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The neeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m

FOLLOW UP ON THE GENERAL DI SCUSSI ON ON "PROTECTI ON OF THE CHI LD AGAI NST
ECONOM C EXPLO TATI ON' (agenda item 8) (continued)

1. M. HAMVARBERG said that the subconmittee appointed to follow up on the
recomendati ons nmade at the fourth session (CRC/ C/ 20, Annex VI) had contacted
United Nations specialized agencies, including the International Labour
Organisation (ILO, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation (UNESCO) and financial institutions to ensure that their
speci al i zed know edge was put to good use in the fight to prevent the econonic
expl oitation of children. UNESCO had been requested to consider setting up a
programe in which particul ar enphasis would be placed on providing children
wi th an education rather than using themas a source of |abour

2. M's. Santos Pais had prepared a statenent on protecting children against
econom ¢ exploitation which, it was hoped, could be included in the report of
the fifth session. Due to the constraints of tine, he suggested that

M's. Bel embaogo and Ms. Santos Pais should be entrusted with the task of
approving the final text for inclusion in the report.

3. It was so deci ded.

4, M. HAMVARBERG said that the subconmittee had al so proposed that a
dossi er shoul d be conpiled, containing all key documents fromthe Conmittee,
ot her human rights treaty-nonitoring bodies, non-governnental organizations
(NGOs), and United Nations specialized agencies. The |ILO had been approached,
in order to enlist its support in the preparation and distribution of the
dossi er.

5. M. GRIMSMANN (International Labour Organisation) said that the printing
and distribution services of the ILO had been consulted on the matter, but
their initial reaction had not been positive; further approaches woul d be
made.

FUTURE MEETI NGS (agenda item 11) (continued)

6. The CHAI RPERSON noted that the Committee had decided to devote one day of
its sixth session to a general discussion on the "Role of the family in the
pronmotion of the rights of the child".

7. M ss MASON said that the working paper prepared by the Wrking G oup on
the General Discussion on Fanmily Environnent had tried to streamine the

i ssues to be considered, follow ng consultations with NGOs and ot her conpetent
bodi es. The four basic principles of the Convention: the "best interests" of
the child; non-discrimnation; the inherent right to life, survival and

devel opnent; and the child' s right to express his or her views, would formthe
basis for the general discussion. The evolution and inportance of the famly,
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and civil rights and freedons within the famly would al so be included as
sub-topics. Wthin those areas, the discussions would focus on different

fam |y structures including, inter alia, the nuclear famly, single-parent
fam lies and adoptive famlies, fromthe point of view of how they affected
children's rights and in the context of articles 5, 18 and 19 of the
Convention. Gvil rights and freedonms woul d be considered, starting fromthe
assunption that children's civil rights began within the famly. Oher

i mportant aspects to be addressed included how to ensure a bal ance between
parental authority and the realization of the rights of the child, and the
probl em of abuse, |ooking beyond nmerely physical but also to psychol ogi cal and
ver bal abuse.

8. M. HAMVARBERG said that the working paper and hence the general

di scussion should pay particular attention to the sensitive question of the
fine bal ance between outside support, including fromauthorities, for the

fam |y and respect for its integrity, and ensuring that children in the
framework of the famly were protected against all forns of abuse. |In that
regard, articles 5, 18 and 19 of the Convention would forman essentia
starting point for the discussions. An informal neeting had been held with an
organi zation call ed Epoque International which was conducting research on

i ssues contained in article 19 of the Convention, and which shoul d, therefore,
be invited to take part in the general discussion. As additional enphasis was
needed on the subject of parental guidance and responsibilities the Wrking

G oup should draft the text accordingly.

9. M ss MASON endorsed M. Hanmarberg' s suggestions.

10. The CHAI RPERSON said that it would be useful if the discussions on
finding a bal anced approach coul d be suppl enented by hard facts and research

11. Ms. EUFEM O added that such information should al so incl ude
cross-cultural research

12. M. HAMVARBERG said that the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh
Conmi ssi oner for Refugees (UNHCR) should be invited to contribute to the
di scussion, as it was in a privileged position to observe the role of the
famly in the case of refugees

13. Ms. BELEMBAOGO said that the working paper should nmeke it clear who was
to be invited to the general discussion, and suggested that invitations should
be extended to United Nations specialized agencies, NG, research and
acadenmic institutions, the Conmittee on Economic, Social and Cultural R ghts,
the Hunan Rights Conmittee, the Cormittee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen and the Secretariat of the International Year of the Famly.

14. It was so deci ded.
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15. M. HAMVARBERG suggested that the general discussion on the "Role of the
family in the pronotion of the rights of the child" should be held on

10 October 1994.

16. It was so decided.

17. The CHAI RPERSON suggested that the general discussion should be

i ntroduced by Ms. Bel enbaogo, speaking on the evolution and inportance of the
famly, and M ss Mason on civil rights and freedons within the famly.

18. It was so deci ded.

The public neeting rose at 10.55 a.m



