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Since 1976, uhen the Sovizt Unio11 m1 1J1:iitted i tc foui~th periodic report 
in accordance with article S of the International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of RacioJ. Discrir.rination 1 a :1 event of historic inpor·crmce has taken 
place ·in the life of the peoples of the U3SR. 

On 7 October 1977 the Supreme Soviet of the USSR adopted the nm, Constitution 
(Fundmnent2,l Law) of the U".1ion of Sovi::;, t SociB.lis t Republics~ the text of which 
is annexed hereto. 

The new Consti tu.tion of the USSR 9 which was created by whole Soviet people, 
incorporates the results of the 60-ycar development of the· So7iet State 1 

consolidates the revolutionary conquests of the Soviet system, dei;1onstrate::.i 
the rema.Tkable nucceoses achievoa. in the e stablishraent of 2..D adYanced socialist 
society, and expresses the uill and intere r3t::; of the uorkers of the mm1y nations 
and nationalities of the Soviet Union. 

The provioions :::trc:mgthonirlg the principle of national and rad.2.l equality, 
designec1 to prevent national and racial disc:rimination in Hhatsoever form, 
occupy an important place j_n t1w Fundan-:;nte,l wu of thic 2.d.vanced soci2,list 
State. 

Article 34 of the USSR Constitution roads: ;;Citizens of the USSR c..re 
equal before the L:l,v s ui thou t a.is tine tion of origii), social or property statuG, 
rnce or nationality 1 ne;: 7 ecluc2:tio11 1 ~.an@wze~ attitude to religion? type and. 
nature of occupation 9 tlonicile, or othei· otn.tuo. 

The equal i~ights of ci tizcns of the USSR ilrc euar2,ntecd in aU fieldo of 
econor.ric 9 politic al, social and cul tn:i:-al life • 11 

The principle of national and. ro.cia.l oque.li ty and the gua1~antGc that it 
,rill 0e s2~eguardod is given concrete c::pression in article 36 of the 
Constitution, uhich reads ; 

"Citizens of the USSD. of different ro,coo <-1_,nd nationalities have equal 
rights. 

Exercise of these rir3hts i:::i onsurecl. by fl. policy of all-round development 
and drawing togeth·::-::r of c:.11 foe nations o.,:,1el nationo,li ties of the USSR, by 
educating ci tizcns ii1 the cpj_ri t of Soviet patriotinr.1 2,,-Jcl socialiot 
internationalisr,1, and by tlw possibility of using their native language arid 
the languages of other peoples of the USSR. 

Juiy direct or indirect li1:1itntio11 of the rights of c:i.tizeniJ or 
establishi:ient of direct or indirect privileee□ 0,1 grounds of r2,ce or nationality, 
and any advocacy of r2.cial or national e~cclusiveness, hostility or contcmpt 5 

are punfohal>le by J.aw. :: 

According to article 64 of the Constitntion of the USSR, it is the duty 
of every citizen of the USSR iito respect the 112,tional dignity of other citizens, 
and to strengthen frie;)dship among tho nations a11d nationalities of the 
r.rultinational Soviet State. n 
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Artie le 4 5 of the Co11S ti tu tion of the USSR, 011 the right of c i ti?:ens to 
education, procl2.ims tllc 1~ight of citizens to be taught in their own language, 
as a guarantee that 2,J.1 na tionc,li tie:J of t .he cour1try i.rill h2,ve ee;.ual ncces:J to 
knowledge. 

Under the Soviet Co"1s ti tu tion ~ the P(]Uali ty of right::; ui thou t dis tine tion 
as to n2.tionality 2nd race is granted not only to c itize~rn of the USSR, but 
also to other pcrnons living il1 the Ooviet Union. .Article 37 provid2s th2,t: 
ncitizen8 of othor countcies ancl stc,tc1es/J persons in the USSR are gua:cn:atced 
the rights and. freedoras providec1- by :i.mr, inc ludfog the right to cJ.ppl;y to a 
court and other state boc1ies for the protection of their personal propei~ty~ 
faraily, and other right3. Ii 

These Consti t1.1tio112,J_ ruleo Qre strictly i)il1c1in3 on all ci tizcns, officials 
a.:nd orsanizatim1s. A::cticlG ,1 of the USSR Corn:iti tution statef.l tllat: 11The 
Soviet State and all ito bodicrn fl1nc tion on the basi8 of soci2.list lau, ensure 
the main ten,8,nce of law ro, d ordc1~, 2.11c.l sa:fGgu2.rcl the in teres tc of society ar.:.. 
the rights and frc,eclo;;is of ci tizcns • 11 

During the period 1976-1)77 , scvord legislative mcncurcs 1mre enacted in 
the Soviet Ui1ion as o, baaic. for fu1°ther ii:1p::covi11g the syctem of practical 
gu2.r211tee :::: of the equality of 2-ll races nnd 11 2-"cio,,c'..li ties . 

In 1976 1 the Union Tiopublico cnactocl public education laus clcveJ.oping 
and supplernErnting 9 i11 accord.a11cc i.ri th loc0J_ 2,nd n&. tional pcculi2.rities, the 
Fundamentals of the :q:;islation of the Union of Sovie t Socialist Ilcpublics 
and the U11io:1 Repu·:J lics concerning Public Education adopted in 1973. 
Pursuant to e,rticle 21 of the 1'undo,;11cn-calo , the lmrs of the Republics laid 
dmm that :· "Pupils 2.t ge:rw1·al cch.1co.tion schoolo sha ll be given the ()pportuni ty 
of being taught ii1 their mother tongue 01° in t11e lru.1CTUago of anothc::c people of 
the USSR. Parents or percmw acting in their stead h,we the right to ;:,elect 
for their children ~ at tbGir cl.iscrc tion, 2, .scli.ool ui th the appropria t2 lm1guagc 
of instruction" (article 29, Pu1'.)lic Education Act of the Georgian Soviet 
Socialist Republic). 

In 1976 the USSR .Act o;J the Prerwrvation m1d use of Historical and Cultural 
Monuments w8,s adoptea.. One of the basic o,i,,m of the Act is to preacrrc the 
rich historical and ct1l turc:,J_ hcn·i tagc of the peoples anc~ nationali tic:1 of the 
USSR nnd to utilize histo:dcal ,:,.nd cultur2.l r,10numents for educating citizens 
to respect the national traditions 1)oth of their mm people and of other 
peoples and 11ation2.litics living in tbc USSR. 

In the Soviet U;1ion riruch is bcine c1one to educ a to ci tize,1s in the s1)iri t 
of friendship among all the natim1s and natici.: ~1.1i tier; of the country 2,11d of 
opposition to racial pTcjudiccc, 2.s provided for in article 7 of the Convention. 

In the USSR tho 1n·ovfoions of Soviet lceiolation concerning the equality 
of all l'accs a,nd 112.tionalitics arc stuc~iocl 2.t school. At aJ.J. 10--year secondary 
schools 2,nd induotri2,l trad.e oc:10ols theo c natters uore studied in 1976 ;:i,.1c1. 
1~)77 as p2.rt of cour:Ju.J on nThc Fou11clatio11s of the Soviet State and L2.u'; and 
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on 11 Quentions of Soviet Lc.wn. Thene subjects a re taught in the lai1guages of 
all the peoples of the USSR 1 2,i.1d to;ctbooks on them are publis hed in ·i;hc 

languages of all the Union Repu~Jlics. The study of Sovi0t Lrn, o.nd i t::i 

provisions on the cquali ty of all races and 110.t:i.o,,c.li ties is contfouect o..t the 
higher educational establiGhucnts of the USSR. 

As in the past 1 the p2riodic prccs ana_ other information n-:?di2. of the 
Soviet Union :i_)lay ari irilportant part in ec.,~catine the citizenG of the USSR in 

a spirit of opposition to :policicz, l)ractices and. manifos tc1 tions of racis1i1 

and racie,l discrimination. 

In 1976-1977 them uo,n aeain a great deal of pl(iJlic activity in the 
Soviet Union in support of tho pooplco stn1:3"gling .c,,gains t colo:1io,li s ,il and 

racism. On 21 March ev-:ory yo;,,r, pu1Jlic Deetingu o..nd gatheri11gs are held 
throug!1ou -~ the country to r,u:.rk the Intcmv.tional Day for the Eliwinntion oi 
Raci<1.l Discrimination. Pror,1 25 to 31 H:."-Y 9 a. ':leek of Solidarity ui th the 

Struggle of the Peopleo of Sou tl1ern J.frica is o 1xierved i:1 the USSR I vhen r,uolic 

meetings and gatherings arG org2.ni:3cd 211d c:-:hibitions u:id seiJinc.,ro 2,.r0 held. 
Tae Soviet public also oocervcs clo.ys of so1idQri ty ,ri th peoples strug3lil11; for 

their freedom ana_ i11dc:9endc~1cc incl1.1el.ii1g ZimlJ2,bvc Dn.y on 17 r-furch i So-i..:: thcrn ,':.fricD­

Freedou1 D2y on 26 June, the Day of Solidarity \Tith the Sti~ugslins Peoples of 
Southern .Af'ricc1 on 16 June, the Dey of Solid2,rj_ty ui th t he Struggle of the 
People of lfami1Ji2, 011 26 August, o.~1d t~w In-tcrnntio;.w,l Doy of SoEclari ty uith 

Poli tic al Prisoners i11 Southern Africa on 11 Oc tobci·. 

The Soviet Unirn:1 :ilc,:J Ql-\-mys :.1 tric-tly ob::icrvec. th(~ clecisi011s 2-ncl_ 
recorJ.mendationn of the Uni:tcd lfatirms 2.~1cl other intermi,tional boc1ico concerning 

economic, c.li-ploi,;IC,tic 2.~1cl other sm1ctionr. o.iT.1cd 2..t the intr;i":.1ational isolation 

of racist r6girnes. 




