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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS:

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES | N ACCORDANCE W TH
ARTI CLES 16 AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (agenda item 8) (continued)

Prelim nary exam nation of draft concludinhg observations
concerning the Sol onon Islands (E/ C. 12/1/Add. 33)

1. The CHAI RPERSON, announci ng that the Sol onon |Islands had not submitted a
single report since it had ratified the Covenant in 1982, said that the
Committee had to review that country's situation in the absence of a

del egation fromthe State party. She invited M. Ri edel, Country Rapporteur
to present the Commttee's draft concludi ng observations on the inplenentation
of the Covenant in the Sol onon |Islands and requested the Committee menmbers to
offer their prelimnary comments on that text and the situation in that
country.

2. M. RIEDEL (Country Rapporteur) recalled that, at the Committee's

ni net eenth session, he had been instructed to draft a report on the
application of the provisions of the Covenant in the Solonon Islands for the
twentieth session, on the basis of any available information. He expl ained
that his findings rested mainly on a docunent entitled “Mving Forward and
Mai nt ai ning the Past: The Status of Social and Econonmic Rights in the

Sol onon | sl ands”, which had been prepared for the Cormittee by a

non- gover nnent al organi zati on (NGO), the Centre on Housing Rights and
Evictions (COHRE), in the wake of a fact-finding mssion to the

Sol onon |Islands in January 1999 which had been headed by M. Scott Leckie.

3. Briefly introducing the text of the draft concl udi ng observati ons on

the Sol onon Islands (E/ C 12/ 1/ Add. 33), he stated that the Conmttee had to
remenber that the Sol onmon Islands was one of the | east devel oped countries in
the Western Pacific and that per capita inconme (less than $US 300 per annun
was one of the lowest in the world. Poverty was w despread but worst in rura
areas, where approxi mately 80 per cent of the population Iived. The country's
econony, which relied essentially on the export of primry compdities such as
cocoa, copra, tinber and palmoil, was being badly hit by the slunmp in its
traditional export markets, and that in turn was having a serious inmpact on
gover nment revenue.

4, He first outlined the positive aspects of the situation in the

Sol onon Islands. The Committee should wel come the neasures being taken by

the newy elected Government to revive econom c growh through a structura

adj ust rent programme and should hence invite it to draw on internationa
expertise when it cane to apply those sections of the programre concerned with
forestry. In addition, the Cormittee should note with satisfaction that, in
accordance with article 8 of the Covenant, section 13 of the Constitution
guaranteed the right of workers to formor belong to trade unions, that the
courts had recognized that right in practice and that 60 to 70 per cent of

wor kers were organi zed in unions.
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5. As to the inplenmentation of article 10 of the Covenant, the Committee
shoul d al so record that the Constitution banned forced | abour, including child
| abour. Furthernore, various |aws prohibited the enploynment of children under
the age of 12 in arduous work, those under the age of 15 in work in industry
or on ships and those under the age of 18 in work underground or in m nes.

6. Wth regard to the inplenentation of article 12 of the Covenant, the
Committee should note that the Governnment gave high priority to health, to
whi ch a sizeabl e percentage of the national budget was allocated. It

cooperated actively with specialized agencies, and particularly with the Wrld
Heal th Organi zation in order to conbat various comruni cabl e di seases and

mal aria. It had introduced the national inmunization programe which had been
a major contributory factor to the rise of inhabitants' average life
expectancy to over 70.

7. Wth respect to article 15 of the Covenant, the Conmittee should take
note of the fact that the popul ation's kastom and want ok cul ture, which had
been widely preserved, made for particularly close bonds of solidarity

whi ch had hel ped the popul ation to cope with the economc crisis and recent
natural disasters. It should further wel conme the decision taken by the

Sol onon | sl ands, notw thstanding its economic tribulations, to organize
regul ar Mel anesian Arts and Cultural Festivals with the five other Ml anesian
St at es.

8. Turning to the negative aspects of the inplenentation of the Covenant,
he said that the Conmittee ought to observe anong the principal subjects of
concern related to articles 3 and 4 of the Covenant, that women accounted for

| ess than 20 per cent of public-sector enployees and only 40 per cent were
engaged in a professional or technical occupation despite the action of the
Worren' s Devel oprment Division and a constitutional anti-discrimnation clause.
It had to be pointed out that wonen did not exercise any major decision-taking
functions within the Governnent and that only one Menber of Parliament was
femal e.

9. As for articles 6 and 7 of the Covenant, the Conmittee should note with
concern the rise in unenploynent, which had fuelled tension between the

di saffected jobless fromthe province of Guadal canal, who had forned a

“Q@uadal canal Liberation Arny”, and the inhabitants of the Ml aita province who
constituted the dom nant social group. It was also necessary to draw
attention to the fact that unenpl oynment figures did not include either
part-time work or subsistence farm ng and that the di sabled had few job
opportunities.

10. It should be noted that the hourly m ni mum wage whi ch, according to the
United States State Departnment, was set at $US 1.50 was not sufficient to
support an urban famly w thout additional earnings from subsistence
activities, and that there were huge disparities between the incomes of the

i nhabitants of rural areas and those of towns.

11. As far as article 10 of the Covenant was concerned, it should be pointed
out that although acts of donestic violence were very frequent, they were not
treated seriously by the police and that the courts did not systematically
penal i ze physical viol ence agai nst women.
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12. In respect of article 11 of the Covenant, the Committee shoul d express
concern about the Governnent's plans to privatize the housing sector when, on
the contrary, it should be endeavouring to provide housing for the increasing
nunbers of honel ess persons. Furthernore, the Governnent's attention should
be drawn to the fact that deforestation and overfishing, which danaged the
natural environnment, mght violate the “right of everyone to an adequate
standard of living for hinmself and his famly”, as set forth in article 11 of
t he Covenant.

13. In connection with article 12 on the right to health, it should be
poi nted out that the infant nortality rate - 26.8 per 1,000 live births - was
still high, as was the maternal nortality rate. Only 9 per cent of the

popul ati on were supplied with sanitation services, and 63 per cent had no
reasonabl e access to drinking water

14. Wth regard to the right to education enbodied in article 13 of the
Covenant, he expressed regret at the absence of free, conpul sory

pri mary-school education and the fact that only 60 per cent of school-age
children attended primary school and 50 per cent of young people were
recei ving secondary education. As a result, it was estimated that a nere
23 per cent of adults were literate and that 83 per cent of wonen were
illiterate.

15. In its recomrendati ons and suggestions, the Conmittee should agai n draw
the attention of the Covernnent of the Solonon Islands to its obligation
regularly to present periodic reports, so as to enable the Conmittee to give
adequate consideration to the application of the provisions of the Covenant in
the territory of the State party. As things stood, the Conmmittee should
merely urge the Governnment of the Sol onon Islands to avail itself of the

advi sory services of the Ofice of the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for
Human Ri ghts and also to turn to the specialized agencies represented in its
territory, with a view to preparing, for exam nation by the Conmittee, a
conprehensive report on the inplenentation of the Covenant, which would focus
on the above-nmentioned issues and concerns.

16. M. TEXIER said that the situation of the Sol onon Islands was a typica

i nstance of a CGovernnent ratifying the Covenant w thout grasping the resultant
obligations. The main task ahead for the Conmttee was to institute a

di al ogue with that State party in the know edge, on the one hand, that nost

of the obligations flowing fromthe Convention were not respected inits
territory, chiefly because of w despread poverty and | ocal traditions and, on
the other, that the Governnment had very few resources at its disposal. 1In the
case in question, witten recomendati ons would not suffice. It would be far
nore useful for the Cormittee to send a mission to the Sol onon Islands to
explain in person to the Government the nature of its obligations under the
Covenant and to spell out the practical steps which needed to be taken in
order to present periodic reports to the Conmttee, with the assistance of

the O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and the
speci al i zed agencies of the United Nations.

17. M. ANTANOVI CH said that the unprecedented situation which had arisen
in the Sol onon Islands with regard to the procedure for monitoring the
application of the Covenant's provisions represented a real challenge to the
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Committee. Like M. Texier, he thought that, because of various econom c and
social factors in that country, the Cormittee's recomrendati ons al one woul d be
i neffective, unless they were suppl enented by practical measures, such as
sending a mssion to the country to help the Government take steps to draft
and submit its next periodic report.

18. M. SADI endorsed the previous speakers' coments. He thought that the
exanpl e of the Sol omon |slands rai sed the question of what attitude the
Committee shoul d adopt in general in such circunstances with regard to
particul arly inmpoverished States parties with an undevel oped society and
econony. Was it fair to subject themto an exami nation procedure as draconi an
as that applied to infinitely nore devel oped countries? Moreover, in his

opi nion, the Commttee's recomendati ons ought to focus on essential questions
related to the application of the Covenant and refrain from mentioning other

| ess important points, such as the representati on of wonen in deci sion-making
post s.

19. M. WMR said that the Sol onon Islands clearly constituted an atypica
case which had to be studied in the Iight of very special paraneters. Having
said that, he congratul ated the authors of the COHRE report and requested
further details about the | and ownership systemin the Sol onon |Islands. What
did privatization mean in a society whose structures were still tribal?
Furthernore, the |evel of urbanization seened to be so low that it was hard to
di stingui sh between urban centres and rural areas. What were the exact facts?

20. M. CEAUSU said that it was inpossible not to be struck by the extrene
poverty of a country, which neverthel ess possessed vast resources - especially
fish stocks, thanks to its territorial waters which covered 1.3 mllion

sq. km There were both historical and econom c reasons for that situation
The Sol omon |sl ands had been given independence by the United Kingdomin 1978
after what appeared to have been a botched decol oni zati on process.
Unfortunately, the country had been abandoned to its fate and nothing had been
done to prevent foreign conpanies fromplundering its resources. In those
circunstances, it was up to the Econom c and Soci al Council of the

United Nations to send a mssion to the country to evaluate needs, so as to
draw up a special technical assistance plan to help the Sol onon Isl ands
conserve and exploit its natural wealth in the interest of the population

21. As far as the inplenentation of econom c and social rights in the

Sol onon | sl ands were concerned, the Comm ttee ought to request the secretariat
to wite to the Governnment of the Solonon Islands in order to obtain
up-to-date docunentation (devel opment plans, budget, etc.) statistics and
data. The Committee would then be able to draft its conclusions and
recomendati ons wi thout having to depend on an NGO s report, however good it
m ght be.

22. M. AHMED stated that the heavily indebted Sol onon Islands had agreed on
a repaynent programre, acconpanied by very strict ternms, with the Wrld Bank
the International Mnetary Fund (I MF) and the Asian Devel opment Bank (ADB).
The Conmittee could therefore nake what recommendations it |iked, but the
Government could not depart fromthe conditions inposed by those financia
institutions. Having said that, it was well known that the country's
difficulties fell under four main headings: food, housing, education and
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health. For that reason, the Conmmttee should draw up a progranme together
with indicators and benchmarks, so as to measure progress in those four main
areas. That programme, to which the survey conducted by COHRE woul d be
appended, would then be sent to the Econom c and Social Council, the Ofice of
t he Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Human Ri ghts and other United Nations bodies.

23. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO sai d that viol ence against wonen, which was stil
a consi derabl e probl em everywhere, ought to be added to the four priorities
listed by M. Ahmed.

24. M. THAPALI A proposed that technical assistance should be given to the
Sol onon Islands in order to help the country to discharge its obligations
under the Covenant, especially that of presenting periodic reports to the
Conmi ttee.

25. M. SADI, com ng back to the Sol onon |slands' agreenent with the I M, as
menti oned by M. Ahned, considered that the Commttee's terns of reference
authorized it to make a critical analysis of such programes in order to
identify any points which mght conflict with the provisions of the Covenant.

26. M. HUNT pointed out that few South Pacific countries had ratified the
Covenant. One of the reasons was that the societies of those countries
attached great inportance to life within a group and were very wary of a
Covenant which, in their opinion, reflected an excessively individualistic
concept of life. The Conmttee should therefore realize that if a
constructive approach were to be adopted towards the Sol onon Islands, it would
encourage the other countries of the region to | ook nore favourably upon the
Covenant .

27. He drew the Committee's attention to the exceptional nature of the | and
owner ship systemin the Sol onon Islands, where private property was unknown,
since 90 per cent of |and belonged to the comunity. The Governnent had
recently been under foreign pressure to enmbark upon a reform which mght have
a devastating effect on the society and culture of the Sol onon Islands. That
was particularly worrying because in the other countries where such reforns
had been undertaken, it was found that only the elite had benefited fromthem
while the magjority of the popul ation had become conpletely destitute and

mar gi nal i zed. The history of the South Pacific countries abounded wth
exanpl es which pronpted justified concern about that prospect.

28. It was clear that the Conmittee needed nore information and data

about the inplenentation of econom c, social and cultural rights in the

Sol onon | slands. He therefore proposed that the Conmittee shoul d devote

one or two nmeetings to that question at its twenty-first session in

November/ Decenber 1999. The speci alized agencies would be officially invited
to attend and to convey all the information in their possession about the
country. They could al so be asked to make suggestions as to how the Committee
and the State party could maintain relations nore in keeping with the

provi sions of the Covenant. |In response to M. Sadi's concern, the Wrld Bank
woul d be included anbng the agencies invited. O course, a representative of
the Governnent of the Sol omon |slands ought to be present, and the main

nei ghbouring countries, such as Australia and New Zeal and, which had a specia
relationship with the Sol onmon Islands, would |ikew se be invited.
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29. M. PILLAY considered it wise to invite the Wrld Bank, especially as
that institution had started to include social policies in its progranmes of
aid to poor countries. That approach was in line with the Commttee's
recommendati on that international human rights instrunents should be borne in
m nd when structural adjustment progranmes were drawn up. As far as the COHRE
docunent was concerned, it would only be fair to forward a copy of it to the
Government of the Sol onmon |slands, so as to enable it to submt its conments
before the next session of the Comittee.

30. M. RIEDEL (Country Rapporteur) thought that M. Hunt's proposal to
invite the World Bank and the | M was excellent, since both institutions had a
maj or i nfluence on the social and econom c devel opnent policies applied by the

Sol onon Islands. In the neantinme, the Conmittee ought to draft its concl uding
observations and send them together with the COHRE docunent, to the
Government of the Sol onon |Islands for possible conment. It should be

i npressed on the CGovernnent that even if it did not react, the Conmttee

i ntended to continue its consideration of the situation regardi ng econon c
social and cultural rights in the Solonon Islands. Admttedly, in the past,
the Committee had experienced great difficulty in eliciting any reaction from
t he Government of the Sol onon Islands, but it was not the time to be

di sheartened. |In that connection, the fact of devoting a special neeting to
a country which had not submitted a report would doubtless prove to be a
judi ci ous precedent.

31. M. SADI expressed the opinion that it was too early to adopt concl uding
observations. Wuld it not be preferable to go no further than prelimnary
observations until more data had been received?

32. M. AHMED and M. TEXIER said that the Cormittee ought first to express
a position, before pursuing its consideration of the situation of economc,
social and cultural rights in the Solonon |Islands with the assistance of
speci al i zed agencies. At the same tine, the Chairperson should endeavour to
obtain a response fromthe CGovernnment before the next session

33. M. LECKIE (Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions) said that the issue
of a m ni mum wage was | ess relevant in the Sol onon Islands than in other
countries owing to the fact that nine tenths of the population worked in the
subsi stence econony. A much nore pressing concern was the Governnent's pl an
to downsi ze the public sector, which nmight lead to the | oss of 550 jobs,

i.e. one third of the country's paid jobs, although no redepl oynent or
retraining progranme had been introduced. The question of |and, especially in
the context of privatization, was indeed crucial, as M. Wnmer had pointed
out. The collective ownership of Iand was a constant of social and economc
relations in the Solonon Islands and the crux of the matter was therefore how
to institute | and ownership rules which protected the property rights of
comunities and preserved the customary | aw system

34. Wth regard to the status of the International Covenant on Economic
Social and Cultural Rights in the Solonon |slands, he explained that a few
years earlier, the Foreign Mnistry of the Sol onon |Islands had had to part
with its specialist on international |egal issues owing to a shortage of
financial resources. 1In that connection, the Commttee could propose that one
of the donor countries of the region should provide the Governnent of the
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Sol onmon Islands with the funds needed to pay the salary of a specialist in

international law, for a few years at least. 1In conclusion, COHRE called upon
the Committee to adopt a conciliatory attitude to the Sol onon Islands in view
of the new Government's obvious goodwill. The Centre once again urged the

Conmittee to visit the Sol omon |slands as part of a technical cooperation
programe whi ch could also involve staff of the Ofice of the

H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights or specialists on the Pacific region

During that mssion, the Commttee could enphasize to the Governnment of the
Sol onon |slands the need to hold an international conference on the

I nternational Covenant on Econonmic, Social and Cultural Rights, to be attended
by all the parties concerned (governnent officials, trade unions, NGOs,

bil ateral donors represented in the country and agencies of the United Nations
carrying out programmes in the Solonon Islands). The purpose of that
conference, which would |ast for several days, would be not only to publicize
the Covenant and the Governnent's determination to apply it, but also to work
out an overall concerted plan of action which would make it possible to amend
| egislation and policies in the Ilight of that goal. The plan of action would
be i mpl emented over a two-year follow up period. He believed that the

i mpl enmentati on of the Covenant offered a uni que opportunity to initiate a
cooperation process in which the Commttee would provide the nonmentum by
encouragi ng United Nations agencies and donors to centre their devel opnent
programes and nodalities on econom c, social and cultural rights.

35. The CHAI RPERSON, summing up the discussion, said that a consensus seened
to be emerging on two points. First, rather than issuing concl uding
observations, the Commttee ought to formulate sone coments on the situation
in the Sol onon Islands on the basis of the information at its disposal, in

ot her words COHRE' s report. Secondly, at its twenty-first session, it could
institute a dialogue with the specialized agencies of the United Nations and,
possi bly, some representatives of States parties and major States in the
region, with a view to garnering nore information on how to help the

Sol onon Islands to discharge its obligations under the Covenant, organizing an
i nformati on and educati on canpai gn on the Covenant in the Sol omon Islands and
devising a nmediumterm action plan to foster econonic, social and cultura
rights in the region. The aimwuld be not only to assist the Sol onon |sl ands
but al so, above all, to send States in the region a clear signal that they
shoul d accede to the Covenant and i npress on themthat such action would not
jeopardi ze their traditions and custons but, on the contrary, that the val ues
implicit in human rights mght help themto preserve their way of life. She
invited the Cormittee nmenbers to consider those two specific proposals.

36. M. SADI suggested that the Conmmttee should specify i mediately which
speci al i zed agencies would participate in that conference.

37. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Conmittee could invite FAQ ILO, IM, the
Worl d Bank, UNDP and even UNESCO. The reason why the Committee shoul d not
adopt concl udi ng observations was that its intention was not to reach

concl usions, but rather to enbark on a di al ogue which m ght subsequently serve
as a nodel. If the term“conments” bothered sone nenbers, it could perhaps be
replaced with “prelimnary observations”, for exanple
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38. M. RIEDEL pointed out, in response to the reservati ons expressed by

M. Ti khonov about using the word “coments”, that the Conmittee was faced
with a special case, because the State in question had not submtted a report.
As far as wording was concerned, the Comm ttee ought to strike a bal ance

bet ween denmonstrating a degree of firmess and indicating a readiness to
engage in a constructive dial ogue.

39. M. TIKHONOV (Secretary of the Committee) pointed out that the reason
for the Commttee's decision to consider the Covenant's inplenentation in
States which had not presented a report was precisely to encourage those
States to report to the Conmittee. To that end, a three-stage procedure had
been introduced, which consisted in deciding to give consideration to the

i npl enmentati on of the Covenant in a given State, informng the Government of
that State of the decision in a note verbale and then inviting that Governnent
to present a report within a specified deadline, it being understood that,
once that deadline had passed, the Comrittee could consider the situation on
the basis of all available information. Another nmethod used by the
secretariat to induce States to present a report was to send a note verbal e
every year to all the States whose reports were still pending. That
arrangenent had sonetines produced excellent results. For exanple, in the
past, the Permanent Representative of a State finding itself in that position
had requested the Commttee not to consider the situation of his country unti
a report had been drafted. A neeting on the granting of technical assistance
to help that country to draw up its report had then been organized with the
col | aboration of the Ofice of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts and the
Committee had received a report fromthat State sonme six months later. If the
Committee received no response fromthe State concerned, it was entitled to
consider the situation of that country on the basis of all the avail able

i nformati on and to formrul ate concl udi ng observati ons which were sent to the
country concerned. He asked why the Committee should give the Sol omon | sl ands
different treatnent, pointing out that the Comm ttee did not adopt concluding
observations in order to wind up its exam nation, but in order to try once
nmore to establish a dialogue with the State party concerned. In his opinion
it would not be wise to speak of “prelimnary concludi ng observations”, as
that termwas applied to the specific case in which a representative of the
State party appeared before the Committee, which then adopted prelimnary
concl udi ng observations subject to the Governnent's pledge that it would
supply certain itens of information and that the inplenentation of the
Covenant woul d be exam ned at the follow ng session

40. M. TEXIER said that the Comm ttee had al ways di splayed flexibility and
practicality and that, in the case in point, content was nore inportant than
wor di ng. The document containing the observations ought to express the
Committee's grave concern, as well as its readiness to cooperate and nonitor
the situation. In that respect, the Cormttee should clearly explain to the
speci al i zed agenci es concerned, in the letter of invitation it was to send
them that its intention was to institute cooperation with the Sol omon Isl ands
in a newspirit of nutual assistance and cooperation

41. The CHAI RPERSON announced that the Conmittee had conmpleted its
prelimnary exam nation of the situation regarding the Sol onon Islands on the
basis of COHRE' s report and the text of the concludi ng observations in
qgquestion (E/C. 12/1/Add. 33).
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FOLLOW UP TO THE CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS UNDER ARTI CLES 16 AND 17 OF THE
COVENANT (agenda item 6) (E/ C 12/1999/3)

42. M. RIEDEL reported on the debate which had taken place on 4 March 1999
in the German Parlianment on the Conmmttee's concludi ng observations

(E/ 1999/ 22-E/ C. 12/1998/26) relating to Germany's third periodic report

(E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 14). Some Menbers of Parlianent had wel comed the fact that
the Conmittee had drawn attention to the question of the poverty threshold,
the status of asylum seekers, unenploynment in East Gernmany and the situation
of officials of the former Gernman Denocratic Republic (GDR).

43. Several criticisnms had, however, been voiced. It had been remarked that
sonme concl usi ons had been based on incorrect information. For exanple, it was
not true that only 12 per cent of public servants who had previously worked in
the scientific and technical sectors of the former GDR had been re-enpl oyed,
since out of the 40,500 officials concerned, only 1,400 had not been taken on
again. O them 1,300 were teachers, of whomonly 120 had been di sm ssed, and
they had received conmpensation. Simlarly, out of the 22,500 crimnal cases
brought against officials on political grounds, only 211 had run their ful
course and had generally resulted in suspended prison sentences. According to
some Members of Parlianment, the Committee ought to have paid greater heed to
the information it had received, especially the ILO s opinion on child | abour
in Germany. Nevertheless, the Committee's use of recognized NGOs as a source
of information had been wel comed. O her Menbers of Parlianment had consi dered
that the Cormittee had placed too much enphasis on sexual violence and the
trafficking in wonen.

44, Most Menbers of Parlianment had been surprised by the severity of the
Committee's criticisns, especially as the del egation had had the inpression
that it had held a friendly and constructive dialogue with the Cormittee. The
Conmittee had al so been taken to task for criticizing the ban on the right to
strike in the civil service, when the Covenant itself provided for
restrictions on that right. Al in all, the general feeling of the Menbers of
Par | i ament had been that the Committee's concl udi ng observati ons had not been
fair.

45, He inferred that the Committee should take care not to give a del egation
the wong inpression after the debate on its periodic report and ought to be
ready to admit that the figures it had used were incorrect, if that were the
case.

46. M. WMER, supported by Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO, said that the Committee
shoul d take nore care with the accuracy of its concludi ng observations and
ensure that there was no discrepancy between the tone of the latter and that
of the dialogue with the del egation

47. M. SADI, supported by M. ANTANOVICH, thought that it was interesting
to have feedback on the Committee's observations and asked if there was an
of ficial procedure for conveying informati on about the reaction of States
parties.
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48. The CHAI RPERSON replied that no machinery of that kind existed, but NGOs
or States parties did soneti nes announce their reactions or objections. The

i nformati on about followup to the consideration of reports was contained in
docunent E/C.12/1999/ 3.

49. M. CEAUSU proposed that an additional point should be added to the
concl udi ng observations in which the Committee would request the State party
toinformit of any reactions or conmments fromits authorities.

50. M. TEXIER, supported by Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO, M. KOUZNETSOV and
M. RIEDEL, said they found that to be a constructive proposal

51. The CHAI RPERSON, supported by M. KOUZNETSQV, suggested that
M. Ceausu's proposal should be tried out during the session in progress.

52. M. ANTANOVI CH said he was in favour of M. Ceausu's idea, provided that
the Committee did not abandon its objectiveness.

53. M. PILLAY thought that great caution was required and that States
parties should not be invited as a matter of course to pass on their coments.
They coul d al ways convey their reaction if they so w shed.

54, M. WMER said he was not opposed to M. Ceausu' s proposal

Neverthel ess, in his opinion, the State party should be offered the
opportunity to reply, but not placed under an obligation to do so.

The neeting rose at 12.55 p. m




