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CCE,SIDERATil1F OF RS:.?JRTS SU:Sl'ITTTED :BY S'rli.'I1ES PARTIES 

IBID-SR 1:.RTICIB 9 CF 'l1HE comr::JETIOIT 

s~com1 ·,2::rioclic r2ports of Std.::s Parties du2 in 1976 

'l1RINID.AD AND TODAGo-Y' 

[15 February 1978] 

The provisions of th:: Constitution and tll;.; L2gislation of Triniclad and 

Toba0o appty to all ci tizcns ancl, 1-1hc:rc applicable, to r2sidcnts alike vi thout 

r8gard to their :;_~ac2 or othnic origin. Rof' -1rence to otll-cr areas not alluded 

to in the in.form.tion fu.rnisl1cd as mention~d 2.bove include -

l. Lop:c~l Aid 

The Legal 1l.id and Advice Act, 1976, nou renders obsolete th-2 observations 

made at PagJ 4 of tho information subnittcd to you on 5 JunG, 1975. The Act 

provides for the Ela.king of local aid and advice in Trinid2,d and Tob2.go readily 

availD.blG for persons (ui thout any r,?:ferenc2 to ra.c2, colour or othnic origin) 

of small or rnodcr2to means and 2ns.blos tln cost of legal oicl or acl.vicc grantGd 

to such persons to be dofr2.yGd uholly or partly out of monies provided by 

Parliament. Access to tho courts to vindica.to one's right or to rodr2ss a 

urong is no,r readily mado norJ available (not only theoreticc1.lly) to a vider 

public ,rithout distinction. 

2. Narried Persons 

'rhe Marriod Persons Act, 197G, removed certain disa.d.vantages and 

disabilities fro::i uhich s_)ousos suff.orod. For e:mmple, uhero formerly ·a spouse 

ua.s unable to insti tut.J crir::u.nal proceedings at3"ainst the other involving the 

a.1)propria.tion of prop2rty of :Ji ther except in ccrtain defin::;d circumsta .. nces, 

this Act nou conf..:)rs on any spouse such a right su"bject to the consGnt of the 

Director of Public Prosecutions. =-:::~cept in certain cases uhere the court 

t1D,Y stay an action for well defined roasons, spouses ma.;,r sue each otlwr in tort. 

3. Logi tillli:).tion 

'rl18 Loe;-itiac::.tion ,'rcl.iu2nc2, Ch2.)t.:r 5 lfo.13 ~'DO 2.nond.Gd by Act Ho. 50 

of 1976 uher2by a child born prior to tho rnarriag2 of his parents could now 

1/ Th0 second p0riodic report of Trinidad 2,nd Tobago uas due on 

4 Novemb2r 1976. For the initial report submitted by Trinidad nnd Tobago, sco 

docu.rncnt/CE/iRD/c/R.63/Add.6 and for its consideration by the Committee, 

see CERD C SR. 254-255. 
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bo legitimated by the subsequcmt nar:ris.ge o: his 1::;2 . .r::rnts 0ven though at the 
time of such child's birth neither of his parents was free to marry the other. 
Hitherto such a child could not have bscn legitimated in these circumstances. 

4. Miscellaneous 

Legislati01~ regarcung efoctions ( the Repr2sentation of the People .Act, 1967) 
jury service and the admssion of Barristers-at-Lau and Solicitors to practise 
in the courts of Trinidacl and T.obae;o do not distingL1ish in content or in their 
application betw2cn any class, col::mr, racia:!.. or ethnic origin of any pGrson. 

The creation of the office of Ori1bt,_clsffian und,2r th..:: Constitution is yet 
another step whi,:::h can cwsist anc1 contribute to tllc, 8lir.li.n2.tion of racial 
discrimination in and in Llealing with the:.· lJublic 2ervicc. Ssction 93 of the 
Constitution emp_ovrers an.cl authorises the Ombudsman to investigate 2,ny decision 
or recommendation made, including any a.dvic:"" given or recommendation made 
to a Minist2r, or any a.et dons or omittecl by 2.ny departm::mt of Government or 
any other authority, or by officers or mc~mbers of such a department or authority 
being action taken in exercis,J of tlv:l a.cl.ministration functions of that 
department or authority. The power conferred upon the Ornbu.ds;nan is, ho1,1ever, 
limited to administrative a.ctions and does not affect simila.r acts or omissions 
in certain departments or by cGrtain offici2,ls a.s are specified in the 
Constitution. For exam1Jle, action taken in rosp2ct of appointments or removals, 
discipline, su1x,rannuation or other p2rsonal matters in e..ny office or 
employment in the public service or under any authority as may be prescribed 
may not be investigated by the Ombudsman. 

Provision is made under the Constitution that no lau (except as is provided 
for therein) may abrogate, abriclgo or infringe or authorise the abrogation, 
abridgm:rnt or infring:;;m::mt of any of the rights and fre2doms recognized and 
doclared by the Constitution and which ar2 intlmded to b8 enjoyod by all 
individuals without distinction and regardless of their -

(a) race; 

(b) o::.·igin, 

(c) colour; 

( d) religion; or 
,' ,, ) \ ,__, sex·. 

Redress for thG infringement of any of these rights and freedoms is 
always open to the individual without distinction. 

In conclusion, the National .Anthem of Trinidad and Tobago truly 
represents this country 1 s ide8.l in respect of th:;; elimination of all forms of 
racial discrimination. 




