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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Uganda (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 40; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 69; CRC/ C/ Q UGA/ 1
(l'ist of issues to be taken up in connection with the consideration of the
initial report of Uganda); witten replies by the Government of Uganda
concerning the list of issues (in-session docunment, in English only))

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the Ugandan del egation resunmed its

places at the Conmmittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the del egation to explain Uganda' s needs
regardi ng assistance to child victinms of the unrest in the north of the
country. She would also |like to know nore about the attitude of Ugandan
society to the general principles set forth in the Convention. Were they wel
accepted or were they regarded as an attenpt to i npose Western val ues?

3. M s. SARDENBERG expressed concern about the discrimnatory attitudes
that appeared to exist with respect to sone categories of children, including
young girls, disabled children and orphans, and requested clarification as to
how t he Government intended to renmedy that problem She would also like to
know what was being done to ensure that the views of the child were taken into
account, in conformty with article 12 of the Convention, and pointed out that
the aimwas to strike a bal ance between the prerogatives of the parents and
those of the children within the famly. Furthernore, she would wel cone nore
i nformati on about the training of nedical personnel working with children and
about the activities and conposition of the task force on adol escent health
referred to the Governnent's witten replies. Lastly, she wished to underline
the inmportance of the dissem nation of the State party's initial report as a
policy instrunent for the nobilization and sensitization of the popul ation

4, Ms. OUEDRAOGO, referring to the general principles, asked for sone
clarification about the neasures taken by the Ugandan CGovernnment to stop the
di scrimnation of which wonen living in rural areas continued to be victins
because of the application of customary |aw, which restricted their rights
concerni ng adoption, marriage, divorce, inheritance and ownership of rea
property. She would also like to know the results of the study carried out on
the status of young girls.

5. Regardi ng the best interests of the child, she welconed the neasures
taken to give effect to that principle and enphasized the need to address the
negati ve aspects of customin that regard. The Governnent maintained that the
fam |y was an institution that served as an effective safety net, but was that
al ways the case? What nmeans of recourse were available to the child if a
probl em ar ose?

6. Concerning the right to life, survival and devel opment, she asked what
nmeasures were being taken to ensure the i munization of children, particularly
inrural and nore renote areas. She appl auded the inplementation of the

Nati onal Programme of Action for Children, but wondered whether the anbitious
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goal s set for the year 2000 could be attained with the resources avail abl e.
She woul d appreci ate details about the progress achieved to date and about any
difficulties encountered.

7. Concerning respect for the views of the child, she welcomed the efforts
made in that regard and encouraged the Government to pursue the Child-to-Child
Programe i npl enented by the Mnistry of Education, as well as the “Toto”
canpaign, referred to in paragraph 16 of the Government's witten replies,

whi ch sought to ensure the participation of children in the country's
political life. She felt, noreover, that awareness-raising and training
activities were necessary to change parental attitudes.

8. Wth regard to civil rights and freedons, she inquired about the reasons
for the laxity in the registration of births and deaths and the delays in
adopting the project elaborated to renmedy the situation. She would also Iike
to have nore information about the status of children born outside marriage.
Was the nother allowed to give her nanme to such children when the father did
not recognize then? Did such children have the right of inheritance? In
addition, she would |ike to know whether a child could be deprived of his or
her nationality or change his or her name, and, if so, under what

ci rcumst ances.

9. M . RABAH enphasi zed the inportance of the registration of births and
deaths, particularly in rural areas, since that was apparently where

90 per cent of the Ugandan population lived. He would also like the

del egation to provide nore specific information concerning child | abour, cases
of ill-treatnent in the home or at school and the ways in which children could
ensure that their views were taken into account within the famly. He also

i nqui red whether the application of the rules of Islamc |aw concerning
adopti on posed any problens. Lastly, he would |ike to know nore about the
juvenile justice system and in particular about the length of detention and
forms of rehabilitation. 1In that regard, he wondered whet her police officers,
judges and social workers dealing with children received appropriate training.

10. Ms. PALME asked whether the Ugandan Government had instituted
programes ai ned specifically at sensitizing rural populations to the
principle of non-discrimnation. Concerning the very alarmng situation in
the north of the country, she would Iike to know what neasures had been taken
with a viewto protecting the children agai nst abduction, forced displacenent
and physical abuse. It would be useful, in her view, to develop the
comuni ty- based support services providing psychol ogi cal and therapeutic care
for children in that region and pointed out that the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNI CEF) coul d cooperate with the Ugandan Governnment in that field.

11. Ms. KARP asked whet her specific reference was made to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child in the conpul sory school curriculumand in the

nati onal |egislation. Concerning statistical activities, she enphasized the
need to conpile unified indicators for all the areas covered by the
Convention, such as child protection, violations of children's rights and the
situation of disabled children, and asked what steps the Government was
intending to take in that regard. She would also |ike to know whether there
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were any non-judicial procedures enabling children to resolve pronptly and
wi t hout trauma any problens they nmight encounter in the hone, at school or in
heal t h-care institutions.

12. Regarding the definition of the child, she noted sonme discrepancies in
the | aw concerning the age of mgjority and age of crimnal responsibility as
bet ween boys and girls, and asked for nore details about the age for nmarriage,
whi ch was apparently 18 years unl ess otherw se decided by the parents. 1In
that regard, the popul ation needed to be informed about the risks of early
marri age and early pregnanci es.

13. Concerning child abuse, and especially sexual abuse, she felt that the
| aw shoul d seek to define assault in terms of an attack on the child's
physical integrity rather than in terns of its outcome and shoul d exclude the
i dea of “defilenent”, which made the child a double victimby exposing himor
her to social stigmatization. Structures offering assistance to help the
child testify should al so be provided. She would Iike to know, in addition
whet her corporal punishnment was prohibited in schools and the |ocal courts.

14. On the question of schooling, she noted that free education for famlies
with four children marked a considerable step forward, but wondered what the
situation was regarding larger famlies and how it was viewed by parents.
Noting that only 1 per cent of disabled children of school age attended
institutions providing a general education, she inquired as to what the
Governnment intended to do to inprove that situation and to pronote the

i ntegration of disabled children within society. She would also |ike the
Ugandan del egation to explain the Government's position regarding the
possibility of recruiting children into the arnmed forces fromthe age

of 13 years and how far that provision was conpatible with the Convention

15. Concerning the adm nistration of juvenile justice, she asked whether the
rul es of procedure of Uganda's only children's court, situated in Kanpal a,
could be applied to the ordinary courts which had to deal with cases involving
children. She al so asked whether social workers and probation officers
participated in the hearing of cases that were not referred to the Kanpal a
court. Lastly, she would like information about the findings of the studies
concerni ng adol escent health, children affected by the war and child | abour

16. Ms. PALME inquired as to whether the Ugandan authorities were planning
to ratify International Labour Organization (ILO Convention No. 138 on the
m ni mum age for adm ssion for enpl oynent and whet her they were making efforts
to identify and elimnate the nost intolerable forms of child | abour

17. The CHAI RPERSON sai d that she woul d appreciate clarification about the
provision in the new Children's Statute enmpowering the police to deal with
certain cases involving children in an informal manner on the basis of the
criteria laid dowmn by the Ofice of the Inspector General of Covernnent.

18. Ms. KARP, referring to the phenonmenon of street children, asked whet her
the Governnent was drawi ng up programmes to deal with the problemof child
prostitution and inplenenting the World Sunmit Plan of Action
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19. Ms. MUKWAYA (Uganda), replying to a question asked at the previous
meeting, said that, as a result of the problenms which had occurred in the
north, her country, as a nenber of the Organi zation of African Unity, had
deci ded not to appeal to the international community as a whole, but to cal
for African machinery to be put in place. She recalled that there were
several emnent political personalities on the African conti nent who coul d
provi de their assistance.

20. M. KAKAMA (Uganda) said that steps had been taken to harnonize the
content of the laws with the Convention insofar as the definition of the child
was concerned. Further efforts were, of course, needed to make the Convention
nore wi dely known, as well as to inprove the training of professionals dealing
with children, including nedical personnel, and it should be pointed out that
the shortcomings in that area were due to the country's difficult situation

It was because of the econom c situation, noreover, that the Nationa

Programme of Action for Children could not be inplenmented conpletely, but the
measures taken were neverthel ess being pursued. The progress which had been
made coul d be gauged fromthe updated statistics published within the
framewor k of the National Programme of Action

21. The fam |y had played a very positive role during the difficult periods
whi ch the country had experienced by ensuring effective protection of
children, and while the famly, as an institution, had now been somewhat
weakened because of several factors (poverty, the A DS pandem c, rura

outm gration), the Government was endeavouring to provide it with the neans
to continue to play its role.

22. A nmenber of the Committee had asked for information about three current
studies. The study on child | abour had been conpleted; a sem nar on the sane
subj ect had been organi zed, and its recommendati ons had been taken into
account by the relevant mnistries and reflected, for exanple, in a programre
el aborated with the assistance of UNICEF. The study on psychol ogi cal and
social aid for child victins of the war was continuing. Hi s delegation was
not aware of the third study nentioned. The Governnment of Uganda was
considering the possibility of ratifying ILO Convention No. 138, but before
doing so it neverthel ess wished to study the child | abour situation in the
country and take certain nmeasures. Wth regard to adoption, the Children's
Statute governed all cases of national or intercountry adoption

23. M. ONEK (Uganda), responding to the question as to why the State
provi ded primary education conpletely free of charge only to sone children
said that under the Ugandan Constitution primary education was free and

compul sory for all. However, since the Government had been unabl e, because of
| ack of resources, to apply that principle inmediately and fully, it had
decided to inplenent it progressively. Initially, therefore, it guaranteed

conpletely free primary education to four children per famly, two of them
where possible, being girls. |If a famly had a disabled child, that child was
provided for as a matter of priority. At the tine of enrolnment, the parents
had to go to the school and the authorities could at that point make sure that
no child was neglected. Children whose primary education was not fully
covered by the Government nevertheless went to school, entering the sane

cl asses and having the same teachers as other children. |In their case, the
Government bore the cost of providing the school prem ses and teachers. The
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curricula were established at the national |level. Concerning access to
secondary education, the Government was drawi ng upon the experiences of

nei ghbouring countries and maki ng progress wthin avail able resources.

O phans were catered for by |local and national support facilities, and above
all by the social community. The sane applied to disabled children; measures
were being taken to identify such children and integrate theminto ordinary
school s rather than placing themin specialized institutions. In training
centres, teachers were trained to work with classes including both disabled
and non-di sabl ed children. The school curricula were designed to sensitize
children to their needs, rights and responsibilities and to prepare themto
performtheir role as citizens.

24. Ms. MJTEBI (Uganda) said that, while the Convention was not often
referred to in the legislation, it nevertheless had a great influence. It
could be seen, for exanple, fromthe preparatory work for the Children's
Statute that the principles to be applied and the objectives to be attained
were those contained in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
United Nations Charter. Moreover, anyone could invoke the Convention before
the courts.

25. Wth regard to sex offences, the Law Reform Comm ssion, basing itself in
part on a UNI CEF project, had begun work on the definition of the offences of
rape and defilenent. Nunmerous problens had to be exam ned in depth, including
the question of the age to be retained in the definition of what constituted
defilement of a juvenile, the question of the treatment of evidence and the
guestion of the precise definition of rape. A sem nar had been held on the

| atter question, where it had been suggested that it would be appropriate to

i nclude boys as well as girls in the provisions concerning rape. Furthernore,
the Constitution provided that persons were considered to be children unti

the age of 18 years and that the | egal age at which boys and girls could marry
wi t hout parental consent, whatever their religion or the custons of their
conmunity, was also 18 years.

26. Wth regard to conpl aints procedures and courts accessible to children
the Children's Statute provided for each district to have a famly and
children's court, where the procedures would be informal, the judges woul d not
wear robes and police officers would not be in uniform the trial being held
in canera, around a table. Where a child was charged with an adult, the tria
took place in an ordinary court which tried the offence but did not pass
sentence on the juvenile. The penalty would be determ ned by the court
dealing with cases involving children, which would, of course, allowthe child
to benefit fromthe provisions applicable to juveniles (for exanmple, the fact
that a juvenile could not be sentenced to a prison termof nore than three
years). Furthernore, the Resistance Council (RC) courts were courts of first

i nstance, which existed fromthe village to the district level. It could
therefore be said that the adm nistration of juvenile justice was al so assured
at the village |evel

27. Concerning the registration of births, the | aw provided that children
must be included on the registers kept by services of the sub-county or urban
authorities. While it was true that the | aw had not al ways been strictly
observed in the past because of the problens experienced by the country, the
M nistry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs had initiated a project to
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revive and strengthen the registration of births. Ugandan | aw nade no
di stinction between children born inside marriage and those born outside
marri age.

28. Chil dren who were threatened or whose rights were infringed could al ways
turn to various people in their village, such as nenbers of the Resistance
Council or probation officers and social workers. Under the Children's
Statute, children could not be held crimnally responsible before the age

of 12 years; if a child conmtted a reprehensible act before that age, the
child woul d be taken into charge by the probation officers and social workers.
If the latter's remedial efforts failed, the child could be placed by court

order in arehabilitation centre. |If a child was found guilty of a m nor
civil or crimnal offence, the case would be heard by an RC court, which would
endeavour to find a solution other than inprisonment. In |ess serious cases,

the police were entitled to adnonish the child, but their powers stopped
there, the general aimbeing to deal with such matters in a proportional and
bal anced manner

29. Lastly, there were few discrimnatory practices affecting women in
Uganda. The only area where strong discrinmination persisted was in regard to
i nheritance. Non-governnental organizations were active in that area and
efforts were being made to sensitize nmen to the issue.

30. Ms. MUKWAYA (Uganda) added that the principle of non-discrimnation was
enbodied in the Constitution (chapter IV, article 21) and that an equa
opportunities comr ssion was about to be established. She wi shed to draw the
Conmittee's attention to the inevitable slowness of |egislative proceedings in
general, the passing of a good |law being a | engthy process that could not be
conpl eted overnight. A certain anmount of tinme would therefore be needed for
all laws to be brought into conformity with the Convention

31. Ms. OCAGO (Uganda), referring to the availability and centralization of
statistics, said that data were collected at the grass-roots level, in the
villages, and then transnmitted to the various branches of the administrative
structure including the overall coordinating body, the National Council for
Chil dren. Updated and di saggregated data concerni ng education, health and
child care and protection were thus avail able, although their quality could
still be inproved. The various studies and research projects on street
children in Uganda had provided nore information about boys than girls and

for that reason it had been proposed to undertake research on girls living in
the streets, many of whom engaged in prostitution, which was a matter of

i ncreasi ng concern. Once that study had been conpleted, it should be possible
to draw up a plan of action incorporating the proposals mde at the 1990 World
Sunmit for Children, even though Uganda had not participated therein

32. Ms. MUKWAYA (Uganda) said that the problemof mnorities did not arise
in the country and that the few isolated tribes were not discrimnmnated

agai nst, at |east not openly. The system of |ocal councils, consisting of

ni ne nmenbers sharing various functions, made it possible to circulate the
necessary information and it was at the level of the district - which retained
65 per cent of revenue collected - that the services were provided, planning
carried out and information di ssem nat ed.
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33. M. SEMPANG (Uganda) said that the Convention on the Rights of the
Child had been well received in Uganda, and that, after the trauma of the
years of deprivation of freedomand arbitrariness, the Children's Statute
marked a return to the rule of law. The Convention had an educative val ue and
brought awareness of the social, enotional and psychol ogi cal di nensions of the
devel opnent of the child at a tinme when traditional structures were no |onger
able - in particular because of the poverty that was causing the di sappearance
of the extended famly - to carry out certain functions, for exanple providing
sex education and dealing with cases of attenpted defilenment within the
conmuni ty.

34. M. KAKAMA (Uganda) said that the legislation on the Children's Statute
i ncl uded a provision whereby custody was deci ded having regard to the child's
best interests. The court which had to decide whether the child was to be

pl aced in the custody of the nother or of the father based its decision on the
results of careful inquiries to determ ne which of the two parents was best
able to look after the child.

35. Wth regard to the participation of children, he enphasized that the
initiatives |launched during the presidential canpaign, such as the creation of
the parliament for children, had not been an el ectoral manoeuvre but had been
inspired by a genuine concern to sensitize the public to the fact that

chil dren had opinions and needed to contribute effectively to national life.
A conpilation of the ideas expressed by those children had, noreover, been

di ssem nated on a large scale. Such initiatives would be pursued and the

i mpl enentation of the children's reconmendati ons would be followed up at the
district level. Under the Constitution, a child could hold a job only after
the age of 16 years, a provision that applied equally to enrolnent into the
armed forces, which was regarded as enpl oynent.

36. It was now forbidden to adm nister corporal punishnment, including caning
in schools, but that was a practice of long-standing and it would be sone tine
before it actually disappeared. Lastly, one aspect of the strategy to conbat
child abuse was to intervene with fanmlies through the system of |oca
councils, and particularly the secretaries for children's affairs, who

recei ved any conpl aints and took steps to ensure the protection and well -being
of children within the conmunity.

37. Ms. MUKWAYA (Uganda) said that the new Constitution provided for only
two | evels of |ocal adm nistration, at the district and sub-county |evel, and
that an informati on secretary was appointed to ensure the flow of information
between the district and the villages. |In addition, there was a State
official in each district responsible for children's affairs and for the

i npl enmentation of the plan of action for children and collection of the funds
that the district decided to allocate for that purpose. |In that regard,
attention should be drawn to the considerable role played by UNI CEF on behal f
of Ugandan chil dren

38. Concerning the steps which the Ugandan Government intended to take to
protect children in the north of the country, she pointed out that, unlike
what had happened in the 1970s and 1980s, the violence prevailing in that
region had not cone fromthe State. |In that regard, the Governnent did not
intend to appeal for aid fromthe international conmmunity since that woul d be
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tantamount to granting common crimnals the status of freedomfighters.
However, her Government had not prevented observers fromgoing to the north of
the country to see for thensel ves what atrocities were being commtted agai nst
children by individuals belonging to the sanme tribal group. It was also
trying to negotiate with the opposing forces to achieve a solution to the
conflict, but John Kony and his group were killers and had to be treated as
such. Recently, within the framework of the negotiations that had taken pl ace
under the auspices of Nelson Mandel a, the Sudan had prom sed to pernmt the
entry of a UNICEF nmission to recover children who had been abducted by those
rebels in northern Uganda and kept as slaves. On the ground, however, the

UNI CEF m ssion had found that the children had been noved and were being used
as bait. The Organization of African Unity was doing what it could to nake

t he Sudanese CGovernnent understand that those children were innocent and the
Government of Uganda, for its part, was doing everything within its power to
protect the population in the north. The financial effort the Ugandan
Governnment had to make to provide for the safety of people and property was
reduci ng the resources that could otherw se be used to strengthen socia
services, but as long as the war continued in that part of the country, any
reduction in the defence budget was inpossible. |In that regard, the Conmttee
and the international comrunity should appeal to the rebels to agree with the
Ugandan Government on the points it was prepared to discuss. Lastly,
concerning the treatnent of traumatized children, action was being taken in
the districts concerned by locally recruited officials, but that action was
still insufficient.

39. The CHAI RPERSON invited the members of the Conmittee to ask the Ugandan
del egati on any remai ni ng questions before noving on to formulate their
concl udi ng observati ons.

40. M. KOLOSOV asked whether it would be possible, using the good offices
of the Organization of African Unity, to nmake the rules of internationa

humani tarian | aw known to all the parties to the conflict and to ensure that
they were aware of the fact that by violating those rules they were conmtting
an international crine. 1t mght be appropriate for the Conmttee, inits
concl udi ng observations, to express its concern about the violations of

i nternational humanitarian | aw perpetrated against children in the area of the
mlitary conflict and invite all the parties to that conflict to conply with
the obligation to respect the rules of international humanitarian | aw

t hroughout the territory of the State party.

41. Ms. SARDENBERG agreed with M. Kol osov and added that the Conmmittee
coul d express its support for the initiative taken by UNICEF and call for the
i mredi ate cessation of the kidnappings and the inmediate rel ease of all the
children being held prisoner. She appreciated the explanations provided by

t he Ugandan del egati on concerni ng the harnonization of the |law follow ng the
adoption of the new Constitution and the Children's Statute and encouraged the
Governnment to continue in that direction, notw thstanding the inevitable
difficulties. Furthernore, it was inportant, in her view, not only to
noder ni ze the data collection systembut also to use the data collected to
formul ate neasures ainmed at renedying the situation as reveal ed by those data.

42. She wel coned the fact that Uganda was thinking of acceding to
I LO Convention No. 138 concerning the mnimum age for adm ssion to enpl oynent,
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especially considering that the Children's Statute did not deal with the
question of child | abour and that the international community, through the
ILO, was currently endeavouring to prohibit extreme forms of child |abour
Furthernore, regarding the situation of the famly, the Government could offer
training for adults in the rights of the child and provide all owances for poor
fam lies and femal e heads of household, of which there were a great many in
Uganda.

43. She al so wi shed to enphasi ze the inportance, under the Convention, of
carefully nmonitoring the conditions in establishments for disabled children
abandoned chil dren and orphans, and of periodically review ng decisions on
child placenent. Lastly, she welconed the abolition of corporal punishment
but felt that practical consideration should be given to conducting a public
i nformati on canpai gn on the subject.

44, Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked what difficulties were still being encountered in
promoting children's right to freedom of expression in Uganda and what steps
were being taken to overcone them She also wi shed to know what steps were
bei ng taken by the Ugandan Government, in view of the advances in infornmation
technology, to limt children's access to certain informati on that m ght be
dangerous for their devel opnent and wel fare, and whether it was at the sane
time availing itself of the opportunities provided by such technol ogy to
promote the rights of the child through the dissem nation of information. In
addition, she inquired as to what efforts were being nmade by Uganda to give
effect to the recommendati ons of the Conmittee on the Elimnation of

Di scrim nati on against Wonen inviting it to provide training for famly life
in the education systemand to | aunch canpai gns ai ned at di ssuadi ng young
people fromstarting a fanmily too early.

45. She was furthernore concerned about the problemof the ill-treatnment and
sexual abuse of which sonme children were victins, and asked whether specific
measures had been taken or were being considered to remedy that problem In
addition, she asked whether it was comon in Uganda for a father to avai
himsel f of his right to take his child away fromthe nother as of the age of
seven years, whether that practice was really beneficial for the child's
integration within society and whether it was truly consistent with the
principle of the best interests of the child. She also noted with concern
that no neasures were provided to nmeet the needs of a child whose nother was
in prison once the child, at the age of 18 nonths, was taken away fromthe

nmot her. She al so asked what penalties were incurred by parents who abandoned
their children and what steps were being taken by the Governnent to di scourage
that practice. Lastly, she noted with concern that no governmental authority
had as yet directly addressed the problem of street children, but hoped that
they could now be taken in charge by an appropriate body.

46. Ms. PALME associated herself with the comments of M. Kol osov and

Ms. Sardenberg on the inpact of the conflict in the north of the country.
While that situation was understandably very difficult to handl e, Uganda
should in her view spare no effort to ensure that the children affected by the
conflict were provided with social and psychol ogi cal care and protection. She
wel comed the reduction in the infant nortality rate but was concerned about
the scale of the problemof malnutrition in the country. She further noted
with concern that 50 per cent of early childhood deaths were attributable to
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contami nated water and felt that it would be desirable for sone of the
speci al i zed agencies to join UNICEF in naking resources available to Uganda to
provide for the children's survival. Lastly, she reconmended that the Ugandan
Government shoul d consider ratifying the Hague Convention on Protection of
Chi |l dren and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption

47. Ms. KARP expressed concern about the gap that existed between the |aw,
whi ch was often uncl ear, and actual practice. The enrolnent of children into
the arnmed forces, for exanple, seenmed to be interpreted in Uganda as a form of
wor k com ng under the rule governing the mnimum age for adm ssion to

enpl oynment, nanely 16 years, and it even appeared that children could be
enlisted into the arny at age 13 with their parents' consent. She therefore
inquired as to what neasures were being taken to apply the provisions of the
Convention, whereby enrolment into the armed forces was prohibited for persons
under 18 years of age. She would also |ike to have nore information about the
ban on corporal punishment in schools and within the fam |y, and about the
conciliation arrangenents in place. She further asked whether the fact of
prohibiting early marriages by |l aw was | eading to changes in practice.

Lastly, she was concerned about the fact that public opinion in Uganda did not
al ways appear to make a clear distinction between child victins and child
perpetrators of crim nal acts and wondered whet her neasures were being taken
to prevent brutalities frombeing commtted by the police against street
chi | dren.

48. M. RABAH said that he would like to have nore infornmation about the
adm ni stration of juvenile justice in Uganda, and especially about conditions
of pre-trial detention. Wre there statistics on juvenile offenders and what
measures were being taken for their reintegration into society?

49. M s. SARDENBERG urged the Ugandan Government to ensure that the Nationa
Council for Children was strengthened. That body should be able to encourage
nore training and awareness-raising activities. The local authorities should,
in addition, have adequate resources for work on behalf of children. Lastly,
she felt that the provisions relating to the general principles should be

i mpl enented in a broader context.

50. Ms. OUEDRAOGO wel conmed the fruitful dialogue with the Ugandan

del egation. She noted that Uganda was undertaki ng nunerous activities to

i npl enment the Convention and hoped that it would pursue its efforts in that
di rection.

51. Ms. KARP congratul ated the Ugandan Governnent on the commitnent it had
made in favour of children and hoped that that commitnment would be reflected
i n budgetary ternmns.

52. Ms. PALME |ikew se congratul ated the Ugandan authorities on their
efforts to realize the values enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, particularly with respect to children in the north of the country and
child victins of armed conflicts.

53. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the Ugandan delegation to reply to the |ast
guestions posed by members of the Conmittee and then, since little time
remai ned, to nmake its final comrents on the dialogue with the Cormittee.
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54. Ms. MUKWAYA (Uganda) said that, with regard to the enrol ment of children
into the arned forces, the Ugandan Government woul d endeavour to respect the
future anmendnent to the Constitution, which in accordance with the Children's
Statute provided for the non-enrol nent of young people under 18 years of age.
Her del egation had nentioned the shortcom ngs in, and constraints upon, the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention in Uganda, as well as the measures taken to
deal with them In that regard, her Covernnment was aware of the situation of
the children in the northern part of the country: the President had addressed
an appeal to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations on that subject and a
di al ogue had been established between the Governnments of the Sudan and Uganda
on the question, with a view both to facilitating the return of all the
children in captivity and to providing financial assistance for the fanilies
and children affected by the conflict. Uganda was conmtted to maki ng every
effort, within avail able resources, to give effect to the provisions of the
Convention, which remained the legal instrument and guide for action to ensure
the well-being of children. |In that regard, Uganda had, for exanple,
established a National Programme of Action as part of the followup to

the 1990 World Sunmit for Children. The realization of the principa

obj ectives of that programme (reduction of the infant nortality rate, primary

education for all, safe water supply) called for the devel opment of
institutional infrastructure and social services and Uganda therefore needed
i nternational assistance particularly in that field. 1In conclusion, she

wi shed to thank the Commttee for having given her del egation the opportunity
to discuss the problens of children in Uganda.

55. The CHAI RPERSON said she regretted that, for reasons beyond the contro
of the delegation and the Conmttee, it had not been possible to schedule nore
than two meetings to consider Uganda's initial report. She noted with
satisfaction that inportant neasures were being taken to inplenment the

Convention in Uganda, but enphasized that considerable progress still had to
be made and that the participation of non-governnental organizations was
essential in that respect. In conclusion, she urged the Ugandan Government to

pursue its efforts on behalf of all children in Uganda.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




