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25/36
Assistance to the Republic of Mali in the field of human rights 

The Human Rights Council,

Guided by the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant international human rights instruments,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 60/251 of 15 March 2006 and Human Rights Council resolutions 5/1 and 5/2 of 18 June 2007, 20/17 of 6 July 2012, 21/25 of 28 September 2012 and 22/18 of 21 March 2013,

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 2085 (2012) of 20 December 2012 and 2100 (2013) of 25 April 2013,

Reaffirming that all States have an obligation to promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms enshrined in the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenants on Human Rights and other relevant human rights instruments to which they are parties,

Reaffirming also its commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial integrity of the Republic of Mali,

Taking note of the report of the Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Mali,

Welcoming the commitment of the authorities of Mali to restore the rule of law and firmly combat impunity,

1.
Welcomes the full return to constitutional order and significant improvement in the security situation in Mali which were made possible by the coordinated action to support the efforts of the authorities of Mali taken by the international community through the deployment of the United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali;

2.
Reiterates its concern over the human rights violations and abuses and violations of international humanitarian rights law committed in the Republic of Mali since 2012, which include summary executions, enforced disappearances, violence against women and children, the recruitment and use of child soldiers, attacks on schools, hospitals and cultural and religious sites, looting, arbitrary arrests and detentions and torture and cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment perpetrated in particular by armed groups;

3.
Commends the action undertaken by the Government of Mali to bring all perpetrators of such acts before impartial and independent courts regardless of their status or function;

4.
Welcomes the establishment in Mali of a Ministry for National Reconciliation, commends the commitment of the authorities of Mali to expand the mandate of the Dialogue and Reconciliation Commission to include a truth and justice component, and encourages the Commission to set up a workplan to facilitate rapid progress;

5.
Takes note of the signature of an agreement on judicial cooperation between the Republic of Mali and the International Criminal Court;

6.
Welcomes the good cooperation of Mali with the Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Mali;

7.
Calls upon the Government of Mali to continue its efforts to protect human rights and to promote national reconciliation, including through strengthening the judiciary, developing transitional justice mechanisms and reintroducing actual State services throughout the country;

8.
Reiterates its call for women’s full participation in the process of reconciliation, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the Security Council;

9.
Urges the international community to continue to provide, in consultation with the Government of Mali and the neighbouring countries concerned, appropriate and secure humanitarian assistance to refugees and displaced persons in order to encourage the voluntary return of such persons to their place of origin;

10.
Decides to extend the mandate of the Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Mali for one year with a view to assisting the Government of Mali in its efforts to promote and protect human rights;

11.
Requests the Independent Expert to work closely with all entities of the United Nations, the African Union and the Economic Community of West African States, and with all other international organizations concerned and Malian civil society, and to report to the Human Rights Council at its twenty-eighth session;

12.
Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to provide the Independent Expert with all the assistance necessary to enable him or her to fully discharge his or her mandate;

13.
Encourages the States Members of the United Nations, within the framework of their international cooperation activities, the relevant United Nations agencies, international financial institutions and all other relevant international organizations to provide technical and capacity-building assistance with a view to promoting respect for human rights and introducing judicial reforms;

14.
Decides to remain seized of this matter.

56th meeting

28 March 2014

[Adopted without a vote.]
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