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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 6) (continued)

Initial report of Algeria [(CRC/C/28/Add.4; CRC/C/ QALG 1 (list of issues);
witten replies by the Al gerian Government, docunent w thout a synbol
distributed in French only)]

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Denbri, M. Hassai ne,
Ms. Hemici, Ms. Chaieb and Ms. Djidel (Algeria) took places at the
Committee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON wel conmed the Al gerian del egation. On behalf of the
Conmittee, she thanked the Al gerian Government for its initial report
(CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 4) and witten replies to the questions on the list of issues to
be taken up in connection with the consideration of the report

(CRC/C/QALG 1).

3. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that Al geria' s accession to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child had been an appropriate and |ogical step, for its
social wel fare programme foll ow ng i ndependence had been ai med at providing
speci al care for the nost vul nerable categories of the population, those who
had suffered the nost fromthe colonial era and the war, nanely the children
Despite limted resources, the Algerian authorities, relying on nationa
solidarity and traditional noral and religious values, had begun in 1963 to
focus their efforts on protecting children and naking themthe architects of a
future of unity and prosperity. |In ratifying the Convention the Al gerian
Governnment had al so confirned the Algerian people's commitnment to the famly
in general and children in particular, as already reflected in Algerian

| egislation and policy. Article 53 of the Constitution, for exanple,
guaranteed the principle of conpulsory primary education free of charge.

Al geria al so guaranteed equal access to vocational training for children who
were not able to go on to secondary school on conpleting primary school
Article 54 of the Constitution provided all citizens with the right to
protection of health, while article 59 set forth an obligation for the State
to guarantee subsi stence for disabled people unable to work. Those
constitutional principles formed the basis for Al gerian strategy to pronote
and protect the rights of the child, which was inplenented and nonitored by
institutions at the highest level in the country. The Mnistry for Nationa
Solidarity and the Family reported directly to the Head of State, and the
National Committee for the Protection and Pronotion of the Fam |y worked at
the community level. Oher mnisterial departnments were directly involved,
such as those which dealt with health, education, |abour, social welfare,
vocational training, youth and sports, justice and | ocal comunities. Those
gover nment agenci es operated under the national plan of action for

i mpl enenting the World Decl aration on the Survival, Protection and Devel opnent
of Children, prepared in cooperation with UNICEF. The National Human Ri ghts
Monitoring Centre which was an i ndependent agency, and numerous associ ati ons
and foundations, supported the authorities' work, hel ped nonitor and eval uate
it and conducted activities of their owmn. The Centre to Mnitor the Rights of
the Mother and Child had recently been established.
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4, The difficult situation inherited when i ndependence had been achi eved
in 1962 and the | arge nunber of young people in Algeria had nade the
authorities' task all the harder. One-third of the Algerian popul ation was
under 16 years of age and 40 per cent under 18 years of age. The protection
of children had therefore been a huge task, which had been carried out in
conjunction with activities ained at bringing Algeria out of its

underdevel opnent. In 30 years the nortality rate anong children under five
years of age had been | owered from 243 to 65 deaths per 1,000 live births.
The percentage of children vaccinated varied between 92 and 65 per cent, and
the primary school enrolnent rate was 95 per cent for boys and 86 per cent for
girls, whereas those rates had been negligible at independence.

5. Al geria played its full part in international foruns concerned with the
pronoti on and protection of the rights of the child. It defended positions

on the basis of universal noral principles, notably in conbating the

i nvol venment of children in armed conflicts, child prostitution and child
pornography. It also fully supported the work of agencies such as UNESCO

WHO, UNI CEF and UNFPA, for it was convinced that international cooperation had
an inportant role to play in pronoting the rights of the child.

6. M. FULCI noted that there was no conprehensive nechani sm for

supervi sing and coordinating activities for promoting the rights of children
in Algeria: he asked to what extent that could be done by the Nationa
Committee for the Protection and Pronotion of the Family and whether there
were plans to establish a cormmittee specifically dealing with children. In
hi s understandi ng, the 1996 Constitution stipulated that the provisions of
international instrunments ratified by Algeria were automatically recognized
and applied by the courts. He would therefore |ike to know whet her that

provi sion of the Constitution was in fact applied in cases of conflict between
donmestic | aw and the Convention. Lastly, he asked whether the 1992
anti-terrorismlaws had altered the guarantees provided in the | egislation for
the exercise of children's fundanental rights.

7. Ms. OUEDRAOGO, referring to the Al gerian Government's reply to
guestion 11 in the List of I|Issues, observed that no mention was rmade of
publicizing the Convention in the schools. She would therefore like to know
how chil dren were given access to the Convention and to what extent they
participated in inplenenting it. Wth regard to question 12, she asked

whet her there were plans to translate the text of the Convention into the

Ber ber | anguage and how t he Convention was perceived in Al gerian famlies.

She woul d al so suggest that, for efficiency' s sake, the numerous | aws relating
to the protection of children should be regrouped into a single text. Lastly,
she expressed the hope that the Al gerian Governnent would wi thdraw the
statenents it had nmade on ratifying the Convention

8. M. KOOSOV said he agreed that the Al gerian Governnment should w thdraw
its statenents about the Convention. There was an apparent contradiction
between the fact that the Algerian Constitution established civil rights and
freedons for all Algerian citizens and the fact that the Cvil Code set the
age of civil mpjority at 19, and he asked for clarification of that point.

G ven that nmany Al gerian famlies worked and |ived abroad, he encouraged
Algeria to accede to the International Convention on the Protection of the
Rights of All Mgrant Wirkers and Menbers of Their Famlies.
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9. Ms. SARDENBERG referring to the replies to question 4 in the List of

| ssues, asked how the national plan of action for inplenmenting the Wrld

Decl aration on the Survival, Protection and Devel opment of Children was
applied at the local |evel and how the various children's welfare projects and
policies were coordinated. She al so requested additional information on the
activities of the National Human Ri ghts Monitoring Centre and asked whet her

Al geria was cooperating with organizations other than those nentioned in the
reply to question 14 to foster the inplenentation of the Convention. Did the
authorities cooperate closely with the non-governnmental organizations in that
area?

10. M_. RABAH asked what were the practical factors inpeding the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention. |In particular, what was the situation
regardi ng adopti on and abortion in a country where the majority of the
popul ation was conmitted to religious values? He also noted that the
anti-terrorismlaws had | owered the m ni mum age of crimnal responsibility
from18 to 16. Was that neasure not in contradiction with the fact that

Al geria had entered no reservations to the Convention?

The neeting was suspended at 3.40 and resuned at 4.05 p. m

11. The CHAI RPERSON invited the members of the Algerian delegation to reply
to the Comm ttee nenbers' questions.

12. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that in many respects Algerian |egislation on
children was not at variance with legislation in force in the countries that
were nost advanced in such matters. The Convention's entry into force for

Al geria had nmade it necessary to organize a systemfor inplenenting it. Thus
the Mnistry for National Solidarity and the Famly had authority over al

t hose responsible for children's welfare and was in charge of coordination
whi ch was an i mense task, if not always very visible.

13. One way in which information on children's rights was di ssem nated

consi sted of special television and radi o programmes and columms in the press,
and arrangenents were made for children to participate in the schools, through
class councils and the boards of governors of high schools, technical schools
and ot her educational establishnents. One project currently under way

consi sted of bringing together all the legislation on children into a single
children's code to be added to the Civil Code and the Code of Personal Law

14. Algeria' s statenents concerning interpretation of the Convention dealt
with only three issues which Algeria considered to be crucial, nanely the
principles which stipulated that children should be raised in their father's
religion, children should be raised according to standards appropriate to

Al gerian society and freedom of information should not extend to publications
and nmessages which perverted the child s image. On another matter, the

princi ples of the Koran, which were considered to be principles of positive
law in Al geria, made no provision for adoption, but Algeria as a secular State
had attenpted to cone to ternms with that provision of positive |law in order
that children without famlies, who had been abandoned or born in hospita
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wi t hout being named by the nother, could be cared for, and even have the
possibility of taking the caregiver's nane - which was new in comparison with
other Muslimcountries. Children taken into tutelage (kafala) could al so

i nherit.

15. Algeria was committed to the right to life, and its |egislation banned
abortion. Therapeutic abortions could nevertheless be perforned, in
particular in cases of rape, with prior approval by the appropriate
conmi ssi ons, which based their decisions on nedical, social and psychol ogi ca
criteria. A community movenment had done excellent work in the field
protecting nothers and children in difficulty; one was the Association of

Vol untary Foster Fam lies, which took in children without famlies or born out
of wedlock. Algeria also had human rights societies, including three human
rights |l eagues with slightly different approaches, some primarily interested
in civil and political rights and others in social and cultural rights. The
Nat i onal Human Ri ghts Monitoring Centre, an independent body, submtted an
annual report and did nuch to publicize the rights of children. The
recently-established Centre to Monitor the Rights of the Mdther and Child
showed how deeply Algeria was committed to participation; dissem nation and
monitoring of the authorities' work.

16. The Novenber 1996 Constitution had opened the way for institutionalizing
t he Berber |anguage, but linguistic problens persisted, for there were severa
Berber dialects and efforts were currently focusing on establishing a common
formof the | anguage into which all of the texts available in Arabic and
French woul d be translated. The Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts was the
first text to have been translated into the Berber |anguage, in January 1997.

17. Ms. HEMCI (Algeria) said that anmended article 249 of the
anti-terrorismlaw stipulated that the crimnal courts were conpetent to try
m nors aged 16 and over for crinmes of subversion or terrorism which neant

t hat the amendnent had not affected the age of crimnal majority in general
whi ch remai ned at 18. Mnors covered by the anended article, however, would
continue to be covered by article 50 of the Penal Code, which provided that
when m nors between 13 and 18 years of age were convicted of a crimna

of fence, the penalties handed down would be lighter than for an adult. In
particul ar, the death penalty or life inprisonnent would be replaced by

a 10-20 year prison sentence.

18. As for the suggestion of a conflict between the provisions of the
Constitution and the Civil Code, and the gap between children's and adults
rights, although it was true that sonme rights could only be exercised on
attaining majority, others were recognized as specifically relating to
children, in particular the right to education, health care, a nane, a
nationality and protection in case of noral danger. |In addition, article 132
of the Constitution provided that international instrunents ratified by the
State could be directly invoked in the national courts and that their
provi si ons took precedence over those of the national |egislation

19. Ms. DIIDEL (Algeria), referring to the Convention's foll ow up

mechani sms, said that the decentralization of the social welfare progranmes
had led, in 1996, to the establishnent of social welfare offices entrusted
with very inportant tasks, notably to protect persons in difficulty, disabled
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children, children without famlies and young people in conflict with society.
Programmes were inplenented in specialized establishnments, and in order to
target the di sadvantaged popul ati on groups nore effectively and provide the
authorities with the information needed to set up appropriate programres, a
social welfare office had been established in every Comrune; in 1993 a

deci sion had been taken to assign every Conmune a social worker, the socia
conmmi ssioner, who was trained for that purpose.

20. Conmuni ty organi zations in Al geria had been rapidly expanding for the

| ast 10 years, especially where the protection of the interests of children
was concerned. There were currently 100 or so national associations and about
a thousand | ocal associations working in that area. The State provided such
associ ations with support by subsidizing programres ai med at the socia
integration of children in general, helping in the training of staff, making
prem ses avail abl e and encouragi ng the associations to participate in projects
with foreign countries.

21. Ms. CHAIEB (Algeria) said that several ministries in Al geria worked on
children's issues; their activities were coordi nated under national and

regi onal programes. The health services nonitored pregnancies to prevent

di sease and conplications. Approximately 80 per cent of births took pl ace

wi th nmedi cal assistance, which nade it possible to reduce maternal and infant
nmortality and to nonitor the child' s progress.

22. Efforts focused on the prevention of certain diseases, especially

di arrhoeal and respiratory di seases and rheumatic fever. To that end the

heal th services cooperated closely with the national education sector, and the
nati onal school health progranmme had set up units for the detection and

foll ow-up of diseases which children were likely to catch. Those units, which
had been set up in each of the 48 departnments, were already operational and
arranged for children to undergo nedi cal check-ups on entering the schoo
system Two and perhaps nore check-ups per year were being planned at a | ater
stage, when the entire systemwas in place. A progranme to conbat

mal nutrition was al so being carried out, as were other children's and adults
heal t h progranmmes, ained at conbating vari ous conmuni cabl e di seases. Nationa
programmes in that area were being revitalized, and efforts currently focused
on the drinking water supply, in order to reduce the water-borne diseases that
were fatal to very young children. The health sector was cooperating closely
with the conmunity organizations, which were very active in the field. There
were currently 10 or so patients' associations such as the Diabetics

Associ ation and the Association of Cancer Patients, which provided a val uable
contribution in identifying an entire popul ati on group of patients and

i mpl enenting the various national health progranmes in the field.

23. Ms. MXHUANE asked what effect Algeria's currently unfavourable
econom ¢ situation was having on the situation of young people. She would

al so appreciate information and, if available, statistics on the extent of the
Al DS epidenm c and prostitution in the country.

24. Ms. SARDENBERG said that the report focused sonmewhat too heavily on the
| egi sl ative steps taken to give effect to the Convention and did not contain
sufficient information on the actual situation of children in Al geria. She
woul d also like to know how the Al gerian authorities assessed their
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i nformati on and data-collection system Lastly, she asked what training was
gi ven to personnel potentially in contact with children, in the socia
services, police force and judicial services.

25. M . RABAH asked whet her children were adequately covered by soci al
security in Algeria, and in particular whether there was any discrimnation
bet ween urban and rural children. He would also like to know what treatnment
was given to orphans and to children with no neans of support.

26. M. FULCI asked the Al gerian delegation for its reaction to the
information in paragraph 298 of the 1995 report of the Committee on Econom c
Social and Cultural Rights (E/C 12/1995/18), to the effect that there was a
high nortality rate anong young girls in the 1-10 age group, which the

Gover nment acknow edged was due to the fact that better care was provided for
boys.

27. M. KOLOSOV said that he was not clear about the reasons on which

Al geria had based its statenents on interpretation of the Convention.

Article 14 granted parents the right to provide direction to the child in the
exercise of his or her right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion
That provision, therefore, was not at variance with the Al gerian Fam |y Code,
whi ch stipulated that children should be raised according to the religion of
their father. Article 16 of the Convention prohibited arbitrary or unl awf ul
interference with the child s privacy. Consequently, it was clear that |awfu
interference with the child' s privacy, nanely interference permtted by |aw,
was aut horized. Simlarly, under article 17 (a) of the Convention States
parties were to encourage the mass nmedia to dissem nate information and
material of social and cultural benefit to the child and were called on to
protect the child frominformation and material injurious to his or her

wel | -being. Those provisions fully nmet the concerns expressed in Algeria's
interpretative statenent on articles 13, 16 and 17 of the Convention

28. He al so asked why Algeria had not ratified the International Convention
on the Protection of the Rights of All Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their
Fam lies. It mght seemnatural for a country of inmmgration to be unwilling

to ratify the Convention, which mght inpose financial obligations on it that
it would be unable to afford. Algeria, however, which was nmore a country of
em gration, would have every interest in the Convention being adopted and
ratified by as many States as possible. Lastly, he noted that the age of

civil majority was set at 19, but that the law provided for an entire series
of exceptions to that rule. In his viewthere was a problemin that area, and
he woul d appreciate clarifications fromthe Al gerian del egation

29. The CHAI RPERSON said it was her understanding that an anti-terrorismlaw
had been enacted in 1992, which the authorities had prom sed to repea

rapidly, but that the |l aw had been extended in 1996. She would |like to know
the inmpact of those |egislative provisions on the rights of the child.

30. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) noted that Al geria had been anong the first
countries to sign the Convention, which reflected its commtnent to the rights
of the child, and that on acceding to independence, it had taken significant
steps to secure education and health for children
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31. The law on terrorism and subversion certainly did affect children, since
m nors under 16 years of age who had comm tted crines of bl oodshed could be
brought before the courts, but he pointed out that they were still able to

pl ead the fact that they were mnors. The problemraised by M. Kolosov with
regard to the age of civil mpgjority was a real one, and it did in fact appear
necessary to revise the legislation in order to nake it nore consistent. On
anot her matter, he said that 40 per cent of the State budget was allocated to
education, and that the nunber of university students, which had risen
from300 in 1962 to 350,000 currently, was an exanple of the considerable
progress made in that field.

32. M. Kol osov's remarks on Algeria' s interpretative statenments were

wel | -founded; the Convention did indeed provide guarantees that net the
concerns expressed in those statenents. He was not aware of the reasons why
the Al gerian CGovernnent had made those statements, and he would transmt the
Conmittee's concerns to his Government. The reason why Algeria had not
acceded to the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Al
M grant Workers and Menbers of Their Fam lies was that until quite recently it
had been a country of em gration rather than immgration. The problem ni ght
arise in the future, however, for Algeria was currently hosting some

100, 000 refugees from sub-Saharan countries, causing somewhat of a strain on
the country, with which it was trying to cope with assistance from WP, UN CEF
and UNHCR

33. Ms. DIIDEL (Algeria), replying to the question on social security, said
t hat sickness insurance applied not only to the working popul ati on, whether or
not they were wage-earners, but also to disabled people, students, interns and
apprentices. Social security also covered children taken in charge under the
kafal a on an equal basis with legitimte children, orphans who were wards of
the State and children with no neans of support, whomit had not been possible
to reintegrate into their famlies and who were placed in speci al
establishments. In addition, children who were particularly di sadvantaged
because of the country's econom c situation received social assistance from
the State budget, or, at the request of the town council or the wlaya, from
the National Solidarity Fund, which provided a “social net” for socially

vul nerabl e groups.

34. Ms. HEM ClI (Algeria) explained that the anti-terrorismlaw had been
repeal ed and only a few of its provisions incorporated into the Code of
Crimnal Procedure, such as those relating to the custody deadline and the

extension of police powers. |In any event, a mnor under 16 years of age who
was involved in acts of terrorismwould be tried according to ordinary |aw
procedures, by a children's judge, and would enjoy all |egal guarantees: the

right to a defence, to be tried wi thout undue delay, to the remedi es provided
by law, etc.

35. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said he agreed that the high unenpl oyment rate was
a threat to the social fabric. Algeria was attenpting to neet its

popul ation's social welfare needs through its own resources, but the current
econom c situation was a difficult one, resources were decreasing, agriculture
had suffered fromthe drought and the redevel opment of the industrial sector
was a large item of expenditure. The situation was unfavourable as far as
enpl oynent of the soon-to-be 18 age group was concerned, but Algeria was doing
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everything possible, in the framework of both international cooperation and
partnershi p agreenents, to enable such young people to enjoy the right to work
and prevent themfromturning to extrem sm

36. O her dangers, such as H'V and AIDS, had been highlighted by the nenbers
of the Conmittee. Algeria was still fairly well protected as far as H V and
Al DS were concerned, and al though he was not able to provide statistical data
for the nonent, he believed he could say that the incidence of AIDS was | ow.
Prostitution was prohibited by | aw and those responsible were crimnally
prosecuted, but the social rehabilitation agencies also worked to elimnate
prostitution. Another question had concerned gaps in the distribution of
children's assistance funds between the cities and the countryside. The funds
were intended for programmes at the local level, for the construction of
day-care centres or kindergartens, for exanple, under the authority of the
walis. A simlar question had been raised about nutritional requirenments.
Nutritional requirements had been defined according to WHO standards, and

t hrough the school cafeterias the State saw to it that nutritiona
deficiencies, even in the nost renote villages in the country, were renedi ed.
He was not familiar with the docunment containing the statistics nmentioned by
M. Fulci on the nutritional differences between boys and girls.

37. Ms. MBO said that, although the Committee had been given sufficient
informati on on the | egislative provisions governing the status of children in
Al geria, the sanme could not be said of the situation at the practical |evel.
For exanpl e, although conpul sory work, and work by children under 16 years of
age, was clearly prohibited by the Penal Code, in view of the country's
economic situation it mght neverthel ess be feared that the unstructured
sector would enploy children. Perhaps there had been studies on the problem
in which case statistics would be welcome. Sinmilarly, the discrimnation

i ssue was resolved in the |egislation, which prohibited discrimnation on any
grounds. She was not certain, however, that social and cultural practices did
not perpetuate certain fornms of discrimnation, in particular between boys and
girls.

38. M . RABAH asked whether, for a child to acquire Al gerian nationality, it
was sufficient to apply, in accordance with article 10 of the Algerian
Nationality Code, or whether the child had to fulfil certain requirenents. He
woul d al so Iike to know whether a child |ost Algerian nationality when his
parents did. Noting that Algeria covered a vast territory sonme parts of which
had few adm nistrative centres, he asked whether the del egati on had statistics
on the nunber of children who were not registered at birth. Lastly, he would
like to know whether a child, on attaining majority, could term nate a
contract concluded in his nane prior to that tinme, if he found it to be
contrary to his interests.

39. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that the prohibition of child |abour was an
unshakeabl e princi pl e whose i npl ementati on was cl osely nonitored by

i nspectors. To avoid the exploitation of children, the Al gerian State had
many years earlier enacted a law relating to apprenticeshi ps, under which
apprentices were provided with fellowships financed fromthe State budget and
taken in charge by a well-structured system |In the informal sector, which
contained famlies working in cottage industry and nomad fanmilies, children
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m ght possibly participate in the group's activities and work as shepherds,
for example, but he was not sure that could really be termed exploitation. He
woul d provide exact figures at the follow ng neeting.

40. He coul d see only one case of discrimnation between boys and girls in
everyday life, nanely the inequality of the sexes as far as inheritance was
concerned. That was a principle of Islamwhich experts in religious |aw would
have to be asked to study nore thoroughly in order to arrive at a

non-di scrimnatory practice in that area.

41. Turning briefly to the question of nationality, he said that

jus sanguinis was stronger than jus solis in Algeria, and that, for exanple, a
foreigner born in Al geria could acquire Al gerian nationality by providing
proof of his integration into society. The Nationality Code contained an

i mportant aspect, protection of nothers and children, which was crucial to
single-parent famlies. Wth regard to a child term nating a civil contract
on attaining magjority, he said that a child who considered his rights to have
been violated was entitled to go to court and fully recover his rights on
attaining his majority.

42. Ms. HEMCI (Algeria) said that the conditions for acquiring Al gerian
nationality were set forth in article 10 of the Nationality Code and listed in
par agraph 32 of the report. Nationality could be [ost in three ways:

vol untary acqui sition of another nationality; authorization, by decree, to
give up Algerian nationality; and repudiation of Algerian nationality under
article 17 of the Nationality Code. Whatever the nmethod, |oss of nationality
applied to an individual's mnor children who were living with him

43. M. DEMBRI (Algeria) said that births were occasionally not registered
within the deadline, for exanple anong the nomads. Such births were

regi stered |ater on, for instance through the traditional chiefs, who acted as
relay stations for the administration. Since nomads were found throughout the
Sahel o- Saharan area, that procedure could cover births in foreign countries.
Wth regard to the identification of the child, he said that, even on his

deat hbed, an Al gerian could acknow edge parentage of a child, who then enjoyed
all the rights deriving fromhis status.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




