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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Maldives (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 33 and 37; CRC/ C/ Q@ MAL/1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of
Mal di ves took places at the Conmittee table.

2. Ms. YOOSUF (Mal dives) said that nearly one half of the country's
popul ati on was under 15 years of age. Although that share was expected to
decline to 35 per cent by 2000, over the sanme period the actual nunber of
children would increase by 15 per cent. As existing resources for child

wel fare and devel opnent were already stretched, new approaches and net hods
woul d have to be found. The Governnent had al ways made children's welfare a
high priority, and it was fully aware of the Iinks between successful nationa
devel opnent and the circunstances of children

3. Mal di ves had ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1991
That year, declared the Year of the Maldivian Child, had al so seen the
Nat i onal Conference on the Maldivian Child, which had adopted the Decl aration
on the Survival, Protection and Devel opnent of the Maldivian Child and led to
the establishment of a National Programme of Action. Also in 1991 the Law on
the Protection of the Rights of the Child (Law 9/91) had been passed; it

i dentified the guiding principles and objectives for the State, parents and
the community to follow as part of their respective responsibilities towards
children's overall devel opnent. Now, the major focus of the Governnent's

I egal work in inplementing the rights of the child was the achi evenent of

i mproved procedures, harnonized legislation and ratified policies inline with
Law 9/91.

4, In 1992, the National Council for the Protection of the Ri ghts of the
Child had been established to nonitor the objectives set under the Nationa

Pl an of Action for Children. 1In the same year, the Unit for the Rights of the
Child (URC) had been set up to support the Council's activities. The URC
addressed a range of issues relating to children's rights, and was responsible
for their pronotion and the distribution of witten materials to hospitals,

health centres, clinics and schools throughout the atolls and islands. It had
al so distributed a Dhivehi translation of the Convention and copies of
Law 9/ 91 throughout the country. It provided regular conment on child-rel ated

i ssues on national television and radio, and liaised with key mnistries on
the preparation of anendnents to national laws in their areas of
responsibility in accordance with Law 9/91

5. The URC al so provided training on the principles of the Convention for a
wi de range of staff fromvarious mnistries, ainmed at raising awareness of
children's issues in workplaces, encouragi ng appropriate institutiona
policies, practices and neasures, and establishing a pool of people capabl e of
providing counselling services. Training in understanding the Convention and
in basic counselling skills was al so provided for suitably qualified persons
on the atolls, the URC s aimbeing to train personnel on all inhabited islands
by the year 2000.
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6. The Governnent was devel opi ng an appropriate range of welfare and
rehabilitation institutions to address the needs of juvenile offenders. In
that regard, significant anendnments were al so being made to the juvenile
justice systemand to famly law. In order to facilitate the introduction of
all the new arrangenents, personnel froma nunber of ministries and the URC
had conmpl eted a course on crimnology and juvenile justice conducted by an
Australian university.

7. The URC was al so devel oping a range of services and facilities for
children at the national and local |evels, including conmunity-based and
residential services for children whose rights had been violated or who were
in especially difficult circunstances, and a corrective and rehabilitative
service for children in conflict with the law or involved in anti-socia
activities.

8. An anal ysis of the counselling services the URC provided for children in
difficult circunstances and their fanilies suggested that the underlying
causes of nost child-related problens were broken fanm lies and the very high
rates of marriage, divorce and remarriage. The nunber of cases referred to
the URC was rising fast, and there was particular concern that the relatively
smal I nunber of children now engaged in anti-social activities mght escal ate
and develop into a major problemif no preventive nmeasures were taken. The
Government had prepared new fanmily legislation to protect the rights and
interests of children in the Iight of the high incidence of divorce and
remarri age.

9. The URC had established a national database to collect and store
informati on on cases referred to the URC and to the offices which had been
established on all 200 islands. The information received quarterly fromthe
atolls was entered into the central database. |In the future, the URC intended
to incorporate statistics on the violation of children's education, health and
nutrition rights.

10. Finally, despite the significant achievenents of the past seven years in
i mproving the protection of children's rights, considerable further work had
to be done. The main priorities were to achieve changes in the formation of
the famly through | egislation and awareness raising, to inprove children's
enpl oynment prospects by ensuring that they all conpleted their education, to
establish fixed counselling services for children in conflict with the | aw or
in especially difficult circunstances, to extend the database, to nonitor
children's situations regularly in order to identify vul nerable groups, and to
increase training activities relating to the Convention

11. Ms. PALME asked whether, in view of the recent shift in the focus of
Mal di ves' main economic activities, the Governnment anticipated problenms in
all ocating the resources needed to fully inplement the Convention
particularly in education and heal th.

12. M. RABAH asked how the report had been prepared and whet her the | eading
NGOs had participated. He would also like to know if the courts took the
Convention into account in cases where the rights of the child were concerned.
Finally, he asked the delegation to describe ways in which the best interests
of the child were reflected in Mldivian |egislation
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13. Ms. KARP asked whether the fact that the Mnistry of Wonen's Affairs
and Social Welfare was responsible for children's rights reflected a w der
assunption in Ml dives that only wonen should be concerned with child care.
Secondly, as the inplenentation of children's rights constituted part of a

wi der social programre, did they always receive due priority and attention,
especially regardi ng budget allocations? Thirdly, she would Iike to know nore
about the interaction between the National Council and the URC in such areas
as budgetary allocation, manpower and nonitoring, and about the extent of

NGO i nvol vement in the preparation of the report.

14. M. FULCI congratul ated Mal di ves on havi ng been anong the first
countries to ratify the Convention and having enacted a |law on the rights of
the child so early. He would |ike to know nore about the structure and
functioning of the National Council, especially in the area of policy

i mpl enent ati on, and about the bodies responsi ble for data collection.

15. Ms. SHI HAM ( Mal di ves), answering the questions which had just been
asked, said that there had been a reduction in the external funding avail able
for social welfare, health and education. In order to nmake up that shortfall
the Governnent had allocated a greater share of CGDP to those areas, on the
principle of “allocation to the maxi mum extent of resources available”. The
Governnment had felt constrained to take urgent action because of the very high
nunber of children in the Ml divian popul ation

16. Wth regard to preparation of the report, she said that after collating
the information on the various articles of the Convention received from
mnistries and departnents, the URC had returned the information to its
originators for confirmation, before conpiling the report and forwarding it to
the Commttee

17. Concerning ways in which the best interests of the child were reflected
in national |aws, she said that even before it had signed the Convention
Mal di ves had enacted legislation in a nunber of areas, notably custody, which
allowed the courts to decide the best interests of the child in cases where
parents coul d not reach agreenent.

18. Law 9/91, the principal legal instrunent relating to children's rights,
had been adopted after the accession of Ml dives to the Convention. It
therefore incorporated nost provisions of the Convention, and the frequent
use made of it in the courts was tantanmount to invoking the Convention

Conti nuous efforts were being nade to harnmoni ze the Convention with nationa

| aws.

19. The fact that the URC now canme under the Mnistry of Wwnen's Affairs and
Social Welfare was the result of governnent reorganization in 1996. The URC
had originally been set up as part of the Mnistry of Hone Affairs. Regarding
the rel ati onship between the National Council and the URC, she said that the
latter had originally been intended to function as the Council's secretariat.
The work of the URC had then expanded considerably, to the extent that it was
currently responsible for nonitoring inplenentati on of the Convention and

rel ated national l|egislation. The Council was a body whose nenmbers were

desi gnated by the President whose funding was included in the URC budget. The
URC coordi nated the Council's nmonthly neetings and subnmitted issues for its
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consi deration. The fact that the Council conprised high-level representatives
froma wi de range of mnistries, the Attorney-Ceneral's Ofice and the
Mal di vi an Parlianment offered val uabl e networki ng opportunities and neant that
urgent issues could be dealt with directly.

20. There were very few NGOs in Maldives, owing to a dearth of people
out si de governnment with the necessary educational qualifications. The two
mai n ones, dealing with health and wonen's issues, had not contributed to the
report.

21. Ms. OUEDRAOZO said she would |like to know nore about the system of
i nteracti on between the organi zati ons concerned with the protection of
children's rights, given the extrenely fragnmented geographi cal nature of
Mal di ves.

22. As to the translation of the Convention into Dhivehi, she asked

whet her all the popul ati on spoke that |anguage. |If not, what was bei ng done
to bring the Convention's principles and provisions to the attention of

m nority-1language speakers, especially in view of the fact that so few people
had conmpl eted their education

23. She woul d i ke to know nore about the nechanisns used by the URC in
pronoti ng awareness of the Convention, particularly anmong children and those
who worked with them The report stated that the URC had distributed

1,000 copies of the Convention to the public, which did not seem a great
nunber. She would also like to know how the provisions of the Convention were
recei ved anong the nore traditional parts of society and anong chil dren

t hemsel ves, particularly adol escents.

24. Finally, she would like further clarification about the relative
standi ng of the Convention and national legislation, and the efforts being
made to harnmonize them Was it the case that nost of the Convention had been
i ncorporated into national |egislation, given the fact that the Constitution
of Ml di ves had been adopted after ratification of the Convention?

25. M s. SARDENBERG asked what mnechani sns were used to nonitor

i npl enmentation of the programre of action nentioned in the delegation's

i ntroductory statenent, and what was the current status of that programme.
She woul d also |ike to know the reasons for the URC s change of allegiance
fromthe Mnistry of Home Affairs to the Mnistry of Wnen's Affairs and
Social Welfare. \What influence did the new Mnistry have and had the change
been successful ?

26. How did the extrenely scattered nature of Ml dives affect the

coordi nation of activities for pronoting children's rights? And what inpact
did the reported disparities in an otherw se stable econonmic gromh rate have
on the situation of children? Finally, she wondered whether the Governnent
was considering ratifying the International Covenants on Civil and Politica
Ri ghts and on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which were normally
regarded as the fundanental human rights instrunments in the United Nations
system together with the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts.
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27. Ms. KARP asked whet her the Governnent had conducted any research to
test the effectiveness of its efforts to dissem nate knowl edge of the
Convention anong children and the general public.

The neeting was suspended at 4 p.m and resuned at 4.15 p.m

28. Ms. SHI HAM ( Mal di ves), replying to Ms. Quedraogo' s questions, explained
that the URC was striving to overcone nonitoring problenms by instructing
groups of decision and policy-nakers on each island about the rel evant

| egi sl ati on concerning children. Every year, URC staff visited four atolls,
where four to five people fromeach island were trained to becone outreach
workers. In order to maintain close contact with those people, URC published
four periodicals a year and, of course, used the existing tel ephone and fax
links. Malé conprised four wards and it was |ikew se incunbent on ward

| eaders to report any incidents detrinmental to children's well-being.
Simlarly, since primry and secondary schoolteachers and trai nee teachers
wer e taught about the Convention, they were fairly conversant with the | ega

i ssues at stake and children's needs.

29. Dhi vehi was the only | anguage spoken by all Ml divians. Although few
peopl e had conpl eted hi gher education, nmore than 90 per cent of the popul ation
were literate and therefore able to read and understand the Convention. In
addition, radio programres regularly featured the Convention and Mal di vi ans
were avid |isteners.

30. The question about a conflict between tradition and the Convention was
nmost pertinent. Corporal punishnment had been prohibited since the |ate 1970s
and the URC frequently encountered conplaints fromparents clainmng that their
of fspring were only too aware of their rights. She therefore requested the
Committee's guidance on that subject. |In an attenpt to arrive at a
conprom se, a national exhibition on children's responsibilities and rights
woul d be held before the end of 1998.

31. The Convention had been ratified before Law 9/91 had been passed.

Al t hough the Convention itself could not be invoked in court, its provisions
were heeded by the judiciary, insofar as nost of its clauses had been

i ncorporated in national |aw

32. A National Programre of Action had been drawn up. It had been reviewed
by the National Council for the Protection of the Rights of the Child in 1997
and woul d be updated by the various mnistries, because sonme targets had been
achi eved. Since the URC was an independent body, it had not been affected by
the transfer fromthe Mnistry of Home Affairs to the Mnistry of Wnmen's
Affairs and Social Welfare. She did not know the reason for the transfer

33. Communi cation with all the islands was difficult. Nevertheless, since
they had tel ephone links, a helpline had been set up the previous year. There
was, however, undeni able disparity between the islands; nost facilities were
concentrated in the capital, Malé, despite the Governnment's efforts to provide
each island with schools and health facilities, albeit of a |lower standard
than really desired.
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34. Chil dren mi ght not possess a detailed know edge of the Convention, but
they had definitely been made aware of it through television programes and
panphl ets distributed to schools and libraries. Her CGovernnment was
contenplating ratification of the International Covenants.

35. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited questions on the definition of the child and
general principles.

36. Ms. PALME sought clarification regarding the inportant issue of early
marri age.

37. Ms. KARP said that she was puzzled by the status of persons in

the 16 to 21 age group. Law 9/91 did not reflect the Convention's philosophy
that a child should be seen as an individual whose best interests should be of
primary concern and whose views should be heard. She therefore wi shed to know
if Mal di ves had considered enbodying those principles in future |laws. Wy
were 16 to 18-year-olds excluded from Mal di vian | egislation protecting
children which in many respects was highly relevant to that age bracket.

38. M. FULC pointed out that the Ml divian Constitution contained no
provi sion specifically prohibiting discrimnation on grounds of sex, race,
religion, disability or |anguage. Traditionally wonmen's education had been
curtailed and they had been victins of discrimnation under Islamc |aw on

i nheritance and testinony in court. Referring in that connection to

par agraph 30 of the report, he asked if girls were becom ng nore emanci pat ed.

39. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked why the age of majority had been set at 16. What
were the reasons behind relevant | aws adopted after ratification of the
Convention? Wat was the status of young people aged between 17 and 20? She
believed that the m nimum age of marriage should have been | aid down by |aw
and parents obliged to respect it. How were early marri ages being

di scouraged? To what extent had the Mal divian Government applied the
recommendati ons of the Fourth World Conference on Wonen regardi ng

non-di scrimnation in the education of boys and girls? |If Mldivian wonen
traditionally played the roles of w ves and nothers, how did they account for
50 per cent of the workforce? What was the status of children born out of
wedl ock? What was the social position of unmarried nothers? What access did
menbers of the various social strata have to cultural facilities? What was
the status of aliens and their children? Did governmental decisions take the
best interests of the child into account in the fields of education
nutrition, health and the child' s general devel opnent? Lastly, she requested
nore information about the respect shown for the child's opinion in famlies
and at school

40. M. RABAH wi shed to know the period of conpul sory education, the m ni num
age of enploynment, especially for girls, the age of crimnal responsibility
and the mninmum age for mlitary service.

41. Ms. YOOSUF (Mal dives) explained that her country's |aws were based on
the Shariah, which stipulated that a girl could marry when she reached
physical maturity, i.e. at the age of 15. Nevertheless, an attenpt had been
made to raise the mninum age of marriage to 16. As a very |large section of
the Mal di vi an popul ati on was very young, raising the age of majority to 18
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woul d result in a substantial increase in the percentage of children in the
popul ation. Grls were not discrimnated against in [aw, but attitudes were
hard to change. Since the Shariah prohibited extramarital sex, parents were
reluctant to allow their daughters to | eave hone to pursue their studies or

| ook for work. Deprived of qualifications and enploynent, girls often found
that the only option open to themwas nmarriage. 1In Mldives in the past,
girls had married at 13 or 14; early marriage currently meant before the age
of 16.

42. Ms. SHI HAM ( Mal di ves) explained that the 16 to 21 age group were
regarded as adults. Young people could obtain a driving licence at 18 and
vote at 21. Her Governnent would take note of the conments made on Law 9/91,
whi ch was i ndeed designed to strengthen the protection afforded to children
She conceded that tradition and cultural factors usually led to girls
inheriting |l ess than their brothers. Covernnent-owned | and was, however,
bei ng di vided equally between girls and boys, and parents were beginning to
write wills that bequeathed their personal wealth equally anmong their

of f spring.

43. In order to conmbat the high divorce rate in Ml dives, an awareness
canpai gn was being conducted to alert people to the dangers of early marriage
and difficulties attendant on divorce, although divorcees were not stigmatized
socially. The new Fanmly Law would contain stricter provisions on custody and
mai nt enance and, at the sane time, government progranmes were being run to
offer girls alternatives to early narriage. To that end, small industries
were being set up and nore secondary schools built, especially, in the

sout hern Mal di ves, where girls accounted for an overwhel mi ng proportion of

pupi | s.

44, The extended famly was the source of nuch assistance and support, so
that even a nother of a large famly could go out to work. Unfortunately that
situation was changing owing to a trend towards snaller, nuclear famlies.

45. The best interests of the child were certainly considered as far as
heal t h, educati on and devel opnment were concerned. For that reason, the URC
took every opportunity to explain to parents that the purpose of Law 9/91 was
the overall devel opnent of the country predicated on the advancenent of every
individual. |If children were to beconme good |l eaders in the future, they nust
be carefully nurtured and offered wi der opportunities. The m nimum age of
enpl oynment was 16, while the age of crinminal responsibility varied depending
on the offence. There was no m ninum age for national service, because the
country did not have an arny.

46. In response to the question about the position of foreign children, she
explained that if a child had one Mal divian parent, he or she automatically
acqui red Mal divian nationality, provided the parents so w shed.

47. Ms. SARDENBERG asked if nore educational opportunities for girls and
fewer early marriages were contributing to an inprovenent in wonmen's position
in society. Had the National Policy on Wonen been adopted? Was it relevant
to the girl child? Was there a group within Parliament which supervised the
rights of the child and inplenmentation of the Convention? WAs there any
possibility of securing the participation of island chiefs in work on the
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rights of the child? Did Maldives benefit fromany bilateral or nultilatera
overseas devel opnent programmes or projects run by United Nations agencies?

48. Ms. KARP queried the conmpatibility of Mldivian policy on early
marriage with article 1 of the Convention. She asked what nmeasures had been
adopted to enable children to participate in the adm nistration of schools and
institutions, decisions on placenent in institutions, conplaints procedures
and court hearings (not only those relating to custody). Did pupils help to
draw up school rules and curricul a?

49. She drew attention to the connection between the best interests of the
child and his right to be heard. Since she felt that it was inmpossible to say
what those best interests were without bearing in mnd the views of the child
hi nsel f, she was anxi ous to know whet her that new approach was explained in
sem nars and guidelines for professional groups.

50. Ms. OUEDRAOGO said that she wished to return to sonme questions which
had not been answered by the del egation, nanely those relating to programmes
to give stronger protection to the rights of the girl child, societa

organi zation, access to culture, respect for the child s opinion, and advice
to more conservative famlies who conplained that their children were
over-zeal ous in demanding their rights and who had difficulty in accepting the
notion of children's rights.

51. She did not quite understand why raising the age of majority to 18 and
therefore increasing the nunber of mnors in the population was a problem and
she was still nystified by the status of 16 to 20-year-olds.

52. Ms. PALME, inquiring about sexual equality in Mldives, considered that
while inequality between boys and girls was not enshrined in the |aw, she
gathered that there was de facto inequality occasioned by prevailing socia
conditions, such as reluctance to allow girls to |eave their islands in order
to pursue high-school education. Since the Islamc Sharia was unclear on the
subject of equality with regard to inheritance, she wondered whether the

rel evant provisions existed in civil |aw.

53. The preval ence of divorce and remarri age perforce affected both healthy
and di sabl ed children, despite efforts to encourage stability and the fact
t hat women, who were in the mgjority, were often economcally self-reliant.

54. M. RABAH, followi ng up his previous question, asked whether the
Government of Maldives intended to withdraw its two stated reservations to
i mpl enentation of the Convention with regard to inheritance and adoption

55. Ms. YOOSUF (Mal dives) replied that since both reservations were founded
on the Sharia, the Government would certainly not w thdraw them

56. Al land was currently governnent-owned and was no | onger purchasable.
The proportions of an inheritance were not dictated by civil law, and while
those who wi shed could apply the tenets of the Sharia whereby a boy inherited
two thirds of property and a girl one third, property was usually divided
equal ly.
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57. Replying to Ms. Palnme, she said that there were no specialized groups
within Parlianment for dealing with specific issues. A new plan for nationa
policy on wonen had been drafted but not yet adopted. So confident were the
authorities that it would be passed w thout mgjor anendnent that its

gui delines were already inform ng current policy.

58. Divorce was traditionally initiated by men, in accordance with the
Sharia. Wile wonmen could seek divorce in the courts, the process was a
difficult one. It was hoped that the divorce rate would decline and that easy

di vorces for men would dimnish with a new |law currently being drafted and
whi ch woul d oblige them too, to resort to the courts, where reconciliation
woul d be the first recommended sol ution

59. Clarifying her earlier statenent concerning the difficulty of raising

t he maxi mum age of the child to 18, she said that to do so within an al ready
very young popul ation would stretch the highly inadequate resources earmnmarked
for children's needs. The main reason, however, remained the fact that the
age limt was based on the Shari a.

60. Ms. SHI HAM (Mal di ves), replying to the question on wonen's | eadership,
said that despite her country's long tradition of Island and Atoll Chiefs -
whi ch could only be phased out with tinme, an Island Devel opment Conmittee,
hal f of whose nenbers nust be wonen, had been established and was required to
take any island-1evel decisions. The Island Wnmen's Comm ttee and the

M nistry of Wnmen's Affairs and Social Wl fare were al so boosting wonen's
awar eness of their rights and affording them social and econonm c enpower nent
in order to prevent nmen fromcontinuing to receive credit for work done and
deci si ons taken by wonen.

61. She appreciated the distinct connection between the best interests of
the child and his right to be heard, as did nost education personnel. Most
school s had conmittees and boards at which children were encouraged to voice
their opinions. Although no such formal arrangenents existed for the hone,
parents were advised on proper child-rearing and care. The URC was al so
represented on nost child-related committees and was consulted on al
children's issues. No child was ever placed in the Educati on and Trai ning
Centre for Children - the country's only child rehabilitation centre - w thout
his consent.

62. It was explained to parents |odging general conplaints about |egislation
with the URC that it had been established in the best interests of the child.
However, the nore usual conplaints by parents about a specific aspect of a
child's behaviour were net with counselling on basic parenting or |earning
skills, given sinultaneously to child and parent.

63. Young peopl e between 16 and 21 were not automatically mstreated. They
were sinply covered by a different section of Mldivian | egislation and their
interests were protected by the Mnistry of Youth, which addressed youth

i ssues and conducted youth progranmes.

64. Ms. YOOSUEF (Mal dives) said that the National Programme for the Pronotion
of the Grl Child had polled parents on their expectations for their children
and found them anbitious for both sons and daughters to receive higher
education. However, they had earmarked their sons for the prestigious
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prof essions, and their daughters for professions that woul d keep them nearer
hone. The National Programme had enbarked upon a parent awareness-raising
canmpaign, but mainly with regard to equal access to health and education

65. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited nmenbers to comment on the del egation's replies.

66. Ms. SARDENBERG said she was pleased to |earn that Ml dives now had a

M nistry of Youth and wondered what coordi nati on exi sted between that Mnistry
and the Mnistry of Wonen's Affairs and Social Welfare. G ven the country's
concern with young people, what was the former's role in the inplenmentation of
t he Conventi on?

67. Ms. PALME, pursuing the question of discrimnation between girls and
boys, said the fact that special programmes for the pronmotion of girls and

di scussion with parents were a focal point of policy, appeared to suggest that
di scrimnation existed, although not under the aw. That was an i nportant
matter, and was reflected in the divorce |aws, which gave an inordinate degree
of freedomto nen, enabling themto take the initiative in divorce

proceedi ngs. The comon reference to "marrying off" girls was unnatural even
inits language and reflected an attitude not unique to Ml dives, and one
confronted by many devel oped countries. She sinply wi shed to enphasize the

i mportance of such work and underscore the inequalities between boys and
girls.

68. Ms. YOOSUE (Mal di ves) expl ai ned that although youth and sport had been
renoved fromthe Mnistry of Wonen's Affairs and Social Welfare, youth

conpri sed both sexes so that youth programres and policy also concerned young
wonen. That M nistry checked whet her youth progranmes targeted young women as
wel | as young nmen, and was striving to make the public realize that young
wonen were equally a part of the youth popul ation

69. The only course of action the country could currently adopt in order to
alter the traditional attitude that girls should be "married off" was to
pronot e awareness and provi de nore education and training for wonmen.

70. Ms. SHI HAM (Mal dives), replying to Ms. Sardenberg, said that

coordi nation of the various child-related government bodi es was ensured by the
M nistry of Youth's representation on the National Council for the Protection
of the Rights of the Child and on the National Council for Youth Affairs, on
whi ch the URC was al so represented, as it was on the National Council for
Wnen's Affairs. Children did not cease to be protected after the age of 16.
Their rights, as young people, were sinply protected by a different Mnistry.

71. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited menmbers' conments on civil rights and freedons.

72. M. FULC inquired whether the child' s right to freedom of association
and assenbly, as enshrined in article 15 of the Convention, was explicitly
recogni zed in Ml dives | egislation

73. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked what fine was inposed on parents who failed to
register a child' s birth and what neasures were in place, pursuant to the
Convention, to facilitate registration, especially in the outlying islands.
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74. VWil e wel comi ng the anendnent of the citizenship | aw, she wondered why
the child of a foreign father and Mal divian nother did not automatically
accede to Maldivian citizenship as occurred in the reverse case, and inquired
as to the conditions necessary for such accession. She also w shed to know
the circunstances, if any, in which a child could |ose Maldivian citizenship

75. She i nquired what neasures were being taken by the Governnent to
encourage children's free expression of thought, conscience and religion

Since the country was entirely Muslim as stated in the report, she wondered
whet her there were any non-Mislim Mal divians and, if so, what was their socia
status, and whether they were discrimnated against. For instance, were m xed
marri ages all owed? The fact that non-Muslins could practise their religion in
the privacy of their hones, inplying that they were prevented fromdoing so in
public, suggested religious discrimnation

76. She inquired what specific neasures had been adopted by the Governnent
to ensure conpliance with the provisions on torture and ill-treatnment

contai ned in paragraphs 46 and 47 of the report. Did any nonitoring

conplaint or rehabilitation nechanisns exist? Were children aware of the

provi sion, and by what procedures were they encouraged to denounce abuse, even
when perpetrated by their famlies?

77. She sought additional information concerning neasures for censorship of
films and video recordings and parental pernission for child view ng of

vi ol ent and pornographic material and wondered whet her parental control was
encour aged t hrough education. Gven the country's boom ng tourist industry,
she al so wondered whether children were routinely informed about paedophile,
chi |l d-abduction and prostitution rings.

78. Ms. KARP asked whet her corporal punishnment was prohibited in

i nstitutions other than schools, and whether parents were counselled on its
prevention. It would also be interesting to know the situation of students
over 16 - who were legally no longer children - with regard to corpora

puni shment .

79. M. RABAH inquired about the conditions for foreigners to accede to
Mal di vi an nationality and whether a child' s situation was affected by his
parents' |oss of nationality, for whatever reason

80. Ms. YOOSUF (Mal dives) explained that the Constitutions established
certain conditions for foreigners to becone Maldivian citizens, such as a
determ ned period of residence in Maldives, literacy and adherence to the
Muslimfaith. Mldivian citizens could marry foreigners, provided that they
bel onged to or adopted the Muslimfaith. The parents coul d deci de which of
the two nationalities the child should adopt.

81. Replying to Ms. CQuedraogo, she explained that, inasnuch as Ml dives had
no churches, synagogues or tenples, the provision that non-Mslinms could
practise their religion in privacy was intended to be practical rather than

di scrimnatory.

82. Ms. SHI HAM (Mal di ves), in response to M. Fulci's question, said that
the child s right to freedomwas not included in Law 9/91. Replying to
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Ms. Karp, she reiterated that inhumane treatment was prohibited in all
institutions, and parents who di scovered any case could conplain to the

M nistry of Education or the URC, both of which would refer the matter to the
courts. No special nonitoring mechani smwas needed because, given the
country's tiny popul ation, any incidents were rapidly discovered and could be
reported by anyone. |If they occurred on an island, the body to which
conplaints were submtted was either the Mnistry of Education or the Island
O fice, whence they were transnitted to the URC and thence to the
Attorney-General's Ofice. It was mandatory in Ml dives to report any known
or suspected cases of physical or psychol ogi cal abuse, and the informant was
assured of confidentiality.

83. National and foreign filnms and video recordi ngs were viewed by one
"censor board", which rated themfit or unfit for children's view ng. Another
at the Education Devel opnent Centre censored books and panphlets, and yet a
third censored productions on Tel evision Ml dives. Since all videos were
censored, no need was felt for a child-information systemon the dangers of
paedophile rings and sex crinmes. However, it mght become necessary with the
i ntroduction of the Internet.

84. To her know edge, no person had ever lost his nationality in Maldives.
If such a case were to occur, children should not be affected; that was a
topi ¢ worthy of consideration

85. Births were attended by health workers and/or the traditional birth
attendants (“fool huma”), who issued the father with a registration form which
had to be delivered to the Island Ofice within seven days. Non-conpliance
carried a fine which, although snmall, was aggregated and so served as a
deterrent. Children seeking nornmal nedical check-ups were required to show
their birth certificates and defaulters were soon discovered. |f

i nvestigati on showed that the father was unable to pay the fine, the birth
certificate was still issued. The intinmacy anong inhabitants of islands with
tiny popul ati ons nade such occurrences rare. The need for regular reporting
to the Departnment of Public Health and the Mnistry of Health and entry into
t he dat abase encouraged conpli ance.

86. Replying to Ms. Karp's question, she said that the | aw prohibited
corporal punishnment of all persons in schools, not nerely of children
Therefore reports of violence in any institution were duly investigated.

87. Freedom of expression was not explicitly provided for in Law 9/91.

88. M . RABAH asked whet her the application of the Sharia, the Koran and
ot her sources was nerely customary or whether it was specifically enbodied in
| egi sl ation.

89. Ms. YOOSUE (Mal di ves) explained that explicit provisions in the Sharia,
concerning such matters as inheritance, testinony and headship of the State,
were also clearly stated in the Constitution, while the renmainder of the
Constitution and the | aws were nerely gui ded by the Shari a.

90. M. RABAH asked whet her the requirement of adherence to the Muslimfaith
for acceding to Maldivian citizenship was based on the Sharia.
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91. Ms. YOOSUE (Mal dives) replied that it was not.

92. M. RABAH asked whet her that requirenent ran counter to the Shari a,
which did not differentiate between Mislim and non-Mislim

93. Ms. YOOSUF (Mal dives) explained that while the nationality |aw was not
contrary to the Sharia, it was not based on it, but rather on the need to
protect the sovereignty of a tiny nation

94. M s. SARDENBERG wondered whether there were other fundanental aspects
that were not based on the Shari a.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




