nmen and wonen in society.

69. M. AHMED asked whet her there was a connection between the abolition of
corporal punishnment and rising violence in schools, as well as the schoo
drop-out rate

70. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nenber of the Conmittee, asked what
effect the | arge nunber of students in higher education could have on the
econom ¢ and social structure of Pol and.

71. M. PILLAY asked whether it was true, as indicated in a United States
State Departnent report, that teachers who practised corporal punishment were
not prosecuted in Poland and, according to the same source, that, in nost
Pol i sh schools, for budgetary reasons, students had no choice but to attend
religious education cl asses.

72. The CHAI RPERSON gave the floor to the Polish del egation

73. M. JAKUBOWSKI (Poland) said that, if teachers had been adm ni stering
corporal punishment wi thout any |egal action being taken against them a
conpl aint should be filed and the necessary action would be taken. The rise
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in violence and juvenile delinquency had nothing to do with the abolition of
corporal punishnent in Poland, which dated back a long tine. That problem was
nmore the result of Polish society's nove towards greater freedom

74. M. DRZEW CKI (Pol and) said that corporal punishnent had been aboli shed
in the 1940s and that the rise in delinquency was probably the fault of the
medi a. Viol ence against teachers had first been observed in Poland in 1997.

75. Students coul d take optional norals classes instead of religious
instruction, but, if they were too fewin nunber or if there was no teacher
with the required training, then they had to take the religion classes.
However, that course of study was not nentioned at all on di ploms and was
not taken into account for pronotion. The sanme applied to sex education

76. Ms. BORUTA (Pol and) expl ained that the |arge nunber of wonen in
uni versities had no social inpact because the courses they chose did not
conflict with those chosen by nen.

Article 15 of the Covenant: The right to take part in cultural life

77. M. ANTANOVI CH asked whet her culture (buildings, events, programre
i mpl enentation, etc.) was financed basically fromthe State budget or whether
there were several sources of funding.

78. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO requested further details on the contribution of
el derly persons to culture. Did they organize |lectures, for exanple? What
was the Government doing to facilitate their access to culture? Did they
benefit fromreduced rates to attend events or visit nuseuns?

79. M. MARCHAN ROMERO asked why several libraries had been cl osed

since 1993, and why there had been 310 fewer cultural houses, centres, clubs
and comon roons since then (paras. 554-575 of the report)? Wat was the
Governnment doing to deal with the situation? Paragraph 595 al so said that
“Within the last few years inportant changes in the functioning or the
cultural system have occurred as a result of the transformation of the
political and econonic systens”. \What were those changes?

80. M. W MER asked what had beconme of the cultural conplexes and the whol e
system put in place for workers and young people during the Comruni st era.
VWho owned television stations in Poland and what proportion was owned by the
Polish State?

81. M. AHMED asked about the Governnent's policy on ethnic groups in Poland
whi ch had their own culture, |anguage and traditions. Ws it a policy of

mut ual exchange, one that was respectful of the specificities of those groups
or was it a policy of assimlation in the short termand the long tern? Was
there a Mnistry of Culture and the Arts separate and apart fromthe Mnistry
of Education?

82. The CHAI RPERSON invited the Polish del egation to answer the questions.

83. M. DRZEW CKI (Poland), replying to M. Ahned' s questions, said that,
after 1989, the Polish Governnent had abandoned any policy of cultural or




E/ C. 12/1998/ SR. 12
page 12

other assimlation of mnorities and had preferred to leave it up to those
groups to decide, on the basis of subjective criteria, what their national
ethnic, religious or other identity was. Those minorities had access, in
public schools, to instruction in Lithuanian, Belarusian, Ukrainian and
German. They were also free to create their own cultural or other
associ ati ons and have their own newspapers witten in their own |anguages and
subsi di zed by the Mnistry of Culture. Local public television stations also
broadcast programmes in those mnority |l anguages at certain tinmes.

84. As to foreign | anguage teaching, the first foreign | anguage was
i ntroduced in the fourth year of primary school and the second in secondary
school. Up to 1989, Russian had been compul sory. Now, students coul d choose

German, English, French or Russian depending on teachers' qualifications.
They could al so study Italian or Spanish. Lastly, there was indeed a Mnistry
of Culture and the Arts separate and apart fromthe Mnistry of Education

85. Ms. BORUTA (Pol and) thanked the nenbers of the Committee for having

gi ven Pol and the possibility of engaging in constructive and fruitful dial ogue
with them and of sharing enriching thoughts on the current and future
realization of economic, social and cultural rights in Poland. The Polish
Government was determ ned gradually to guarantee the full exercise of the
rights provided for in the Covenant.

86. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the del egation for its answers to the
Conmittee's questions and for the constructive dial ogue. He announced that
the Conmittee had thus conpleted its consideration of Poland' s third periodic
report (E/ 1994/104/ Add. 13).

87. The Polish delegation withdrew.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




