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The discussion covered in the sunmary record began at 11 a.m

ELECTI ON OF THE OFFI CERS OF THE COWM TTEE (agenda item 3) (continued)

1. The TEMPORARY CHAI RPERSON announced that, follow ng consultations with
the menbers of the Commttee concerning the election of officers, Ms. Mo

had been el ected the new Chairperson of the Commttee. Ms. El Guindi

M. Rabah and Ms. Sardenberg, had been el ected Vice-Chairpersons and M. Doek
had been el ected Rapporteur

SOLEMN DECLARATI ON BY THE NEWY ELECTED MEMBERS OF THE COWM TTEE
(agenda item 2) (continued)

2. The TEMPORARY CHAI RPERSON invited those nenbers of the Conmmittee who had
been el ected at the seventh neeting of States parties to nake the sol em
decl aration provided for in rule 15 of the provisional rules of procedure.

3. Ms. KARP and Ms. OUEDRAOGO made the follow ng declaration: *“I
solemly declare that | will performny duties and exercise ny powers as a
menber of the Committee on the Rights of the Child honourably, faithfully,
inmpartially and conscientiously.”

4. Ms. Moi took the Chair

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 6)

Initial report of Barbados (CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 45; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 64/ Rev. 1;
CRC/ C/ Q BAR/ 1)

5. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the menbers of the del egation of
Bar bados took places at the Conmttee table.

6. The CHAI RPERSON wel conmed the del egati on of Barbados, in particular

M ss Mason, whose presence woul d make the Committee’s work easier, since she
was a previous Chairperson of the Comrittee and was therefore already famliar
with its procedures.

7. M. GRIFFITH (Barbados) said that his country was aware of the

i mportance of ensuring the best possible quality of life for children as
provided for in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Children were
entitled to enjoy a whol esonme and enabling environnment, especially in their
formati ve years, as well as a warmrelationship with their parents or
substitute parents. In those conditions, children would have the opportunity
to maxim ze their potential and become the well-rounded and productive
citizens that the country needed.

8. Since the subm ssion of the initial report, a number of inportant steps
had been taken to bring Barbados closer to achieving the goals set out in the
Convention. 1In 1998 the Governnment, in conjunction with non-governnmenta

organi zati ons (NGOs) and regional and international agencies, had hosted the
first ever Caribbean Youth Summt, which had brought together young people
under the age of 19 from 20 Cari bbean countries. The summt had focused on
reproductive health with specific reference to children. There was a clear
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under st andi ng across the region that policies and programes for the

young woul d succeed only if young people were involved in fornul ati ng and
i npl enmenting them Barbados had al so established a national conmttee for
nonitoring the rights of the child, whose nenbers included representatives
of governnment agencies, the private sector, religious communities, |aw

enf orcenent bodi es, the teaching profession, social services, the | ega
sector and the Family Pl anning Associ ation

9. Bar bados' report should have been submitted at the previous session of
the Commttee, but had been del ayed by the general election on 20 January.
The new Governnent had created a Mnistry of Social Transformation which was
primarily responsible for child care, poverty eradication and rationalizing
soci al service agencies, especially those whose work affected children and
their famlies. It was essential to help parents, guardians and adults in
general to inprove their understanding of children's issues. The Mnistry
was al so responsible for giving a voice to vul nerable groups in society.

The Governnent was in the process of amal gamating social service agencies
previously adm ni stered by several different mnistries, in order to increase
productivity and thus inprove children’s quality of life. The Mnistry had
al so established a Bureau of Gender Affairs to address the needs of both men
and wonen and to | ook at the inpact of gender issues on children

10. Anot her of the Mnistry's responsibilities was to pronote the enact nent
of legislation prohibiting discrimnation against the physically and nmentally
disabled. A disability unit had been created to focus on their needs. The
State was al so encouragi ng NGO action for the benefit of the honmel ess and was
provi ding shelters for homel ess nen where they could receive counselling and
participate in progranmes designed to help themto | ead nore independent and
productive lives. A task force on vagrancy and homel essness had recently been
set up to help people who fell through the welfare net.

11. Bar bados attached high priority to the question of advocacy. A weekly
radi o programe entitled “Fam |y Life Issues” included a “Youth in Focus”
section, planned and hosted by young people, which highlighted issues of
famly life especially relevant to children. The progranme aired young
people's views on the problens they faced and possi bl e sol utions.

12. If action on behalf of children was to succeed, appropriate budgetary
al l ocati ons needed to be made. The report gave full details of increased
allocations to the Child Care Board, a statutory body with responsibility
for the care and protection of children. It was recognized that basic

child care could not be inproved without investing in training and a nationa
certification programre had accordi ngly been established, with input from
various relevant institutions and bodies. The programe was desi gned for
bot h gover nnent -owned and private child-care centres and had been successfully
conpl eted by al most 100 people to date. A tel ethon organized by the

Cari bbean Broadcasti ng Corporation had rai sed noney for the refurbi shment

of a children’s hone, which would be used as a nodel for simlar projects.

13. | mprovi ng awareness of child abuse was a top priority for the
Governnment. The number of referrals for child abuse had increased and it
was still unclear whether that was due to a higher incidence of abuse or

an increase in the number of people reporting it, although the Government
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believed the latter to be true. However, continued action to prevent
child abuse should eventually result in a decline in the number of cases.
Par ent -t eacher associ ati ons and church and youth groups, anong others, had
invited the Governnment to becone involved in discussions on child abuse,
adoption and foster care, adol escent sexuality, and other issues

af fecting young children.

14. Turning to the chall enges ahead, he said that the Child Care Board was
experiencing difficulty in filling the extra posts it had created for trained
social workers. |In response to concern about inadequate facilities for
physically and nentally chall enged children, he had been given the task of
ensuring that a proposal was submtted which would outline the steps needed
to remedy the situation. The harnful influence of the media and the |ack of
parental guidance in that respect were further sources of concern

15. The Governnent's recent mani festo had included a pledge to introduce

| egi sl ati on which woul d make the reporting of suspected cases of child abuse
mandatory. He anticipated some resistance to such |aws, but the rights of

vul nerabl e children ought to take priority over professional confidentiality
requi renents. Anxiety about the increasing nunber of children orphaned as a
result of the AIDS epidem c had pronpted the |aunch of public education

canpai gns ainmed at curbing its spread. Simlarly, reproductive health and
rights educati on had been included in the curriculumof primary and secondary
schools in an effort to consolidate the downward trend in teenage births. The
theme for Child Month 1999 was “Children, rights come with responsibility”, as
it was firmy believed that children should be enpowered to take control of
their own actions and not be influenced by passing fashions.

16. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked M. Griffith for his statenent and invited the
Conmittee nmenbers to nmake conments and rai se any questions they m ght have.

17. Ms. SARDENBERG said that, while she was di sappointed by the | ack

of facts and figures in the report, Barbardos' high rating on the human
devel opnent index neant that the island was well|l placed to inprove the
situation of children. She first asked how t he Barbadi an Parl i anent
participated in the inplementati on of the Convention. Had the Governnent
consi dered acceding to the Convention against Torture and O her Cruel

I nhuman or Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishnment? What provision had been nade
for the Governnent to take charge of the overall coordination of activities
to i npl enent the Convention? Wy had the Child Care Board been responsible
for preparing the report? What bodies were represented on the Nationa
Committee? Were there any plans to introduce a global strategy for

i mpl ementati on of the Convention?

18. M. FULCI commended the quality of the report which was conprehensive
and self-critical. However, the data it contained were not sufficiently
detailed and there was no assessnent of the progress achieved and difficulties
encountered in the inplenmentation of relevant |aws. He praised the Governnent
of Barbados for calling on many sectors of civil society to collaborate in the
drafting of the report. 1In the Iight of paragraphs 13 to 21 of the report, he
asked what neasures had been adopted or were planned to make the Convention
better known in Barbados. Did human rights education, including children's
rights, formpart of the school curricul unf
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19. Ms. OUEDRAOGO said that there were gaps in the report. She inquired
about the problens which had led to its |ate subm ssion. How was the need

to protect children against the adverse effects of the structural adjustnent
programme reflected in Barbados' new strategy to conbat poverty? Had the
Child Care Board been reorganized after ratification of the Convention

in order to conmply with its requirements? How did the Board coordinate

i npl enentation at local and national level? Had the National Plan of Action
on the Survival, Protection and Devel opnent of Children achieved any results
in respect of children's rights? Had information fromthe reports referred to
i n paragraph 12 been included in the initial report and had those reports been
di scussed beforehand?

20. Ms. MXHUANE endorsed her coll eagues’ coments about the high quality
of the report, but since the Conmittee was aware that donmestic legislation in
Bar bados was not keeping pace with econonm c and soci al changes, she wi shed to
know how national |aws were addressing the higher incidence of divorce, single
par ent hood and poverty. How were budgetary resources distributed at regiona
I evel 7 VWhat constraints had there been on resource allocation? How had the
spin-off fromthe structural adjustnent programre benefited children? What
programes or activities were in place to inprove the |lot of children? G ven
the shortage of social workers in Barbados, what financial incentives or
programes existed to encourage adults and young people to take up socia

wor k as a profession?

The neeting was suspended at 11.55 a.m and resuned at 12.05 p. m

21. M. GRIFFITH (Barbados), responding to the question concerning
Parliament's involvenent in dissemnating information on the rights of the
child, pointed out that Barbados was a tiny country with good comrunications.
The M nister of Social Transformation took a close interest in matters
concerning the Convention and, in connection with Child Month activities, had
gi ven nunerous radio and television interviews. There were 28 parlianmentary
constituencies, each branch of which had invited the Child Care Board and

rel evant non-governnental organizations (NGOs) to contribute their views on
appropriate child-care activities. Parlianment attached great inportance to
children's issues; not only were sessions of the House of Assenbly devoted to
them but so were constituency neetings, so that children's issues and the

i npact of |egal nmeasures on children were di scussed nationw de.

22. Replying to the question concerning the econom c inpact of the
structural adjustnment programme he said that the budget allocated to the Child
Care Board had gradually di m ni shed over the years from$10.5 nillion to

$7.5 million, with the result that a nunber of programmes had slowed to a
crawl, if not to a total halt. However, it had been increased in recent years
by $1 million per year, bringing the figure for 1999-2000 to $12.5 mllion

The increase had enabl ed the Board to introduce new progranmes, refurbish

buil dings, fill all vacant posts and even create new posts.

23. One maj or achi evenent was the 100 per cent increase in the foster-care
al l omance. Tel evi sion broadcasts had been devoted to the subject of foster
care, with the participation of both foster parents and foster children
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24, Ms. CRAWFORD (Barbados) said that the Child Care Board was a statutory
body devoted to children's issues, which maintained close contact with the
organi zati ons represented on the National Commttee for the Inplementation of
the Rights of the Child. It was conposed of representatives of the judiciary,
the trade unions and youth organi zati ons, and provided a forum for

i nterdi sciplinary discussions.

25. It had taken 46 nmonths to prepare the initial report. The responses of
NGOs, the various mnistries and the general public, although late in com ng
had eventual |y been incorporated in a draft docunment, which had been wi dely
distributed to ensure that everyone was aware of the Board's work. The
docunent dealt inter alia with juvenile justice and children whose parents
were infected with the HIV/AIDS virus or had died of AIDS. Wile H V-infected
children were usually cared for within the famly, the Child Care Board

i ntervened when necessary to provi de appropriate care.

26. The M nistry of Social Transformation had fornmul ated a special poverty
al I evi ati on programre which had been all ocated a budget of $11 mllion in
1999, on the assunption that poverty reduction would benefit children as a
whol e.

27. In response to the question concerning the shortage of social workers,
she said that the problemwas one of availability. However, for the past
four years the Cave Hill canpus of the University of the West Indies, |ocated

i n Barbados, had been offering a degree in social work. Originally designed
for partially trained staff, it was currently open to others as well.

28. The CHAI RPERSON asked whet her Bar bados had any special incentives in
pl ace to encourage young people to becone social workers.

29. Ms. CRAWFORD (Barbados) replied that, while there were no specia
i ncentives, there was ongoing activity involving annual visits to schools in
order to encourage young people to take up the profession

30. M ss MASON (Barbados), after congratulating Ms. Moi on her election

t hanked the Conmittee for the warmwel cone it had extended to her on her
return, no |longer as Chairperson of the Conmittee, but as a representative of
her country which she wished to portray in a true and honest |ight.

31. In response to Ms. Sardenberg's question, she said that Barbados had
not ratified the Convention against Torture. The country was revisiting the
various conventions it had not yet ratified - in exercise of its sovereign

right - with a view to deciding for or against ratification and speedi ng up
action on those it decided to ratify. She was not certain what the
Governnent's final decision would be, but the del egation would raise the
matter on its return hone.

32. On the question whether the 1992 Plan of Action had been abandoned, and
anot her concerning its mediumterminpact on children's rights, she said that
Bar bados had attained the mlestones set by the World Summit for Children
maki ng the plan obsol ete. The National Committee intended to draw up a new
programe, for which purpose three subconm ttees had been established to



CRC/ C/ SR. 534
page 7

exam ne separate issues. Barbadian |egislation was alnost entirely in
conformty with the Convention on the Rights of the Child; indeed nmany of its
provi si ons predated the Convention

33. In reply to the question whether donestic |egislation had kept

pace with soci o-econonm ¢ devel opnents and whether the | aws governing divorce,
custody, property and the famly were continually nonitored, she said that the
authorities had realized in 1976 that the country was in an anomal ous
situation - albeit one considered quite normal in the Caribbean - where
unmarri ed couples constituted 50 per cent of famlies. The CGovernnment had
deci ded that the progeny of such househol ds needed to be protected and had
instituted for such couples, provided they had cohabited for at |east

five years, a |legal category of “unions other than marriage”. The rights of
such children were further protected by the Status of Children Reform Act. In
cust ody cases, the judge, on the advice of social workers, ruled on the basis
of an objective exam nation of each parent's situation, according the utnpst

i nportance to reasonabl e access by the other parent. Also, under the Famly
Law Act, a divorce did not become absolute until all issues relating to m nor
of fspring had been resolved to the satisfaction of the court.

34. Poverty alleviation was al so given priority by the Mnistry of Socia
Transformati on, and was discussed daily on call-in radi o programes, in which
the general public aired its views.

35. Concerning the neasures taken to nmake the Convention on the Rights of
the Child nore widely known, she said that prior to the establishnment of a
monitoring conmttee in September 1998, sone efforts had been made to that

end, with UNICEF in an advocacy role. Mny |ocal and regional public neetings
were held to discuss the Convention, and both UNI CEF and the Child Care Board
were instrunental in pronoting children's rights. The Convention was given
exposure by the nedia, and two colloquia on the rights of the child had been
hel d, one in Novenber 1998, the other in March 1999. In addition, human
rights were taught in schools under the heading “Civics and citizenship”.

36. M. GRIFFITH (Barbados), replying to the question concerning the Child
Care Board' s role as a focal point, said that it had a 12-nmenber Board of
Directors which included teachers and social workers and was directly
answerable to the Mnistry of Social Transformation, which in turn was legally
responsi ble to the Cabinet. Wth the establishnent of the Board, nore energy
was being invested in child-related activities. It was not a static body;
sonme menbers were reappointed, while others departed. He hinself had been its
Chai rman since 1994.

37. Ms. CRAWFORD (Barbados), replying to a question from M. Mkhuane, said
that it was inpractical for a small country |ike Barbados to undertake
regional activities and that all the programmes were centralized. The

M nistry of Social Transformation had a child-care budget, which was
subsequently allocated to the Child Care Board, in accordance with each
departnent's programmes and plan of action. The fact that the budget for
child-related activities had risen from$38 mllion in 1995 to the current

I evel of $68 nmillion attested to the inmportance the authorities attached to
children and the famly.
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38. The CHAI RPERSON invited the nenbers of the Comrittee to raise additiona
guesti ons.

39. Ms. KARP commended the Governnent of Barbados for having established
the Conmittee on the Inplenentation of the Convention on the Ri ghts of the
Child. It would be useful to know whether that committee had undertaken to

review national legislation to assess its conformty with both the letter and
the spirit of the Convention. What portion of the budget was allocated to its
wor k?

40. She felt that the Governnment's policy concerning pornography, which took
i nto account photographs but not the comunications nmedia or the Internet,
shoul d be re-evaluated. In addition, judges in Barbados were expected to
respect the wishes of children over the age of 16 in custody disputes; the
Convention, however, called for decisions of that kind to be made in
accordance not with a child' s age but with his/her evolving capacities.

41. It would be useful to know whether the Barbados Governnment had a
strategy for working with NGOs in the matter of child policy, and whether
resources were allocated for that purpose. She also wondered whet her
approaches to parental counselling services incorporated ideas about chil dhood
that reflected the spirit of the Convention, in particular with regard to such
matters as abuse and incest.

42. The Child Care Board played a central advocacy role on behal f of
children. But its name, which suggested the concept of protection, should
per haps be changed to reflect a child rights approach, and to convey the idea
that it worked on behalf of all children, not just those with special needs.

43. Finally, it would be hel pful to know whether the CGovernnent had

consi dered the devel opnent of indicators in such areas as freedom of speech
and the right to education, which would denonstrate the degree of success in
i npl enenting the terms of the Convention

44, Ms. MXHUANE said that the report indicated that, in practice, a

Bar badi an child becane an adult at the age of 16. It also suggested that a
judge had discretion to determ ne whether a child was sufficiently mature to
make hi s/ her own decisions. In view of the shortage of professional socia
wor kers in Barbados, the question arose what assistance was provided to the
judge in maki ng such a determ nation. Furthernore, there was no question that
chil dren aged seven were too young to assume crimnal responsibility. At that
age, children tried to avoid punishrment in order to please their parents, but
had not yet devel oped a sense of right or wong.

45, M. DOEK inquired whether the Child Care Board was enpowered to
i nvesti gate cases of child abuse and bring themto the attention of the
courts.

46. Ms. Tl GERSTEDT- TAHTELA, noting the central role of the Child Care
Board, inquired whether Barbados had no nunicipal bodies to handle matters of
soci al welfare.
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47. M . RABAH requested further information on Child Mnth, in particular
whet her the Convention was distributed to participants, both children and
parents, and whether events designed to teach children their rights were

i ncluded in the programe.

48. It would al so be useful to know whether a child benefited fromlega
representati on when appearing before the courts, and whether it was in fact
the case that a child could not obtain | egal or nedical counselling w thout
parental consent. The report indicated that a child over the age of 15 and
under the age of 18 was allowed to work, but not at night or during schoo
hours. What in fact were “school hours”? What measures were taken to

i npl enment the rel evant |egislation? Furthernore, did the m ni mum age for
marriage apply both to girls and to boys? Finally, children under the age of
18 shoul d not be sent to prison: the Governnment should consider alternative
means of handling young peopl e whose behavi our constituted a serious problem

49. Ms. OUEDRAOGO, observing that Child Month had been cel ebrated in

Bar bados since 1967, inquired whether the formand content of that event had
changed since the ratification of the Convention, and to what extent the
public participated. What, in the Governnment's view, was the inpact of Child
Month on the successful inplementation of the Convention?

50. She al so wi shed to know to what extent the report had been publicized,
and what, the public reaction to it had been. Had it sparked any debate or
di scussi on?

51. The report mentioned |egislation that prohibited holders of |iquor
licences fromselling to minors, but made no nmention of other vendors or the
use of alcohol in the home. What other |aws were in place to prevent the use
of al cohol by children, and what neasures had been taken to inplenment thenf
Had t he Government consi dered conducting an awareness and educati on canpaign
to di scourage al cohol use by children?

52. Furthernore, the report was not clear about the age at which a child was
permtted to work; clarification would be wel cone. Wat neasures were taken
to prevent children from working during school hours? Finally, the Governnent
shoul d clearly establish the age at which a child was permtted to consult a

| awyer.

53. Ms. SARDENBERG said that she wel comed the establishment of a nationa
programe of action for children. However, since it did not cover all the

i ssues addressed by the Convention, the Governnent should consider the

devel opnent of a broad national strategy. What stage had Barbados reached in
the preparation of a budget that reflected the needs of children? Information
was needed on the relationship between the Government and NGOs, and, in
particul ar, on how the independence and inpartiality of NGOs was protected.

54, She was aware that Barbadi an society was resistant to the notion of the
child as a subject of |aw; coments woul d be wel conme regarding the role of the
child in the family and in society. Did the Convention have an inpact on that
rol e?

The neeting rose at 1.05 p.m




