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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 4) (continued)

Fourteenth periodic report of Cyprus (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 19;
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 28/ Rev. 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, M. Eftychiou, M. Loizidou and
M. Kestoras (Cyprus) took places at the Committee table.

2. M. EFTYCH QU (Cyprus) said that the Turkish invasion of 1974 had been a
calamty for his country. He nevertheless reaffirmed his Governnment's
attachment to the promotion and protection of human rights, to the dignity of
the human person, irrespective of ethnic origin, and in particular, to the
principles and objectives set out in the Convention. |In practice, that
commtrent to human rights had been mani fested by using the Rone Convention to
draft the relevant provisions of the Constitution of Cyprus, part Il of which
contained a very extensive Bill of Rights. H s country, which was a party to
all the international human rights instrunents for which bodies had been
established to monitor their inplementation, had proceeded to | egislate
accordingly. Under article 169 (3) of the Constitution, the force of ratified
i nternati onal conventions was superior to national |aw.

3. The information contained in the report under consideration pertained
only to the territory of the Republic under the effective control of his
CGovernnent; 37 per cent of the territory of the Republic had been under
Turkish mlitary occupation since 1974. As a result, the Governnent was
prevented fromensuring the inplenmentation of the international conventions

t hroughout the territory under its sovereign jurisdiction. As early as

8 April 1975, the Conmmittee had adopted its first decision on Cyprus and had
thereafter repeatedly expressed its concern about the unacceptable conditions
prevailing in the occupied area of Cyprus. Thus, the support expressed by the
Conmittee in its decision XXVII of 1983 had greatly encouraged the people and
CGovernment of Cyprus to continue to strive for respect for the human rights of
all the people of Cyprus. Simlarly, the authorities welconed the Conmttee's
CGeneral Recomrendation XXl | (49) adopted on 16 August 1996 concerning the

i ssue of refugees and displ aced persons. Unfortunately, since the subm ssion
of Cyprus's previous report to the Conmmttee, the situation in the country had
further deteriorated. The few hundred G eek and Maronite Cypriots who were
still living in the occupied area were now obliged by the occupation reginme to
obtain and pay for exit and entry “visas” in order to travel to and fromthe
occupi ed area

4, In addition, the illegal occupation regine was now dermandi ng recognition
of its sovereignty before consenting to even commence negotiations for a
solution to the problemof Cyprus. H's Government was committed to a peacefu
solution of the conflict and expressed to the Comrittee its thanks for the
assi stance and cooperation it had received fromthe Comrittee in its efforts
to achieve effective inplementation of the Convention
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5. Ms. LOZIDQU (Cyprus) reaffirmed the inportance which her country
attached to the promotion of human rights safeguarded through the elimnation
of all forms of discrimnation, whether based on race or national or ethnic
origin.

6. In preparing the report under consideration, the Cypriot authorities had
followed the Cormittee's revised guidelines, had taken due note of the
observations made during the discussion of the previous report
(CERD/ C/ 263/ Add. 1) and had endeavoured to provi de responses to the questions
asked by nmenbers of the Conmittee.

7. The current report had been drafted by a conmittee conposed of officials
fromthe Mnistries of Foreign Affairs, Justice and Public Order, Education
and Culture, and Labour and Social Insurance and fromthe O fice of the
Attorney-General and the O fice of the Orbudsman. The comittee had been
chaired by the Law Comm ssioner, who was responsible for ensuring that
Cyprus's legislation was in conformty with international human rights

i nstruments and that the authorities fulfilled their obligations under the

i nternational instrunments to which Cyprus was a party.

8. In accordance with the suggestions and recommendati ons rmade by the
Committee following its consideration of the previous report, the Conmittee's
concl udi ng observations and the previous report had been widely publicized in
Cyprus, having been forwarded to the nedia, national institutions and

agenci es, and non-governnental human rights organi zations.

9. She would like to informthe Comrittee of a nunber of new devel opnents
whi ch had occurred during the period follow ng the subm ssion of the current
report.

10. Cooperation with the Ofice of the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for
Ref ugees had continued, in the context of the preparation of the Bil

providing for the protection of refugees, which would soon be submtted to the
Council of Mnisters (paragraph 6 of the report).

11. Wth regard to the condemation of any policy or practice of racia
segregation (paragraph 9 of the report), her Government was still prevented,
by the use of force and because of Turkey's continuing illegal mlitary

occupation of 37 per cent of the territory of the Republic, from applying the
provi sions of the Convention in the part of Cyprus occupied by Turkey.

12. The observations nmade by the Commttee on Law No. 11 (II11) of 1992
(paragraphs 11 and 18 of the report) concerning the words “intentionally”,
“acts or activities” and “are likely to cause discrimnation” in the first

par agraph and the word “only” in the fourth paragraph had been duly noted by

t he conpetent authorities who, after serious consideration, had accepted the
Committee's recomrendati ons and were proceeding with the introduction of the
necessary anendnents. The Law al so covered the penalization of the expression
of ideas contrary to the Convention through the electronic media. |In that
connection, her Governnent had participated in the Sem nar on the role of the
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Internet with regard to the provisions of the Convention, and the proposal of
the Cypriot representative that the Committee should include reference to the
Internet in the exam nation of the reports of parties had been accepted by
consensus.

13. The new | egi sl ation regarding prisons was the Prisons Law (62 (1) 96),
as amended by Law No. 12 (1) 97 and the Prisons (General) Regul ations

of 1997 (121/97) made thereunder. Since the subm ssion of the current report,
the prison authorities had decided, for humanitarian reasons, to follow a
practi ce whereby nost foreign prisoners were rel eased before conpletion of
their sentence on the basis of a recomendation to the President of the
Republic and the Attorney-Ceneral and in accordance with article 53 (4) of the
Constitution.

14. Her Government, which had ratified the European Convention on the
Transfer of Sentenced Persons, had al so negotiated a number of bilatera
agreenents - with the Russian Federation, Egypt and Syria, anopng other
countries - providing for transfer of convicted persons, if they consented, to
the country of their nationality.

15. In accordance with General Reconmendati on XVI1 adopted by the Comm ttee
at its forty-second session in 1993, a decision had been taken by her
Governnment for the establishnent of a National Institution for the Pronotion
and Protection of Human Rights. That Institution would have conpetence to:
supply information on human rights, participate in the formation of public
opinion in furtherance of human rights, pronote discussion concerning
conditions in Cyprus with regard to human rights, advise the Government on any
matter relating to human rights that had been referred to it for
consideration, study |legislation and adm ni strative arrangements relating to
the protection and pronotion of human rights and subnmit relevant reports to
the conpetent authorities, performany function the Governnent m ght del egate
toit in relation to the obligations of the Republic under an internationa
human rights instrunent, exam ne conplaints of violations of human rights,
make recomendati ons for the harnonization of |legislation with internationa
instruments, and liaise with simlar institutions abroad. The nmain

non- governnental human rights organi zati ons were the International Association
for the Protection of Human Rights in Cyprus, the Committee for the
Restorati on of Human Ri ghts throughout Cyprus, and the Pan-Cyprian Commttee
for the Protection of Human Rights. They had been invited to nonminate their
own representatives in the Institution.

16. In conclusion, her del egation thanked the nenbers of the Commttee for
their attention and remained at their disposal for any further questions they
m ght wi sh to ask.

17. M. RECHETOV (Country Rapporteur) thanked the Cypriot del egation for
submtting an interesting and full report and for its statement containing
much additional information. The Cypriot authorities were displaying a strong
determination to develop the legislative and adm nistrative framework
necessary for inplenentation of the Convention. It was, of course,
regrettabl e that, because of the Turkish mlitary occupation, the Governnent
was unable to nonitor inplementation of the Convention's provisions throughout
the territory. At its forty-ninth session in 1996, the Conmittee had adopted
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decision 2 (49) in which it had reiterated its concern at the situation in
Cyprus. That situation had | ed to major denographic changes in the occupied
areas and, when considering the previous report, the Conmttee had asked for
further information on the country's denographic conmposition. That

i nformati on had not been supplied and so he reiterated the request.

18. He drew the attention of nmenbers to the core docunent

(HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 28/ Rev. 1), which contained inportant information on problens
of concern to the Committee, and in particular on denographic distribution by
ethnic group. In that connection, the Conmttee would |ike to know what was
meant by the “Latin” group, who accounted for 0.1 per cent of the popul ation

I n paragraph 24 nention was nmade of expul sions, forcible population

di spl acenents, killings and di sappearances. Paragraph 25 referred to the
policy of systematic destruction of Cyprus's cultural and religious heritage.
He requested that further information should be given on all those subjects in
Cyprus's next report to the Conmittee.

19. Turning to the content of the report under consideration
(CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 19), he said that the new information it contai ned was
particularly noteworthy. Thus it was stated in paragraph 2 that a Law

rati fying the anendnent to article 8 of the Conventi on had been enacted, and
in paragraph 3 that senior officials fromvarious departnments had contri buted
to the drafting of the report. Those were encouragi ng indications of the

i nportance Cyprus attached to inplenmentation of the Convention

20. Al t hough the report's informati on on new devel opnents was wel cone, the
absence of information on certain inportant points was regrettable. For
exanpl e, the question of the situation of foreign servants and workers was
dealt with at sone |ength, but the question (vital for Cyprus and of the
greatest interest to the Cormittee) of the everyday rel ations between the

two main communities on the island was gl ossed over in a single sentence in
paragraph 5. It would seemthat the two comunities managed to coexist quite
peaceful Iy, but information on any friction and nmeans of overcoming it,

i ncludi ng judicial decisions, would be nore directly linked to the Cormittee's
concerns than the type of information given in paragraph 7 on the problem of
the exploitation of wonen and girls. |If that exploitation was not of a racia
character, the matter did not fall within the Comm ttee's conpetence.

21. I mpl ementation of article 5 of the Convention appeared to be
satisfactory. O particular note was the substantial work done by the Cypriot
authorities to ensure that all citizens enjoyed their right to equality and to
propose the necessary | egislative amendnents in that area. As could be seen
from paragraph 13, for exanple, |egislation was under consideration to provide
for the citizenship of a newborn child to be determ ned by that of the father
or the nother on equal terns.

22. The Cypriot Governnment was al so concerned about the situation of
foreigners in Cyprus. Ms. Loizidou had given the Comm ttee interesting

i nformati on on the inprovenents in the conditions of detention of foreigners,
and paragraph 20 of the report stated that the |abour |aws and regul ations
applied equally to all workers, whether mgrants or Cypriots.
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23. The statistical information on governnment assistance to mnorities given
i n paragraphs 62-65 was particularly relevant. It was, of course, not

conpl ete but that was because the Governnment could not inplenment the
Convention throughout the territory within its jurisdiction

24. An inmportant factor dividing the Greek and Turki sh comunities renained,
namely the unresol ved question of di sappeared persons, which was also the
subject of an inquiry by Amesty International. However, the Conmittee could
not but note a definite inprovement in the difficult situation which stil
existed on the island. It nust take care to further that inprovenment by
facilitating cooperation with the Cypriot CGovernnment by neans of pertinent
gquestions and by listening carefully to any requests or suggestions the

del egati on m ght make in the course of the forthcom ng deliberations.

25. Ms. SADIQ ALl asked why and for what purpose the President of Turkey had
recently travelled to the occupied part of Cyprus. She would also like to
know from whi ch country the foreign donestic staff nentioned in paragraphs 4,
14 and 15 originated. Lastly, she inquired whether there were plans to teach
Cypriot children about Africa, Asia and Latin America. It would appear from
the detailed information on the education systemthat teaching was Eurocentric
and di sregarded the Third Worl d.

26. M. VALENCI A RODRIGUEZ noted with satisfaction that account had been
taken in the report of the concludi ng observati ons made by the Cormittee after
its consideration of the previous periodic report of Cyprus, that the authors
of the report were senior representatives of various departments and that
Cyprus had adopted the anendnent to article 8 of the Conventi on.

27. The Bill providing for the protection of refugees was another source of
satisfaction. It provided for the establishment of an independent institution
on that question, which was fully consistent with the spirit of article 2 of
the Convention. It remained to be seen whether it contained provisions that

woul d ensure equal treatnment for all refugees, regardless of ethnic or racia
origin.

28. As to the inplenentation of article 4, Law No. 11 of 1992 went in the
right direction, and he wel comed the fact that the Cypriot authorities had
duly taken into consideration the Conmttee's observations on certain aspects
of that Law, in particular those relating to the use of the Internet.

29. In connection with the inplenentation of article 5 of the Convention
there appeared to be one problem the difference in treatnent between foreign
housemai ds and other foreign workers in Cyprus. The former canme under the
aegis of the Police Authorities and the latter of the Mnistry of Labour and
Soci al Insurance. He hoped that the Committee would be informed of the nature
of the neasures taken to renmedy that situation

30. The report contained little information on the inplenmentation of
article 6 of the Convention; paragraphs 16-21 dealt nore with articles 4
and 5, but he welcomed the fact that no compl aints about racia

di scrimnation, except those relating to a few foreign domestic servants,
had been | odged with the courts.
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31. In relation to article 7 of the Convention, the information given in
par agraphs 31, 33 and 37 of the report was welcone. It was a good thing that

any child, regardless of nationality, should be able to receive an education
that he should rapidly learn to speak the |anguage of the country if he came
from abroad, and that he should be taught tolerance fromhis school days. He
al so wel conmed the information given in paragraphs 62-65 of the report on
everything that was being done for the various mnorities, whether Mronite,
Latin, Turkish-Cypriot or Arnenian.

32. He noted with pleasure that, generally speaking, human rights were very
much to the fore in Cyprus. They were included in teacher training programres
and woul d soon be included in training for public officers, they were
publicized on the occasion of various comenorations and gat herings, and the
Convention and the Committee's decisions and observations were w dely

di ssem nated, including anong the general public.

33. The concern of the Cypriot authorities to avert anything that m ght
lead to racial discrimnation was thus self-evident; it was all the nore
meritorious since, as noted in paragraph 74 of the report, the Government was
unabl e to i nplenent the provisions of the Convention throughout the territory.

34. M. de GOUTTES said that the fourteenth periodic report of Cyprus and
the oral statenents on the situation on the island gave numerous grounds for
sati sfaction, not the |east of which was the regul ar nature of the dial ogue
with the Cypriot Governnent and the rel evance of the new informati on furnished
to the Conmittee. |In that respect, he also wel comed the information provided,
particularly on the conposition of the population, in the core docunent issued
the previous year (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 28/ Rev.1). Wirking in the difficult
conditions resulting fromthe | engthy occupation of part of Cyprus by the
Turki sh forces, the Governnment was neverthel ess endeavouring to put the
Convention into effect to the fullest extent possible. He noted in particular
the ratification of the amendnent to article 8 of the Convention and the

decl arati on made under article 14. He also welconed the publicity given to
the reports and decisions of the Conmttee, as explained in paragraphs 50

and 51 of the report, and the imm nent establishment of a national institution
for the protection and pronoti on of human rights, whose activities would
certainly be described in the next periodic report of Cyprus.

35. The authors of the report had taken the very commendabl e initiative of
devoting a section of it (part Il1) to replies to the questions asked by
menbers of the Commttee. That was an exanple which the Committee m ght ask
other States parties to follow

36. He would like clarification on two points. First, he was surprised
that, despite the situation of conflict in the island, there had been no
conpl aints of discrimnation, except those of foreign housemaids. Did that
mean that there were really no victins of discrimnation? O could it be
concl uded that no action was taken on conplaints? Secondly, the information
contai ned in paragraph 60 on human rights training for public officers needed
to be supplenented in the next periodic report with a description of the
nmeasures taken and their results.
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37. M. YUTZIS asked why it had been deened necessary to state, in

par agraph 12 of the report, that foreigners were able to benefit fromthe
services and functions of the Conm ssioner for Administration (onmbudsman) in
the event of indiscretions by public officers. Was that a purely preventive
measure or had such cases of indiscretion actually occurred?

38. In accordance with the systemin force for the acquisition of
citizenship, a newborn child automatically had Cypriot citizenship, provided
his father was hinself a Cypriot. |If his nmother was a Cypriot citizen married

to a foreigner, the Mnistry of the Interior could, at its discretion, grant
the child Cypriot citizenship provided the nother submtted an appropriate
application. Fromthat it nust be concluded that the acquisition of Cypriot
citizenship was not automatic. In addition, the question arose whether the
procedure applicable to a nother married to a foreigner constituted a benefit
or an act of discrimnation. The Comm ssioner for Adm nistration seenmed to
consider that to be an act of discrimnation since he had stated that those
provi sions ran counter to the spirit of various laws on citizenship and the
provisions of the Constitution. What did the del egation think?

39. He was surprised that the inquiries into the dism ssal of foreign
housemai ds shoul d be conducted by the Police Authorities, unlike what was done
in the case of all other foreign workers. He asked the del egati on whether it
shared the view of the Conmm ssioner for Adm nistration, who had stated that
that procedure constituted discrimnation against foreign housemai ds worki ng
in Cyprus and was contrary to the letter and spirit of Cypriot [aws on
foreigners and imrgration. What neasures did the Governnment intend to take
in order to remedy that situation?

40. Referring to paragraph 59 of the report, in which it was stated that
there was only one State-owned radio and television station in Cyprus and that
it was run by an independent corporation, he asked whether that neant that
there was no State-owned radio.

41. He woul d al so wel cone clarification of paragraph 71 of the report, in
which it was stated that a Muslimwho was not a Turkish Cypriot could not be
appointed to public office unless he was a citizen of the Republic. What was
the reason for that distinction?

42. M. Yutzis took the Chair

43. M. van BOVEN, reverting to the question of foreign housemaids, said
that they often had no social, |egal or even physical protection because of
the i nadequacy of regulations in that area. He noted that the opinion of the
Commi ssioner for Administration, referred to in paragraph 14 of the report,
was based on Cypriot |aws on foreigners and immigration, and asked the

del egati on what influence the international instrunments had had in that case.

44, Cyprus had ratified a | arge nunber of international instrunments, and he
wi shed to know the status of those instruments in Cypriot law. M. Eftychiou
had stated that, under article 169 of the Constitution, the force of rules of
international |aw applicable to Cyprus was superior to all donestic

| egislation or regulations. However, there still seenmed to be sone
uncertainty about the possibility of directly invoking those rules in the
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courts. That question had in fact already been raised by the Human Ri ghts
Committee in 1994, when it had considered the report submitted by Cyprus under
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

45, Article 6 of the Convention provided that States parties nust assure to
victinms of racial discrimnation the right to seek just and adequate
reparation or satisfaction fromthe tribunals. Wat was the situation in
Cyprus? 1In addition, he drew attention to General Recommendation Xl I|

adopted by the Comm ttee several years before, which related to the training
of law enforcenent officials in the protection of human rights. That question
had al so been raised in the concludi ng observations of the Human Ri ghts
Committee of 27 July 1994. Could the del egation state whether training of
that kind was provided in Cyprus?

46. He wel comed the European Union's initiative in organizing a bicomrunal
meeting of 50 Cypriot, Greek and Turkish wonmen in Brussels in April 1997. 1In
his view, that type of initiative was essential for the future of the country,
and he asked for fuller information on the network of wonmen which had been set
up follow ng that neeting

47. He al so wel coned the fact that the reports which Cyprus was required to
submit to the international organizations were very w dely publicized. When
listening to the statenment by Ms. Loizidou, he had understood that the sane
was true of the conclusions adopted by such organizations. Could the

del egation confirmthat that was the case?

48. Cyprus had made the declaration provided for in article 14 of the
Convention, but he noted that no one within its jurisdiction had so far
submtted a petition. WAs that due to the fact that the procedure was
insufficiently well known? |If so, could the new institution set up to dea
with human rights questions, referred to by Ms. Loizidou, be instrunental in
that respect? On the question of that new institution, he enphasized that the
O fice of the H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights was very interested in that
type of body and asked whether the conpetent Cypriot authorities consulted the
O fice on the question. He would like further information on the very broad
powers which the institution would enjoy. In his view, it should dissem nate
i nformati on on the international instruments, publicize the procedure provided
for in article 14 of the Convention and, in general, perform an educationa
role in the area of human rights. Lastly, he wi shed to know what the
conmposition of the institution would be.

49. M. DI ACONU expressed regret that the situation in Cyprus was stil
preventing the Governnment from i nplenenting the provisions of the Convention
t hroughout the territory.

50. The report gave no information on the distribution of the popul ation
according to ethnic origin. Thus, paragraph 62 entitled “Governnent
assistance to mnorities” referred to the mnority comunities w thout stating
what communities they were. The report dealt with religious groups such as
Roman Cat holics and Muslins but did not mention the ethnic origin of the
menbers of those groups. That was inportant in the |ight of the questions
relating to the |anguages of education
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51. He wel coned the fact that the Comm ttee's observati ons concerning
certain expressions contained in Law No. 11 (I11) of 1992 had been brought to
the attention of the conpetent authorities. He asked the delegation to state
what further action would be taken on that question and to ensure that

nati onal |egislation was consistent with the provisions of article 4 of the
Conventi on.

52. Lastly, he noted with satisfaction that the Conm ssioner for

Admi ni stration provided protection against indiscretions on the part of public
officers. He asked whether there were any protective neasures agai nst acts of
raci al discrimnation froma private source.

53. M. GARVALOV congratul ated the Cypriot del egation on the exenplary
presentation of its report, in which it had given the Comm ttee usefu
additional information on the inplenmentation of articles 2, 5 and 7 of

the Convention. However, there was no additional information on the

i mpl enentation of article 4, in which the Conmttee took a particularly keen
i nterest.

54, He feared that the partition of Cyprus since the Turkish invasion

of 1974 m ght have given rise to a regrettable change in attitudes, notably
among the inhabitants of the northern part of the island, which was reflected
in acceptance of the status quo.

55. Referring to paragraph 13 of the report, he noted with concern that

| egal provisions existed relating to the automatic acquisition of Cypriot
nationality at birth - a flagrant exanple of discrimnation against children
of whomonly the mother had Cypriot nationality. Cyprus should renedy that
unacceptabl e state of affairs.

56. He further noted the statenent in paragraph 68 of the report that the
comunities in Cyprus had been divided according to their religious beliefs
and not according to their ethnic origin. Know ng that Cyprus had ratified

t he European Franework Convention for the Protection of National Mnorities in
1995 (paragraph 72) and that that Convention took account not of religious
beliefs but of ethnic groups, he was surprised that Cyprus did not recognize
the ethnic character of its constituent comunities. He was also surprised to
read in paragraph 69 that the m nor religious groups had opted to belong to
the Greek conmmunity on grounds of religion, which mght inply that those
comunities were ethnically honbgeneous. What was the exact situation?

57. Lastly, he would like to know the precise reasons why the nomadic
gypsi es had decided to join the Turkish comunity and whether all gypsies in
Cyprus were Musli ms.

58. M. SHAHI congratul ated the Cypriot del egation on the updated report
under consideration. He had noted with particul ar satisfaction the

i nformati on given by Ms. Loizidou about the statenment made by a Cypri ot
representative concerning Internet activities at the seminar in which the
Conmittee had participated. He would |ike to know whet her Cyprus had since
then enacted | aws which nmade it a crinmnal offence to use the Internet for the
di ssemi nation of racist propaganda. That information was of great inportance
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since the Conmttee wanted States parties to communicate to it information on
the neasures they were taking to conbat the use of the Internet for racist
pur poses.

59. M. EFTYCH QU (Cyprus) said that his delegation would reply at the next
meeting to the questions asked by nenbers of the Commttee.

60. The Cypriot delegation withdrew

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 2)

Preparation for the visit of the Hi gh Conm ssioner for Hunman Ri ghts

61. The CHAIRMAN invited nmenbers of the Cormittee to discuss the main points
they would like to take up with Ms. Mary Robi nson, Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human
Rights, at the Conmittee's 1284th neeting on Friday, 7 August 1998. The
meeti ng woul d be of only one hour's duration

62. M. van BOVEN said that it would be a good idea to raise the question of
the devel opment of the services provided to the Comrittee by the secretariat,
and notably the question of the maintenance of the Secretary of the Conmittee
in his present function. The Committee should al so ascertain the stage
reached in the work on the interdepartnental project set up to coordinate al
activities to conbat raci smand xenophobi a undertaken within the

Hi gh Commi ssioner's Ofice. Those activities should, in particular, increase
and i nprove synergy and coordi nati on between the departnents dealing with the
Third Decade to Conbat Raci sm and Racial Discrimnation and with preparations
for the associated Wrld Conference agai nst Racism Racial Discrimnation
Xenophobi a and | ntol erance and between the work of the Special Rapporteur on
Cont enporary Forns of Racism Racial Discrimnation, Xenophobia and

I ntol erance al so associated with it and the work of the secretariat and the
Conmi ttee.

63. M. DIACONU said that one of the questions in which the Commttee was
particularly interested was that of its participation in the future Wrld
Conf erence agai nst Racism It should therefore discuss with the

Hi gh Commi ssi oner the reconmendations it intended to make on that occasion to
States parties to the Convention and organi zations in the United Nations
system It should also consider with her the possibility of holding one
annual session in New York in order to enable certain States parties which
were represented at United Nations Headquarters but not in Geneva to
participate in the consideration of their periodic reports.

64. M. de GOUTTES supported the proposals made by the other nenbers. On
institutional matters, he thought it would be useful to ask the

Hi gh Comm ssioner to report on the recent restructuring of her Ofice and the
bodi es nonitoring the human rights situation and on the merger of the reports
of the human rights bodies as referred to in the Alston report, and to give
the Committee sone information on preparations for the Wrld Conference

agai nst Raci sm

65. On substantive matters, it would seemparticularly inportant to raise
various current questions relating to certain emergency situations of
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particul ar concern to the Comrmittee, notably the situations in Kosovo, the
Sudan, Rwanda, Burundi and the Denobcratic Republic of the Congo, and to

di scuss with her what neasures should be initiated in that respect. It was
particularly inmportant that the Sudan should be included in the list of States
to be covered by the early warni ng neasures and the Committee's urgent action
procedure.

66. M. RECHETOV considered that the situation of Ms. Klein-Bidnon should be
taken up with the Hi gh Commr ssioner: she was Acting Chief of the Support
Services Branch in the Hi gh Conmi ssioner's Ofice and the Comrittee had
greatly appreci ated her conpetence and devotion to duty. Another question
that shoul d be taken up was that of the new conference room which had been
assigned to the Committee but which, in his opinion, was unsatisfactory. The
H gh Comm ssi oner woul d undoubtedly be able to enlighten the Conmittee as to

t he reasons and circunstances which had | ed to that change.

67. M. SHAHI associated hinmself with the proposals made by M. de Gouttes
concerning the restructuring of the H gh Comm ssioner's Ofice. 1In his
opinion, it wiuld be particularly useful to take up certain substantive
guestions such as the effectiveness of recent actions and the role of the
United Nations in energency situations where there had been massacres or mass
executions connected with inter-ethnic conflicts. Generally speaking, the
effectiveness of the United Nations was greatly reduced when inter-comunal or
inter-ethnic clashes as opposed to international conflicts between States were
i nvol ved. The Security Council was faced with the question whether it should
order operations aimed not at separating the conbatants, but at restoring
peace.

68. In that connection, it would, in his opinion, be useful to distribute to
menbers of the Conmittee a particularly interesting analysis by

M. Brian Urghart published in the New York Tinmes book review on the necessary
evolution of the role of the United Nations in the face of the sudden upsurge
in situations of genocide since the end of the cold war. The author invited
consi deration of neasures that would enable the United Nations to increase its
ef fectiveness and thereby avoid being caught unawares, as it had been at the
time of the crises in Somalia, Rwanda and, nore recently, Kosovo. He
requested the secretariat to photocopy and distribute that article.

69. M. BANTON suggested that the Hi gh Comm ssioner should give the
Conmittee information on the inplementation of the plan of action which had
been adopted at the nost recent neeting of chairpersons of treaty bodies, with
a viewto enabling themto respond nore effectively to the expectations of
States and other interested parties.

70. Replying to M. Rechetov, he said that, as Chairman of the Committee, he
had been informed of the assignment of a new conference roomfor the
Committee's neetings. Like M. Shahi, he doubted whether the Commttee would
be able to take up all the inportant questions nentioned in the course of its
brief meeting with the Hi gh Commi ssioner

71. M. SHERIFIS said he too doubted whether it would be possible to
consider all the inportant questions of concern to the Commttee at the
schedul ed neeting with the Hi gh Commi ssioner. Those were worl dw de probl enms




CERD/ C/ SR. 1278
page 13

havi ng far-reachi ng, catastrophi c consequences, notably the mass popul ation

di spl acements in Africa and the Bal kans, whose consi deration woul d necessarily
require more tinme than had been allotted for the neeting. Since consideration
woul d al so have to be given to questions relating to the future Wrld

Conf erence agai nst Racism the proposal to hold one Cormittee session in

New York, the restructuring of the Ofice of the H gh Conmm ssioner for Human
Ri ghts and the Committee's new conference room a neeting of sufficient |ength
with the Hi gh Comm ssioner would obviously be necessary.

72. He asked the Chairman whether he was able to say what was the exact
situation of the post of representative of the Secretary-General vis-a-vis the
Committee and the other treaty bodies.

73. M. DIACONU, responding to M. Shahi's suggestion, said that it was not
the Committee's practice to ask the secretariat to photocopy and distribute
newspaper articles, however interesting and useful they m ght be.

74. The CHAI RMAN proposed that consideration of the question under
di scussi ons should be continued at a | ater neeting of the Commttee.

75. It was so deci ded.

The neeting rose at 6.05 p.m




