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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

1 February 1991

8ir,

1 have the honour to refer to article 21, paragraph 1, of the Ccaveation
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination sgainst Women, according to

_which the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women,

established pursuant to the Convention, “shall, through the Economic and
Social Council, report unnually to the General Assembly of the United Nations
on-its activities”.

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women held its
‘tonth session frowm 21 January to 1 February 1991, It adopted the report of
-that session at its 188th meeting, held on 1 February 1991. 7%he report is
‘herewith submitted to_you for transmission to the General Assembly at its
£orty-sixth session,. — -

_Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest considerationm.

e e - (Sigped) Mervat TALLAWY
Chairman
Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women

His Excellency

Mr. Javier Pérez de Cuéllar
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York
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I. MATTERS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF STATES PARTIES

Geperal recommepndations

1. The Committee ca the Elimination of Discrimination against Women brings
to the attention of the States parties to the Conveation on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the following general
recommendat:ions:

Bearing in mivd articles 2 (c) and 11 (c), (d) and (e) of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discorimination agaiunst
Women and gemeral recommendation No. 9 (eighth session, 1989) on

statistical data coancerning the situation of women,

tion that a high percentage of women in the
States parties work without payment, social security and social benefits
in eaterprises owned usually by a male member of the family,

Noting that the reports presented to the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women generally do not refer to the
problem of unpaid women workers of family enterprises,

Affirming that unpsid work comstitutes a form of women's
exploitation that is contrary to the Convention,

Recompmends that States partiess

(a) 1Include in their reports to the Committee information on the
legal and social situation of unpaid women working in family enterprises;

(b) Collect statistical data on women who work without payment,
social security and social benefits in eanterprises owned by a family
member, and include these data in their report to the Committee;

(¢) Take the necessary staps to guarantee payment, social security

and social benefits for women who work without such benefits in
enterprises owned by a family member.

® For the discussion, see chap. VI,

-1-



Bearing in mind article 11 of the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Becalling paragraph 120 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancemeant of Women, 1/

Affirming that the measurement and quantification of the
unremunerated domestic activities of women, which contribute to

~ development in each country, will belp to reveal the de facto economic
~role of women,

Convinced that such measurement and quantification offers a basis

for the formulation of turhhet policies related to the advancement of

women,

Noting the discussions of the Statistical Commission, at its
twanty-tifth -session, on the current revision of the System of National
Accounts and the development of statistics oan women,

Recommends that States parties:

(a) Encourage and support research and experimental studies to
measure and value the unremunerated domestic activities of women; for
example, by conducting time-use surveys as part of their mational
household survey programmes and by collecting statistics disaggregated by
gender on time spent on activities both in the household and on the
labour market:

(b) Take steps, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention

" on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the

Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, to

quantify and include the unremunerated domestic activities of women in
.the gross national product;

(c¢) Include in their reports submitted under article 18 of the
Convention information on the research and experimental studies
undertaken to measure and value unremunerated domestic activities, as
well as on the progress made in the incorporation of the unremunerated
domestic activities of women in national accounts.

~ For the discussion, see chap. VI.
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particularly article 3 of the Couvention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

more than 60 periodic reports of States parties,
and having recognized that they provide scarce information oa disabled
women,

Conceryed about the situation of disabled women, who suffer from a
double discrimination linked to their special living conditions,

Regalling paragraph 296 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women, 1/ in which disabled women are counsidered
as a vulnerable group under the heading "areas of special concera",

Affirming its support for the World Programme of Action concerning
-Disabled Persons (1982), 2/ - o : L

Recommends that States parties provide information on disabled women
in their periodic reports, and on measures taken to deal with their
particular situation, including special measures to ensure that they have
equal access to education and employment, health services and social
security, and to ensure that they can participate in all areas of social
and cultural life.

* For the discussion, see chap, VI.
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"II. ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER MATTERS

A, 5sns9a_nnx&1aa_:n_sha;snnxansignJuLshg_Eliminnsinn_nﬁ
- -All Forms of Discrimination against Women

2. On 1 February 1991, the closing date of the teath session of the

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination agaianst Women, there were

103 3/ States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its
._-xesolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979 and opened for signature, ratification

-and accession in New York or 1 March 1980. 1In accordance with article 27, the

Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981.

3. A list of States parties to the Convention is contained in aunex I to the
1presept repp;t, o

4. " The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination agaiust Women held its

““tenth session from 21 January to 1 February 1991 at the United Nations Office
at Vienna. The Comm;ctee held 18 (171st to 188th) meetings.

- -5, The teath session of the Committee was opened by the Chairman of-tke .
Committee elected at the eighth session, Elizabeth Evatt (Australia), who
welcomed the members.

6. In her opening statement on behalf of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, the Director of the Division for the Advancement of Women of
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the United
Nations Office at Vienna said that, in the course of the 10 years of its
existence, the Committee had acquired considerable experience and it was
appropriate then to coasider further measures to improve its work, which had
always been marked by coantinuity and innovation. She underlined the close
link between the Convention and the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the
Advancement of Women, which constituted the policy framework within which the
Convention was implsmented. She noted that the Coanvention was a powerful and
“unique weapon in the service of the advancement of women.

7. The Director recalled that, since the beginning, the secretariat had had
to serve the Committee on the basis of existing resources, which had not
grown, despite the increase in the number of ratifications and the related
work. The fact that much had been achieved with so few resources was
attributable to the commitment of all concermed. Furthermore, it had only
been possible because of the natural synergy that existed in the Division
between the policy analysis related to the implementatiom of the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies, the analysie of the reports of States parties and
the specific questions considered by the Committee. She said that, in order
to maximize efficiency, it would be desirable if working methods could be
rationalized and needs clearly defined. The secretariat had, therefore,
prepared suggestions for improving the working methods of the Committea and
the support of the secretariat to it, the most important of which concerned
long~term planning and a clear indication of the amalytical work required from
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the secretariat so that they could be taken into account in the programme
budget. She hoped that an identification of the rescurces that were needed
could thus be made.

8, At the 182nd meeting, on 28 January, the Director-General of the United
Natious Office at Viemna addressed the Committee. She sald that there was no
lack of goodwill on the part of the United Nations Office at Vienna for
providing adequate support for the Committee's work, and if it had fallen
short of what the Committee might have wished for, it was on account of the
constraints imposed by a zero growth budget. She hoped that the proposals
prepared for the Committee would render its work more effective. Certain
improvements had been made in servicing the current session and it was her
hope that they had met come of the concerns that had beeu expressed.

9. She noted that the Committee was important not oanly as a treaty body in
the human rights field, but also because of the link between its work on the
Convention and the efforts it was making to achieve more effective
implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies; it was the intention
of the United Nations Office at Vienna to facilitate its activities in both
 regards. The Committee's work had a great impact in making a reality of a

. Convention that would mean nothing if it was not implemented de facto as well

as de jure. o

€. Membership and attendance

10. 1In accordance with article 17 of the Convention, the Fifth Meeting of
States Parties to the Convention was convened by the Secretary-Genmeral at
United Nations Headquartexs on 6 February 1990. 4/ The States parties elected
12 members of the Committee from among the candidates nominated to replace
those whose term of office was due to expire om 16 April 1990,

11. All members of the Committee attended the tenth session, except

Ms. Lin Shangzhen. Ms. Bravo Nuflez de Ramgey attended the session from

23 January to 1 February, Ms, Fenger-Moller from 21 to 26 January,

Ms. Gonzélez Martinez from 28 January to 1 February, Ms. Schopp-Schilling from
24 to 26 January, Ms. Ukeje from 21 to 29 January and Ms, Walla-Tchangai from
24 January to 1 February 1991,

12. The list of members of the Committee, together with an indication of the
duration of their terms of office, appears in annex II to the present report.

D. -Solemn declaration

13. At the opening of the teath session, before assuming their functions, the
newly elected mambers, Ms. Abaka (CGhana), Ms. Aouij (Tunisia), Ms. Nikolaeva
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) and Ms. Quintos-Deles (Philippines),

who were elected at the Fifth Meeting of States Parties, and Ms. Akamatsu
(Japan), Ms, Corti (Italy), Ms. Forde (Barbados), Ms. Ilic (Yugoslavia) and
Mg. Tallawy (Egypt), who were similarly re-elected, made the solemn
declaration ac provided for uader rule 10 of the rules of procedure of the
Committee. At the 173rd meeting, on 22 January 1991, Ms. Ukeje (Nigeria), who
was similarly re-elected, and at the 18lst meeting, on 28 January 1991,



Ms. Bravo Nuflez de Ramsey (Ecuador), who was newly elected, made the solemn
declaration provided for under rule 10 of the rules of procedure.

E. Election of officexs

14. At its 171st meeting, on 21 January, the Committee elected the followiag
officers by acclamation for a term of two years (1991-1992), in accordance
with article 19 of the Convention: Mervat Tallawy (Egypt), Chairman;

Ana Maria Alfonsin de Fasdén (Argentina), Ryoko Akamatsu (Japan) and

Zagorka Ilic (Yugoslavia), Vice-Chairmen; aad Chryssanthi Laiou-Antoniou
(Greece), Rapporteur.

15, The Committee considered the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/20 and Corr.l)

--at its 171st meetiag, on 21 January. The agenda was discussed and adopted as
follows: B
-1, Opening of the session.

2, Solemn declaration by the new members of the Committee.
3., _Election of officexg. .. .. . — _
4. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
5. 7Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under
_article 18 of the Coavention ou the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women. .

6. Implementation of article 21 of the Convention on the Elimination of
- Al) Forms of Discrimination against Womean.

N 7, .. Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.

'8, Consideration of the report of the third meeting of persons chairing
the human rights treaty bodies and action taken by the General
Aggembly concerning treaty bodies.

:39. Discussion on the forthcoming World Conference on Human Rights
(1993).

10. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its tenth session.

G. RBepoxt of the pre-gession working qroup

16, At its 168th meeting, on 1 February 1990, the Committee decided that a
pre-gsession working group should be convened befére the tenth session in 1991
and before euch subsequent session, in accordance with the decision of the
Committee at its eighth session. §/ Accordingly the pre-session workiung group
wet at Vieana fxom 14 to 18 January 1991. The group consisted of five members
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as follows: Norma Monica Forde (Chairman), 6/ Ryoko Akamatsu,
Chryssanthi Laiou-Antoniou, Edith Osser and Koungit Sinegiorgis.

17. At the 173rd meeting, on 22 January, the Chairman of the pre-session
working group introduced the report of the pre-session working group
(CEDAW/C/CRP.17).

18. She said that the pre-session working group had been required to prepare
lists of issues and questions relating to the secound periodic reports of eight
countriest Austria, Demmark, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Rwanda
and Yugoslavia. In preparing the lists, the pre-session working group had
placed emphasis on the complex issues of equality and had considered that
members of the Committee might wish to pose other relevant questioas to the
representatives of the States parties at the session in order to provoke a
dialogue during the presentation of the second and third periodic reports
similar to that which had characterized the presentation of the initial report.

19, The working group had considered it essential that, in the case of Poland
and Portugal, £or which third periodic reports had been submitted, both the
second and third periodic reports be discussed together, in order to take into
account the latest developments in those countries and to avoid delaying the..
consideration of those new reports because of the limited time available to ..
the Committee to do so. As suggested by the Committee, the lists of issues
and questions had been transmitted to the States parties for the preparation
of replies on 18 January 1991.

H, Qugapization of work

20, The Committee considered ite organization of work at its 171lgt-174th and
185¢h meetings on 21, 22 and 30 January., The Committee had before it the
following documents:

(a) Organization of work (CEDAW/C/CRP.13), prepared by the secretariat
in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee;

(b) Report of the Committee om the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women on its ninth session; 1/

(¢) General guidelines and updated recommendations adopted by the
Committee regarding the form and conteat of periodic reports (CEDAW/C/INF.7):

(d) Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/17 eatitled:
"Elimination of discrimination against women in accordance with the aims of
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination ageinst
Women* ;

(e) General Assembly resolution 45/124, entitled "Cosnvention on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women":

(f) Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
(CEDAW/C/CRP.16) ;

(g) Report of the pre-session working group (CEDAW/C/CRP.17).

=T -



1. Compogition of working groups

21. At its 173xd meeting, on 22 January, the Commnittee agreed on the
composition of its two standing working groups: Working Group I to comsider
and suggest ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee and Working
Group IXI to consider ways and moans of implementing article 21 of the

. Conveation.

“zz. /Worxigg Group I was composed of the followiag members of the Committee:

‘Zagorka Ilic (Cootdinator) ] ) -
.Charlotte Abaka.
“" Emma Aouij
+ Degirde P, Bernard
‘Dora Gladys Nancy Bravo Nuﬁez de Ramsey
- Carlota Bustelo Garcia del Real
" "Elizabeth Evatt

~"Aida Gonzdlez Martinez
~ Tatiana Nikolaeva
““Rose N. Ukeje ~ °
issem Walla-Tchangai.

23. Working Group II was composed of the following membersx

" Edith Oeser (Coordxnator)
- Ryoko Akamatsu
“Ana Maria Alfonsin de Fasdn
j Ivanka Corti :
" Grethe Fenger-Méller
_Chryssanthi Laiou-Antoniou
- Teresita Quintos-Deles
xonglt Sinegiorqis.
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III. ACTION TAKEN BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS
FORTY-FIFTH SESSION

24. The Committee considered several issues that had been discussed by the
General Assembly, at its forty-fifth session, on the basis of reports. These
issues included the report of the third meeting of persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies and the preparation of international confereuces and
years relevant to the work of the Committee.

A. Third meeting of persons chairing the human rights
Lreaty hodies

25, ‘The Committee considered item 8 of its egenda at its 173rd, 180th and
185th meetings, on 22, 25 and 30 January (see CEDAW/C/SR.173, 180 and 185).
The item was introduced by the Chairman of the Committee at its eighth and
ninth sessions, who presented the report of the third meeting of persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies (A/45/636, sunex), which had been
submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session. She underscored
_the problems common to all treaty bodies, which included: problems of
resources; duplication of information provided by States parties reporting to
2 number of human rights treaty bodies; the need for greater liaison betweea
the various treaty bodies; the need for improved provision of techaical
arsistance to reporting States; the need for means of obtaining information
£ the specialized agencies of the United Nations and non-goveramental
ocganizations; and the need for improving public information. She said that
the meeting had also considered the proposed World Conference on Human Rights
and approved consolidated guidelines for the initial parts of States parties’
reports.

26. The Committee decided to refer the matter to Working Croup I for its
coansideration,

27. The Committee comsidered the proposals of Working Group I at its 180th
and 185th meetings, on 25 and 30 January, and, after discussion, adopted them
as amended.

28, The Committee decided to accept in principle the conclusions and
recommendations of the third meeting of persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies (A/45/636, annex, paras. 49-75) dealing with the effective
implementation ¢f international instruments on human rights, especially those
srelating to:

(a) Overdue reports (paras. 50 and 51):

(b) Provision of adequate secretariat servicing (para. 55);

(¢) Promotion of greater interaction betwoen the treaty bodies
(paras. 57-59);

(d) Establishment of a computerized database, including material from
the Committee on the Elimisation of Discrimination against Women (para. 60);
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(e) Access to, and use of, information provided by non-goveramental
organizations and of the oxpertise and experience of the specialized agencies
and other United Nations bodies (para. 68);

(£) Dissemination at the national level of information about the
Conveation and the work of the Committee (paras. 69-71):

{(g) Provision of technical assistance and training programmes to assist
States parties in the implementation of their obligatious under the Coanveantion
(paras. 73-75).

29, The Committee took note of the paragraphs of the report related to its
secretariat servicing and the relationship of the Committee to the Centre for
Human Rights and to the treaty bodies serviced by that secretariat unit
(A’45/636, annex, paras. 19 and 20). It noted that, subsequent to the third
—-meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, efforts had been
- " made to improve the research, analytical and information services provided to
- “the Committee and that, as requested by the General Assembly, a staff member
of the Centre for Human Rights had been assigned to assist the Committee's
----meetings by providing information on the work of other treaty bodies. The
Committae decided to defer further consideration of the proposal to transfer
the secretariat functions to the United Nations Office at Gesneva until it
__could _assess the benefits of thpaa,nau initiatives. - -

30. The Committee decided to encourage a member or members of the Committee,
on a voluntary basis, to follow and keep informed of the work of each of the
other principal treaty bodies, including the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,
the Committee against Torture, the Committee on the Rights of the Child and
the Human Rights Committee; to maintain contact with a member of those bodies;
to inform those bodies of the work of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women; and to inform the Committee on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women of any work of those committees that might
have special relevance for its work as called for in the report (ibid.,

paras. 57-59). It recommended that the secretariat of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women should make a special effort to
attend the meetings of relevant treaty bodies including, especially, the Human
Rights Committee and, whea it has been established, the Committee oun the
Rights of the Child.

31. In accordance with the report of the third meeting of persons chairing
the human rights bodies, the Committee decided:

(a) To revise its general guidelines regarding the form and contests of
reports received from States parties uunder article 18 of the Convention to
include the consolidated guid:zlines for the initial part of State party
reports (para. 65);

(b) To revise the general guldelines to indicate areas where States

parties could include in their reports to the Committee material contained iu
reports to other treaty bodies, rather than repeat the same information;
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(c) To prepare an evaluation of the work of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women for submission to the World
Conference on Human Rights (para. 67)}.

32. With regard to the circulation of documents to members of the Committes,
it decided that, as was the curreat practice, all annual reports of other
treaty bodies should be sent to each member. Furthermore, the member or
members who were following the work of a given treaty body should receive all
the documentation that was available for that body; the secretariat should
periodically circulate a list of other documents so that members could request
those which they needed.

B. Contribu
and yearg

1. Horld Conferepce opn Humon Rights

33, The Committee considered proposals on its contribution to the World
Conference on Human Rights (agenda item 9) at its 185th meeting, on
30 January, on the basis of proposals made by Working Group I.

24, After discussion, the Committee decided to consider its contribution to
the World Conference on Human Rights as part of the agenda for its eleventh
session,

2. HWorld copforeuce on women

35. The Committee considered its contribution to the world conference on
women in 1995 at its 185th meeting, on 30 January, on the basis of proposals
made by Working Group I.

36. It urged members to submit to the eleventh session suggestions for the
contribution of the Committee to the World Confereance on Women.

37. The Committee noted that the preparation of an update of its report on
the achievements of and obstacles emcountered by States parties in the
implementation of the Coanvention (A/CONF.116/13) currently being drafted by
the secretariat for issuance in 1993 would be one coutribution.

38. The Committee decided that the contributions should, inter alia, place
emphasis on the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women and their links with the articles of the Convention.

3. International Yeaxr of the Family

39. The Committee considered the matter of its contribution to the
International Year of the Family 1994 at its 185th meeting, on 30 January, om
the bagis of proposals made by Working Group I,

40. The Committee noted that its analysis of articles 9 and 16 (and other

articles relevant to the family) could constitute a contribution to the
International Year of the Family.
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1V. CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATIES PARTIES
UNDER ARTICLE 18 OF THE CONVENTION

A. logtroduction

d41. At its tenth session, the Committee considered two initial reports and
eight second periodic reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of
the Convention. The status of submission of reports by States parties is
indicated in annex III to the present raport.

‘42, ‘The following paragraphs, arranged on 3a country-by-country basis
according to the sequence followed by the Committee in its counsideration of
the reports of States parties, contain a summary of the views eupressed,
observations made and questions asked by the members of the Committee on the
reports of the States parties concerned, as well as the substantive elemeats
of the replies given by the representatives of the States parties preseant at
—the meetings, More detailed information is contained in the reports submitted

77'iiby States parcties and in the summary records.

- | "B, Counsideration of xeports
7 A 1. 1Initial xeports

:43., " The Committee considered the initial report of Italy (CEDAW/C/5/A4d.62)
‘at its 172nd and 178th meetings, on 21 and 24 January (see CEDAW/C/SR.172
"and 178).

‘44, In introducing the report, the representative of Italy stated that the
‘advancement of women in Italy had started with the participation of thousands
‘of women in the fight for national liberation, which had led first to the
-obtainment of political rights for women in 1945, and later to the recognition
‘of ‘the equality of women's dignity and responsibility in the Constitution.
:8he said, however, that although women'’s equality had been recognized by law,
‘there was still a possibility of a regression on account of cultural reasons,
_which could endanger the goels already achieved. For that reason, the '
‘National Commission for the Achievement of Equality between Mesn and Women, on
-which most women's associations were represented, concentrated mainly on
increasing the participation of women in institutions and in society. She
remarked that female voters, as a result of old stereotypes, had not given
‘enough support to women candidates, but the recent introductioa of a quota
system for political parties should provide a good basis for the resolution of
such a problem. Therefore, the equality commissions that had been establighed
counstituted a very efficient means of eliminating the most persisteat
obstacles to equality.

45. The representative highlighted several measures undertaken by the
National Commission, such as the opening of a "women's window" where the
public could deposit observations om the positive or negative image of women
in the mass media; the inspection of school books in relation to the role
played by women in history; research on women; the publication of & manual on
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the legal rights of womens and the organization of a European seminar oa the
implications of the single European labour market for the status of women.

She also mentioned a law on positive action that had been approved receatly by
the Chamber of Deputies with the aim of achieving equality between women and
men. She cited the inclusion of positive action in some collective agreemeats
in different occupational fields as a result of the pressure that had beea
exercised by trade unions. She stated that women who were involved in public
life in Italy knew that they had to unite in order to achieve, as in the past,
the advancement of italian women.

46. In general comments, membexs of the Committee expressed appreciation for
the frankness of the report, which followed closely the general guidelines,
for the efforts that had been made by the country and for the personal
commitment of the representative of .the Government to the advancement of
women. They noted that many obstacles had been ideantified, but cousidered
that insufficient measures had been envisaged to overcome them and that the
report did not contain enough information on the de facto situatioan of women.
The gap between northern and southexn Italy in the status of women wa3s noted
and information was requested about the curreat situation of womea in southera
Italy end specific programmes for them.

47. It was asked why the report had not been prepared by the National
Commission for the Achievement of Equality between Men and Women and whether
non~-governmental organizations had participated in its preparation and had
been informed of its contents. Members asked whether Italy had ratified the
International Covemant on Civil and Political Rights and whethexr the National
Commission had elaborated a project on the equality of women in employment and
political participation, They asked why the pace of women's movements had
slowed down and how the national machinery f£or the advancement of womea was
working., Clarification was requested about the term "communes" mentioned in
the report. Members also requosted gender-specific statistics on women in
employment, education and participation in political and economic life,
Clarification was also requested about what was meant by the terms "matters of
honour”, "shotgun marriage" and "debt of honour", which had been abolished by
Law No. 442 of 1981, and to what extent the newly adopted laws had been put
into practice,

48, As regards article 2, members raquested more information on the law
concerning sexual violence as an offeace. It was asked why the amendment of
the law had taken so long to go through parliament and whether it had already
entered into force, With regard to article 37 of the Constitution, it was
asked why women were the only parties responsible for securing the unity of
the family, and whether the proposed amendments to articles 37 and 51 had
already been implemented. It was asked whether Italian law allowed positive
discrimination and whether any related jurisprudence ezisted.

49. On article 3, members asked how the work of the National Commission was
coordinated with the different committees on equality, and how its
achievements were being assessed, It was asked whether its Rational Plan of
Action had been updated, to what extent it had been implemented and whether
more information could be provided on the results achieved. It would be
important to know whether a link existed between the Plan and various similar
plans of the European Community (EEC).
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50, On article 4, comments were requested on the activities of the Goverument
to ensure a higher percentage of women in political life. With reference to
the measures for the protection of materanity, the comment was made that the
mandatory maternity leave of five months seemed to be too long; it was asked
whether women were informed about such legislative provisions. Members asked
whether the temporary special measures were limited to employment and the
protection of maternity, and how effactive they were, and whether there was an
intention to strengthen the social infrastructure.

51, Under article 5, the research promoted by the National Commission aimed
at revealing the sexist linguistic forms in the Italian language was
commended. However, it was asked whether the 10 steps described in the report
to abolish sexist language and stereotyping in the media had been implemented;
which obstacles and difficulties had to be overcome in the process; and how
progress was being monitored. A copy of the text of the parliamentary bill
preventing the use of the female body in advertising was reguested, and it was
asked whether the advertising industry objected to that law. As regards the
_information manual on women's rights, which was targeted at women, it was
- -asked whether a similar publication targeted at men was envisaged. It was
asked whether, in addition to the male cultural resistance to equality, womea
themselves, especially in southern Italy, had built up a resistance to
equality. It was asked further whether studies had been made on the amount of
time speat by women and by men on domestic tasks; and whether sufficient
day-care ceuntres for children, and provisions for old and ill people, were
available.

52. On article 6, members requested that statistics referring to the
prostitution of women and information on the prostitution of minors and on any
"social, preventive and rehabilitation measures be provided. In addition,
information was requested on the relationship between human immune deficiency
virus-infection/acguired immune deficiency syndrome (HIV infection/AlDS) and
prostitution.

53. On article 7, members wanted to know about the targets that had been set
for women in politics and the steps being taken to reach them. The lack of
interest of women in active politics and the low number of women candidates
‘was noted and it was asked whether the reasons were being investigated.
Members asked whether any measures were being taken to increase women's
interest in politics and whether there was a connection between the family
“burdens and the scarcity of child-care facilities and women's lack of interest
in political life. Members inquired how dynamic the feminist movement was,
whether it received adequate financial support and to what extent women were
members of trade unions.

54. On article 8, it was asked whether there were any women ambassadors.

5. Referring to questions of nationality, article 9, it was asked which law
applied to the personal relationship of the parties in a marriage and why the
nationality of the father was given preference over the nationality of the
mother. -

56. More statistical data on education, in terms of article 10, were

required, and it was asked which positive steps had been undertaken to
encourage young girls to enter training programmes.
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57. On article 11, more information was requested on: (a) the unemployment
rate in northern and southern Italy of women by age group, in compariscn with
that of men; (b) the average income level of women and of men; and (c) the
Equal Employment Opportunity Law (903/77), of 1977. It was asked whether
Italy had ratified the Conventioa concerning Equal Opportunities and Equal
Treatment for Men and Women Workers: Workers with Family Responsibilities
(No. 156) of the International Labour Organisation (ILO), and whether the
Government had considered the introduction of parental leave. Regarding the
fines foreseen under the Law for the Protection of Working Mothers, it was
asked whether the fines mentioned therein were imposed in practice; how many
such cases had been reported; and whether women in domestic service were
covered by maternity protection. Members inguired about the number of cases
that had been filed under, and the practical results of, the procedure of

Law 903/77 and about the social security protection of women working in family
enterprises. They asked for recent statistics on child-care facilities aand
asked whether the most {requent ambition of young girls in southern Italy was
to get married at an early age or to undergo training and to move to a bigger
eity. Questions were also asked about the number of, and the situation of,
migrant workers.

58. Oa article 12, members asked whether lower income groups could easily
obtain contraceptives; whether measures protecting women's health were
available for all women, including single women, young women and women in
rural areas; and under what kind of sanitary conditicons abortions were carried
out. More information was requested on the abortion law. It was asked
vhether the number of adolescent pregnancies was growing and whether the
product RU486 was allowed in Italy.

59, Regarding article 13, members asked whether women suffered de facto
discrimination in gaining access to loans and financial services and whether
they could participate equally in sports.

60. On article 14, it was asked whether women received training in new
technologies, whether women were gives the possibility of participating in
political bodies in rural areas, and whether the law concerning their
participation in rural cooperatives was being changed. It was asked whether
women were entitled to own land and whether there were programmes for women
who were heads of households.

61, On article 16, members inquired about the provision in the Civil Code
that gave the father of the child sole responsibility in case of "immediate
danger of serious harm to the child". It was asked what happened if the
father was not available or if the danger originated from the father. As
regards alimony, it was asked how payment could be enforced, how lomg it could
take for the payment to be effected and which factors determined the
allocation of alimony. Further clarification was requested or the property
regimes in marriage. It was asked how de facto unions were dealt with, and
what the inheritence rights of the children of such unions and the alimony
provisions were.

62. Iu replying to questions raised, the representative of Italy noted that
the preparation of the initial report had been started by an ad hoc

interministerial committee on human rights, which had been established by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Afterwards, the report had been revised by the
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National Commission for the Achievement of Equality between Men and Women,
which had been created by a discretionary act of Govermmeat in 1984 ard
approved by Parlisment in 1990. She said that the Commission was an
autonumous institution. the composition of which had to be renawed every three
years. Its members comprised 29 women representing women's associations,
political parties, trade unions, employers' unions, women's cooperatives and

4 women prominent in the fields of science, social questions and literature,
Five more experts and counsellors were collaborators, and the presideant was
nominated from among its members by the President of the Council of

Ministers. The representative gave a detailed description of all the tasks

- carried out by tho Commission and said that questions of access Lo work and

"problems related to the place of work were not within its field of competence.

A draft law on positive actions to achieve equality between the sexec at the

" workplace, which foresaw the setting up of a special committee, was curreatly

being debated by Parlisment. The women counsellors for equality at the

--national and regional levels would be assisted by women counsallors at the

‘provincial level. Among other tasks, the Commission was promoting and

and economic life, ;7___7

‘**‘*encouraging initiatives-for an active participation of women in publzc. social

*63."The representatlve recalled the low status of women Quring the Fascist
" regime in all spheres in order to emphasize the progress that women had

achieved in the country. She said that Italy had ratified the International

- Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The term "matters of honour" referred

to in the report, which was contained in provisions in the Penal Code of 1930,

covered acts that had prompted someone to kill or attack certain persons in
order to save personal honour or the honour of the family, and for which the
sanctions were drastically reduced. Law No. 442 had abolished such provisions.

64. Turning to questions raised under article 2 of the Convention, she said
that articles 3, 29, 37 and 51 of the Constitution all contained the
fundamental principle of equality and had to be interpreted in the light of
the laws on family and labour. In addition, the different physical and
maternal functions of women should not be forgotten even though they did not
impair their right to equality of opportunity. She said that the draft code
concerning measures against sexual violence was still being debated in
Parliament, ‘However, an important innovation was article 91 of the new Code
for Criminal Procedure, already in force, which allowed associations whose
jnterest consisted in protecting violated personal rights to participste in
the trinl. She noted that, in February 1988, the High Court of Justice had
pronounced a judgement pursuant to which rape within marriage constituted a
punxshable offence. '

65, On article 3, tha representative said that the National Plan of Action

had already been partly implemented and partly strengthened by legislation.
The new National Commission, which was being restructured, would update the
Plan of Action in accordance with the Third Plan of Action for Women of EEC.
She said that the Government had followed, and sometimes even preceded,
directives of EEC for the improvement of the status of women in Europe.

66. On article 4, the representative said that, in order to harmonize the
role of women within the family and outside the household, and considering
that young women considered outside work a priority, it was necessary to
change the rigid structure of the labour market by introducing more flexible
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working hours and also to give the most effective protection to pregnaut
women., Curgently, a draft law on parental leave was being debated in
Parliament. As a result of the lower birth rate, child-care facilities were
sufficient in northern and central Italy, but inadequate in southera Italy
where the birth rate wae higher.

67. Under article 5, steps were being taken to overcome cultural stereotypes
at school and in the media by means of the sexvices of the “women's window"
and through women's orgaaizations, The study made by the National Commission
on sexist linguistic forms in the Italian language would be made available to
-members as soon as possible. Italy had difficulties in promoting laws against
pornography as Parliament was opposed to the introduction of censorship.

68. Prostitution, in the context of article 6, did not constitute a crime,
but the exploitation of prostitution, traffic in women and the incitement to
prostitution were punishable offences. The number of such offences, however,
had been declining in receant years. She said that the presence of prostitutes
-from non-EEC countries was increasing. No statistics existed on the exact . .
number of prostitutes. Rehabilitation ceatres existed in Italy. The
incidence of AIDS had stabilized among the most susceptible groups, but it was
on the iscrease among heterosexuals, mainly in connection with drug addiction.
69, On article 7, statistics were provided on Italian women in public
administration, in the judiciary and in the Buropean Parliament. In the
-Italian Parliament, women constituted 10 per cent of the representatives, and
in the cadres of political parties and trade unions, they constituted between
15 and 40 per cent of the representatives. Only very few women were found at
the highest echelons. The major obstacles, she said, were the working hours
of politicians and the elesztoral laws. She also said that pressure groups
tended to subsidize men rather than women.

70. Concerning article 8, the law that authorized women to take up a
diplomatic career had entered into force in 1963, which was too recent a date
to heve allowed women to reach the rank of ambassador. -

71. On article 9 it was reported that, following judgement No. 71 of the
Constitutional Court, the mother had rights egual to those of the father to
transmit their nationality to their children.

72. On article 10, the representative said that at the end of the Fascist
era, Italy had had the fourth lowest literacy rate in Europe; however.,
currently, more girls than boys finished their higher education. Women could
be found in all university faculties, but they were less numerous in the
scientific oges.

73. Referring to article 11, she said that Italian legislation prohibited
dismissal for reasons of marriage or pregnancy and emtitled women to choose
any profession, including the highest positions in administration aad
diplomacy. Currently, the Chamber of Deputies was discussing draft laws
referring to the promotion of female heads of enterprise. ‘The Goverument had
earmaxrked funding in the budget to provide an indemnity for housewives who
were victims of accidents in the home, and a retirement pension for
housewives. She provided figures for the employment and unemployment of women
in general, and for southern Italy in particular, and for different gectors of
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tho ecouomy. The problem of women in southern Italy was to be seen within the
context -of the economic problems of the south in general, and laws had been
enacted to give them preferential treatmeat. She said that Italy had not
~ratified ILO Convention No., 156 concerning Workere with Family
‘Responsibilities, pending harmonization among EEC member States.

74. Referring to article 12, she said that information and prevention
campaigns were being carried out by family counselling centres. Statistics
~ showed that abortion hed decreased over the past five years, but receatly
‘there had also been a sharp drop in the birth rate so that Italy was curreatly
‘ithe country with the lowest birth rate in Europe. . The abortion pill RU486 was
'baing ctested in scme selected cliaics. e

75, ‘Turning to article 13, she stated that women were discriminated against
-in sports by not being allowed to participate in all disciplines and by having
lass sociel sacurxty covexage then men,

447-76. negarding article 14, she said that during the Fascist regime, Italy had
f~47fbeen mainly a rural society. The major migration of male workers in the 1950s
“had led to the so-called “feminization" of agriculture as women carried on the
—~farming business. In recent years, women had particlpeted in rutel
;coopetatives, even- 1n laadership positions. s

77. On article 16, she noted that Law No, 151 of 1975 had abolished the
_.___iformer, deeply rooted concept of the submission.of women aud provided for the
" ‘equal rights and egqual duties of both spouses. In case of dispute, each of
“‘the spouses could request the intervention of a judge., Both spouses were

- "expected to contribute to the maintenance of the family according to their
- respective resources and working capacities. Whereas before the amendment of
the Family Code, the woman, on marriage, had had to take her husband's name,
the new law allowed a married woman to add the family name of her husband to
- —-hey own family -name. Children were put under the control of their parents
muntil they had reached the age of majority. 1In the case of a dispute between
the pareats, a judge had to pronounce on the most appropriate measures to be
taken. The provision that gave the father of the child sole responsibility in
. «cage of "immediate danger of serious harm to the child" was being studied
" -glosely by the National Commission. - It was thought that that provision
fequired modification. In the case of divorce, she said that the judgement
- would-take effect more rapidly than had been the case in the past. The amount
~ of alimony was determined by the personal and material contributions of both
spouses to the family budyet, the common property and their earnings. Alimony
-had to be.paid as-long as the other partner did not have adequate means and
could uot acquire them for objective reasons, and had to take into account the
«ost of living. The amendment to the Femily Code had included the concept of
tecognlzing Lhe,contribuhion of women to the family enterprise.

18, The representative said that the country was trying to achieve cultural
‘change through networking and the decentralizationm of the work of the National
Commission, which would. lead to & styonger iavolvement of women in all sectors.
79.  Members commended the frank and excellent replies of the representative.
They welcomed the progress that had been made in the field of women's
zddteracy, They observed, however, that womex in Italy had still not achlieved
-full de jure equality and that stereotyped attitudes remained. They said that
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they would welcome an action plan for momitoring and assessing the effects of
the de jure and de facto changes, a stronger participation of women in
political life and a gtronger involvement of women in all aspects of society.
A major danger was the current lack of militancy in women, which seemed to be
a goneral problem. It was asked how women could become iaterested in fighting
for their rights.

80. The representative commented that the main obstacle was that young girls
believed that all objectives had already been achieved. Attempts were being
made to mobilize them to participate in womeun's organizations and in politics
at the municipal level.

81. Regarding comments that had been made on the difference in the status of
women in southern and northern Italy, which should be taken into account in
the preparation of the subsequent periodic report, the representative said
that the south of Italy coanstituted a serious economic and social problem,
However, women in southera Italy had dlsplayed more courage in certain
situations .than men. S .

‘82, With respect to the low representation of women in Parliament, she said
that campaigns were being held in order to iuncrease the coniidence of female
constitueats in their female candidates.

83. The representative said that family law was based on the eguality between
women and men; only in a few circumstances were fathers given preference over
mothers. Referring to the request for clarification on the issue of the names
of children, she explained that a child bora out of wedlock took the father's
name if both partners recogniged the child, otherwise the mother could also
transmit her name to a child born out of wedlock.

Burkina Fago

84, The Committee counsidered the initial report of Burkina Faso
(CEDAW/C/5/Ad4,67) at its 176th and 180th meetings, on 23 and 25 January (see
CEDAW/C/SR,176 and 180).

65, The representative of Burkina Fase, in introducing the report, emphasized
the particular interest that the Government attached to the advancement of
women., Social and sociocultural problems related to the status of women were
dealt with by the Department for the Advancement of the Family in the Ministry
of Health and Social Action to enable womes to participate in the country's
development.

86. She explained that there had been difficulties and confusion in the
preparation of the report. Burkina Faso had ratified the Convention in 1984
and the initial report would have been due in 1985, 1In order to teckle the
long and difficult task of coordinating action to promote the advancement of
women, the Ministry of the Plan and Cooperation, in collaboration with the
Secretariat of State for Social Action, had decided to engage in a national
dialogue to develop a multisectoral strategy for the advancement of women.
Those multiple efforts and technical problems had prevented an assessment of
the situation from being made in the initial report, <The represestative
pointed out that a second periodic report, sent in December, had taken better
account of the guidelines concerning the form of the report,
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-‘87. She provided an overview of the situation of womea in Burkina Faso and
noted that the social status of women, who made up 51.8 per cent of the total
population, was characterized by a vulnerability as regards health:; a low
-level of education; and & heavy burden of household tasks. Women controlled

~_the major part of tha non-monetary oconomy, especially in subsistence
agriculture, the education of children and household tasks. She added that
85.1 per cent of the active population worked in agriculture and cottage
“Andustries..

88. With regard to education, ghe stated that the ratio of female to male
pupils had been roughly 1:3 between 1984 and 1985, Girls were betterx

- represented in secondary technical schools (54 per ceant of the total student

. population) because of the secretarial and business branches. In higher
education, women were very weakly reprusented. She added that in 1985/86,
only 916 girls had obtained scholarships compared with 3,441 boys. She
pointed out that those discrepancies were mainly on account of certain
sociocultural pressures.

-89, As regards employment, the representative mentioned that.win

~January 1986, only 20.7 per cent of the posts in the public sector had been
—-occupiled by women. Most of the female officials were to be found in the
middle ranks as, for example, secretaries, teachers and nurses. 1In the

-~ private sector, in 1980, only 4.9 per cent of the employees had been women. A

‘survey of the National Office for the Promotion of Employment had revealed a
concentruhion oﬁ ‘womea in administrative and business Jobs., ] .

90. "As not many stacistics were disaggregated by gender, the Goverament was
considering making statistics on women more transparent, which would improve
- the assessment of the role of wemen in the ecomomy. That task would be
carried out in the context of a regional project to be undertaken by the
United Natious Development Programme (UNDP). :

91, She pointed out that the country's global goals went hand-in-hand with
the basic articles of the Convention. The basic task was to raise the
awareness of the population in order to bring about the attitudinal changes
necessary for a liberation of the society from the burdens of tradition.

92, After her introduction, the representative drew the attention of members
~to the new goverament institutions that had been created to eliminate

““digcrimination against women. Aamony those were the Departmeat for the
Promotion of the Family and the Department of Family Health in the Ministry of
Health and Social Action, as well as the Ministry of Rural Cooperative Action
and the Ministry of Primary Education and Mass Literacy. Furthermore, the
Union of Women of Burkina Faso, a polit;cal organization, was devoted to
ru&sing women g consciousness.

93, The activities of those new entities included seminars, training
workshops -and pilot projects, as well as an oparation emtitled "Operation
Eggn;gnq“. which provided political education to women throughout the country.

94. With regard to legislation, she noted that an “order signed on

4 August 1984 governing agricultural and agrarian reform accorded women the
~same rights to farm land as mem. A decree of 19 March 1986 entitled female
civil servants to receive femily allowances, and a law on the civil service of
26 October 1988 gave women equal access to jobs in the civil service.

-20~



95. She added that the restructuring of the judicial systea was aimed at
removing the vestiges of the old feudal system. One extremely important
measure was the new legal code governing individuals and the family, which
gave spouses equal rights and duties in a marriage. The code abolished the
levirate, a custom by which a widow became the property of her deceased
husband's family and was obliged to marry one of his relatives. The new code
also provided for the equality of women in respect of the acquisition or
modification of nationality and permitted dual nationality.

96. In the area of health, the represeatative emphasized the adoption of a
new family planning policy in 1986, which was intended to raise public
awarenass of questions related to pregnancy, infant and maternal mortality aad
sexual relations., In the context of "Social Action', strategies had been
elaborated to combat prostitution and to protect minors. A mational
committee, as well as regional and local ones, had been set up to emsure the
implementation of the strategies. The implementation was a two-phase

process: in the first years the work had focused on measures to raise
consciousness; subsequently more rzgotous and. prohibit;ve measures. had . beeun. .
applied, - -

47. Another gational committee had been established to deal with the practice
of excigion. It was responsible for the dissemination of information and for
the organization of research into the reasons for the practice in order to be
able to formulate proposals for its eradication.

98. In the economic context, the representative stressed the need for women
to become more visible in the economy in order that they might exert a
stronger influence om the country's development. Through technical training
and the promotion of appropriate technologies, various goverament institutioans
were trying to alleviate the burden of women's daily tasks.

99, The establishment of the Union of Women of Burkina Faso had been an
important step towards the elimination of discrimination against women. The
Union was trying to create a better image of women in society and hed already
achieved some breakthroughs in changing mes's attitudes to women. One visible
success, the represemtative noted, was the fact that more women were working
in more jobs than ever before.

100. Various ministries and departments were working through public
information measures to remove traditional obstacles to the advancement of
women, such ast the temdency to educate boys rather than girls; the lack of
access of women to training and financial services; the unfamiliarity of women
with the law; and the heavy burden of their domestic tasks., One of the
specific measures was the creation of a fund for the promotion of
income-generating activities for women in order to improve their access to
credit,

101. The Committee commended the representative for the frankness of the
report and the enthusiasm with which it had been presented. It was, however,
difficult for members to assess fully the extent of the progress made in
implementing the Convention as the report lacked basic data and the
recommended structure. Nevertheless, the report demonstrated political will
and commendsble efforts on the part of the Govermment of Burkina Faso. The
experts welcomed the additional information provided by the representative.
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The Committee also commended the early ratification by Burkina Faso of the
Convention without reservation as a bold step. It was asked whether the
Convention had been incorxporated into the legiglation and whethex there wexe
cases relating to it before the courts,

102. Membors expressed their satisfaction that the new programmes to implemeat
the Convention focused on women's role in the economy rather than on women's
stereotyped role in the family. Furthermore, Burkina Faso had tried to
prevent women from relapsing into a marginal role after the revolution. It
was asked whether the approach takea to change the mentality of women could
succeed without changing the attitudes of men. It was cousidered that the

. --creation of a panoply of organizations and structures, as well as various acts

of legislation, such as the new Code for Individuals and the Family, would
help women to improve their status. More information was requested on the
status of legislation, in particular, whether the Code for Zandividuals and the

Family of 4 August 1990 had eantered ianto foxce.

'103. Information was requested on activities in the area of bilateral
- cooperation for the advancement of women., It was asked whether there was a

mechanism to monitor whether some of the resources from UNDP were administered

* by women, and whether women benefited from them., Further information was

____sought on the Union of Women of Burkina Faso, its staff, budget and

“activities.. More details were requested on the national unions mentiomed ia
the report, as well as on the Provincial Revolutionary authorities, in
patticular the;r role and their relationship to the Goverammeat.

104. Acknowledging the difficulties in preparing a report without a sufficient
statistical network, members suggested that that fact justified the need for a

- recommendation that States parties should be iavited to seek assistance in the

‘preparation of their reports.

105. With reqard to article 2, clarification was requested concerning the
political and executive structure for the implementation of the Convention:
the responsibilities for appointments; and the relations of non-goverumental
organizations to that structure. It was also agked whether Burkina Faso had a
constitution and, if so, whether it coantained an article on equality.

Information was requested oa whether there were provisions prohibiting

excigion.

T 106, On article 3, a question on the National Popular Service was raised.

Informaticn was requested on the nature of that Service and on the role of
women therein. Information was also requested on the number of women in the
Union of Women of Burkina Faso as well as on the ways in which they
participacted in that organization. It was asked what the reason was for the
decline in the number of female ministers, high commissioners and ambassadors
since 1987.

107. Ae¢ regards article 4, it was asked whether there were any possibilities
in the legislation to promote priority actions and temporary measures for
women to accelerate de factoe equality.

108. Concerning article 5, further informatijon was requested on the extent of

attitudes and cultural practices, such as polygamy and excision, based on
inferiority stereotypes of women, and it was asked if there had been any
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changes. Similarly, regarding women's participation in public life, it was
asked, in particular, whether the national committeos had achieved any
significant changes in the comditions for such a participation.

109, On article 6, details were requested on the dimension of prostitution,
its causes and measures undertaken to reduce it. Clarification was sought

regarding the nction of enforced prostitution. It was asked if there was a
problem related to AIDS.

110. With regard to article 7, a query was raised about the levels at which
women were represented in the ministries. It was asked whether the mianistries
promoted women's issues mainly through the creation of posts for women.
Another question related to the structure of the parliament. Noting the
possibility of persisting discrimination, more concrete information on women
in the public sector and on possible obstacles to equality was requested. It
was also asked whether women were judges and, if so, what their rank was.

111, On article 9, it was asked whether women who married foreigners could.
transmit their own natiorality to their children. .. ... . —

112. As regards article 10, quantitative information was requested on the
results of the literacy campaigne., It was asked if the campaiguns had referred
to the principle of equality. It was also asked what was being done to
educate parents to discourage multiple pregnancies and to cease giving
education for boys preference over that for girls. Iuformation was reguested
on the criteria for awarding scholarships.

113, On article 11, questions on the size of the private sector, the kind of
activities undertaken, and the number of women involved were raised. 1t was
also asked whether legislation esisted to guarantee equality for women in the
private sector. Another question was raised with regard to the existence and
functioning of a pension system for women. It was asked which institution was
responsible for remedying wage discrepancies between men and women.

114, With regard to article 12, information was requested on the availability
of family planning services throughout the country, particularly in rural
areas. A question was also raised on the number of cases of HIV-infection.
General information on the family planning policy of the country was sought.
Information was also requested on the training of midwives and counsellors.
With regard to excision, one member wanted to know whether there were any
tangible results of the campaign against such practices. The attention of the
representative was drawn to general recommendation No. 14 (ninth session,
1990) on female circumcision.

115. On abortion, the question was raised whether it was illegal under any
circumstancas.

116. On article 13, the Committee requested more information on progranmes
promoting women's access to credit.

117. On article 14, reference was made to the agricultural/agrarian reform of

1984 and it was asked if that reform had brought about equality with regard to
ownership and the right to inherit farmland. Further information was

-23-



requested on: measures to implement article 14 of the Couvention; the issue
of actual control of the land: and measures undertaken to guarantee egqual
rights for womea in the agrarian sector.

118. With regard to article 15, information was requested on the restructuring
of the judicial system and the position of women before the law. It was asked
whether women could go to court, whethoer they needed representation and how
their domicile was defined legally. Information was also sought on the nature
of the matters brought before the courts,

119, On article 16, one question concerned the system of allocating allowances
between family members. Specific information was requested in the case of
dissolution of a marriage and its financial implications. It was asked
whether there was an inheritance law and whether such a law assisted women and
children. Information was requested about the measures to inform women about
their new rights and the strategies to change the de facto situation. Further
questions were asked about the divorce rate; the reasons for dissolving a
marriage; what the age of marriage was under Lhe 0OW £amily code' anﬂ uhether
Lthe new— code excluded customary law,

120. In replying to guestions raised by members, the representative of Burkina
-Faso noted that the concept of the family in Burkina Faso was different from
that in Europe:  the size of a family could be up to 20-30 persons, especially
in rural areas. With regard to attitudinal change, she emphosized the
importance of information and awaremess campaigns,

121. Regarding the legal situation, the representative said that under the new
Code for Individuals and the Family, which had been in force since

4 August 1990, all customary law had been abrogated. Before its entry into
force, the Code had been examined by various national organizations and would,
she hoped, be applied vigorously. The principle of equality was strictly
observed on.the national levels: - women were entitled to equal pay for work of
equal value and to equal voting rights. Although there were, historically,
some matriarchal societies in Burkina Faso, she said that the man remained the
head of the family. Regarding the judiciary system, she noted that both the
new people's conciliation courts and the people's departmental courts tried to
ensure that the Judiciaty system was based on principles of equality and
transparency.

122, Regarding organizations and structures, she said that the main tasks of
the various national unions were the mobilization, sensitization, training and
organization of women and other groups. The unions worked at the village,
departmental and provincial levels. She explained that, in the context of a
multigectoral strategy, the Department for the Promotion of the Family could
be regarded as the focal point for the advancement of women.

123, The Union of Women of Burkina Faso, which carried considerable political
weight, organized seminars, conferences and development projects, mainly in
the field of the political education of women. The National Popular Service,
however, aimed at providing both girlg and boys with military, political and
civil training, which lasted from 18 to 24 months; men and women performed the
same tasks.
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124, On the international level, the represeantative noted the openness of
Burkina Faso to bilateral and multilateral cooperation. She pointed out that
three ministries, Plan and Cooperation, Health and Social Action, and Economic
Promotion, were involved in the execution of the UNDP project to streugthen
women in the informal sector.

125, With regard to article 2, she stated that a new constitution had been
adopted in 1990, which guaranteed the principle of equality and women's
rights., She pointed to the close cooperatioun with non-governmental
organizations despite their non-involvement in the preparation of the report.
Concerning dowry and forced marriage practices, she noted that those issues
were dealt with primarily through information and awareness campaigns.

126. Under article 3, the representative emphasized that membership of the
Union for Womenm of Burkina Faso was open to all and that the number of members
constantly changed. She attributed the decline in female ministers and
ambassadors over the previous years to polxtical changes rather than toa
failure of anti-discrimination policies.

127. As regards article 4, she meantioned that transitory measures had existed.
before the Conveantion, although on a modest scale. .

128, Turning to article 5, she said that the Govermment was focusing on the
most huniliating practices and stereotypes, such as excision and forced
marriage, in its struggle for the advancemeat of women, The fight against
sexist prejudices, however, was also on the agenda for "Social Action".
Although some programmes had oaly been in existence for one year, dialogue and
awareness-raising had brought some tangible results. Oa the problem of
violence agaiunst women, she noted that, fortunately, not many cases had been
brought before the authorities. She added that, under the new family code.
the practice of levirate (forced remarriage of widows) was forbidden.
Furthermore, she noted that it was often difficult for the various women's
organizations to make their views known, as some of the issues were considered
taboo. . . .

129. With regard to article 6, the representative outlined the policies
against prostitution. She noted that prostitution was often a result of the
fact that girls migrated from their villages to the cities, took up employment
as an gu pair or a similar job, and on losing their job resorted to
prostitution, Measures to break that chain of eveats included information and
awareness campaigns as well as training courses to prepare the girls better
for their jobs. The Department for Social Reintegration dealt primarily with
those issues, which were often part of the broader question of the protection
of minors. Regarding AIDS, the representative referred to the existence of an
anti-AIDS commigsion that had been established under the Ministry of Health.

130. With regard to article 7, she said that there was curreatly 20
parliamentary structure. Concerning women's role in the public sector. she
pointed out that the sumber of female ministers had been more or less constant
over the past years. However, factors such as lower literacy rates, household
burdens and a widespread attitude on the part of women not to strive for
higher posts remained major obstacles to women's participatiosn and equality in
public 1ife.
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131. On article 9, the representative stated that there was no possibility for
women who were married to foreigners to transmit their nationality to their
children as the principle of double nationality was not recognized.

132. With regard to article 10, she drew the attention of members to a pilot
project of the National Teaching lanstitute to encourage girls to attend school
in rural areas. OGrants were made available for secoadary education.
Furthermore. she mentioned the efforts to tackle the problem of early
‘pregnancies through sesx education in schools. Regarding scholarships, she
said that the discrepancy in the number of boys and of girls who had received
them reflected the smaller representation of girxls in higher education rather
-“than any discriminatory criteria in awarding the scholarships.

‘133, On article 11, the representative said that there was a need for a
-gtrategy to bring about equality for women. As regards the pension system,
she said that although social security was not very efficient because of the
high unemployment rate, women had rights equal to those of men, and in the
—-public sector they could also take maternity leave. Councerning wage

""" Tdiscrepancies, she explained that women's salarijes, because of women's lower

—--levels, 4id not usually excead those of men, and were not 1ndicative of any
discrim;natiou. s

134. Unﬂer article 12, she noted that fam;ly planning was available throughout
the country at the provincial level and that abortion was illegal, not least
bacause of the fear of possible damage to women's health through inexperienced

" health workers and poor health services. The family planning policy, adopted

in 1986, was based on a brochure on information, education and communication,
‘which emphasized the importance of sex education for parents and teenagers to
'limit the numbe: of pregnancies.

“135. On the issue of excision, she pointed out that the strategy to eradicate
the practice consisted in undertaking research and surveys, on the basis of
‘which information was disseminated to sensitize the population. On the
‘education of midwives, she said that they were trained to perform each birth
’aa hygienically as possible and that they woro monitored.

>135. ‘With regatd to article 16, the representative stated that divorce was
-predominantly an urban phenomenon, the main reasons for which were violence,
alcoholism and infidelity. She said that the new family code had mot
‘detormined a certain age for marriage. It was assumed, however, that prior to
the age of 18, mutual consent had to be supported by the approval of the
‘parencs.

"137. Members conqratulahed the representative for the report as it
demonstrated the political will of the Govermment to bring about change. They
noted with appreciation the ratification of the Coavention without
regservation, the prompt submicsion of the report according to schedule, its
frankness and the enthusiasm of its presentation. Furthermore, they eupressed
the hope that the second periodic report would describe in detail the measures
taken to overcome the obstacles that had been so clearly ideantified.
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2. mﬂmﬂ i .S_MB

138, Following the procedure adopted by the Committee for the consideration of
second and subsequent periodic reports, issues and questions that should be
discussed with the representatives of States parties presenting a second
periodic report had been ideantified in advance by a pre-session working group
(see chap. II, sect. G).

Horway

139, The Committes considered the second periodic report of Norway
{CEDAW/C/13/Add.15) at its 175th meeting, on 23 January (see CEDAW/C/SR.175).

140. The representative of Norway stated that many of the guestions raised by
the members in connection with the second periodic report had been answered or
elaborated on in a draft third periodic report, At the outset, she said that
the life expectancy of women was 80 years, and that of men 73 years;

72 per cent of Norwegian women were gainfully employed; the overall fertility
rate was 1.9 children per woman; the literacy rate was 100 per cent; and women
benefited from a pension system that ensured them an acceptable minimum
standard of liviag.

141. She stressed that Norway was not satisfied with achieving de jure
equality and policy discussions had shown that the sew yardstick was de facto
equality. As an example, she cited the Nordic BRYT project, the primary aim
of which was, initially, to achieve a more even distribution bhetween the sexes
in all sectors of employment, While most women were still seeking work in
traditionally female sectors of amployment, emphasis was being placed on
promoting the equal status of the sexes by improving the working conditions
and pay in those sectors aad by trying to reduce the disparity in wages
between women and men generally.

142. Other important topics included the male role in connection with,

intex alia, parental responsibilities, efforts to enhance the economic rights
of women who performed care-related work in the home, and women's
representation in politics. She said that it was no loager only a matter of
the number of women in politics, but also of the kind of effect thcir presence
had on the decisions made,

143. Responding to general questions posed by members. the representative of
Norway said that more recent statistical data and a c¢ritical review of the
Equal Status Act by the Equal Status Commissioner (Ombud) were contained in
the third periodic report. Some exemples of the reflection of the importance
of equal status ig economic and social policies were the high priority
accorded to equal pay, the attuntion given to poorly paid occupations and the
issuance of pension pointe for unpaid care-reiated work. She underlined the
close connection, in the 1970s, between the women's movement and women
regsearchers and, in the 19805, between politicians, bureaucrats and
researchers. Regarding the creation of quotas for either sex, the
representative said that, while positive action in a moderate form was
undertaken to some extesnt, the use of radical quotas in education or
employment did not seem to be justified. Their symbolic effect was of greater
importance than the numerical results. However, quotas regarding the
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political representation of women had gradually and successfully been
iatroduced by nearly all the political parties. From time to time men, as
well as women, had protested against positive action in favour of women.

144. The representative explained that elderly and disabled women and men had
statutory possibilities for claiming tax deductions. . Regarding the division
of family and domestic responsibilities betweesn couples, the Central Bureau of
Statistics had been undertaking surveys every 10 years since 1971, which had
shown that the increased number of women in paid employment had not led to a
significant increase in the time that men spent on domestic work. Figures for

__the average salaries of women in differeat wage-earning groups showed that

women earned less in all sectoxs of commerce, but that the differences were
slowly decreasing., The representative stated that the Secretariat for
Research on Women, an agency of the Norwegian Research Council for Science and
the Humanities (NAVF), had been accorded permanent status; its budget was
covered by the Council and the ministries concerned., She referred to the

results of the Secretariat's research and publications.

“145. With regard to article 2 and complaints on recruitment and egual pay, the

‘representative stated that information would be provided in the third periodic
report., She described two successive national plang of action to promote the

"“equal status of women. The first plam concentrated on education and

‘employment and gave those issues publicity; however, about 15 per cent of it
had not been carried out. The second plan drew on the experiences acquired by

_-the _first one and was aimed at integrating the equal status perspective into

all public policy through action programmes to promote the equality of the
sexes in the areas of competence of all ministries.

146. In answer to further questions under article 2, the representative
replied that the second periodic report had been prepared by the Ministry of
Children and Family Affairs, and that women's organizations had not been
consulted in the process. The Equal Status Council had translated and
publicized the Convention, but information on the work of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women had not been actively digseminated.

147. In relation to article 3, she said that commissions or individuals
responsible for equality esxisted in most ministries and in many public
enterprises or bodies, and that such mechanisms were beginuing to be set up in
private iastitutioans also.

148. Concerning a more effective use of the media in presemting new images of
women, in connection with article 5, she said that the Goverument did not
influence the media in the presentaticn of their programmes, except to use
them for focusing on inforxmation campaigns and education programmes. The
Board of Directors of the Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation had endorsed a
programme of action to promote equal status within the Corporation by setting
targets.

149. Regarding questions relating to article 6, the reprosentative said that
no statistics were available on the incidence of prostitution, and that the
trial projects charting prostitution in four major towns had thrown more light
on that problem and on the relationship between prostitution and sexual

abuse. Local general health and social welfare services assisted in
rehabjlitation and the musicipality of Oslo had a separate centre for
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prostitutes. Prostitutes who were addicted to alcohol or drugs were eatitled
to assistance from the spevialized drug treatment and rehabilitation

services. Further measures that had been taken were the publication of a
pamphlet and the organization of seminars on related problems. The resuvlts of
research on prostitution had been disseminated; it was unlikely, however, that
the criminalization of the customer would be iantroduced. She said that the
dissemination of information on AIDS was aimed primarily at specific target
groups. Broad-based information campaigns had also been carried out.

Seventy per ceat of all HIV-infected heterosexuals were women.

150. On article 7, she said that the percentage of women onm all committees had
been increasing steadily since 1983; however, the rate of new appointments of
women had been fluctuating. The representative said that the increased number
of women in politics had had an impact on political devision-making and
mentioned, as an example, the longer period of paid maternity leave and the
efforts to provide sufficient child-care centres.

151. Responding to follow-up questions on article 7, the representative said
that most political parties had adopted rules regarding quotas for womean and
men, and that political parties received public funding, as did womea's
organizations to some exteat.

152. Regarding article 8, she stated that only 3 out of 72 ambassadors were
women and that the percentage of women in the foreign service at the lower and
higher levels was gradually increasing. She could not provide any statistics
on the number of Norwegian personnel working in international organizatious,
but said that women in particular were urged to apply and that the aumber of
candidates that were accepted had increased in recent years.

153. In reply to a question under article 9 on nationality, she said that,
pursuant to the Norweglian Nationality Act of 195U, women's rights with regard
to obtaining, changing or retaining their citizenship were the same as men's
and were not affected by marriage. An amendment to the Act stated that a
¢hild would receive Norwegian citizenship if its mother was a Norwegian
subject.

154. On article 10, she said that no comprehensive statistics on drop-out
rates were available. She provided some data on the number of women studying
at university, and said that the two critical phases in vocational traising
seemed to be the initial phase and the provision of an appreaticeship
contract. Measures had been taken to reduce the problems in the initial
phase. The Ministry of Church and Educational Affairs had the responsibility
for monitoring the 1985 education programme.

155, Turning to article 11, the representative said that many women worked
part time either because of inadequate child-care facilities or out of
choice. The new tendency was for younger women to work in full-time
employment, whereas older women, even those without child-care obligations,
tended to a larger extent to work part time. Part-time workers were covered
by the same social security provisions as full-time workers. Curreatly,
domestic workers were covered by a separate act, but the integration of its
provigions into the Working Enviromment Act was under discussion. Although
the nunber of child-care facilities had been increasing in recent years, she
said that it was still well below what was needed. Regarding the general
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-agreement between the Norwegian Employers' Confederation and the Norwegian
Federation of Trade Unions on equality between women and men in working life,
she said that similar agreements existed in most municipalities, but no
evaluation of the results had been made. Some progress had been made in
encouraging girls to enter jobs traditionally occupied by men. The results of
the project to increase the recruitment of young women in technical vocatiouns
in northern Norway were reported as positive. However, other measures, such
as the granting of wage subsidies for a certain period of time to employers
who employed women in non-traditional occupations had not been taken up.
Regarding questions on the Nordic project BRYT, she said that the project had
ended in 1989, It had focused mainly on education and motivation; the main
results were an inoreased awareness on the part of boys and girls of the

‘importance of the choices they made. Work evaluation had not been conducted
in recent years, aand womea's unpaid domestic work was not included in the
“gross national product; howevet. some measures of compensation for unpaid work
‘were being discussed.

‘156. Responding to follow-up questions under article 11, the represeatative
- said that no reduction of the working day had been implemented recently. A
__ six-hour working day was .under -discussion, but did not have many advocates.
__She stated further that, under the Working Environmeat Act, a person who had
__to take care of someone who was handicapped or ill could work fewer hours. No
" studies had been made of the reasons why boys and girls tended to seek work in
““traditional sectors of employment.

—--157, Turning to article 12, the representative stated that it was not so much
the incidence of violence against women that had increased in recent years as
an awareness of the problem. She said that 48 shelters and 8 hot~line
telephones had been established all over the couantry to assist battered
women. A therapy centre for men had been opened, and programmes to elucidate
the complex issue were disseminated on the radio and television and through
written material. However, it was difficult to assess the exact extent of
wife-battering and other forms of family violence, and of changes in its
incidence, but there were reasons to believe that the full extent of the
problern had not yet been revealed. uUnder the Penal Code, violence agaliust
women was considered punishable with fines or imprisonment, and its
unconditional pablic prosecution had been iantroduced in 1988.

158. In response to a follow-up question concerning the use of the new drug
"RU486 to terminate a pregnancy, the representative said that she did not know
whether it was im use in Norway. For reasous of medical gecurity, all new
‘medicines took a long time to be introduced and to become generally
accessible. Abortion was not forbiddem by law,

159, Regarding article 14, she said that it was up to each married couple to
decide how they wished to share the income from a joint agricultural
enterprise, which should be related to the amount of work performed by each
spouse. Women engaged in farming enjoyed the same economic and social rights
as men, :

160. Responding to follow-up questions, she replied that women tended to farm

the land while their husbands participated im the fishing industry. She said
that possible action to increase the participation of women in the f£ishing
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industry would be comnsidered. Currently, much discussion centred on the
participation of rural women in plamning the social and economic development
of rural areas.

161. On article 15, she sald that, pursuant to an amendmeat of the Fire
Protection Act in 1987, any citizen could be ordered to serve on municipal
fire brigades. No clear information could be provided on whethexr or not the
Seamen's Act applied also to womea.

162. On article 16, the representative stated that, according to the draft of
the new Marriage Act, which would be forwarded to parliament is the spring of
1991, spouses, on divorce, would be entitled to an equal share of the property
jointly acquired during their marriage, and housework would be assessed oa the
same basis as paid work. Currently alimony could be paid for an unlimited
period of time; the new law, however, contained a provision that it be
restricted to three years ezcept in special circumstaaces.

163. Responding to follow-up questions, the representative said that the lack
of enthusiasm to participate in political life might be a problem but was one
that applied not only to women but also to men. The issue of ensuring that
work performed by women and by men was allocated the same value was being
discussed by all political parties. Concerning the relatiouship between the
Constitution and the Equal Status Act in the context of the succession tc the
throne, she said that, pursuant to an amendment of the law in 1988, women also
would be allowed to ascend the throne. Aas regards the non-involvament of
non-governmental oxganizations in the preparation of the second periodic
report, she said that the Goverumeat maintained close ties with a wide range
of non-governmental organizations; however, the involvement of so many
different organizations in the preparation of reports to international bodies
was considered to be too time-consuming. Members stressed the importance of
supplying data on prostitution in the subsequent report. The represeantative
said that in the case of a conflict in relation to the principle of equality,
the Constitution always took precedence over the legislation laws. With
regard to the possible negative effect on women of frequent changes of
Govermment, she said that all Governmesnts were expected to give high priority
to the issue of equality.

164. It was asked whether the feminist movement was, according to her personal
opinion, declining in Noxway and, if so, whether there were any plans to
strengthen the movement in order to use it as a pressure group. The
representative confirmed that the movement was, indeed, declining, but that
the thoughts of the movement were currently directed towards the political
participation of women. Members hoped that future reports would make a
qualitative assessment of the role of women and men in Norwegian society.

165. Members expressed their appreciation for the country's constructive
attitude to achieving de facto equality and for the detailed answers that had
been provided to all the questions raised, They welcomed a qualitative rather
than an arithmetical (50/50) approach to equality, which should serve as a
model for other countries.
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Roland

166. In accordance with a decision of the pre-session working group

(see chap. 1I, sect. G) the Committee considered both the second and third
periodic repoxts of Poland (CEDAW/C/13/Add.16 and CEDAW/C/18/Add.2) at its
177th meeting, on 24 January (see CEDAW/C/SR.177).

167. The representative of Poland stated that the reporting period had been
characterized by fundamental political, economic and social changes that had
affected the pogition of women. The new Prime Minister of Poland had
indicated that the advancement of women was one of the most important
political issues and the Office of the Govermmeat Plenipotentiary for Women's
Affairs would be upgraded and made responsible to the Prime Minister. Poland
had ratified the Conveation on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women in 1980. The Polish legal system did not coatain any
discriminatory provisions in the sense of article 1 of the Convention. The
representative noted that two opinions had been expressed with regard to the
__position of women in Poland: the first, that nothing had been done to improve
-it, and the second, that the present gocio-economic conditions had led to a

~_deterioration in the status of women. The representative said that both
‘opinions were oversimplified and not counsistent with the position of the new

_Government, For example, the rate of unemployment of women was higher than

that of men; however, because of the existence of unemployment benefits, many

women had receutly registered themselves as being unemployed although they had
not worked before. Changes in the system had provided new opportunities for

-women although it was not yet clear whether women themselves were aware and

able to take advantage of them. Critical areas that required improvement on
the part of women were: their limited knowledge of existing laws and of the

‘mechenisms with which to implement them; their low participation ia civic and

political life at the natiomal and international levels, including their
abgence in the newly formed Cabinet; and the stereotyped roles and cultural
patterns of coanduct of men and women.

168. In response to questions regarding goals set by the State for the next
reporting period, the representative referred to a govermmental programme of

‘1990 aimed at the protection of economically weak groups by: providing food

coupons; maintaining the ratio between the average pension and wage;

" reorganizing the system of social assistance; introducing legislative

regulations ensuring protection for employees who had been dismissed;
providing funds for training and retraining; creating new jobs: and partially
reimbursing the higher costs of rent and heating. The representative said
that the programme would be continued although in a modified form.

169. The representative stated that the new Govermment Plenipotentiary for
Women's Affairs would tackle such issues as: the provision of agsistance to
unemployed women and single mothers; and the protection of women's existing
social rights as regards employment, maternity benefits, social insurance and
social benefits., It was the intention of the Government that newly adopted
lawg would not infringe on the rights of women in the new market economy and
that those laws would be recpected by public and private enterprises alike.
Other important issues were increasing women's legal literacy; establishing a
Centre of Information and Legal Guidance for Women; and promoting and
encouraging women's political participation., The latter was considered
particularly important in view of the relatively low political participation
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of Polish women, which, the representative said, could be attributed to the
many labour and social measures that had been granted to women in the past,
without any particular effort oa their part.

170. Concerning the difficulties in various economic sectors, the
representative stated that 46 per cent of the female population was employed
in the socialized sector of the ecomomy, comprisiang both State and cooperative
enterprises. During the period of transformation to a market economy, that
sector had been subject to cuts in subsidies and to the closure of
enterprises, which in turn had caused a rise in unemployment and a reduction
of family income. On 31 December 1990, women comprised 50.9 per cent of the
total number of unemployed persons or 573,686 persons (in January 1990, the
figure had been 40.7 per cent; in July 1990, 48.9 per cent). The
deterioration of the economic situation of families had affected women more
than men owing to the persistence of traditional roles and the lack of an
adequate social infrastructure. For example, an increase in kindergarten and
nursery fees had resulted in disrupted employment for some women.

171. Regarding the achievements of, and difficulties encountered by, the
government programme for the advancement of women, concluded in December 1990,
the representative said that the achievements included the establishment of a
basis for cooperation in the advancement of women between central and local
authorities; the improvement of women's working conditions, in particular in
industry; the improvement of the protection of women's health, including
prophylactic examinations and industrial health segvices: and an increase in
the numbar of kindergartens and nurgeries, although not to a level that wag
sufficient to cover the needs. Difficulties encountered included the low
participation rate of women in decision-making, in particular in top
managements the decreased representation of women in the Seym; the lack of
women leaders of political or social organizations; the difficulties in
modifying traditional patterns of behaviour of men and women; and the
prevailing prejudicial and biased attitudes.

172, In connection with newly established women's organizations, the
representative replied that several new political and social women's
organizations had been established, including regional women's sections in the
independent self-goverxning trade union, Solidarity. Those bodies, in
collaboration with female deputies to the Seym, had convened a conference in
December 1990 entitled “Women in contemporary Poland", which had focused on
the collection of -information on women's issues; measures for improving the
position of women; the establishment of a parliamentary commission on women
and the family; and the upgrading of the Office of the Goverameat
Plenipotentiary for Women's Affairs.

173. The representative referred to the third periodic report when answering
questions regarding statistics on women's employment., Additional information
was provided on the most recent number of vacauscies for women. On

31 July 1990, for every vacancy for a male there had been 9 unemployed men and
for every vacancy for a female there had been 36 unemployed women. By the eand
of December 1990, the number of unemployed women per vacancy had risen to 40.
In large industrial ceatres, the ratio was lower but ian £ive voivodghips it
was particularly high.
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174. The representative pointed out that, although women had achieved much in
the past, the previous system had imposed severe limitatiouns. Duriang the
previous year, owing to political changes, it had been possible to identify
rveal achievements with the intention of protecting and strengthening them
under the new conditions, and making room for various initiatives and
activities. Members expressed conceran that historically, as well as in the

;- experieunce of their respective countries, women could participate equally and
be accepted during wars and national revolutions, but when those eaded, they
could be marginalized and relegated to the domestic sphere.

175. The representative stressed the need for the exchange of experience and
information at the international level. Such an exchange of isformatioa would
iaclude ways and means of: providing assistance in creating and operating
small enterprises; obtaining loans; retraining; and orgasnizing various
community services, such as day-care centres, as well as affording more
encouragement and assistance to those women who were becoming more interested
in performing traditional toles Lo particlpahe in the labour force or in

176 Concerninq the issue of the migration of women, the representative said
‘that although awareness existed of the problem of both the outflow of people
__to the West and the flow of emigrants from the East and SOuth-East. moxre
attention should be.paid to the issue of migrant women.

177. Regarding a guery about whether the present system of employment had

--failed to create opportunities for graduates of the secondary-level general
‘schools, the represeatative said that during the transition to a market
economy more practical skills had been needed. Women rarely possessed such
vocational skills and therefore had been additionally disadvautaged. Two
possible ways of improving the education system had been digcussed: either
reorganizing the entire system or creating an alternative system to compete
with the ezisting traditional one.

178. A number of questions were posed regarding the measures undertakean to
improve the situation of womea and to encourage them to take an active part in

" ongoing political processes and decision-making at all levels. In reply, the
representative drew attention to the extended mandate of the new Office of the
-Goverrment Plenipotentiary for Women's Affairs, including its intentions to
develop further contacts with women and women's organizations; to open
branches in other towns; to create a women's information and legal advice
centre; and to commission further studies on the situation of women. The
level of activity would be determined by financial resources, however.

179. Responding to questions relating to article 2, the representative
described the proposed trausformation of the Office of the Govermment
Plenipotentiary for Women's Affairs into the Office of the Minister-Member of
the Council of Ministers responsible for Women, Family and Youth. ‘The
Minister would be able to initiate legislation and the staff of the Office
would be enlarged cousiderably., The represemtative said that the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women had been
broadly publicized and disseminated. All the women's organizations and
institutions concerned, including the Seym, had been consulted in the
preparation of the third periodic report, The Commissioner for Civil Rights
(ombudeman) continued to play an important role in protecting the rights of
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women. That role, however, had not been related to that of the
Plenipotentiary, whose mandate was different. Women had the same recourse to
the courts to enforce their rights as men but there were no specific legal
provisions to combat sex discrimination.

180, Regarding article 3, the represeatative said that it was the iateantion of
the Goverument that future amendmeats to laws would safeguard women's rights,
in particular with regard to work. maternity protection and social benefits.

181, Regarding questions relating to article 4, the representative explained
that although the legislation contained some special protective measures
concerning women's employment, maternity protection and social benefits, no
temporary measures had yet bean adopted to overcome the existing inequities
between men and women regarding wages, job placement and promotion. With .
regard to wages, the Goverument had decided ou uniform priaciples of job
aevaluation, which would ensure the eliminatioa of differeances in wages for men
and women in comparable posts, which sometimes existed ia practice. The
concept. of temporary measures and the guestion of State responsibility for the
protection of women's social rights had been discussed al the gnverameatal aud
uon-governmental levels,

182, In relation to article 5, the representative stated that the mass media
tended to portray women as working persons, with large families and household
duties, overcoming existing economic difficulties. Recently, however, an
attempt had been made to portray women differently and to present a model of
the family based on parcnership and the sharing of responsibilities.
Subsequently, a number of television and radio programmes for children, youth
and adults, initiated by the Govermment Pleanipotentiary for Womean's Affairs,
had been transmitted, which had been well received according to public
opinion. The respunsibility for continuing those programmes, which
constituted part of the Govermmental Programme for the Advancement of Women,
rested with the Presideat of the Committee for Radio and Talevision. A aumber
of television and radio programmes had been transmitted in order to assist
women victims of violence, as well as to promote different patterns of
behaviour and to encourage both partuers to overcome crises caused by
alccholism.

183. Regarding article 6, the representative said that although prostitution
existed in Poland, it was associated with the specific 1ife-style of some
women, who were often educated and well-off, rather than with economic
necessity.

184, Regarding the low representation of women in political life, reference
was made, under article 7, to a number of studies thet hed been carried out by
the Office of the Goverument Pleuipotentiary, The new Government was aware of
the unsatisfactory situation. Some non-governmental orgaunizations had
requested that quotas be introduced, but that measure had not been popular ian
the society. because the affirmative action programmee undnrtaken in the
post-war period had been considered to have led to tokemism. ‘The low
participation of women in political life had also been linked to the economic
crisis and to the unequal distribution of household responsibilities.
According to some opinions in Poland, it was not possible to increase the
participation of women under conditions of crisis; according to others, the
economic situation neither megatively influenced nor discouraged such
participation.
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185. The represeatative confirmed, in relatica to article 7, that, although no
legal barriexs existed, women's participation in top managerial and
administrative positions was not commensurate with their overall level of
education. The cau.es included the low participation of women in the Seym,
political parties, trade unions and assoviations; their double burdem and

traditional family responsibility; the lack of strong women's organizations;
and their limited possibilities for political education, participation in
political campaigns and lobbyiung. A lack of women in the leadership of
Solidarity was also noted. It was observed that women only provided active
support to male leaders. In order to redress the situation, training seminacs
had been initiated. The Goverament Plenipotentiary for Women's Affairs had

“"established a Women's Forum, the main task of which was to encourage women to
take a mora active part in politics, including elections.

186. In terms of article 8, the representative said that following the
reorganization of the Foreign Ministry, the recruitment and promotion of both
men and women to higher posts had been subject to open competition. Of the
793 Ministry employees, 263 were women; of the 368 persons in the professional
- -category, 46 were women; of the 105 persons at the executive level, 3 were
~women; and of the 927 persons posted abroad, 37 were women - 1 with the rank
of ambassador and 18 with diplomatic status. It had been acknowledged that
_—-the participation of women in the foreign service, in international
~-conferences and in-the work of international organizations had been
insufficient. The situation had been a result of the previous system, which
head used discriminatory practices. Over the past few months, 24 women had
“been appointed to diplomatic posts. B

.187. In relation to article 1l and in response to several questions concerniag
‘employment, the representative reiterated the negative effect of the preseat
economic situation on women's employment. She mentioned certain measures to
combat unemployment that would be undertaken by the new Minister for Labour

--and Social Policy to benefit both men and women, such as retraining workers,
providing them with vocational guidance and granting them loans for starting
their own esnterprises. The Goverament Plenipotentiary for Women's Affairs
intended to elaborate a specific programme for women in regions that were
particularly affected by unemployment. With regard to the protection of
women's work, the representative provided additional information on the lack
of protection for pregnant women and women on child-care leave or maternity
leave when enterprises were liquidated; all entitlements related to maternity
leave, however, had been retained, In response to a question of whether
practices in Poland complied with ILO Convention No. 103 concerning Maternity
Protection, which prohibited the dismissal of a woman on maternity leave, the
representative noted that, under present legal regulations, it was possible to
.-‘terminate the employment of such a woman if the enterprise was abolished, but

© these was a. toquirement that she should continue to receive matermity
benefits. It was asked whether it was possible to obtain further employment
-in the case of closure of an employing organization. The representative noted
that, although Poland was not yet party to the most recent ILO coavestions,
bocause of the country's political situation in the 1980s, the country had
been veviewing its position vig-j-vis those conventions and intended to accede
to them in the future.
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188. Concerning questions on women's wayes, the representative stated that,
according to the Main Statistical Office, women on average earned less than
men because, inter alia, job evaluation principles as determined by the
Council of Ministers in 1987-1988 had not been universally applied. The Main
Statistical Office did not incorporate a gender category in its statistics
related to wages for comparable posts; however, women had not been employed ia
highly paid occupations and posts. Moreover, women's availability had been
lower than that of men because of their double burden. The difference between
wages for women and men had been estimated at 30 per cent in 1988 and

21 per cent in 1989, The improvemeant had resulted from uniform principles of
job evaluation, based exclusively on performance. Regarding a question on
legal measures, the representative answered that women had the right to appeal
to the labour and social court if they felt they were being discriminated
against on gender grounds with regard to wages. In reply to a guestion on
flexible hours, the represeatative stated that, despite the demauds of women's
groups, flexible hours of work had not been applied.

189. The representative stated that, although the preseant system of
classifying jobs according to gender had been reviewed, it was not expected to
change soon. Such classifications had been applied because of the differxences
in education and skills between men and women and the fact that some jobs were
barred to women for health reasons under international coaventions. The
practices of the Main Statistical Office were purely methodological and had no
practical comnotations. Members suggested that such statistical practices
should be .dropped as they did indeed have practical consequences.

190, With regard to a question on the situation of women of pensionable age,
the ropresentative stated that the situation of both men and wamen had beea
difficult and that a study focusing specifically on the situation of women
would probably be undertaken by the Office of the Goverument Plemipotestiary.

191. Replying to a question regarding child-care facilities, the
representative stated that nurseries and kindergartens were gemerally
available., The 1 pexr cent decrease in the nwnber of children attending
kindurgartens in the period 1988/89 had been attributed to the increase of
fees and to the lack of clear priaciples for subsidiziug kindergartens,

192, Regarding questions under article 12, she stated that domestic violence
and drunkenness had seriously affected womean's equality. Domestic violence,
$ndependent of gender, and acts of violence against women committed under the
influence of alcohol were regarded as crimes and had been subject to public
prosecution, Drunkenness in the family could be subject to external
intervention, including compulsory medical treatment in special health centres,

193. Regarding article 12, in response to questions concerning abortion and
sex education, the representative said that an amendment had heen requested by
certain Catholic circles, which had recently acquired significant political
influence and demanded the general protection of an unborn child. In the
opinion of many persons, however, there was no need to amend the existing 1956
abortion law that allowed ahortion on medical grounds, on acecount of the
*difficult living conditions" of a pregnant woman or if the pregnancy had
resulted from a criminal act. The issue of abortion was controversial both
within and outside the Seym. Some people had demanded that a referendum be
held on the issue of abortion; others that a woman seeking an abortion, and
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the physician who performed it, should be subject to criminal proceedings. A
rvecent draft law tramsmitted by the Senate to the Seym, aimed at limiting the
existing legal opportunities for abortion, had been described in detail in the
third periodic report of Poland. The represeantative said that the sex
education of society in gemeral, including young people, had been
insufficient. Only 28 per ceat of all couples used contraceptives, which were
available but expeasive. Confidential advice on contraception was free of
charge and easily accessible, as were all health services, including
gynaecological consultation.

194. Concerning questions on drug-related problems and AIDS, the
‘representative said that a aunber of preventive activities had been carried
out by educatioual, religious and other voluantary institutions. Although the
number of opium addicts (10,000-20,000) seemed to be rather low, the fact that
the substance was administered intravencusly had led to a rapid rise in the
incidence of HIV infection. According to data for the period 1989 until

31 December 1990, 1,435 cases of HIV infection had been reported, out of which

- 1,026 were drug addicts. The ratio of males to females, which had initially

‘been eight to one, was four to one at the end of September 1990. AIDS
patients had been treated in eight hospitals and HIV-infected persons in
special service centres. There had been difficulties in establishing more
‘centres owing to hostility on the part of the local population.

195. Regarding questions relating to article 14, on the situation of rural
~women, the representative stated that rural women were in a difficult
financial situation; the new govermmental Programme for the Improvement of
Living Conditions in Rural Areas intended to redress it.

196. Regarding article 16, the representative said that the main reasons for
the high divorce rate were conjugal infidelity, financial constraints and
difficult living conditions (such as the lack of accommodation). In reply to
the question on enforcement policies regarding the payment of allowances, the
representative said that a woman who did not receive maintenance from the man
was entitled to claim it from a so~called Alimony Fund, to which the man was
obliged to contribute or otherwise face charges by court.

197. In response to follow-up questions and comments, the representative
emphasized the importance of statements by members emcouraging the improvement
of policies and programmes for the advancemeat of women in Poland that
required the participation of women from the grass-roots level to the
governmental level. Such participation would assist the Government to
introduce major changes. The representative noted the value of international
cooperation and exchange of experience in order to take advantage of existing
de jure equalities as well as of particular opportunities to improve the
situation of women. The representative referred to major obstacles, such as a
workforce segregated by gender; differentisl pay levels; the lack of
participation in management, political processes and decision-making;
traditional roles and attitudes; and a low level of legal literacy.

198. The representative said that an opinion had been she expressed by some
social groups that a woman's place was in the home, but she expressed the hope
that that attitude would change with time, if women could act decisively to
defend their status.
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Philippines

199, The Committee considered the second periodic report of the Philippines
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.17 and Corr,1 and Amend.l) at its 179th meeting, on 25 Jaauary
(see CEDAW/C/SR.179).

200. The representative of the Philippines reported that eight consultative
workshops on gender analysis had been conducted by the National Commission on
the Role of Filipino Women (NCRFW). The workshops had resulted in an
increased consciousness of women's issues among the key staff of government
agencies and non-govermmental organizations and in improved cooperation
between NCRFW and those offices. In a second phase, the Commission would
conduct further consciousness-raising workshops as part of a five-year
training package entitled "Women in Development Training and Orientation
Programme", In response to a request for more details on measures undertakean
by the Bureau of Women and Young Workers, she stated that, as focal point in
the Department of Labour and Employment, the Bureau had coanducted
consciousness-raising workshops in the Department itself. The Bureau had
proposed the establishment of the Women Workers Development Institute, which
would increase awareness on the part of women workers with regerd to
legislation, standards, policies and benefits, Those measures represented the
main strategies for increasing an awaremess of the double burden of working
women .

201. On article 2, the representative stated that the most obvious
discriminatory provisions in Philippine law had been eliminated. Geader
analysis of existing laws was being undertaken to identify the more subtle or
unintended discriminatory provisions., It was considered that the legal status
of Filipino women was good but that de facto equality still had to be
achieved. Responding to a question on cases brought before the courts based
on the provicions of the Convention, she informed the Committee that the
enactment of most national laws against discrimination had preceded
ratification of the Convention so any such cases would invoke Philippine law
rather than the Convention itself. However, great emphasis was placed on
increasing an awareness of the provigsions of the Convention, particularly
within the Goverament, and a consciousness of the law and the empowerment of
women under it.

202. In reply to a question on the enactment of the 1987 bills, the
representative stated that thoge which had been enacted included an act
strengthening the prohibition om discrimination against women with respect to
terms and conditions of employment (Republic Act 6725) and the Comprehensive
Agrarian Reform Law guaranteeing rural women rights to ownership of land and
an equal share of the farm's produce, as well as representation on appropriate
advigory and decision-making bodies (Republic Act 6657). Another act had been
enacted to declare as unlawful the practice of "mail-order brides" and such
other practices as the advertigement, publication, printing or distribution of
brochures and other publicity material to promote the matching of Filipino
women for marriage to foreign nationals; penalties were provided for
violations (Republic Act 6955), She informed members that the mandate of
NCRFW was to work with non-govermmental organizations and not necessarily to
replace them. The Pilipinas for Education, Research, Law Reform Advocacy and
Service (PERLAS) had been established following an initiative of NCRFW. The
Civil Service Commission had Equality Advocates (EQUADS) in the central office
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and 14 regional offices who investigated complaints in any area of
discrimination, including sexual harassment at the workplace. It was reported
that, at present, there were two cases of discrimination before the Civil
Sorvice Commission and one conceruning sexual harassment.

203. On article 2, further information was requested on how the Civil Service
Commission could intervene in cases of discrimination and to what exteat.

204, In relation to article 3, the representative stated that the powers of
NCRFW were sufficiently broad under Executive Order 348 approving and adopting
the Philippine Development Plan for Women, 1989-1992.. She said that the
second periodic report (CEDAW/C/13/Add.17 and Corr.l and Amend.l) had provided
more information on the Philinpines Development Plan for Women and the
Mediwn-Term Philippine Devalopment Plan., A structure existed to moanitor and
evaluate the impact of the Plans, which would be updated regulsrly. The first
‘analysis had beesn completed establishing the methodology and base level for
future evaluations. %The economic and political difficulties experienced by
-—--—the Philippines in receat years had hampered a complete implementation of the
___ . Plans.

~ 205. On article 5, the matter of complementarism was the subject of debate
among the various groups working for equality, whose levels of consciousness
were not always the same. With regard to a request for more information on
the elimination of sexist prejudice and the stereotyped image of women in

--education, she stated that efforts to counteract sex stereotyping in textbooks
ware being made by the Department of Education, Culture and Sports, where a
fogul point on women ha’. been established. The Department had formulated
guadelines foi the evaluation of instructional manuals and were testing them
at different educational levenls. The guidelines had been designed to review
ané. edit educational materials in connection with the visibility of both
sexes, role models for women, behaviour and the use of language. Material had
been produced to cousteract gender discrimination in textbooks and would be
incorporated in “he current review of textbooks; that exercise would be
repeated every six years. Efforts had been wade to strengthem the
gender-ppucific guidelines for evaluation exercises in future by conducting
programmes on consciousnes¢-raising and gender awareness. The focal point on
women had also reviewed existing policies and training programmes for their
impact on women. In respouse to a question on the involvement of women in the
mass media as journalists, the representative stated that, although the number
of journaligts was not large, they formed a very visible group both in the
print media and in broadcasting, but not many of them were editors. Those
women had formed themselves into a group entitled "Women in Media" and
supported the work to achieve equality by publicizing programmes for women.

* Duriag Womea's Month (March), there were many programmes on women but at other
times activities were related mostly to indivisduval events. A programme
extitled "Woman Watch" was broadcast weekly. Cuacerning the Practical Skills
Developmeat courses, the representative said that they were part of the
high-school curriculun and introduced a more practical aspect into it., The
courses were of an introductory mnature and not aimed particularly at the

- advancement of women in the economic spher». However, the courses were
strictly non-stereotyped and both sexes were eacouraged to take part im all of
Lhem,
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206. On article 6, poverty was considered the main reason why women eantered
into prostitution but there were also other factors. The presence of large
foreign militacry bases, tourism and psychological factors were also causes.

In the absence of real alternatives, prostitution represeanted the path of
least resistance in order for women to obtain an adequate income. The
representative clarified that the present Departmeant of Social Welfare and
Development was essentially the same as the former Ministry of Social Services
and Development and the change had been in name only. The representative
stated that it was difficult to evaluate the success of the programmes of the
Department to protect young prostitutes as their effectiveness was limited by
a lack of resources, facilities and altermative sources of income. Concerning
the sanctions imposed on customers of prostitutes, such as sex-tourists, it
was reported that if the offender was a foreign national, immediate
deportation followed the enforcement of a penalty for the offence, which could
he either a fine or imprisoament. Most laws and ordinances relating to
prostitution focused on the procurer.

207. Members endorsed the need forxr bilateral cooperation in efforts to stop
the mail-order bride trade. A further request was made to include
sociological statistice in the third periodic report with regard to: the
social reality of prostitution in the Philippines; the level of interveation
by the social services; and the implementation of legal penalties, including
the number of sentences and the incidence of involvement by minors.

208, On article 7, in response Lo questions on representation in political
forums and the right of NCRFW to propose candidates for political
appointments, the representative stated that in the Government there were
special offices that focused on marginalized groups such as women, youth,
urban poor, children and the disabled., NCRFW was attached to the Offico of
the President and had the right to propose candidates for all levels,
including the Cabinet. NCRFW had proposed candidates in the past and would
continue to do so.

209, The representative introduced article 10 on education by stating that
women were disadvantaged because of socio-economic and regional factors. In
rosponse to a question on the major reasons why girls discontinued their
education, she stated that the participation figures for both men and women
wore basically equal and that the main reasons for students to discontiaue
school had little to do with gender but were mostly related to poverty.
Although tuition was free of charge, peripheral costs (clothing,
transportation, food) often prevented children from poor households continuing
in school. In such households, absenteeism was caused by the fact that
children had to augment the family income and were often ill because of the
lack of medical attention and general malnutrition., There was no evidence
that the drop-out rate for girls was higher than that for boys. Literacy
campaigns for women, particularly rural women, were run by both goverumental
and non-governmental organizations. Coancerning the percentage of female
university graduates, the representative stated that data was limited as
gender analysis at the tertiary level of education was usually based on the
number of registrations for professional exeminations and on the accreditation
to professional groups. <The fields of engineering, technical vocational
education, law, architecture and sciences were traditionally male-dominated,
and it was considerod unlikely that female participation would be above

25 per cent, In the field of medicine, there was equal participation between
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men and women. Quotas existed in medical schools and the graduation rate was
almost egual, although the choice of sipecialization often showed gender
preferences. In answer to a question on the availability of scholarships,
awards and grants to women, she replied that they were generally granted to
males and females equally but the total number was insufficient. She reported
that most teacherxs, particularly at the elementary and secondary levels, were
women, but she had no exact figures forx teachers at the university level.
Although strong lobbying occurred, most top-level posts, such as principals
and heads of department, were occupied by mea. Ian response to a query on the
inclusion of women's studies in university curricula, the representative
informed members that the University of the Philippines had established a
Center for Women's Studies that conducted a master's degree programme but she
had no details on the law programme.

210, Responding to a question as to whether teenage pregnancies had any effect
‘on the drop-out rate of women, the representative considered that the figure
was probably not high enough to be considered a major cause in comparison with
-~the factor of poverty. More information would be provided in the subsequeat
"repoxt of the Philippines. The Philippine Govermment was commended oa the
fact that primary education was mandatory but further information was
‘requested on any sanctions that were applied in cases of non-compliance with
~the law.

21l. In relation to article l1ll, the representative considered that career and
“vocational counselling was not well developed; it tended to be traditiomal in
its approach to careers for women. She said that no special mechanisms had

-been set up to deal with cases of sex discrimination; redress for women who
4id not receive equal pay for work of equal value could be sought through the
regular mechanisms for all violations under the Labour Code. Further
information on the details and enforcement of “abour legislation would be
provided in the third periodic report. Responding to a question on the
programmes being developed to encourage men's participation in the care of
children, the representative said that some efforts were being made by
non-goveramental organizations. Proposals for bemefits for patermity leave
that were before Congress had not received uaniversal support as it was
considered possible that the leave would not necessarily be used for helping
care for the children. The Philippine Goverument provided child-care
facilities but, with the large, young population and an average of five
~“children per household, those facilities were insufficient to meet the
demand, Following efforts by non-governmental organizatioms, there was a
growing awareness in the Govermnment of the problem, and pilot projects to
provide day~-care centres at the workplace had been instigated. On the subject
of "domestic outworkers', the represesntative infosmed members of an important
recent development: the formulation of a homeworkers code, which was the
result of initiatives by rural women workers and the Association of New
Filipino Women, a non-govermmental organization. The code endeavoured to
extend labour protection laws to homeworkers, A

212, In response to a request for more information on female overseas workers,
the representative said that statistical data were gemerally not gender
sensitive, but measures had been taken ¢o amend the forms of the
administrating authority in order to improve the collection of data. The
National Commission on Women had launched & programme to develop a database on
women in international labour migration. Measures such as bilateral
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agreements with receiving countries, pre-departure orientation programmnes, and
the assignment of social welfare officers in receiving countries had been
partially effective in protecting overseas workers. She pointed out that it
was difficult to gala access to private homes in order to assess the
conditions of domestic sexvice.

213. The representative welcomed the follow-up comment that more bilataral
cooperation was needed to combat the exploitation of overseas workers and the
illegal export of their earnings from some countries. She reported that some
women hed formed themselves into groups to increase the awareness of their
tights and to improve their conditions of employment.

214, She said that details on job creation programmes specifically intended
for women in skilled jobs and on measures to improve the health conditions for
women in the electronics industry would be provided in the subsequent report,

215, On article 12, the right to choose the number and spacing of childrean was
protected by the Comstitution and was the right of the couple and not
specifically of the woman. The general laws agaiunst violence coatained
‘provisions to protect women and family members against violence. Laws
specifically against domestic violence had been proposed as the awareness of
the problem had increased. Responding to a gquestion on data on the incidence
of HIV infection and AIDS among men and women, the representative said that
government statigtics were still limited and inadequate. Public awareness of
the problem was only beginning. She reported that there were no plans to
revise the law on abortion as there was a strong lobby against it in the
Philippines, where the Roman Catholic Church was influential. Family planning
counselling was available but the services were considered inadequate.

216. Further questions were asked on measures to improve access to family
planning services in connection with the high fertility rate and on whether
contraceptives could be purchased readily. Responding to a further question
as to whether family planning counselling was available only to married women,
the representative stated that all methods of contraception were available,
theoretically, so women were free to choose, but social pressures often
prevented single girls from availing themselves of the services. The
representative said that no data were available on illegal abortions and
recognized that more data were required., Further information was requested on
vaccination programmes, the measures being taken to inform women of, and to
protect them against, sexually transmitted diseases and AIDS, and on whether
women's organizations were involved in the preparation of health policies.

217, Regarding provisions under article 13, the representative reported that
there was currently a bill in Congress entitled "Women in Development" that
sought to remove the requirement for the husband's signature in order that hig
wife could apply for an agricultural loan. The social security system in the
Philippines already covered workers in agriculture, domestic service and
overseas employment and would be extended to cover homeworkers as well.

218, Bhe said that information on article 14 with regard to the enrolmeat of
rural women in primary, secondary and university education, and the level of
literacy among rural women, would be provided in the subsequent report.
Generally, the rural population was more disadvantaged than the urban
population, which wae reflected in the level of educational attainment of

43~



rural women. In rasponce to a question on the Rural Improvement Clubs,
memberg were informed that the activities were funded ceatrally from the
budget of the Department of Agriculture. Rural women benefited from the
activities of the Clubs, but she considered that the bemefits to women, and to
the countyy as a whole, could be increased if the activities for rural women

- focused ou their xole in farming rather than in peripheral occupatioans.

_219. Responding to questions on article 16, the representative stated that
inheritance laws in the Philippines did not discriminate against women or
illegitimate childrea. Strict rules existed covering the adoption of Filipino
children by foreign nationals. In response to a question on whether there had
"~ 77 " been any cases before the courts of a husband objecting to his wife seeking
employment, the repregentative replied in the affirmative but said that the
information was not well documented, One example she gave was of a husband
-who had unsuccessfully sued a certain agency for assigning his wife overseas.

. 220, The representative concluded by stating that the de facto implementation
-—--——of the provisions seeking to remove discrimination was a problem in the
- ~—Philippines. Gender-consciousness-raising programmes were being introduced to
T 7. 7Ttrain judges and legal personnel with regard to women's issues. Equally
““important was the need to make women aware of the laws and to educate them
““=-regarding their rights.

221, The Committee thanked the representative for her informative presentation
—and frankness. The Philippine Goverumeat was congratulated on the progregs it
had made to eliminate discrimination against women, particularly in the
‘control of the mail-order bride trade, the protection of homeworkers, the
L prevention of violenve against women in the family and the promotion of
~ ‘agrarian reform, It was commended on the awareness-raisiag campaign of
judicial personnel in particular, The Government was also commeaded for
_having followed the guidelines for the preparation of the second periodic
" report, which was a great improvement on the initiai oue. ’

~222. Responding to & follow-up question on the suffering that was experienced
- by women as refugees within the Philippines owing to the recent civil unrest,
.the representative informed members that the incidence of violence against
~women and of women who were victims of military action in certain areas of the
seountry would become visible when the relevant sections had been added to the

- —~Philippine Developmesnt Plan fox Women. ~The non-goverumental organizations
-were particularly active. The representative replied to a question oun the
-implementation of a gerios of seminars on gender analysis in project
-development for key plamnners and technical personnel by confirming that all 13
.seminars had.been conducted prior to the development of the Plan., The
.programme of the Canadian Isternational Development Agency had included a
_five~year grant to continue the series and to estend it ¢o all levels of the
_Goverument,  including the Cabinet.

223. Responding to a suggestion from members that a ministerial body for
-women'’'s affairs would be beneficial, the representative said that the issue
had been discussed but it wes considered more advantageous for NCRFW to be
closely associated with the President's Office and to work with all goverument
offices under the broad mandate accorded it under Executive Order 348.
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Rwanda

224. The Committee considered the secound periodic report of Rwanda
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.13 and Amend.l) at its 18lst meeting, on 28 January (see
CEDAW/C/SR,181).

225. The representative of Rwanda, in replying to the questions askeé by
members, said that the statistical data regquested would be supplied later, as
he had asked his Government to provide them, but they had not yet arrived.

226. As regards general gquestions, he stated that the Goverument was making
efforts to integrate the advancement of women iato the countyxy's development
plans by promoting literacy and awareness among women, Once women were aware
of their rights, he said, they could ensure that their concerns were included
in all development plans. Development issues relating to women, such as the
low rate of literacy, were the subject of reports submitted to the bodies and
specialized agencies of the United Nations, such as the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the United Nations Educational, Scientific¢ and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

227. In their additional questions, members asked whether the Govermment did
not consider it necessary to introduce further legal measures to protect
women's interests. The representative stated that the Convent%on had been
ratified without a full study being made of how its provisions could be
translated into national legislation. Members also expressed some coacern
that women's needs were not taken into account in the context of requests for
international aid. The representative stated that the problems of women's
illiteracy were dealt with by literacy campaigns carried out by UNICEF.

UNESCO had also been approached for help. Community training centres had beea
set up to provide courses in reading, writing, hygiene and artisanal work.

228, Referring to article 2, he said that part I of the Civil Code, entitled
“Family Code", had already entered into force. Some of the provisions that
constituted progress for the status of women were that a man was no longer the
presumed head of the family and that in the case of dissolution of marriage,
the care for the children had to be subject to an agreement between the
spouses. He said that the provisions concerning dowry had led to heated
debate. No legislative measures other than the Civil Code had been taken yet
to eliminate discrimination against women nor nad the limitation on the
appointment of women to the presidency been abolished.

229, Under article 2, additiomal gquestions referred to the relation of the
Couvention to the national legal system. It was asked whether the Coanvention
became automatically part of. the national legal system and whether it could be
directly invoked before the courts. The representative egplained that the
Convention was in conformity with the Comstitution, but in Rwanda it was not
the Convention that was directly ratified by the Parliament, but the law to
which the text of the Convention was annoxed. Once the law concerning the
ratification of the Convention had come into force, the Convention was
accepted by the Parliament,

230. Turning to article 3, he said that Urunana rw' Abanyarwandakazi mu

Majyambere (URAMA) was closely connected to the revolutionary movement and
benefited from state subsidies, The representative provided no information on
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the number of womea who had participated in its first congress nor on whether
or not URAMA benefited from techaical advigory services. As regards violence
against women, he said that it did not constitute a cruecial problem and that
only isolated cases had been reported.

231. Refercing to questions under article 5 related to the distribution of the
translation cf the Coanvention in the national language in girls' schools only,
the representative said the aim had been to iucrease awareness of the
Convepntion among girls. He said that the text wquld, in future, be
distributed in boys' schools also. He said that there was an intention to
increase the number of coeducational schools. As regards the attempt to
overcome traditional taboos, he said that the most importent task was to
eradicate existing discrimination in the curricula of primary schools. He
said that there were programmes to teach the same skills to both girls and
hoys. Regarding the guestion as to whether any jobs were regarded as being
associated exclusively with men or with women, he said that men tended to be
associated with jobs that implied heavy physical work, whereas womea were
asgociated more with cleaning work., ‘the most important policy of the

primaxy schools.

232. Additional queries veferred to the statements made by the representative
on article 5 that there were no tabnos that would discourage men from
assisting in the housework. Members suggested that a man might assist in the
housework only on the rare occasions when a woman fell ill. The
‘representative replied that it was difficult to reorganize the division of
labour in the family, and, therefore, it was important to start changing
attitudes at the primary-school level. Another query counceruned his statement
‘that violence against women did not constitute a problem. To the guestion as
to whether it was a case of incidents not being reported or of women simply
accepting the oceurrence of violence, he said that, traditionally, women did
not £ile complaints in case of rape or other acts of violence.

233, Coacerning article 6, he said that prostitution was forbidden by law. As
it was practised only in genret, no statistical data could be supplied on the
number of women engaged ium prostitution nor on the percentage of women in the
centres of re-education and production.

234, Turning to article 7, he said that the only criterion determining women's
eligibility to join professional organizations and to participate in their
administration or leadership was their personal skill, and not their civil
status., No data could be supplied on the percentage of women in the
judiciary. The only criterion that counted in ensuring chat women
participated in the design and establishment of development and planning
programmes was their level of education. As regards plans to improve the
political participation of women, he said that programmes existed to increase
wonien's awareness of thelr role in public life, and women were being called
upon to submit theiyr candidacy for public office, Most of those who ram were
aelacted.

235. Regarding article 7, members asked whether the Govermment undertook ray
gpecific measures tv provide for the adequate representation of women on the
various policy-making bodies and whether temporary special measures pursuapt
to article 4 could accelerate the de facto equality of women. ‘The
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representative stated that the presence of 12 women in Parliament proved that
women were not excluded from decision-making. Women had to be made aware of
the importance of their presence on legislative bodies. Furthermore, the
problem of representation was primarily one of education.

236, On article 8, no information was given on the reasons why the number of
female diplomats had decreased. The oanly woman diplomat was serving at the
Rwandese Embassy at Washington.

237. On article 9, the represeatative stated that the law pursuant to which
only the father could transmit his name and nationality to the child had not
yet been changed,

238, Regarding article 10, the representative said that boys' and girls'
schools had the same curricula, The countzy was trying to promote the
education of girls in special girls' schools, and priests took care of the
scholastic education of many boys in seminaries. The representative said that
coeducation existed, but gave no indication of how maany coeducational
establishments there were. He said that figures were not readily available
ons the progress that had been made in eradicating illiteracy among adult
women; the drop-out rates for girls; the percentage of scholarships for males
and females: and the percentage of male and female teachers at various
educational levels. He said that the Govermment was encouraging girls to
study agronomy. Progress had been made in increasing coeducation at the
secondary level. Teaching at pre-school level was taken care of by parents’'
associations; the Goverument was concerned only with the training of
pre-school teachers.

239, On article 10, members asked whether positive action or transitory
measures were being taken to reverse the tendency that higher education was
given oanly to boys. The representative explained that the question of
equality was linked primarily to the question of schooling. Traditionally,
women were supposed to take care of the home and men were supposed to take
care of all the matters outside the home. When schooling had been introduced,
women had not immediately taken part in it, He said that penalties existed
for parents who did not send their childrem to school. There was, however, no
gender-specific approach to the problem. Referring to the question of
coeducation, he said that mathematics, physics and biochemistry were taught
mostly to boys, but currently, both girls and boys could take courses in
mathematics, depending on their abilities. As regards the high drop-out rate
of giris from school, he said that parents, traditionzily, wers in favour of
girls helping at home while they would permit boys to go on studying.
Furthermore, at the oend of their secondary education, girls preferred to get
married because, in Rwandese society, an uamarried woman was of lesser value.
He observed that it was important to fight against such deeply rooted
attitudes, saying that progress would take a long time, but it was being made,

240, On article 11, he stated that the social security system did not provide
for maternity bemefits, If the professional qualifications of women and men
were the same, they received the same pay for the same work. Women go longer
neeGed the husband’'s consent to accept employment contracts.

241, Turning to article 12, he said that a child was considered the most
precious resource a person could have. Family plauning had been introduced,

-47-~



but the practice had not yet percolated through local traditions, and
stexilization was neither an issue of discussion nor widely used. It could be
carried out in a hospital on request. No special programmes were available to
ancourage women to take up the profession of physician. As abortion was
prohibited by law and subject to a penalty, he said that it was difficult to
provide estimates on its incidence. No data could be provided ou the
incidence of HIV infection/AIDS; on the number of women who died in
childbicth; on the perceantage of women using contraceptives; and on the infant
mortality rates for girls and boys. The average number of births per woman
was between six and seven; however, because many children wore delivered at
home, it was difficult to provide accurate data. He said that the high
froquency of pregnancies was considered an obstacle to the advancement of
womean. Female circumcision was not practised in Rwanda.

242, On article 12, concerning whether abortion was prohibited in all
circumstances and how many cases of abortion had come before the courts, he
‘said that abortion was carried out in hospitals only in the case of medical
indication and in the case of rape., He said that as the Catholic religion,
which forbade abortion, was firmly rooted in Rwanda, it was difficult to
~discuss the issue in the country and to attempt to legalize abortion. No
"details on the nature of sanctions could be given. Members asked whether
family planning was available to all women. As there were cases of AIDS in
Rwanda, the representative said that a training centre for dealing with the
problem had been set up and information campaigns had been carried out on
preventive measures. No statistics were available on the incidesnce of HIV
infection/AaIps. -~~~ — T 0 ) o

243. Turning to article 13, he said that women could obtain loans through the
association called DUTERIMBERE whenever needed. Any woman, irrespective of
her family status, was entitled to have access to loans. DUTERIMBERE acted as
guerantor; however, no data on the frequency or the purposes of such loans
were available.

244. On article 14, the representative said that improved access to safe
drinking-water and to health facilities was part of a long-term plan. Most
women and men were involved in the cooperative movement and about 90 per cent
of the female population were members of cooperatives. Educated women were
also imvolved in agricultural development programmes, although to a lesser
degree than men. Those programmes put no special emphasis on the needs of
women.

245. As regards article 15, there was no de jure discrimination against women,
except for the provision in the penal code that dealt with the issue of
adultery. A woman who committed adultery was punished more severely than a
man because she might bring a c¢hild into the family that did not belong to the
husband. The laws under which, in the case of adultery, women were penalized
more severely than men were still in force, but an amendment was currently
being discussed. A woman could obtain a passport and travel without her
husband's permission; provided she had reached the age. of majority.

246. Under article 16, he said that under the new Family Code, the minimum age

for entering into marriage was 21 years for women and 25 years for men,
because it was thought that women matured more quickly.
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247. Under article 16, members asked whether there were plans to amend the
existing law that discriminated against women with regard to their inheritance
rights. The representative stated that the relevant part of the Civil Code
was still a matter of discussion, because it was considered by some that
women, if they inherited from their father, and upon marriage, and also f£rom
their late husband, might profit doubly.

248. Members expressed their appreciation for the early ratification by Rwanda
of the Convention and for the fact that the Government had submitted the two
periodic reports on time despite the enormous economic and social difficulties
that the country faced. Members said that the Govermment's political will to
adopt the principles of equality and its target-oriented process to advance
the status of women was evident. They recognized the fact that obstacles
still existed and noted that even de _jure equality had not been completely
achieved. They therefore suggested that the Govermnent should set up
appropriate government mnchinery to deal with the advancement of wumen. They
observed that development could never be achieved if the needs of women were
net fully taken into accouat. They regretted that no statistics were
availlable to measure whether the country had made progress, and hoped that
that shortcoming would be remedied in the third periodic report.

249, In his reply, the representative said that he would welcome practical
suggestions on the nature of the machinery that should be set up to assist in
th~ achievement of eguality.

Denmprk

250, The Committee considered the second periodic report of Deamark
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.14) at its 182nd meeting, on 28 January (see CEDAW/C/SR.182).

251. The represesntative of Demmark gave details on the progress that had been
made to achieve equality in her country since the completion of the second
periodic report in 1988. Denmark had celebrated the seventy-fifth anniversary
of the right of women to vote in 1990. She reported that 33 per cent of the
Danish parliament (the Folketing) were women and, at the municipal electioaus
in 1969, the percentage of seats held by women had iacreased from

23.8 per cent to 26.2 per ceat.

252, Responding to general questions posed by the members, the represestative
reported that the Equal Status Act of 1988 had strengthened the Equal Status
Council (ESC). ESC could request information from employers, employees and
their organizations, which had proved particularly useful, for example, in the
effort to achieve equal pay. She said that, in Demmark, equality work at the
official level was a very important issue on the political agenda. New goals
would be set once the Folketing had discussed the report that ESC had prepared
on equality., In the plan of action for equality im the administration, as
contained in that report, important goals had been set, such as finding ways
of successfully combining work and family life, improving the qualifications
of clerical personnel and appointing more women as managers. She added that a
project on equal pay would be continued.

253, Since 1986, when Denmark had presented its initial report, research on

women's issues had improved and much knowledge had been obtained by female
researchers. In the Nordic countries, research on women was & very important
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issue. The birth rate had decreased fyrom 70,802 live births per year ia 1970
€0 61,467 in 1989. The number of marriages was reported as 36,376 in 1970,
26,448 in 1980 and 32,080 in 1989, The number of divorces had increased
slightly from 9,524 ia 1970 to 14,717 in 1989, which represented a rate of
13.7 per 1,000 married couples in 1989. Data on the number of reported
offences of violence were not disaggregated by geader, but had shown a gradual
iacrease from 5,719 ian 1980 to 10,291 in 1989,

254, In response to a question as to whether there were any plans to amend the
Constitution to include entrenched equality provisions, the representative
stated that no plans were envisaged further to those described in the second
periodic report. The budget of ESC had been increased by 3 million Danish
kroner, which had emabled ESC to make special efforts in selected areas, such
as women in the decision-making process, equal pay, the possibility of
combining work and family life, equality in education and improving equality
in the public sector. For the years 1990 and 1991, DKr 1.8 million had been
allotted to ESC for special projects. The representative reported that the
second periodic report had been prepared by the Govermment of Demmark, the
Minigtry for Foreign Affairs and ESC; the entire govermment administration had
also been involved. Women's organizations had not been comsulted directly but
they were aware of the report and of the Couvention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women. The report had been discussed at a
meating of an international Equality Committee, held on 23 January 1991, at
which both women's organizations and the Folketing had been represented. The
report was being used to provide information on the work of ESC, and other
organizations were using it too. When the Convention had been ratified by
Denmark, it had been published in the same way as all legislation and, in
addition, in the annual report of ESC, together with the work of the
_Committee, The tenth anniversary of the Counvention had been mentioned in the
nevwsletter of ESC.

255. Women's organizations in Deamark, the represeatative reported, were very
interested in international work in EEC, particularly in the European women's
lobby. She also mentioned a growing interest in, and concern for, the
conditions of women in Eastern Europe. A Nordic forwnm had been held in 1988
and another was planned for 1994. She sald that, nationally and
internationally, the main concerns of the women's organizations were the
promotion of research on women, the study of women in the decision-making
process, the economic empowerment of women, the issue of equal pay and the
provision of day-care facilities. The umhrella organization of the Danish
Women's National Council received a subsidy from the Govermment of DKr 300,000
- a year. 'The Govermment provided funds for one employee of the Danisgh-Women's
Society and, in addition, gave subsidies to the women's organizations on an
‘irrvegular basis,

256. In response to a follow-up question on the membership of women's
organizations, the representative said that few young women had participated
in the Norxdic forum in 1988, but she considered that the lack of participatioan
had not been caused by a lack of interest but by the fact that women did not
feel affected by discrimination.

257. 1In responge to another question, the representative said that the 150

cases of pogitive discrimination that had been referred tc ESC had been
initiated by central govermmeant (specifically, the Ministry of Education),
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local government, enterprises and different institutions, such as employment
centres; none of the cases had been initiated by the trade uanions.

258. Regarding article 5, the represemtative explained that the goal of the
plan of action for children was to improve the conditions of children. The
subjects of day-care facilities, the right of parents to stay away from work
in order to take care of their children and the possibility of combining
family life and work were being examined. The provision of flexible working
hours for parents was one of the main issues in the general labour
agreements. The labour legislation entitled pareats to only one day's leave
at a time to care for a sick child, but that period was recognized as too
short and an attempt was being made to improve the general agreements to
increase such leave to 10 days a year. She said that Denmark had not yet
ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (General Assembly
resolution 44725, annex), but that ratification was imminent., In respoase to
a request for further information on the success of endeavours to make
equality a topic¢ in the media, she said that in the newspapers and on radio
and television, equality was often discussed. There were many female
journalists who eadeavoured to bring women's issues to the fcve, and ESC
‘published resuits and developments, particularly during conferences and
seminars. . - -

259, On article 6, data on the number of prostitutes were not available, but
the police did not consider that there had been an inciease. Part of the wotk
of the police and social services was coucerned with the preveation of
prostitution. As in all other countries, there ware connections between
prostitution and drug addiction, and prostitutior and the incidence of HIV
infection/AIDS. Several social programmes to deal with the problem of
progtitution had been undertaken both by local government and voluntary
groups, especially in the larger cities.

260. Responding to a further question on article 6, the representative said
that all types of women were involved in prostitution but made particular
mention of women from Greenland, who formed the largest single group and
experienced difficult social conditions in Demmark.

261. On article 7, the representative explained that the Act on Equality of
Men and Women in Appointing Members of Public Committees (1985) had had a
great effect, which was reflected in the fact that 38 per cent of State
committee members in 1990 were women, compared to 12.7 per cent before the Act
had been adopted. A new act on boards, adopted in 1990, required all
government services to appoint members of boards in the same way as had been
provided for committees in the Act of 1985, She reported that in some areas,
especially techmical ones, it had been difficult for organizations to appoint
women to committees. With the new act, private boards would be forced to
involve women wien the activities had a public dimension. Some parts of the
private sector found compliance difficult as there were not enough women at
the senior levels and, therefore, it would take time to dducate and to promote
them first before the provisions could be implemented. In response to a
question concerning the results of medical research on womsn as fighter pilots
and the necessity for such research, the representative said that the research
had not been concluded and was still in progress but it had been considered
necessary to measure the effects of strong acceleration on women physically.
The only area of the defence forces to which women were not admitted was that
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of training as fighter pilots but they could train as civil pilots. The
representative said, in response to a follow-up question on women's
participation in the Folketing and political parties, that women were
encouraged to enter politics and to vote for women, which had influenced the
inclusion of women in the lists of candidates for politival positions. The
women who were curreatly in the Folketing acted as role models for the younger
women.

262, On article 8, the representative stated that one woman was an ambassador
and some were in senior positions in the United Naotions system. No specific
details were given on the action takem by the Govermmest to encourage the
appointmeat of women to senior positions in the United Nations.

263. With regard to article 10, she said that the new forms of education and
structural reforms had been continued, with the iavolvement of the teachers'
trade unions. ESC would be publishing guidelines for educational institutions
to assist the education authorities in their work for equality. 1In most, if

--not all, schools, sex education was available but it was not compulsory. The
-form of the curricula and training of teachers for sex education was being

~ “considered. In response to a question on the significant difference in the
participation rates of men and women in apprenticeships, the representative

- --gaid that, to some extent, apprenticeships were available in trades
“traditionally associated with men. At the university level, special attention
had been given to counselling female studeats on careers that offered good

__ prospects for employment. The representative provided data on the perceutage

of women in education at various levels and in the lakbour market in 1988.
Woman accounted for 51.5 per cent of the students in basic courses and basic
vocational training and for 20.1 per cent of the students in apprenticeship
courges, Women accounted for 60.3 per cent of the studeats in courses leading
to a basic qualification. While 82,9 per ceat of those taking part in
short-term advanced education courses were women, only 44.6 per cent of those
in medium-term courses and 43.6 per cent of those in long-term advanced
courges werge women,

264. On article 11, the representative provided statistics with regard to the
conditions of employment and rates of participation in the labour force. The
percentages of womes in administrative posts at different levels were reported
for the public and private sectors. In the central adrinistration, women
represented 51 per cent of the parsomnel at the entry level, 37 per ceat at
.the middle level (academics) and 12 per cesnt at the leadership level.
Corresponding figures for the private sector were 63 per ceat, 25 per ceat and
11 per cent, respectively. The representative reported that the pay of
unskilled women was 89.4 per cent of the amount earned by unskilled men and,
at the official level, salaried women earmned 71,7 per ceant of the amount
earned by men. More men occupied managerial positions. She said that there
was still a noed to £ind an acceptable definition for "equal pay for work of
equal value" and that Denmark was following the code of EEC. The reasons
given for the inequality in pay levels were & persisting tendency towards a
gender-segregated structure of segments of the labour market, and the fact
that women tended to have shorter lemgths of service, to have spent less time
in education and to be concentrated in greater numbers in part-time jobs.
Those issues were main concerns of the Government, and ESC was carrying out
projects to identify and overcome the obstacles to achieving equality in pay.
The Nordic countries were collaborating to pool their knowledge and experience
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in order to overcome the problems, and a project on the gender segregation of
the labour market had recently been finished. The project on equal pay was
new and, therefore, no results could be reported yet.

265. In response to a question regarding part-time workers, the representative
said there was no discrimination against part-time workecs and that their
working conditions were the same as those of full-time workers except for
those who worked less than 15 hours a week. She reported that 36 per ceat of
the female employees were in part-time employment and most of those were
elderly women. Young women could not afford to be in part-time employment
because of the high cost of living. The standard working week for full-time
employment was 37 hours. The representative informed members that sexual
harasamant did occur and that it was against the provisions of the Act on
Equal Treatment between Men and Women, She said that a victim could claim
compensation in cases of harassment. Three cases had been brought before the
courts. In Denmark, the proportion of the female populatioa in the labour
force aged between 15 and 74 years had increased from 49.1 per cent in 1967 to
68.5 per cent in 1988. During the same period, the percentage of male
participation had fallen from 86 per cent in 1967 to 81 per cent in 1988. In
1988, women represented 45.8 per ceant of the total labour force. The data on
unemployment showed that the average number of unemployed persons had risen
over recent years. In 1987, 87,257 men and 126,154 women (representing

5.9 per cent and 9.8 per cent in the labour force, respectively) were
unemployed. By 1989, those figures had risen to 120,000 men and 145,000 women
(8.0 per cent and 11.1 per cent, respectively). Women's participation in the
labour market was increasing, but the risk of unemployment was for women
larger than it was for men. Responding to a guestion on whether any special
measures existed to reduce the higher percentage of women who were unemployed,
the representative said that several programmes had been set up for both women
and men to improve their qualifications in order to reduce the risk of
unemployment., Such programmes had had some success but, in general, there was
an insufficient number of jobs.

266, Improvements to the Equal Opportunities Act and the Equal Pay Act, in
1988 and 1989 respectively, had been introduced to safeguard the interests of
pregnant women employees and to preveat their dismissal solely on the grounds
of pregnancy. An important condition of employment for women was the
avallability of entitlements in comnection with confinement. In Denmark,
women had the right to a maternity leave of 4 or 8 weeks before childbirth and
of 24 weeks afterwards, in accordance with the recommended 6-month
breast-feeding period. 1In addition, a father had the right to a leave of 14
days after the birth of the child; approximately 50 per cent of the fathers
took that leave. The last 10 weeks of the leave could be shared between the
parents or be taken only by the father; however, the rapresentative reported
that only 3 per cent of the fathers took advantage of their right to take such
leave. The entitlement to full salary during maternity leave had recently
become part of the collective agreement for civil servants and was also the
case in several areas in the private sector. Social benefits were available
to those who did not have the right to full pay during maternity leave. The
provision of full salary during maternity leave was considered a way of
encouraging men to take paternal leave and of avoiding a loss of income to the
femily. The issue of parental leave, in connection with the question of
combining work and family life, was very important in Danish scciety. If
women were to obtain equality in the labour market, men had to participate in
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the work at home. The represeantative coucluded by stating that great changes,
such as the introduction of f£lexibility, were required in the labour market in
ovder to safeguard the needs of parents and thus achieve progress towards
equality in society.

267. Deunmark had 29 equality consultants who organized courses for the unions
and the employers' organizations in order to improve the conditions of women's
employment. The work of the consultants was essential to show the
consequences of gender-segregation in the labour warket and the impact of that
segregation on the salary levels of women and men. The represeantative
_ considered that the change in the way salaries were negotiated in the labour
‘market, for oxample, the removal of indexing of salaries, had contributed to
the increase in the difference between the average incomes of women and of men
since the initial report had been considered. The representative said that
.general recommendation No. 13 (eighth session, 1989) had been used in job
~avaluation oxercises, and the value of qualifications had been carefully
studied. The removal of the prejudice that the value of women's work and the
rrrrr —qualifications of women were lower than those of men was closely connected
~with the abolition of the gender-segregated labour market and the achievement
“of equal pay. The main issues were remuneration as negotiated by the social
‘partuer, the way in which the legislation was enacted and the evidence from
'f,statistics.,ﬂﬂ_fﬁfﬁ - -

268. Continuing on article 11, the representative reporied that there were
271,929 Gay-care and child-care places available, to which parents contributed

" approximately 20 per cent of the total expenses. She said that although
Denmark had the highest number of day-care places per capita in the world,
6 per cent of the children aged from zero to six years did not have a place.

269, Data were requested for the following report on the number of womea who
were heads of companies and on the measures to assist women in setting wup
-small businesses.

270. On article 12, data were not available ou the incidence of violence
between married couples. There were 34 crisis centres, located mainiy in the
larger cities. The number of reported rape cases had rigen slightly from 422
-in 1980 to 527 in 1989 but the increase was attributed to the improved
treatment of rape victims and the easier access to soclial services, which had

—resulted in more cases-being reported, The representative said that the
increased economic independence of women made them less vulnerable to domestic
violence, and they had more opportunity to leave and seek help or to obtain a
divorce. The number of HIV-infected persons was about 5,000 and the aumbor of
AIDS cases was about 700, of whom 50 were women. The number of abortions had
been stable over the last five to six years. Approxzimately 21,000 abortioms
‘were performed in 1988. Research was being undertaken to identify the reasouns
for the abortions and to attempt to reduce the number that were performed.

271, On acrticle 13, the representative confiymed that the income of married
women was toaxed independently of that of their husbands. The standard amount
of maintenance to be provided for children was the same for either parent.
Similarly, if the non-custodial parent earned more than DKr 230,000, he or she
had to provide an increased amount of maintepance.
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272. In response to a question on a woman's right to own farm land, under
article 14, the representative stated that all property, including farm land,
could be owaed by women.

273, On article 16, she said that partners living together had to support each
other as far as social security, but not as far as taxation, was concerned.
The allocation of maintenance upon separation depended on the amounts the
couples had earned and the length of time for which they had been married.
Maintenance was allocated for 10 years; previously it had corresponded to the
length of the marriage, which had reflected the greater economic dependence of
women. Upon a couple's separation, some pension rights, such as those under
personal pension schemes, were shared, while others, such as employment
pensions, were usually maintained by the coatributor.

274. She said that it was possible that the number of de facto unions had
increased. The normal pattera, however, was for partners to live together and
then marry immediately before or after the birth of the first child for
reasons of custody and their concern to provide the children with role models
for both sexes by having both parent:s share the responsibility of the family.
She said that the family unit remained stable as there had been little change
in the divorce rate. Care of the children was a priority issue for parents
who were striving to increase the time they could spend with their childrea
and improve their standard of living. The Goverument's priorities were aimed
at improving conditions for children.

275. Members commented that much of the progress had taken place in the public
sector and asked if as many efforts were being made in the private sector.

The representative replied that emphasis had been placed on the public sector
and progress had been significant. It was easier to develop legislation in
the public sector because of the influence of the female members of the
Folketing and the fact that many women were employed in the public sector.

The Govermment hoped that the private sector would follow the example that had
been set by the public sector.

276, Members congratulated the Governmment on their achievements and on the
preparation of the second periodic report while noting that efforts were still
needed to remove gender-segregation from the labour market and to enable women
to combige their work and family life.

Eortugal

277, In accordance with a decision of the pre-session working group (see
chap. II, sect. G), the Committee considered both the second and third
pericdic reports of Portugal (CEDAW/C/13/Add.22 and Corr.l and
CEDAW/C/18/Add.3) at its 183rd meeting, on 29 January (see CEDAW/C/SR.183).

278. The representative of Portugal stated that the legislation of Fortugal
was generally egalitarian, asd in many respects advanced, and therefore
attention should be given to the de facto situation of women. She pointed to
positive indicators characterizing the situation of women during the reportiang
period. 1In 1989, women had constituted 42 per ceunt of the labour force and
over 50 per cent of those attending school. 1In 1986/87, 58 per cent of the
graduates of secondary school and 53 per cent of university graduates had been
women. In those professions that had been open to women only after the
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revolution, such as diplomacy or the judiciary, women currently constituted
10.5 per ceat of diplomats, 14.2 per cent of judges and 26.7 per ceat of
public attorneys. Women continued to choose noa-traditional areas of
education such as law, social science, commerce and business administration,
information and documentation, natural and exact sciences, mathematics,
computer and wedical sciences.

279, Critical areas to be daalt with, however, included: Aiscrimination in
employment; sexual harassment at the workplace; domestic violence: lack of
support structures to reconcile family and professional responsibilities; and
difficulties in obtaining real matermity protection for those o. short-term
contracts. She described a variety of programmes, measures and activities
that had been elaborated by the Goverament and the equality commissions to
redress the effects of discrimination and to establish de facto eguality.

280. In response to a general question regarding the restructuring of the
Commission on the Status on Women, she stated that the restructuring had not
-been complated although it was at an advanced stage., Members expressed the
~hope that the ongoing restructuring would give more power to the Commission
for the implementation of its objectives described in the second periodic
report, Replying to a follow-up guestion, the represeantative stated that
. there were examples of good cooperation of the Commission with
anon~governmental organizations represeanting a broad spectrum of political
opinions and views.

281. In response ty a follow-up question, the representative stressed the need
for further work for equality among both adults and young people. The latter
often had no experience of their own, and therefore were not aware of the
problem uatil they faced it, for example, in the labour market or in the
family.

-282. Regarding article 2, the represeacative replied that, although it was not
possible to state with certainty whether the Convention had been directly
invoked before the courts. its articles related to employment bad been cited
in the opinions on complaints related to discrimination of the Commigsion for
Equality in Work and Employment. Those legal opinions, after being approved

: by a tripartite commission and publicized, could be used further by either
complainants or trade unions for the presesntation of cases in courts.

283. Respondiung to questions on article 3, the representative stated that the
Commission cn the Status of Women had a consultative status and no enforcement
powers; it had a global mandate and was responsible to the Prime Minister.
Its budget was very small and amounted to 0.003 per cent of the State budget,
excluding the social security budget, which was autonomous. She pointed out,
however, that there were also other mechanisms for equality, with differeat
budgets and mandates, linked to various institutions (such as the parliament
or the Ministry of Employment). With referemnce to the Global and
Intersectoral Plan for Equality that had been proposed by the Commission to
the Goverrmeant in 1990, the following areas of activity had been identified:
culture, education and professional training; work and employment; health;
social security; recomciliation of professional, social and family
rvasponsibilities; promotion of the participation of women in civic,

political and public life, including the decision-making processes; and
vulnerable women (imcluding women who were single heads of household, migraunt
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women, female victims of prostitution, women in detention). With regard to
the situation of elderly women, reference was made to a publication entitled
“Women aud aging", which had been elaborated and disseminated by the
Commission. The publication coutained information on women's retiremeat
benefits; pensions and economic resources; educational and cultural
opportunities; and means of social integration. Reference was also made to
the issue of old-age benefits, which were the same for both men and women.
Concerning questions on migrant women, she described some specific training
courses aimed at the improvement of their qualifications, and their
integration into the labour market, which had been supported by the Commission
on the Status of Women end a number of Portuguese and European institutious.
Twelve courses in such areas as embroidery, tapestry and cooking had beeu held
in 1988789 in five European countries. Similar courses would be held in 1991
in seven Europaan couutries. The selection of traditional fields of training
was Getermined by the usually low level of education and poor qualificatioas
of the trainees. The courses were accompanied by the provision of
complementary information on women's rights, cultural identity, management and
creativity. It was stated that the Commission on the Status of Womean had no
branches abroad and therefore it had limited possibilities to assist migrant
women abroad.

284. Responding to questions under article 4, the representative stated that
some special measures had been implemented in the area of professional
training for women. She explained that a proposal to include a clause on
temporary measures in the Constitution, promoted by wemen's organizations, had
been rejected on strictly legal grounds, as the eantire Comnvention, upon its
ratification, had become an integral par. of domestic Portuguese law.

285. In relation to article 5, the representative clarified that existing laws
(Decree Law 330/90) did not contain any provisions aimed specifically at the
protection of the image of women, but prohibited any publicity against the
"dignity of the human being" that would "coptain any discrimination on the
grounds of race or sex". Financial sanctions were provided to penalize
vacancy announcements of a sexist nature (Decree Law 491/85). Activities of
the Commission at the Ministry of Employment included information campaigns
addressed to advertisers in the mass media, oftem leading to the submission of
complaints to the Advertising Council. With regard to changes in attitudes
and traditional sex roles, she said that there were some signs of improvement,
such as the tendency for women to have broader rather than traditional
aspirations, the diversification of women's choices in the educational and
professional fields, and the greater sharing of household and family
responsibilities between men and women. Two studies had beem initiated by the
Commission in order to evaluate the situation. With regard to questions on
sexual harassment, she said that the law had no special provisions for such
behaviour and that there was a need to define sexual harassment in order to
adjust legal measures to combat it. The matter had been included in one of
Commission's proposals to the Govermment. The recent study on sexual
harassment had concluded that it was a serious problem that oftem had
consequences for the health and working capacity of women, their ability to
find jobs and their family life. Women felt that they had no formal support
and often did not complain, either asswning that it would be useless or
fearing the consequences if they did so. With regard to pornography, she said
that it was subject to certain legal regulations limiting the exhibition, sale
of and access to pornographic goods, including films. In respouse to a



question on violence against women, she said that the issue had not yet been
the subject of national studies and there were no provisions to create womea's
shelters by the State. According to the latest data collected by the
Commission's information centres, 30 per cent of the cases brouyht to their
attention ingluded the dimension of violence against women, particularly in
the family. In order to raise awareness, the Commission had elaborated and .
distributed two brochures and three leaflets on the subject.

286. Regarding article 6, she said that Portugal had not yet become a party to
the Coavention for the Suppression of the Traffic ia Persons and of the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others (Gemeral Assembly resolution
317 (1vV)), but the subject had been studied with the intention of ratifying
‘that Convention. A brochure on the subject had been published by the
Commission in order to raise the awareness of women. In roply to a follow-up
question, she admitted that there were difficulties in collecting information
on prostitution and indirectly interveaing. The importance of prevention
through information and assistance was emphasized.

”'287.'Responding to questions on article 7, the representative confirmed that,

" despite some political declarations, namely by the Prime Minister, on the need

‘to increase women's political participation, there were no quotas for women.
-‘8he referred to the quotation from the report (CEDAW/C/18/Add.3, para. 18)
‘that "politics is a world of power and, as such, remains a masculine
preserve". The existing statistics showed that out of the 61 members of the
__Government, 4 were women (the Ministers of Budget, Culture, Public
Administration and Regional Development); there was no woman in the Council of
State; only one female judge out of 13 judges in the Constitutional Court; and
female parliamentarians constituted 10 per cent of the membership of
_Parliament. Ia order to improve the situation, the Commission had proposed
‘some measures focused on three main objectives: eztension of knowledge on the
aeffective participation of women at all levels of political life:
identification and eradication of the obstacles; and promotion of women's
participation in public administration, political parties and trade unions, in
particular in posts subject to political nominations at the national and
internutional levels. The measures had also included the possibility of
introducing into educational programmes the topic of political participation
‘as a requirement for democracy, the creation of a roster of qualified women
and ‘an information campaign to raise consciousness.

288, Responding to a question on the law regulating the rights of women's
organizations, she said that there were only general rules concerning all
non-governmental organizations. A new law on the rights of women's
organizations, which had been proposed to Parliament on 8 March 1989 by women
of all parties, had a purely political meaning as the draft did rot include
any financial provisiouns. However, since 1988, the budget of the Commission
had been increased by some additional resources that were meant to support
women's organizations in consultative status with the Commission.

289. In response to a follow-up question with regard to the participation of
women in decision-making, the role of women's networks was emphasized. She
observed that it was often easier to improve the situation at the national
lovel than at the local level.
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290. In response to a question under article 8, she said that a high official
of the United Nations had promised to provide the Cummission with updated
inforxmation on existing vacancies so that candidates could be actively sought.

291. Referring to questions on article 10, she stated that the educational
programmes aimed at promoting the diversificationm of choices for women in
education iacluded:

(a) A campaign organized under the auspices of the Ministry of Education
directed to all secondary schools advising girls of new professional optioag,
which was supported by writtean and audio-visual macerial;

(b) A camraign organized by the Commission and the Institute of
Employment and Professional Training entitled "Technical professions -
profesrions with a future".

292. In addition, training activitles for vocational counsellors and
professional guidance officers had been organized by the Commission. Pilot
courses in non-traditional areas, such as management, electricity, plumbing
and computers, had been organized by various institutions, Progress had been
achieved in professional training as a result of the positive measures
undertaken since 1988, as indicated by the degree of participation of women in
two of the training schemes. Participation had increased from 17.2 and

23 per cent in 1986 to 41.1 and 33 per cent in 1989, respectively. The
representative admitted that there was no systematic way of monitoring
progress in womean's education and training although the percentage of girls
attending schools was generally high, and the Institute of Employment and
Professional Training had been making reports on professional training,

293. With regard to the issue of elderly women and illiteracy, she said that
there were literacy programmes for all citizens, independent of gender. There
were, however, more women in adult literacy courses because of the higher
percentage of illiterate women in society. With regard to the project for
non~-sexist education and training for teachers, she referrad to the first
stage of the project eantitled “Change of attitudes", which had been discussed
in detail in the second periodic report, and to a specific project entitled
“Education for equality", which had been carried out in 1988 by a higher
school of education. The Commission had been involved in implementing both
parts of the project, which was part of the European Community network. With
regard to the high percentage of women teachers in kindergartens and grammar
schools compared with the low percentages at higher level educational
institutions, she noted that such a tendency had been apparent in many
countries and had its roots in the prevailing traditional roles relating to
child care and in the low prestige and low salaries associated with those
professions. However, a slight improvemeat had been noted. In 1984/85

92.2 per cent of women teachers had been at the primary level and

27.9 per cent at the third level; in 1986/87 the percentages had been 92.2 and
31.0, respectively.

294. Turning to questions under article 11, the representative stated that,
although the situation of elderly women differed according to their status and
income, pensions were geserally low. With regard to part-time work regimes
for civil servants with dependants or with children under 12 years of age,
information was provided on an administrative instruction that was meant to
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clacify that regime and adapt it to Law 4/84. That instruction on part-time
work had not been addressed to wamen, however, but to both men and women. She

- said that part-time work was unot a major problem in Portugal, as it involved
ounly 6.4 per cent of employed women.

295. She said that social support structures for children, which, according to
the Constitution should be provided by the State, were not sufficient,
particularly nurseries for children below three years of age. In smaller
communities, family assistance and day-care mothers were of basic importance,
but in practice some parents had no access to such facilities. In terms of
“~gquality in work and employment, reference was made to Decree Laws 392/79 and
426788 which were being applied in both the private and publie sectors. She
said that a systematic, coherent programme of positive action had been applied
since 1988 ia the . area of professional training of women, which took the
form of:

S (a) Incentives to employers who iutegrated orrgrained women in
'“'Ttraditionally masculxnewproﬁessions: R - -

" (b) F;nancial support to women who created their own employment or jobs
_for other_women. Some of those programmes had been complemented by other

~ . _measures, such as the financing of day nurseries. She noted that in spite of

national and international standards, real wage differentials remained at the
~ same level: in 1988 and in 1989, the pay of women amounted te 78.1 per cent
“and 76.7 per cent, respectively, of that of men.

- 296. Turning to the issue of fathers taking parental leave, no data were
“-available, 7radition and wage differentials were mentloned as factors that
‘detormined who would take paremtal leave. With regard to the impact on
women's employment of the country's entry into the Common Market, both the

- positive and negative aspects were mentioned. The positive effects included
professional training and the potentially greater opportunities of
-employment. The unemploymeant rate in Portugal had become one of the lowest in

--Burope. However, womex- constituted two thirds of all unemployed persons and
many women were working under short~-term contracts, With regard to a question

--concerning domestic workers, it was stated that their status was gueranteed hy

“law and they were therefore assured of some social rights,

297. Referring to questions under article.l1l2, she said that advice on
contraceptives and family planning was legally provided to young people in
family planning centres that had been established specifically for youth and,
where those did not exist, in centres for the general population. Since 1979,
the Commission had conducted several campaigns on the issue addresse¢d to both
men and women. All forms of contraception were freely available and some were
partly subsidized by the State if prescribed by a private doctor. As regards
ebortion, Law No. 6/84 provided for situatiouns in which abortion was allowed.
Detailed information on the subject had been provided in the first periodic
report. ‘There were no statistics on the subject and the promotion of a study
on the implementation of that law was under consideration. In reply to a
follow-up question, she confirmed that thore was & lack of information on the
incidence of abortion, particularly those which were clandestine. With regard
to AIDS, she said that special programmes werxe targeted at both men and women
including campaigns to promote an awareness of the problem of women and AIDS.
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However, it had been noted recently that, as in other countries, the numbor of
infected women was growing faster than that of men,

298, On article 13, she said that although there were no specific legal or
other provisions for a single parent, the social support scheme, described in
the second periodic report, had been applied in practice to any pareat.

299, Turniag to article 14, the importance of the issue of rural womea was
stressed. The represeantative drew attention to various programmes for rural
women that had been conducted by the Commission, which comprised professional
training in management, cooperative organization and marketing, as well as
basic education, literacy and family planning. The high percentage of womesn
farm workers was partly attributable to the fact that the spouse of a farmer,
regularly working on the farm, would be coasidered by law as an indepeadeat
worker and, as such, entitled to all social security rights. The law had beea
introduced in January 1987 in accordance with a Buropean Community directive
concerning independent workers in the agricultural sector. She said that
‘there were no data available on the number of companies that had been formed.
by husband and wife, nor were studies available on the situation of women
participating in such companies. It was assumed that they provided equal
-opportunities to both partmers. With regard to the unpaid work of women, she
said that work that was regarded as domestic work was not included in the
national accounts. Women working in family enterprises were sometimes not
remunerated even if they were considered independent workers for social
security purposes. They accounted for 4.2 per cent of the total aumber of
women workers.

300. In reply to gquestions raised under article 16, she said that, in terms of
both constitutional principles and civil law, both spouses had the same duty
to contribute to the maintenance of the family, although their contributions
could take different forms, such as work in the house or education of the
children, In ovder to facilitate such pareatal roles without prejudice to
economic independence, a variety of measures, such as flexible working hours
and special openang hours, could be helpful. In addition, the Commission had
undertaken, together with nom-governmental organizations, information
campaigns on the issue of sharing family tasks.

301. She said that the physical ill-treatment of a spouse would be subject to
criminal proceedings defined by the Penal Code. However, she said that it was
the intention of the Government to tackle the issue of wife-battering and
domestic violence against women by awareness-raising, providing various forms
of assistance to women, including provision for economic independence, and
changing fundamental attitudes.,

302. The Committee commended the representative for the clear and subgtantive
presentation and emphasized the value of the practical approach being takea to
translate the Conveantion into the promotion of de facto equality.

Austria

303. The Committee considered the second periodic report of Austria
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.27) at its 184th meeting, on 29 January (see CEDAW/C/SR.184).
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304. The representative of Austrxia, in introducing the report, said that the
questions put by members not only clarified matters, but also provided an
impulse for a more precise implementation of the Convention in future. She
stated that Austria had been trying for many years to promote the Comnittee's
work and to create better conditions under which the Committee could carry out
its difficult task.

305. The representative highlighted the most important events that had takea
place since the periodic report was completed in early 1989, One developmeat
was the 1990 amendment to the Equal Treatment Act, which gave employed women
_ . an increased promotion, as well as protection against discriminatioa. While
- the programme for the advancement of female civil servants had played a
pioneering role in identifying qualified woxrk for women, discussions had also
been held with private employers during the preceding two years in order to
“‘develop similar promotion for women in the private sector. A second
"~ ‘development was the targeted measures in the fields of family and social
_policy in order to streangthean the gharing of responsibilities between
"2 _.gpouses. The package of measures concerning the family, which was adopted in
1990, provided women and men with the choice of taking paid pareatal leave for
= —-up to two years, including the possibility of taking a third year of paid
" leave if part-time work had been undertaken during the second and the third
~—~ ~years. In addition, the penal law had beon reformed to include a provision
‘that marital rape was a sexual offence. A provision had been adopted under
the Youth Welfare Act that automatically gave unmarried mothers custody of

-~ —--their children.. Legal provisions had been made concerning genetic and
reproduction technologies, which were intended to prevent the emploitation of
___the reproductive cepacities of women.

306. She said that women were more visible in politics than they had been in
. the past, and several political parties had set quotas for the representation
of women., After the most recent elections, the percentage of women members of
" the National Assembly was 21.3, which was higher than the Eurxopean and global
average., Other important measures against discrimination included efforts to
overcome social stereotypes in all areas and awareness-raising campaigns for
girls and their paremts. Most recently, the position of State Secretary for
‘Women's Affairs had been upgraded to that of Federal Minister for Womea's
- Affairs. ‘The goals of a progressive policy for the elimination of
discrimination could only be achieved, she seid, through an intensgive
~"collaboration with all the ministries.
'.'121»77,‘:,' lme o Lo i - - e ;
307, Responding to gemeral questions posed by members, the representative
neted that a number of institutions and mechanisms were responsible for the
implementation of equality policies, including the Equal ‘Treatment Commission,
women's units at the governmental and non-governmental level and focal points
for women at the municipal level. The Federal Minister for Women's Affairs
bad the ceutral coordinatiang and supervisory role.

308, Responding to additionmal commeats, the representative said that the
Ministry for Women's Affairs was part of the Federal Chancellor's Office.
Although there was currently more political visibility, the institutional
structure had to be built up and financial and human resources secured.

309. Several large organizations of women, political parties and semi-official
organizations had been consulted in the preparation of the second periodic
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report. A more intensive cooperation with women's organizations had not been
possible owing to logistical constraints. She said that the Division for
Basic Women's Issues in the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs had
a koy position within that Ministry. General budget cuts had been imposed oun
all ministries, but budgets for women's programmes had been increased in the
years 1990 and 1991. Inter-ministerial working parties on women's issues met
regularly in the Federal Chancellery at least twice a year, chaired by the
Federal Minister for Women's Affairs, to discuss important women's issues and
to decide on their implementation. Some of the working parties nad a fixed
wmembership, others were established on an ad hoc basis. All ministries were
regularly informed about all legislative proposals, Since all the decigions
of the Council of Ministers were taken by consensus, the Federal Minister for
Women's Affairs could preveat any measures that counstituted aany type of hidden
discrimination.

310. Several studies and surveys were periodically carried out to evaluate
goverament policies on the status of women in all areas of socio-economic
concern. A large-scale study had been carried out on the results of the
programme for the promotion of women in the civil service. Another example
was a study on the results of measures in connection with medical check-ups
during pregnancy and the first year of the child's life. _ L

311, The representative said that the issue of removing Austria's reservation
concerning the right of women to do military service had not been seriously
-discugssed at the ministerial level, which reflected an opinion that was
corroborated by the current political situation in the world. The Austrian
Central Statistical Office, trade unions and non-goverumental organizations
had been publishing, since the beginning of the United Nations Decade for
Womens Equality, Development and Peace (1976-1985), gender-disaggregated
statistics and statistical indicators to show differences in the status of
women,

312, Uander article 2, she said that sexism in the media, in business and in
industry was a major concern of the Advisory Council on Sexism within the
Federal Chancellery. The Council assisted women in filing complaints. As its
decisions were not legally binding, the reactions of industry and the media
had been varied, and in some cases the Federal Minister for Women's Affairs
had had to interveme in her personal capacity. Complaints lodged against the
Austrian Broadcasting and Television Corporation were, in addition to the
other mechanisms, handled by a special arbitrationm council. Currently, a bill
was being discussed that would allow women to bring before the courts cases of
sexist advertising. Concerning sexual offences, the most important new
provisions of the penal law concerned a new definition of rape as an offence
if it was perpetrated within marriage or & cohabital union and a provision to
prohibit the offending spouse from eantering the marital home for up to three
months. The representative said that the Coanvention and the work of the
Committee had been disseminated in Austria in general, and was being iancluded
in the education curricula and put on the agenda of seminars for civil
servants.

313. Referring to the Advisory Council on Sexism and the question as to how

sexual bias in literature could be eliminated without interfering with the
freedom of the press, the representative said that a balance had to be found
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between the freedom of the arts and the dignity of women, and a bill was being
prepared to provide for collective action.

314. Referring to article 3, she said that the iiaison women in each ministry
were part of a working party, which had an advisory function and could make
proposals as to how equality of treatment could be achieved. An evaluation of
the entire promotion programme, including the role of the liaison women and
their impact on women in civil service, had been carried out. She said that
immigrant and refugee women in Austria enjoyed the same fundamental rights and
freedoms as all other citizems and she highlighted specific labour market
policies to assist them. Preference was given to wumarried immigrant and
refugee mothers with children in the allocation of resources and shelter.

315. Under article 3, in reply to the question as to how the many refugee
women were integrated into the employment market, she said that the living
couditions of migrant women were not the most favourable, and more needed to
) be dona.

316, In relation to article 4, she noted that, in spite of the rathex loang

- period for which de jure equality of women had existed in Austria, there was
still a need for temporary special measures. Affirmative action programmes
‘had benn set up at the foderal and provincial level for women in the civil
service and in some private companies. The equal treatment law, currently
being drafted, foresaw quotas for women in public service. All ministers werxe
- -obliged to report at periodic intervals on promotion measures.

317. Referring to guestions under article 5, she said that women were stroagly
underrepresented in the electronic media and their image was not positive.
Women's problems were marginalized, and stereotypes and traditional role
models still prevailed although their elimination was one of the targets of
the education policy. Private and public employers were not allowed to make
reference to the sex of the applicant in their job announcements. However, no
authority could impose sanctions on the media regarding the choice of
television programmes. As regards the implementation of the proposals made by
the Commission on School Reform, studies had been commiesioned in the fields
of informatics and mathematics to identify gender-specific treands, and
initiatives were being promoted to motivate girls to move into non-traditional
fields.

318. Regarding comments under article 5 referring to non-sexist language, the
representative said that, in 1987, a study had been made on the linguistic
equal treatment of women in public service. It had been difficult to
implement its recommendations as they also concerned titles in the
administrative hierarchy and criticism had been voiced. 1In answer to comments
on the fact that the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra consisted entirely of men,
gshe said that the Orchestra was part of an association and, as such, could not
be affected by the provisions of a federal law governing conditions of
employment.

319. The new law, which gave spouses the choice as to who would take parental

leavs, made a valuable contribution to the implementation of the principles of
equal treatment of women and men and of partmership in raising children.
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320. On article 6, as to whether nothing could be done to include prostitutes
as well in the social security coverage, the representative said that
prostitutes had to be registered and undergo regular physical check-ups and
wore free to take out private health insurance. Her goal, huwever, was to
provide mandatory health and pension insurance coverage for prostitutes as
they were obliged to pay tax.

321. Regarding article 7, she said that women's groups within political
parties were not subsidized by the Governmeant, but by the parties councerned.
Governmental departments provided subsidies to specific programmes, and some
ministries had sizeable special budgets to subsidize non-goveramental women's
groups and women's projects. Independent associations were more likely to
receive funding if their progects were relevant to societal 1ssues. The
representative intended to increase cooperation between women's organizations
and also to make more funds available. It could be assumed that more women
were taking part in political life as a result of their higherx participation
in the recent elections. However, women's representation in the higher levels
of political leadership was not commensurate with the percentage of their -
participation in political parties. As to the percentage of women at the
provincial level, ehe said that on the municipal council of Vienrna, women
accounted for 30 per cent of the membership, but in other provinces of Austria
the percentage of women varied between only 6 and 10 per cent.

322. On article 8, the representative said that the percentage of women in the
diplomatic service was increasing, and a special unit had been set up to deal
with the possible problems of women when they were transferred abroad.

323, Referring to questions under article 10, the representative said that the
university curricula were the autonomous responsibility of the universities.
However, some influence could be exercised through other institutions. Since
1988, there had been a chair for women's studies at the University of
Innsbruck, and two subjects dealing with women's studies had recently been
introduced at two Austrian universities. For several years, womea carrying
out higher studies had been moving into traditionally male fields. In law,
general medicive and veterinary medicine, womea accounted for about

50 per cent or more of the students. But that tendency was not yet notxceable
in the technical-mechanical fields., In primary schools, coeducational
handicraft courses were taught to boys and girls, and efforts were being made
to educate girls in informatics and mathematics, Home economics were
mandatory for both sexes. B8chool programmes on partmership attitudes and
equality between women and mem currestly had only the character of suggestioas,

324. In the context of article 11, she said that recent amendments to the
Unemployment Insurance Act concerned a wider coverage of the minimum guarantee
regarding unemployment bemefit and emergency assistance, especially for groups
that had never been covered by such benefits in the past. She thought that
the reason why only 20 per cent of employed women returned to their jobs after
one year of maternity leave seemed to be the scarcity of child-care centres.
The percentage differed between urban and rural areas. It was to be assumed
that the situation would change with the new law regarding parental leave.

Any person who was professionally discriminated against on the grounds of sex
could appeal to the Equal Treatment Commission or file a complaint in court.
The sentences of the Commission or court judgements had to be published in the
official gazette of the Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs. The
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recent amendment to the Equal Treatment Code had introduced a shift in the
burden of proof. A further possibility of recourse for women was the Equal
Opportunity Ombud.

325, Membexs presumed that the prohibition of night work for women was also
related to the protective laws for women workers. The represeatative stated
that Austria was currently not planning to withdraw its reservation regarding
the prohibition of night work for women, especially as there were already a
number of exceptions to it. The representative said further that Austria took

. the view that night work should be forbidden for male workers also because it
_‘was detrimental to health. Exceptions should only be made for some

" “professions in certain circimstances where it was absolutely necessary and

_unavoidable.

- 326, Refarring to a guestion on the level of women's wages in comparison to

- -those of men, the representative said that the medium net wages of men were

21 per cent higher than those of women. In the c¢ivil service, men earned

— -7 per cent more than women; in the private sector, mea in blue-collar jobs
—earned 35 per ceant more than women, and in white-collar jobs, men earned
7.738 pex cent more then women. “Since 1982, job evaluation studies had been made

using gender—neutral ctiteria.,

© 327, On articla 11, members noted a contradiction in the report: on the oune

‘hand, that certain measures had been taken "in respect of harmonizing

~ —professional and family responsibilities" and, on the other, that only one

fifth of employed women returned to their jobs after one year of maternity
“leave. Positive comments, however, were made by members on the programme for

_-—kindergartens. . Ia reply to questions regarding the type of action that was
. intended to be taken, she said that more child-care facilities existed in

Vienna than elsewhere in Austria. Therefore, she thought that other communal
‘authorities should also make available and earmark resources for the
*constxuction of. nutseries and kiandergartens,

-328. Referring to questions as to how housshold work, which normally was not
“ghown in national statistics, was evaluated, she said that discussions were
--bedng held concerning a bill that would allow the inclusion of the years . spent

“'zon child rearing in the computation for retirement age and retirement

rbenefits. Regarding the question as to what was being done to make the new
—law concexrning parental leave more attractive for men and to raise their
-awareness of it, the representative said that publicity campaigns had been
-carriad out and press conferences organized, at which fathers who had already
=taken parental leave were-invited to share their experiences with others. The
~regulacions for maternity and parental leave were differeant in public service
-apd in.private.enterprises. As the difference in wages for women and men was
a fact, the intention was to iuvolve the social partnership in the problem aud
Lo extend the .programmes of equality co the local authorities.

329. Begarding arLicle 12, she said that the perpetratore of violence against
women were mostly the husbands of the victims, and sometimes elder soms. The
‘incidence of violence was increasing, partly because of the breakdown of
existing taboos against reporting such acts and partly because of a possible
increase in the number of offences. The most rocent figures on the number of
cases of AIDS were 429 men and 81 women. The number of female AIDS patients
as a result of heterosexzual contacts was continuously increasing., She hoped
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that the information campaign addressed to the entire population would lead to
a change in behaviour. Members said that they would welcome learning of the
results of the study that had been commissioned on the incidence of violence
in the family. They asked whether violence against minors was a crime or an
offence and why its incidence was so high,

330, Turning to article 14, she said that, since 1990, the problems of rural
women had been dealt with by an advisory council for rural women. The
situation of women in rural areas varied according to region. Generally they
had equal access to health care, but because of a heavy workload and a
consequent shortage of time, some could not avail themselves of medical care
and treatmeat.

331, As regards questions under artic¢le 16, the representative said that
family allowances were paid on the basis of family allowance cards. In the
case of dispute, the spouse who took principal care of the children was
entitled to receive the allowance. The family and partner counselling
services were subsidized from public funds and dealt mainly with family
planning, the economic and social problems of pregnant women, general family
matters and sexual and other partmership issues. In all, there wexre 225
family counselling services in Austria. As a result of the amendment to the .
Youth Welfare Act, she said that it was the unmarried mother who was given
care of a child bora out of wedlock rather than the Youth Office.
Furthermoxe, children born out of wedlock were given the same inheritance
rights as children bora within wedlock, and the surviving spouse could
continue living in the shared home. No special law regulated the status of
unmarried women living in consensual unions. However, the provisions of
several laws, such as the Rent Act, the Penal Law and the Penal Procedural
Act, gave the unmarried partner in a union the same rights as a married onme.

332, Members expressed appreciation for the report, for the information that
had been provided on the most recent laws, and for the detailed and frank
answers. They emphasized the systematic and deceatralized work of Austria for
the advancement of women and the positive actions that had been taken to
enhance the position of women. They noted the improvement of the status of
women in many areas and commended the efforts taken to stop sexism in
advertisiag.

333. Members felt that the progress that had been achieved by Austria in the
advancement of women demonstrated the country's rolitical will to achieve
equality. Furthermore, its recognition of remaining obstacles was an
important step towards further success. However,; changes should be undertaken
with great care in orxder to avoid the danger of a backlash, especially in the
private sector, As Austria was a host country for sessions of the Committee
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, it was suggested that
Austria should not ouly publicize the Coanvention, but also become a centre for
training on the Convention both for national and international participaunts
and, in addition, that it should promote research on the Convention and
gensitize public opinion.

Yugoglavia

334, The Committee considered the second periodic report of Yugoslavia
(CEDAW/C/13/Add.23) at its 186th meeting, on 30 January (see CEDAW/C/SR.186).
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335. The representative of Yugoslavia drew attention co the important changes
that had occcurred in the internal, political and economic life of her country
since the preparation of the second periodic report. She said that the reform
process involved democratization through political pluralism, multi-party
elections and the expansion and protection of human rights and freec ioms. In
the economy, the equality of all forms of ownership was being asserted and
freedom of entreprencurship and competition was being established. She said
that the promotion and protection of human rights and freedoms at the
international level constituted an important component of the overall foreign
political action of the Republic. She said that Yugoslavia had continued to
- ~-work actively within the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries in streagthening
the role of women in development and advancing the status of women as a
preconditioan for humane and just social development and peace in the world.

,336.‘The represeatative stated that the report had been prepared in
cooperation with women's organizatious.

©°7..22337, She said that the economic restructuring process had not adversely

- -affected the employment of women any more thasm it had that of men, although
‘therxe had been an overall decline in employment opportunities. She reported

. - .--that the legislation of individual federal units provided special protection

- .against redundancy, resulting from the introductior of technology or from the

economic situation, for female workers during pregnancy or with young or
_handicapped children. She said that the Yugoslav Govermment intended to use

~~ 7~ the National Survey of 1991 to prepare gender-disaggregated statistics to
assist in measuring progress and identifying obstacles to the advancemest of
women., The system of indicators on women would be improved through
-gpecialized surveys carvied out by scientific and research institutes.

338. On article 3, the representative said that efforts were being made to
collect data on the incideance of domestic violence, An analysis of
convictions indicated that, in the majority of cases, Yugoslav women were
victims of sex-related violence (primarily rape) and domestic violence. Few
cases of domestic violence were reported because of the social pressures on
women with regard to their image and the welfare of their children and because
of the fear of vengeance and women's economic dependence on their husbands.
She said that S0S telephone lines and services had been established in a
number of cities, which worked osn a voluntary basis. She reported that the
newly established women's assocliations and organizations had exerted pressure
on the community to develop preventive and long-term policies to combat
domestic violeance. Legislation at the level of the republics and the
provinces guaranteed both men and women the protection of life and the
integrity of their body. The Yugoslav Constitution upheld the belief that the
human life and body were sacrosanct and inviolable, regardless of gender.
Criminal legislation provided protection for women against various sex-related
orimes, in particular, rape. The Criminal Law of the Republic of Slovenia had
extended legal protection to instances of rape committed within marriage and
de facto unions, thus recognizing a woman's freedom tov decide on her sex life
in cohabitation situations. 1Ia the territory of the Autonomous Province of
Kosovo and Metohija, the crime of rape had taken on political counotations
through the activities directed by nationalists and separatists of the
Albanian national minority against the Serbs and Montenegrins and had resulted
in the Criminal Law of the Republic of Serbia being amended. Severe
punishment, ranging f£rom 3 to 10 years in prison, had been introduced to
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provide adequate protection to women and to prevent nationalistically
motivated rxape. She said that the information provided to members on that
issue was based on research carried out by the Institute for Sociological and
Criminological Research at Belgrade.

339. On article 4, with regard to temporary special measures as a means oOf
increasing the number of women in decision-making bodies, political
organizations and self-management organizations, the representative said that,
prior to 1989, women had been elacted on a regular basis to the highest levels
in the federal and republican governmental organizations aud social and labour
organizations. Women's associations and parties in Sexrbia had responded to
the poor election results and the insignificant participation of women at the
decision-making level in the last two years by demanding the introduction of
separate lists of women caundidates in the election procedure and an assurance
of equal representation in the assemblies. In the Serbian Goverumeant, where
the number of womea representatives was very low, there had been a suggestion
to establish a parallel women's assembly and a ministry for women.

340. In response to a question on article 5 of the Couvention, the
representative explained that the results of measures in education, health,
family planning and culture, which had been undertaken with a view to
overcoming the traditional beliefs and prejudices concerning the position and
role of women in the family and society, varied., That was on account of the
considerable differences in the level of economic development and the
different_religious, ethnic and cultural heritage of the regions of the
country. The representative said that the presentation of the social status
of women in the mass media, and in television in particular, was still
inadequate and inaccurate. There was a marked differentiation of approach
between the press of a political and informative nature and women's
magazines. She added that the participation of women's organizations in
pre-election campaigns at the federal unit level, in the previous year, had
received good coverage in the media. The essential problems related to the
social status of women had been expertly dealt with, both at the national and
global level, demonstrating the commitment and support of the media to the
interests of women in society.

341, The represeantative said that there were no organized or reliable
statistics available on the incidence of prostitution. Data came from the
Internal Affairs secretariats and were based on the number of offences. There
had been a decrease in the number of recorded offences from 200 to 75, between
1970 and 1985; however, that decrease was attributed to a higher level of
tolerance of prostitution on the part of the authorities rather than to a true
docrease in its incidence. She said that Eastern European migrants from low
socio-economic levels formed a significant proportion of the prostitute
population, but they were under strict police surveillance.  The
representative did not comsider that there was a connection between the spread
of AIDS in Yugoslavia and prostitution as, in general, prostitutes were
alcoholics and not drug addicts. Responding to a further clarification of
that statement, she stated that statistics had shown that there was no
connection, and the prostitutes from the migrant population had been checked
by the medical services. There were only 31 recorded cases of AIDS among
women in the country, including two cases of mother-to-child infection. No
discrimination of AIDS patients existed in the fields of education, employment
and health care.
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342, On article 7, in response to the request for information on the feminist
movement and women's organizations in Yugoslavia, the representative noted
that the Conference for Questions on the Social Status of Women within the
Socialist Alliance of the Working People of Yugoslavia had been abolished at
~ the baginning of 1991. The federal council had been requested to set up a
commission on women as a goverument ageacy to deal with women's problems
through national legislation. She said that feminist groups, political
‘parties and nationalist and religious organizations had beea very active
.+ during the election campaign and had participated in national and
- international meetings. She said that it had proved impossible to obtain
. accurate information on the aumber of women members of the new political
== “parties because of the receant administrative and organizational difficulties.
' Analyses of the election results had shown that the presence of a considerable
“numbexr of women in party leaderships had not led to their inclusion in the
-1ists of candidates of those parties, nor had their presence prevented women
“in the elections from achieving poor results. She reported that the
. represeantation of women in the republican parliaments was 13 per ceat in
——- —8&lovenia, 4.6 per cent in Croatia, 4 per cent in Monteanegro, 3.3 per cent ia
——Macedonia, 2.9 per cent in Bosna and Hercegovina and oanly 1.6 per cent in
—~Serbia. The representative drew attention to the fact that, before the
~elections, the majority of party programmes had coantained no specific
-programmes related to the status of women and only after _reactions by the
-~feminist organizations had women's issues been included. She said that the
reduced participation of women in political decision-making levels could have
- —_heen caused in part by the democratization of the political system, in that it
- provided a greater and freer choice of candidates but she considered that,
ultimataly, the multi-party system would be beneficial to the advancement of
uomen. - L TTTEmEm mmooee s s T .

'343. On article 8, the representative said that Yugoslavia had been active in
~_“women's issues at both the national and international levels. However,
insufficient funds invested in the programmes to implement the national
~strategies had limited their effectiveness. In response to a question on the
,,eztenh to which women were given opportunities to represent Yugoslavia
. Anternationally, she said that there were 116 female diplomats in.the Federal
"Secretariat for Foreign Affairs (compared with 880 men), of whom 3 held
’hiqhuranhing posts. Women were diplomats at permanent missions to United
) ations bodies and members and heads of delegations to various conferences
_._#3that dealt with disarmament and economic as well as -social issues.’ Although
Yugoslavia was underrepresented in the United Nations, Yugoslav women held two
sts at the ditectox devel, : :

344. Regarding the 1n£otmation requested on education under article 10, the
rvepresentative said that 95 per ceant of the girls of elementary~school age
were in that lével of education at the federal level, although there was some
wwvariation between regious. At the secondary level, girls represented less
;?than‘ﬁo per cont of the total number of enrolled pupils. She said that the
" ‘main reasons for the high drop-out rate of girls from the higher levels of
_education were traditional beliefs, the resurgence of traditionalism in some
regions and the influence of religion. In rural and mountainous regions, she
said that economic problems and poor prospects of future employment also
‘contributed to the fact that girls discontinued their education. Efforts had
- “been made by teachers, social workere, vocational guidance services and
various socio-political organizations to discourage the trend. She said that
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comprehensive regional development programmes had been adopted. The
representative reported that the orientation of girls towards traditional
employment was still noticeable. Wamen represented 86 per ceunt of the
employees in education, 83 per cent in health services and 81 per cent in
economic-commercial jobs, compared with 10.4 per ceat of those atteudiag
schools for mechanical enginsering and metallurgy. The educational
authorities, vocational guidance institutions and employment agencies were
working towards changing the professional origatation of girls in order to
remove gender segrepation in employment and to prepare girls for jobs required
for modern socio-economic and techunological development.

345. The represeantative said that the education system in Yugoslavia
comprised:s (a) regular education (elementary, secondary, teacher training
schools and higher education); (b) adult education, through evening classes at
workers' universities and other educational institutions; and (c) professional
training at work, organized in esmterprises and specialized educational
institutions. She said that the compulsory elementary school-leaving age

was 17. The percentage of women's participation in short-term further
education and in retraining courses was related to their need to develop
further skills in order to re-enter the workforce. Their lower participation
in vocational and advanced training was conmected to their obligations to the
family and concera for the care of children, factors that were exacerbated in
times of economic crisis. She said that general measures were being taken to
improve the range of qualifications of workers in the process of economic
restructuring. No separate measures or programmes had been developed for
women but discrimination was excluded from the general measures.

346. The representative said that sex education and education for family
planning was included in the basic curricula of elementary- and
secondary-school education. The programmes varied between the federal units
and between cities, Furthermore, she said that family planning and
contraception was dealt with by the provision of counselling within health and
social welfare institutions. She elaborated on the 1989 Assembly resolution
on the fundamentals of population and family planning that had determined the
basic guidelines for policies in that field. The objectives were: to base
curricula in educational institutioms on modern teaching principles and
scientific achievements; to ensure closer cooperation between teachers and
parents within the socio-political communities; and, in the implementation of
those policies, to develop an interdisciplinary approach with regard to a more
harmonious relationship between the sexes and to sex education.

347, Responding to a further question on the illiteracy rate and on campaigns
to tackle the problem, the representative said that the 10 per ceat of the
population who were illiterate were either in the ruxal areas or among the
elderly population, Although courses were held at night schools, workers'
universities and in the adult education programme, they were ofien not easily
accessible to older women or to those in less developed regions.

348. On article 11, the representative said that the use of social criteria
applied by the Employment Office to applicants and the system of identifying
employment priorities did not permit discrimination on the basis of gender.
Data on the labour force included information on the sex of both employed and
unemployed workers in addition to other criteria, such as occupation, age and
work experience. 7The representative said that there were no specific projects
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to change the gender-segregated structure of the labour market or to improve
the salary levels of female-dominated occupations other thau the general
~ _economic restructuring projects. In answer to a follow-up question, she said
--that new goverament-funded programmes were being introduced for unemployed
_women workers to help them reintegrate into the labour market, change to
part-time work or take early retirement. She said that the reduction ia the
- employment opportunities in traditionally female-oriented occupations had

- changed the prefarence pattexrns of young girls and their parents.

349, The represeantative said that statistics collected in March 1990 had showa

... _that female workers accounted for 40 per cent of the 6.5 million employees ian

- the public sector and 53.8 per cent of the 1.28 million unemployed. The
~long-term trend was that the share of women in overall employment in the
;- -public sector had increased, while their share in the unemployed workforce had

.. “decreased. She said that women represented 51 per ceant of the active

" population engaged in private farming, but no accurate information was
__available on the proportlon of women among the 800,000 employed in the private

- -~ --non-agriculture sector. In response to a request for the definition of the

term “easiex work", the represeantative said that, according to the Federal Law
-on Basic Labour Rights, the term xeferred to jobs that were not detrimental to
-or did not involve a high risk of affecting a woman's health and life, taking
_into account the need to protect her biological reproduction function. She -
...gaid that the term "reproduction costs of householde" referred to the miaimum
basics of life of a four-member Yugoslav household for the satisfactory
“-attainment of food, clothing, housing, education and transport, and for.
_megting cultural and health needs. She informed members that the sharp rise
in prices and inflationary trends of the past two years had raised the

'irrffv_whousehold reproduction costs and, consequently, the material and moral burdens

of women, thus highiighting their increased family responsibilities.

350, With regard to conditions of materaity leave, the representative said

‘Zo-that female workers, irrespective of their occupation, were entitled to a

Jaternity leave of at least 270 days without interruption as stipulated in the
. Federal Law on Basic Labour Rights. Under that Law, either parent had the
—xight, -upon request, tr work shorter hours or to take leave of absence,
eaffirming the constitutional temet that both parents had the equal right and
responsibility to take care of the rearing and education of their children, in
ine with the conventions.of ILO that had been ratified by Yugoslavia., If a
hild needed care because of the condition of its health, the mother was
-entitled to work part-time until the child was three years old. There was
flexibility in the legislatiom of the republics and provinces in the case of a
s:geriously handicapped child. Adoptive parents had the same parental rights as
natural parents, In all instances, part-time workers had similar labour
.conditions .as those of full-time workers. Republican and provincial
”health-care laws had introduced the important right of a female worker to a
-.full monthly personal income during maternity leave. The represeatative
stated that the Federal I:aw on Bugic Labour Rights ideatified the conditions
fur mothers to work at sight,

351, The representative sald that the statistics available did not reflect the
percentage of their income that women spent on facilities to care for their
. -children. - The espenses for thesc purposes were borne partly by pareats,
_according to economic criteria, and partly by funds for health care,
education, child care and social welfare. She said that medical certificates
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for job applicants did not contain information about pregmancy and, if
discrimination against a pregnant woman was proved, she could resort to the
courts of associated labour. The representative said that some federal units
had tried to introduce part-time job-sharing schemes to integrate young
persons into the work process but they had not been successful. No accurate
statistical data were available on the number of women working in part-time
employment. She said the term “non-economic activities” referred to the
overall activities outside the economy itself, such as social services, public
administration and other activities wsot included in the notion of ecounomy.

The term "social sector® referred to sectors with socially owned means of
‘production, thereby including both the economy and the non-ecoanomic activities.

362, The representative said that there was no disaggregated statistical
information available on earned income, as men and women were egual urder the
Constitution and pay was equal for equal work. She said, however, that a
higher percentage of employed women worked in the labour-intensive sectors

~with low income levels, She added that data showed that the total number of — - —

" working women in the social services, commerce and the textile industry, which

were traditionally low-paid occupations, had increased by about 56,000 since --

1987 compared with a rise of 5,000 in financial and other services with
- ;above-average income levels. .. .. . . .

353, In response to a question on the rights of a father to parental leave,

the representative said that the child's father could take paternity leave if_ =

““the mother had died, or abandoned the child or was prevented from taking the
maternity leave herself, She defined the teym "psycho-physical
characteristics”" of women as specific characteristics related to their
reproductive functioa,

354, On article 12, the representative informed the members that, in 1989, the
Yugoslavian Assembly had adopted a resolution on the fundamentals of
population and family planning policies. She said that the Government
considered family planning a fundamental human right, which should be based oa
a mature awareness of the need for a free, socially conscious and responsible
parenthood. She sald that the programme of measures of social policies aimed
" at family planning was opposed in some areas by separatist movements and by
some religious groups; the training programmes of health and educational
institutions and of the United Nations system had also met with organized
opposition in the most affected region of Kosovo and Metohija. The
representative said that measures were being implemented in the less developed
areas, particularly the rural and remote ones, to provide health education and
information on modern methods of family planning. Similarly, educational,
health and social services were concerned with removing the factors that
slowed women's emancipation and integration into all areas of life. The
representative reported that, despite special campaigns in the media and
through the education and health systems, the attitudes towards femily
planning had not changed substentially. The lack of adequate information or
the non-availability of contraceptives had led, she said, to the use of
induced abortions as a means of family plenning., Regional variations were
observed in the proportion of abortions to live births and although the
majority of abortions were first-time pregnancies, masy women had had three or
more abortions, A recent study conducted by the Social Research Institu.c at
Belgrade had determined that the main reason why women opted for an abortion
was that they did not want any more children. The represemtative said that
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the resurgence of traditionalism in some areas had led to pressure for a new
law banning abortion but women's oxganizations were defending the right of
. momen.to. family planning,

355, On article 14, the representative said that a recent analysis showad that
" the national average for the participation of women in agriculture was
64 per cent of the total. She said that the significaunt changos in the range
...of qualifications of youny girls from rural areas were transforming the
traditional concept of the division of work, which was that of women as manual
workers and of men as machine operators. 8he stated that an increasing number
- --..0f young women possessed qualifications in agronomy, veterinary wedicine,
" forestry and agri-~economics and, in the school year 1988/89, young girls
represented 37.1 per cent of the agricultural studeants at the university level
.;and 41 par cent of the students in secondary agriculture schools. The
—representative said that there was mo discrimination within the social
security system for farmexrs. She said that the participation of rural women
in political activities had drawn atteation to the interests of the rural
.~ population., She iaformed members that there was no available statistical
“—information on associated farmer's cooperatives run by women nor on the number
" "of female members of families of associated farmers, but the programme of
T Tstatistical research had developed a methodology fox collecting the data in
—————future. The representative stressed that there was no discrimination agaiast
7 7 “womem in the legislation concerning their access to loans or the possibility
to own land in order to establish an emterprise. Similarly, the law did aot
—permit any discrimination on the basis of gender in cases of inheritance, .
separation oz divorce.

. 356, On article 15, the rvepresesntative said tha\. arranged marriages for girls
-~ existed, as shown by the ethnological analysis of traditions in certain
,_vregions, particularly thogse in which the influences of tradition and religion
were vety sbtonq,";¢/~ I . .

357, Regardlng article 16. the custody of young children was eatrusted
according to the opinion of the Social Welfare Centre on the basis of social
ackground, bearing in mind above all the interests of the child. No
statistical data on the allocation of custody to either father or mother upon
divoxce were available. The criteria that were applied in deciding on custody
‘were the age and sex of the child; the councept that children of thke same sex
———should not be geparated; and the material and social standing of the pareats.
.-She said that, in most cases, younyg children were eantrusted to the mother
. .although there had beesn an increasing number of requests by fathers to change
"““the practice. The representative stated that the present population policy
‘was in accordance with the resolution of the Federal Assembly on the
fundamentals of population and family planning policies (adopted in 1989) and
wes_the result of an effort to change the negative trends of spontaneous and
uneven population growth, which had had serious consequences for the country's
economic development and had resulted im the political repercussions that
burdened inter-nationality relations in the country., In the largest part of
Yugoglavia (Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia and the Autonomoug Province of
Vojvodina), the kirth rate was cousiderably below zero growth while in the
Autonomoug Province of Kosovo and Metohija and in some parts of Serbia,
"_ Macedonia and Montenegro, inhabited predominantly by Albanians, there was a
doubling of the population from one generation to another. Comparison of the
extremes showed a birth xate im Vojvodina of 0.2 per 1,000 inhabitants, whilst
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in Kosovo and Metohija, it was 24 per 1,000 :nhabitants. The population
policy encompassed the right of the individual to decide frxeely on the size of
his or her family, his or her responsibility towards the community and the
community's responsibility for population growth and for the creation of the
economic, social, cultural and educational conditions necessary to achieve
higher living standards, “humanization” of birth and the harmonivation of
relations between the sexes. The representative provided data for 1989 on the
number of marriages and divorces in the regions of Yugoslavia. In the whole
country, 159,126 marriages had been contracted, of which 22,761 (or

14.3 per cent) had beea dissolved. She said that the aumber of divorces per
1,000 marrisges in the regions were as follows: 259,2 in Vojvodina, 221,1 in
Slovenia, 185.5 in Croatia, 179.9 in Serbia, 143.6 in Bosna, 102.7 in
Moantenegro, 60.7 in Hercegovina, 60.0 in Macedonia and 22.3 in Kosovo and
Metohija., She observed that the number of divorces was higher in the more
developed communities while, in the less developed republics, the traditional
upbringing of women and their economic dependence on men were the main reasous
for the lower uumber of divorces. . = . . . e

358, In response to fuxrther questious from members, the representative said
that measures were being taken to chauge regional variations that adversely
_affected the status of women, but the Goverament wanted to maintain thosge
which were not detrimemtal to women. She said that bilateral agreements had
been developed to assist the 1 million Yugoslav migrant workers in Western
Europe with regard to their education and possible re-immigration. The
-representative stated that in a number of cases, asylum and refugee status had
been sought mainly by gypsies and Albanians in some Western countries.
Yugoslavia was.trying to solve the problem through bilateral contacts with the
countries concerned.

359, The members congratulated the Government of Yugoslavia on the preparation
of the second periodic report and for the comprehensive presentation of
information and data., They gave their full suppoxt to the women of Yugoslavia
in their struggle to preserve the rights they had already achieved,
particularly during the curreat difficulties the country was experienciag.
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V. . WAYS AND MEANS OF EXPEDITING THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE

360. The Committee considered item 7 of its ageada at its 173rd, 176th, 180th

‘and 185th to 187th meetings, on 22, 23, 25, 30 and 31 January (see

CEDAW/C/SR.173, .176, 180 apnd 185-187).

.U361. At the 173rd meeting, the item was iantroduced by the Deputy Director of

the Division for the Advancement of Women, who introduced a conference room
paper on the improvement of support to the Committee (CEDAW/C/CRP.16). He

_noted that support could be improved by a combination of housekeeping measures

““on the part of the secretariat in texms of: the numbering and circulatioa of
‘documentation; the greater integration of substantive support to the Committee
‘into the work programme of the Division; the introduction of some improvements
—into the Committee's procedures for consideriuny information; and an improved

-programming of reguests..

-——-—362. After qeneral dzscussion by the Committee. the item was referred to

. 363, At its 176th meeting, the Committee discussed the process of preparing

- questlons for second periodic reports and the means of improving the dialogue

~.between the Committee and States parties when reports wexe presented.

'.f364. At its 180th meeting, the Committee considered which initial and second

. periodic reports were to be considered at its eleveanth session and agreed on
" the composition of its pre-session Working group for 1992,

365. At 1ts 185th and 186th meetings. the Committee cons;deted the proposals

made by Wotking Group I -and adophed them as set out in paragraphs 367 to 396

,«helow. ,

;366.vAt,1ts 187th meeting, the Committee assessed the work of its teath
sczalon and made suggestions for its work at the eleventh session and future

- gessions. 1t also determined the dates for counvening its eleventh session.

1.: Improvement of the servicing of the Committea

367. The Committee took note of the steps being taken by the secretariat to
rationalize the identification of documents and to integrate its support to
the Committee more organically into the policy analysis work of the Division
for.the Advancement of Women.

368, It requested the secretariat to prepare, for the use of tho membexs, an
analysis of each State party's report as that report was received and to
circulate that analysis to members as soon as it had been decided that the
State party conceorned would presemt its report. Each analysis should contain,
in addition to a review of the contents of the report in terms of the
Coanvention and the general guidelines, an indication of the relationship of
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the contents to: (a) information pregented im the initial report, if any;

(b) questions on which answers were still pending: (c¢) subsequent reports; and
(d) supplementary statistical ianformation from other United Natiouns entities.
The analysis should also indicate other reports on the country that were
available, prepared for other human rights treaty bodies or in response to
conventions of specialized agencies of the United Nations. It should also
contain, where appropriate, information specifically provided by the
specialized agencies of the United Natious, iuncluding extracts from statistics
of UNICEF,

369, The Committee decided that analyses of selected articles of the
Convention, as well as of special issues related to the formulation of general
recommendations and suggestions, should be prepared by the secretariat as
official pre~session documents for gemeral distribution and included in the
draft provisional agenda for the following session of the Committee, which
would be approved at the end of each session. It requested that those
analyses should be widely distributed to Govermments and non-goveyrnmental
organizations in accovdance with United Nations procedures.

370, It further decided, in conformity with existing general recommendatioas,
that if States parties whose reports were overdue by the conclusion of the
tenth session so wished, they could submit a combined report to the
Committee. In cases where the report due was an initial one, it was decided
that the combined report should be comprehensgive, covering all aspects of the
Convention as well as the general recommendations of the Committee, and that
it ghould describe the current situation of women and seek to show the changes
that had occurred since the Convention had entered into force in the country
concerned, as well as the obstacles encountered in its implementation. Such
reports should be nwnbered by the secretariat in a way that facilitated the
identification of xeports that were being combined.

371, The Committee decided to bring to the atteantion of the Sixth Meeting of
States Parties to the Convention, to take place in 1992, the situation with

regard to reports that were overdue, and 1t encouraged States parties whose

reports were overdue to submit them.

372. It endorsed the steps being taken by the secretariat to offer technical
assistance to States parties whose reports were overdue, using resources from
the regular programme of techunical cooperation of the United Nations, and
encouraged States parties to take advantage of that possibility as a means of
strengthening the implementation of the Convention and of national machinery
for the advancement of women. The possibility of obtaining such assistance
should be meationed by the secretariat in its invitation to a Govermment of a
doveloping country to submit its report.

373. The Committee decided to provide, under item 6 of its agenda,
opportunities for specialists from the specialized agencies and other

United Nations bodies to present information related to specific articles of
the Convention or to issues being considered for geuneral recommendations and
suggestions to the Commitiee in plemary. Furthermore, when appropriate, such
persons should be invited to participate as resource persons in the work of
the Working Groups.
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374. The Committee requested the secretariat to include in its analyses of
specific articles of the Convention information provided by other bodiss of.
the United Nations and its specialized agemoies and, whexe appropriate, to
request them to prepare studies for the consideration of the Committee through
the existing arxangemeats for inter-agency coordination.

375. The Committee decided to select and to review specific articles and other
issues to be considered at subseguent sessions as a loang-term prograwmme,
without prejudice to any changes that might be necessary as a result of new
developments and priorities arieing from the review of the reporte of Stetes
parties. i i . g

376. The Committee requested the secretariat to prepare, for each sessiou of
the Committee, for its information, a report on the implications for its work
-of the privrity themes prepared, oxr uadex preperation. for the coasideration
- of the Commission on the Status of Women.

-~ 377. With regard to the limited time available to it to consider reports of
_~“States parties, the Committee noted that the backlog of reports that had beea

“submitted but not yet considered was lacreasing. It recalled that under
similar circumstances, its seventh session had been extended by four days in
.._order to provide time -for the consideration of a larger nwnber of reporxts and

for other substantive work of the Committee. It further recalled that it had
proposed. iu its suggestion 1, made at its seveath session, thets
ff"... the Economic and Social Council reguest the General Assemhly to
approve again, as an exception to the provision contained in article 20
of the Convention, eight additional meetings of the Committee in 1989,
. and bearing in mind the financial implications of this suggestion, to
rovide it with the neceseery reeoutces Eot those. additional meetings."

The Committee noted that the General Assembly, by its resolution 43/100 of
8 December 1988, had decided to keep ‘under revi w the Committee 8 request for
‘edditionai meeting ;ime. ,;; 1 :

~378. -The Committee decided that if the numher of teports received but not yet
considered had increased by its eleventh.session, it would renew its request
for additional meetings., It decided further to recommend that the States
pacties should consider-that problem with a view to searching for a
longer-texm.solution, - including an amendment to article 20 of the Convention.

379, The Committee decided to congider a total of eight rveports: three
initial reports and five second periodic reports, at the eleventh session, in
order to provide enough time for other discussions. It decided that reports
vould be selected for consideration on the basis of the date on which they had
been received. 1In the event that a State party 4id not wish to present a
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report, the secretariat was authorized to select another State party from the
veserve list, also in the order of the date on which it had been received.
Accordingly, the following list of initial and second periodic reports was -
compiled:

Initial repoxts
States parties selected
State party Date due Date recejved Symbol
Honduras g/ 2 April 1984 3 December 1986 CEDAW/C/5/Ad4d.44
Romania 6 February 1983 ° 14 January 1987 CEDAW/C/5/Add.45
Yemen a/ 29 June 1985 23 Januaxy 1989 CEDAW/C/5/4ad.61

a/  The secound periodic report has also been yeceived by the secretariat.

State party Date due Date received Sympol
Guyana - .- - -3 September 1982 22 January 1990 CEDAW/C/5/Add.63 ~
Barbados 3 September 1982 11 April 1990 CEDAW/C/5/A4d,64
Iraq 12 September 1987 16 May 1990 CEDAW/C/5/Add.66/Rev.1
Madagascar 16 April 1990 21 May 1990 CEDAW/C/5/Ad4.65
Kenya 8 April 1985 4 December 1990 CEDAW/C/KEN/1-2
Guatemala 11 September 1983 21 January 1991 CEDAW/C/GUA/1-3
Ghana 1 February 1987 28 January 1991 CEDAW/C/GHA/1

Socond periodic reports

States pacties selected
State party Date due Date received Sympod
El Salvador 18 September 1986 18 December 1987 CEDAW/C/13/Add.12
Sri Lanka 4 November 1986 29 December 1988 CEDAW/C/13/Ad4.18
Spain : 4 February 1989 9 February 1989 CEDAW/C/13/A44.19
Nicaragua 26 November 1986 16 March 1989 CEDAW/C/13/Ad4d.20
Venezuela 1 June 1988 18 April 1989 CEDAW/C/13/Add.21
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R list of Staf .

Czechoslovakia 18 March 1987 16 June 19883 CEDAW/C/13/Add. 25
--China : 3 September 1986 22 June 1989 CEDAW/C/13/Add.26
Republic of Koxea 26 January 1990 19 December 1989 CEDAW/C/13/Add.28
Peru 13 October 1987 13 February 1990 CEDAW/C/13/AAdd4.29
Bangladash 6 December 1989 23 February 1990 CEDAW/C/13/Ad4.30
_Eguador ~ 9 Decembexr 1986 28 May 1990 CEDAW/C/13/Add.31

13 Januaty 1989 12 December 1990 CEDAW/C/FRA/2

380. The Committee decided that it should prepate comments on particular
articles of the Conveantion, which would assist in the formulation of the
waAWCommxttea ] racummendations relating to those attzcleb. o

""“*'381. The Comm;ttee dacided that it would proceed in the following manner:

- (a) At each gession, ‘the Committee would set a programme for the
following two or three sessions, which could be reviewed and amended at each
subsequent session;
T (b) The Committee would select one or more articles or subjects for
. study; members could. volunteet to take part in a working group to participate
a . such studies; .

(c) The secretariat would prepare a background report as a pre-session
"document for the consideration of the Committee when it analysed the article
~---concerned, drawing oni.

o;ii) Reports of States parties;

i) Reports of the Committee;

"

- .(iil) The Nairobi Fozward~1ooking_Sttategies for tho Advancement of Women;

v(iv) %Othet United Nations docnmants available to the secretarxat;

Information ftom specialized agencies of the United Nationg and
non-gove:nmental organizations.

382. The Commzttee deczded that the programme for the following three sessions
would be:

1992, eleventh seseion: “artiole 6 (and other articles related to violence
tovards women and the sexual harassment and exploitation of women)

- : articles 9 and 16 (and other articles related to
the family)

1994, thirteenth gessjon: articles 7 and 8
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50 gﬁnh! i mhm‘ t‘wmmmr — i iy i _gm ﬁnﬂ
proceduxes regarding guestions on second periodic
xepoxrtg

383. The Committee urged its members to exercise restraint in submitting
questions to the pre-segsion working group and in posing questious to the
State party's representative during a session.

384, The Committee decided that during each session, the time for such
questions and/or comments from members should he lxmited to a maximun of three
minutes. -

6. Pre-sessiopn working group for 1002

385, The Committee, recalling its previous decisions to designate one member
from each region to participate in the pre-session working group, nominated
the members and alternates for the pre-session working group for 1992 as
follows: .

Ana Maria Alfonsin de Fasan (Argentina), and Dasxree Bernard (Guyana) as
" alternate

Elizabeth Evatt (Australia), and Hanna Beate Schopp-Schilling (Germany)
as alternate

Zagorka Ilic (Yugoslavia), and Tatiana Nikolaeva (Unxon of Soviet
Socialist Republics) as alternate

Teresita Quintos-Deles (Philippines), and Ryoko Akamatsu (Japan) as
alternate

Kongit Sinegiorgis (Ethiopia), and Emna Aouij (Tunisia) as alternate.

7. Date of the eleveunth session of the Committee

386. The Committee agreed that the dates for convening its eleventh session
would be 20 to 31 January 1992, to be held at United Nations Headquarters in
New York, and that the pre-session working group would meet from 13 to

17 January 1992.

8. Ascessment of the work of the tenth session and
Buggestions for the work of the eleventh session

387. The Committee held a discussion to assess the work of its tenth session
and to make suggestions for its work at the eleventh session and future
sessions. A number of suggestions were presented and conclusions drawn
regarding the methods of preparation for the session and the work of the
session itself.

388, The problem of ensuring that statistical information could be compared
between reports of the same country and between reports of differeant countries
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was raised. The secretariat was requested to seek to preseat, in its analyses
of reports of States parties, statistics that showed treands over time using
‘selected and comparable indicators. Concern was expressed that, in some
cases, so0 many statistics were being presented that they obscured the main
trends. . It was noted that there was a continual problem of being able to
.discern whether the information being presented by a State party provided a
complete and accurate picture of the situation of womea in the country.

389. The potential of non-governmental organizations to collaborate with the
Committee was stressed. Means of involving noan-governmental organizations,
_especially from developing countries, given the resource constraints, were
-~ - --@iscussed. The role of international non-governmental organizations in
facilitating such an involvemeat was noted and the work of the Imternational
Women's Rights Action Watch to encourage the development of national
_non-goverumental organizations in developing countries was cited, The
Committee reguested the secretariat to include in its publications Women 2000
and Homen News an invitation to non-goverumental organizations to provide
_.members of the Committee with information for their use and requested-the - -
-secretariat to send.information thus. received to Committee members. -
" 390. Consideration was given to the types of guestions to be posed to States
_ ___parties during the review of second and subsequent periodic reports. Beyond
" ‘the matter of the number of questions, a concern was expressed that the
guestions developed should be more focused and should centre on specific areas
where a State party was found to have made a particularly useful initiative,
———or was facing a particular problem, in order that the Committee could examine
-those aspects in depth. It was suggested that such an approach would be
_particularly relevant for the consideration of third and subsequent reports.
It was suggested that, apart from the members of the pre-session working
group, other members who wished to pay particular attention to specific
;oountries, especially those preseanting initial reports, might undertake
_special preparatory work.

391. The effectiveness of having a representative of the national office in
charge of implementation of plans of action for equality to presesnt the report
was stressed, as well as the problems that ensued when a report was preseanted

_ by someone less knowledgeable. The secretariat was requested to include in
the letter to States parties inviting them to present their reports the
Committee's preference for that type of preseantation. Furthermore, the view
was expressed that, while many States parties had resource constraints, it was
importazt that they assign appropriate priority to the Convention.

392. Concern was expressed that the Committee had not been able to make
summary conclusions and recommendations to individual States parties after
-their presentation that might highlight particularly soteworthy achievements
or suggest areas to which States parties might wish to consider addressing
special attention in order to overcome a particular obstacla. A suggestion
was put forward by a member for possible consideration that, for the eleveath
session, a short closed meeting be held at the end of each of the
presentations in order to prepare substantive conclusions. 'The possibility of
the representative of the State party participating in such a meeting or
joiniag it later was also suggested by another member.,
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393, The Committee's role in identifying trends was also underscored and it
was noted that it had ezamined over 60 reports by States parties. It was felt
that the examination of trends should help to indicate areas in which general
recommendations were desirable. It was noted that its recommendations were
becoming increasingly specific and that it might also be important to review
and update earlier recommendations and the general guidelines for the
preparation of reports.

394. Finally, the need to ensure that the work of the Committee was widely
digseminated was stressed. The Committee regquested that the Department of
Public Information of the Secretariat, as part of its programmes on human
rights activities and the advancement of women, prepare an information
brochure containing the general recommendations adopted by the Committee and
disseminate it. The need to interest the mass media in the work of the
Committee was also stressed.

395. The Committee welcomed the initiative takem by the Chairman in suggesting
that the Committee should undertake the present asgessmeunt and decided to
continue the procedure at subsequent sessious. ..

396. In accordance with its decision to approve at the end of each of its
sessions the draft provisional agenda for the following session (see

chap. V, para. 369), the draft provisional agenda for the eleventh session was
approved (for the text, see chap. VII of the present report).
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‘VI. WAYS AND MEANS OF IMPLEMENTING ARTICLE 21 OF THE CONVENTION

- - .. Action taken by the Committee op the report of

397, At its 187th meeting, on 31 January, the Committee coansidered item 6 of
its agenda on the basis of a report from Working Group II. In presenting the
report, the coordinator of the Working Group noted that it had reviewed four
draft general recommendations that had been deferred by the Committee at its
_.mninth session 8§/ on unpaid women workers of family enterprises, recognition. of
unremunerated coniribution of women to the gross national product, women
workers in enterprises, and women in development aid. It had also had before
it two draft general recommendations that had been submitted by members at the
tenth session concerning teacher training on equality issues, and elderxly and
“disabled women. The WOtking Group had also discussed a proposal relating to
procedures for prepar;ng suggestzons and general tecommendations. o
- 398, The Working Group had agreed to submit to the Committee for its approval
- —three draft gemeral recommendations on usnpaid women workers in rural and urban
 family enterprises, the measurement and quantification of the unremunerated
“"~domestic activities of women and their recognition in the gross national -
~ ‘product, and disabled women.

777777 ~399. The Working Group had further agreed that the issues of other draft
general recommendations on development aid and women's role in development,
‘teacher training on equality issues, and women workers in enterprises, which
‘had boen accepted as topics but which could not be discussed by the Working
‘Group in detail because of time comnstraints, should be carried over to the
eleventh session. Furthermore, the Working Group considered that the
recommendation on developricnt aid and women's role in development should have
“priority at that session.

400, The Working Group had studied the proposal submitted by one member and
-had agreed that the research process underlying the preparation of suggestions
"and general recommendations to be prepared by Working Group IX could be
improvad along the lines that the expert had suggested.

'"401. The Working Group had expressed its appreciation for the support that it
"had received from the secretariat by making available, for the first time, two
staff members from the Division for the Advancement of Women to serve as
general resource and staff persons, which was deemed to be very useful for the
Group's work. It also had extended its appreciation to the representative of
ILO for having accepted the Working Group's invitation to participate in its
work and for “er contribution, which had been of great assistance.

402. The Committee adopted the draft gemeral recommendations 16 (X), entitled
“Unpaid women workers in rural and urban family enterprises”, 17 (X), entitled
"lieasurement and quantification of the unremunerated domestic activities of
women and their recognition in the gross national product”, and 18 (X),
entitled "Disabled women". (For the full text of those recommendations, see
chap. I of the preseat report.)
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403. The Committee requested that an analytical report, summaricing issues
relating to the theme of women's role in developmwent, be prepared by the
secretariat es a pre-session documeant for gemeral circulation. It also
requested that coiments on the theme received from the specialized agencies of
the United Nations and non-goverumental oryanimations be made available to the
Committee. It further requested that rxepresentatives of United Nations
entities that were particularly invoived in oparational activities related to
women in development be invited to participate in the consideration of the
theme by the Comnittee.

404. The Committee agreed to consider further the additional two draft
recomnendations, namely, women workers in enterprises and teacher training on
equality issues, at its eleventh sessinn. After a discussion of the means by
which the draft recommendations could be placed in a largex context, the
Committee agreed to give priority also to the broad theme of women in the
informal sector, with a view to beginning the process of formulating general
recommendations at its eleventh session. 1t requested the secretariat to
prepare a short analytical report setting out some of the maln issues as.. they
. emerged in the United Nations system._ o . —
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VII. PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE COMMITIEE

-~ 405, At its 188th meeting, on 1 February, the Committee approved the
provisional agenda and documnentation foxr its eleveath session, as followsi

1., Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.

2. Coasideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18
~ of the Conventiou on the Elimination of All Forms of Disctiminatxon
against Womea.

- Documentation
'.,Repotts,ot,States‘partles to be considered at the eleventh segsion.

» 3.. Ways and means of implementing article 21 of the Convention on the
i;;i:, Elimination of All Forws of Discrimination against WOmen.

——Report of the secretariat on analysis of article 6 (and other
articles relating to violence towards women and the sexual harassmeat
and exploitation of women),

!;Report of the secretariat on development assistance and women in
development.

Report of the secretariat on women in the informal sector.

Report of the secrotariat on the implications for the work of the
Commnittee of the priority themes of the Commission on the Status of
Women.

4., Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

5. Contributions of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination
_ against Women to international conferences.

6. Provisional agenda for the twelfth session.

7. Adoption of the report.

~86-~



VIII. ADOPTION QF THE REPORT

406, At its 188th meeting, on 1 February, the Committee considered and adopted
the roport of its teath session (CEDAW/C/L.7 aud Add.l1l-19), as orally ameaded.

- (Unlted Natxons publication, Sales
No. E.85.1V.10), chap. I, sect. A,

2/ Ar37/351/Ad8.1 and Add.l/Corr.l, annei, sect. VIII.

3/ Through accession of the German Democratic Republic to the Federal
‘Republic of Gerxmany with effect from 3 October 1990, the two German States
have united to form one sovereign State. As from the date of unification, the
Federal Republic of Germany acts in the United Natious under tha designation
of "Germany". :

4/ “*“Decisions adopted at the Fifth Meeting of the States Parties to the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(New York, 6 February 1990): note by the Secretariat" (CEDAW/SP/17).

5/ 0fficial Records of the Geneyxal Assembly. Forty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 38 (A/44/38), paras., 22-25.

6/ Attended as alternate for Ana Maria Alfonsin de Fasdu.

1/ Official Records of the Ganexal Assembly. Forty-fifth Session,
Supplement No. 38 (A/45/38).

8/ 1bid., chap. II, sect. C.
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Date of receipt of the

o ) instrument of Date of
- -States parties ratification or accession entry into force
Angola 7 _ 17 September 1986 a/ 17 Qctober 1986
-Antigua and Barbuda o 1 August 1989 g/ 31 August 1989
. _ Argentdpa oo - 15 July 1985 b/ . 14 August 1985
" Australda . - .. ... .. _ .. 28.July ’1983 b/ 27 August 1983
T7-7- “-Austria . 31 March 1982 ps 30 April 1982
Bangladesh 6 November 1984 a/ b/ 6 December 1984
" Basbados 16 october 1980 3 September 1981
Belgium . 10 July 1985 b/ 9 August 1985
Belize 16 May 1990 15 June 1990
Bhutan = . 31 August 1981 30 September 1981
Bolivia 8 June 1990 8 July 1990
Brazil 1 February 1984 h/ 2 March 1984
Bulgaria 8 February 1982 b/ 10 March 1982
Burkina Faso 7 | 14 October 1987 a/ 13 November 1987
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic 4 February 1981 g/ 3 September 1981
Canada 10 December 1981 b/ 9 January 1982
Cape Verde 5 December 1980 &/ 3 Beptember 1981
Chile 7 December 1989 6 January 1990
China 4 November 1980 b/ 3 September 1981
Colombia 19 January 1982 18 February 1982
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States parties

Date of receipt of the
instrument of
ratification or accession

Date of

entry into foxce

Congo

Costa Rica

Cuba

Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Democratic Yemen g/
‘Denmark

" Dominica

Dowinican Republic
Ecuadox

Egypt

El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia

Finland

France

Gabon

German Democratic Republic g/

Germany, Federal
Republic of g/

Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Guatemala

Guinea

26 July 1982

4 April 1986

17 July 1980 b/

23 ‘July 1985 a/ L/
16 February 1982 b/
30 May 1984 a/ b/

21 April 1983

15 September 1980

2 September 1982

9 November 1981
18 September 1981 b/
19 August 1981 b/
23 October 1984 a/
10 September 1981 h/
4 September 1986

14 December 1983 b/ g/
21 Jasuary 1983

9 July 1980 b/

10 July 1985 b/
2 January 1986
7 June 1983

30 August 1990

12 August 1982

9 August 1982
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25

4

3

22

18

29

21

18

18

22

10

13

20

29

11

hugust 1982
May 1986
September 1981
August 1985
March 1982

June 1984

May 1983

September 1981
October 1982
December 1961
Cctober 1981
September 1981
November 1984
Qctober 1981
October 1986
January 1984
February 1983

September 1981

August 1985
February 1986
July 1983
September 1990
September 1962

September 1982



~Iceland . >

States parties

Date of receipt of the

rvatification or accession

instrument of

Date of
entry into force

Guinea-Bissau

Guyana

Cmades

"Honduras

Husgary

“Iundonesia- ... ..

coolvag

Ireland

“Kenya

~Lao People's Democratic
Republic

{'Libaria
:lbihyan Arab Jamahiriya
;Luxembourg :
3Madagascar

Malaws

Mali
Mauritius
Mexico
Mongolia

New Zealand

23
17
20
3

22

. 238

S .-13

" -13

23

10

19

25

14
17

16

17
12

10

23
20

10

August 1985

July 1980

July 1981

Maxch 1983
December 1980 b/
Juge 1985
September 1984 b/

VAugust 1986 a7/ R/

December 1985 a7/ b/ g/

June 1985

October 1984 b/

June 1985

March 1984 a/

August 1981
July 1984 a/
May 1989 a/ b/
February 1989 b/
March 1989
March 1987 g/ b/
September 1985
July 1984 a/ b/
Magrch 1981

July 1981 b/

January 1985 L/ ¢/
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22 September 1985
3 September 1981
3 September 1981
2 April 1983

3 September 1981

18 July 1985

13 October 1984

-12 Septembar 1986

22 January 1986
10 July 1985
18 November 1984
25 July 1085

8 April 1984

13 Septembar 1981
16 August 1984
15 June 1989
4 March 1990
16 April 1989
11 April 1987
10 October 1985
8 August 1984
3 September 1981
3 September 1981

9 February 1985



States parties

Date of receipt of the

ratification or accession

ingtrument of

bate of
entyry into force

Nicaragua
Nigeria
Noxrway
Panama
Paraguay
Paru
Philippines
"Poland
Portugal
Republic of Korea
Romania

Rwanda

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saiat Lucia

Saint Vincent and the

Grenadines

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sweden

Thailand

Togo ‘
Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

27
13
el
29

6
13

5
30
30

27

26
12

20

Octohex 1981
June 1985

May 1961
Qctober 1981
April 1987 g/
September 1982
August 1981
July 1980 b/
July 1980
December 1984 b/
Jaguary 1982 b/
March 1981
April 1985 g/

October 1982 g/

August 1981 g/
February 1985
November 1988
Jaguary 1984 b/
October 1961
July 1980

August 1985 a/ b/
September 1983 g/
January 1990 b/

September 1985 h/
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26 November 1981
13 July 1985

3 September 1981
28 November 1981
6 May 1987

i3 October 1982

4 September 1981
3 September 1961
3 September 1981
26 January 1985

6 February 1982
3 September 1981
25 May 1985

7 November 1982

3 September 1981
7 March 1985

11 December 1988
4 February 1984
4 November 1981
3 September 1981
8 September 1985
26 October 1983
12 February 1990

20 October 1985



States parties

Date of receipt of the

instrument of

ratification or accession

Date of
entry into force

Turkey 20 Decembexr 1985 a/ b/ 19 January 1986
Uganda 22 July 1985 21 August 1985
_..-Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic 12 Maxch 1981 g/ 3 September 1981
'~ Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics 23 January 1981 g/ 3 September 1981
United Kingdom of Great
© - " "Britain-and Northern Ireland 7 aApril 1986 b/ 7 May 1986
 United Republic of Tancania 20 August 1985 19 September 1985
~ Uzuguay 9 October 1981 8 November 1981
‘Venezuala 2 May 1983 b/ 1 June 1983
7V1et"Nam o 17 Febyruwary 1982 b/ 19 March 1982
’;!uéoslavia 26 February 1982 28 March 1982
Zaire 17 October 1986 16 November 1986
Zambia 21 June 1985 21 July 1985
N -2/  Accession.
"Lh/ Reservation.
© -8/ Reservation subsequently withdrawn.
4/ On 22 May 1990 Democratic Yemen and Yemen merged to form a single
State. Since that date they have been represented as one Member with the name
“Yemen",
'8/ Through accession of the Germen Democratic Republic to the Federal

Republic of Germany with effect from 3 October 1990, the two German States

have united to form one sovereign State.

As from the date of unification, the

Federal Republic of Germany acts in the United Nations under the designation
of “"Germany".
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ANNEX II

Membexship of the Committee op the Elimination of
Riscximination against Womepn

Hame of membex

Charlotte Abakatw

Ryoko Akamatsuwk

Aua Maria Aifonsin de Fasaa¥
Emna Aouijww

Desirée P. BernardW

Dora Gladys Nancy Bravo Nudiez de Ramsey%w

Carlota Bustelo Garcia Gel Real®

Ivanka Cortiww
Elizabeth Evatt®
Grethe Fenger -Mollerw

Norma Monica Forde#w

Aida Gonzdlez Martinez¥

Zagorka Ilic#k

Chryssaanthi Laiou-Autoniou%
Tatiana Nikolaevaw#

Edith Oeser#

Teresita Quintos-Deleskw
Hanna Beate Schépp-Schilling#
Lin Shangzhon##

Kongit Sinegiorgis¥

Mervat Tallawys#
Bose N. Ukejews

Kissem Walla-Tchangai#

1]

&

Term of office expires in 1992,

Term of office expires in 1994,

Country of patiogality

Ghana
Japan
Argentina
Tunisia
Guyana
Ecuador
Spaia
Italy
Australia
Denmark
Barbados
Mexico
Yugoslavia
Greece

Union of Soviet Socialist
Republirs

Germany
Philippines
Germany
China
Ethiopia
Egypt
Nigeria
Togo




A. lnitisl._reports due and gsubnitted as at 1 February 1991
(issued under the serxries CEDAW/C/5/... unless otherwise
indicated)

States parties

Invitation to
submit reports

Date due

Date of submigsion

~ Amngola - - o -
—-Antigua and Barbuda

---Argentina

Australia

Austria
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belgiuwn

Belize
Bhutan
Bolivia
Brazil

Bulgaria
Burkina Fago

Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic

-22 October 1986

~'4 Saeptember 1989

16 August 1985

12 September 1983
23 hpril 1882

2 April 1985

2 March 1882

.16 August 1985

20 June 1990
2 March 1982
2 July 1990
2 March 1984

2 March 1982

24 November 19887

2 March 1982
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17

31

14

15

30

10

13

October 1987
August 1990

August 1986
August 1984
April 1983
December 1985
September 1982
August 1986

June 1991
Septembey 1982
July 1991
March 1985

March 1983
November 1988

September 1982

6 October 1986
(Aqd.39) £/

3 October 1986
(Add.40) £/

20 October 1983
(add.17) g/

12 March 1986
(Add. 34) e/

11 April 1990
(Add.64)

20 July 1987
{AGd.53) 9/

13 June 1983
(Add.15) g/

24 May 1990
(RG4.67) i/

4 October 1982



States parties

Invitation to
submit reports

Date due

Date of submission

Canada

Cape Verde
Chile

China

Colombia

Congo
Costa Rica

Cuba

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia

Democratic Yemen j/

Deamark

Dominica

Dominican Republic

Ecuadox

Egypt

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea

Ethiopia

2 March 1982

2 March 1982
6 January 1990

2 March 1982
2 March 1982

14 September 1982
7 May 1986

2 March 1982

23 August 1985

14 September 1982
24 August 1084
7 July 1983

2 March 1982

14 September 1982
2 March‘lgez
2 March 1982
2 March 1982
2 April 1985

2 March 1982

~95~

18

25

22

18

29

21

18

18

22

10

January 1983

September 1982
January 1991

September 1982
February 1983

August 1983
May 1987

September 1982

August 1986

March 1983
June 1985
May 1984

September 1982

October 1983
Decembex 1982
October 1982
September 1982
November 1985

October 1982

15 July 1983

25 May 1983
(Add.14) b/

16 Januvary 1986
(Add.32) g/

27 September 1982
(Ada.4) a/

4 October 1984
(Ad4.26) d/

23 January 1989
(Add,61)

30 July 1984
(Add.22) 4/

2 May 1986
(Add.37) £/

14 August 1984
(Add.23) 4/

2 February 1683
(add.10) x/

3 November 1983
(Add.19) 4/

16 March 1987
(Add.50) g/



States parties

Ianvitation to
submit reports

Date due

Date of submission

Finland

France

Gabon

Germen Democratic
Republic k/

'f'Lf?{Germany.rFaderal

- Republic of k/

--—-Ghana -

VGrenada
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau

Guyrua

Haiti

Honduras

Hungary

Iceland

Indonesia

Iraq

6 Octodex 1986

8 February 1984
28 February 1983
-2 March 1982

16 August 1985

- 3 February 1986
T July 1983

20 February 1991

i4 September 1982
14 September 1982
25 September 1985

2 March 1982

2 March 1982

13 April 1983

2 March 1982

16 August 1985

31 October 1984

15 September 1986
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13

20

29

11

22

18

13

12

October 1987

Januwary 1985

February 1984

September 1982

August 1986

February 1987

July 1984

September 1991
September 1983
September 1983
September 1986

September 1982

September 1982

April 1984

September 1982

July 1986

October 1985

September 1987

16 February 1988
(Add.56) g/

13 February 1986

19 June 1987

30 August 1982
(Add.l) a/

15 September 1988
(Aad.59) b/

29 January 1991
(CEDAW/C/GHA/L)

5 April 1985
(Add.28) g/

23 Januvary 1990
(Aad.63)

3 December 1986
(Add.44)

20 September 1982
(Add.3) b/

17 March 1986
(add.3¢) £/

16 May 1990
(Ad4.66)



States parties

Invitation to
submit reporxts

Date due

Date of submission

Ireland

Italy

Jamaica

Japan

Keaya

Lao People's
Democratic Republic

Liberia.

Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya

Luxembourg

Madagascar
Malawi
Mali

Mauritius

Mexico
Mongolia
New Zealand

Nicaragua

16

24 January 1986
11 July 1985
31 October 19?4
16 August 1885
April 1284

2 March 1982

24 August 1984

18 January 1939

26 March 1989

18 April 1989

18 May 1987
14 October 1985

24 August 1984

2 March 1982
2 March 1982
2 April 1985

2 March 1982

87~

22

10

18

25

13

16

15

16

11

10

206

January 1987
July 1986
Rovember 1985
July 1986
Apr11,1985
September 1982
August 1936

June 1990
March 1990

April 1990
April 1988
October 1986

August 1985

Septembey 1982
September 1982
February 1986

November 1982

18 February 1987
(Add.47) g/

20 October 1989
(Ad4a.62) i/

12 September 1986
(Add.38) £/

13 March 1987
V(Add.Qﬁ)hﬁl

4 December 1990
(CEDAW/C/KEN/1-2)

21 May 1990

(Add.65)
15 July 1988
(Add.58) L/
13 November 1986
(Add.43) £/

14 Septamber 1982

(Add.2) a/
18 November 1983
(Ad4. 20) &/

3 October 1986
(Add.41) £/

22 September 1987

{Adqd.55) g/



=3 States parties

Invitation to
submit reports

Date due

Date of submission

‘Nigerxia

Noxway

“.panama

- - -Paraguay ’

Polaud

Portugal

Republic of Korea

Romania . ...

Bwanda .. ...
r~éSaine:kdtts.ana

Nevis

Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and
the Gresadines

'Senggal '

Siasra Leohe

~Spain

14 July 1985
2 March 1982
2 March 1982

18 June 1987

---12 October -1982

2 March 1982
2 April 1685
2 March 1982

2 March 1982
24 June 1985
717 December 1982

2 March 1982
2 April 1085

13 December 1988

8 February 1984

-08-

13 July 1986

3 September 1982

28 November 1982

§ May 1988

13 October 1983

4 September 1982

3 September 1982

3 September 1982
26 January 1986

6 February 1983
3 September 1982
25 May 1986

7 November 1983

3 September 1982
7 March 1986

11 pecember 1989

4 February 1985

1 April 1987
(Add.49) £/

18 Novembex 1982
(Add.7) b/

12 Decembex 1982
(Ada.9) g/

14 September 1988
- (A@d.60) h/

22 October 1982
- ~(Add.6) b/

10 October 1985

. {(Add.31) g/

10 July 1983
(Add.21) d/

13 March 1986
(add.35) a/

14 Jaauary 1987
(Add.45)

24 May 1983
(Add.13) b/

5 November 1986
(Add.42) £/

20 August 1985
(Add.30) g/



Invitation to

States parties submit reports Date due Date of submission
Sri Lanka 2 March 1982 4 November 1982 7 July 1985
(add.29) g/
Sweden 2 March 1982 3 September 1982 22 October 1982
(AGd.8) as/
Thailand 10 September 1985 8 September 1986 1 June 1987
) (Add.51) h/
Togo 9 November 1983 26 October 1984
Trinidad and Tobago 19 February 1990 12 February 199i
Tunisia 22 October 1985 20 October 1986
Turkey 22 January 1986 19 January 1987 27 January 1987
' (Ad4.46) b/
Uganda 23 August 1985 21 August 1986
Ukrainian Soviet 2 March 1982 3 September 1982 2 March 1983
Socialist Republic (Adg.11) a/
Union of Soviet 2 March 1982 3 September 1983 2 March 1983
Socialist Republics (Add.12) g/
United Kingdom of 9 May 1986 7 May 1987 25 June 1987
Great Britain and (Add.52) h/
Northern Ireland
United Republic 23 September 1985 1D September 1986 9 March 1988

of Tanzania

Uruguay

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yugoslavia

Zaire

Zambia

2 March 1982
7 July 1983
14 Septe;nber 1982
14 September 1982

21 January 1987

16 August 1985

19

28

16

21

November 1982 23

June 1984 27
March 1983 2
March 1963 3
November 1987

July 1986

(Add.57) b/

November 1984
(add.27) £/

August 1984
(Aad.24) g/

October 1984
(add,25) 4/

November 1983
(2dd.18) ¢/

(Footnotes on following page)
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(Footnotes to table)

a/ Considered by the Committee at its second session, held from 1 to
12 August 1983.

b/ Congidered by the Committee at its third session, held from
26 Maxch to 6 April 1984,

" @/ Considered by the Committee at its fourth session, held from
21 January to 1 February 1985.

4/ Counsidexed by the Committee at its £ifth session, held from 10 to
21 March 1986,

@/ Considered by the Committec at its sixth session, held from 30 March
- to 10 Apul 1987. - :
£/ Considered by the Committee at its seventh session, held from
. 16 February to 4 March 19888.

g/ ' Coansidered by the Committee at its eighth session, held from
20 E‘ebruury to 3 March 1989,

h/ Considered by the Committee at its niath session, held from
22 January to 2 February 1990.

4/ Considered by the Committee at its tenth session, held from
21 January to 1 February 1991,

'3/ On 22 May 1990 Democratic Yemen and Yemen merged to form a siagle
State, Since that date they have been represented as one Member with the name
“Yemen",

" k/ ‘Through accession of the German Democratic Republic to the Federal
Republic of Germany with effect from 3 October 1990, the two German States
have united to form one sovereign State. As from the date of unification, the
‘Fedoral Republic of Germany acts in the United Hations under the designation
of "Germany".
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B. Second pexiodic repoxts of Stateg paxties due and
subpitted as at 1 Fobyuary 1991 (issued under the
serios CEDAW/C/13/... unless otherwise indicated)

States parties

Invitation to
submit reportcs

Date due

Date of submission

Argentina
Australia

Austria

Bangladesh
Barbados
Bhuten
Brazil
Bulgaria

Byelorussian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Canada

Cape Verde

China

Colombia
Congo
Cuba

Czechoslovakia

Democratic Yemen g/

Deamark

Dominica

30

18

18

31

30

30

31

18

12

18

30

12

18

18

12

18

31

18

30

November 1989
December 1987

December 1986

October 1988
January 1986
January 1986
October 1988
December 1986

August 1985

December 1986

January 1986

August 1985

December 1986
December 1986
August 1985

December 1986

October 1988

December 1987

Jaauwary 1986

14

a7

30

18

29

21

3
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August 1990
August 1988

April 1987

December 1989

September 1986
September 1986
March 1989
March 1987

September 1986
January 1987

September 1986

September 1086

February 1987
August 1987
September 1986

March 1987
June 1989
May 1988

September 1986

18 December 1989
(Add.27) &/

3 March 1987

(Add.5) b/

20 January 1988
(Add.11) g/

22 June 1989

(aad. 26)

16 June 1989

(Add.25)

8 June 1989
(Add. 24)

2 June 1988
(Add.14) 4s



Ecuadox

i » Invitation to
States parties submit reports

Date due

Date of submission

Dominican Republic 18 Decembexr 1936

12 August 1985
Egypt - © 12 August 1985
. E1 Salvador 12 August 1985
_Equatorial Guinea 31 October 1988
- Ethiopia \ 30 January 1986
--France 31 October 1968
Gabon 18 October 1987
German Democratic 12 August 1985
Republic £/
Gresce 18 December 1987
Guatemala 18 December 1686
Guinea ' 18 Docember 1986
Guyana - 30 January 1988
Haiti 30 January 1386
‘Honduras §0 January 1987
Hungary 12 August 1985
Indonesia 31 October 1988
Ireland 30 November 1989
Italy 30 November 1969
Jamaica 31 October 1988
Japan 30 November 1989

18

18

22

i~
iw
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i1

13
22
10

18

20

QOctober 1987

December 1986

October 1986

September 1986

November 1989
October 1986

January 1989

February 1988

September 1986

July 1988

September 1987
September 1987
September 1986
September 1986

April 1988
September 1986

October 1989
January 1991
July 1990

November 1989

July 1990

28

19

18

10

28

28

29

May 1990
(add.31)

December 1986
(Add.2) g/

December 1987
(Add.12)

December 1990
(CEDAW/C/FRA/2)

January 1987
(Add.3) b/

October 1987
{Add.9)

September 1986
(Add.1) a/



States parties

Invitation to
submit reports

Date due

Date of submission

Kenya

Lao People's

Democratic Republic

Liberia
Mali
Mauritius

Mexico
Moagolia

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Nigeria

Notway

Panama

Peru

Philippines
Poland

Portugal

Republic of Korea

Rkomania

Rwande

31

30

31
30
31

12

12

30

18

30

12

12

18

12

18

12

30

ig

12

October 1968

January 1986

October 1988
November 1989
Cctober 1988

August 1985
August 1985

November 1989

December 1985

November 1989

August 1985

August 1985

December 1986
August 1985
Decembex 1986
August 1985
November 1988

December 1986

hugust 1985
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8 April 1989

13 September 1986

16 August 1989
10 October 1990
8 August 1989

3 Septumber 1986

3 September 1986

9 February 1990

26 November 1986

13 July 1990

3 Beptember 1986

28 November 1986

13 Qctober 1987

4 September 1966

3 September 1986

3 September 1986

26 January 1990

6 February 1987

3 Beptamber 1986

17

16

23

13
12
17
18

19

December 1987
(A34.10) ¢/

March 1987
(Add.7) g/

March 1989
(Add.20)

June 1988
(Add.15) 4/

February 1990
(Add.29)

December 1988
(Add.17) 4/

November 1988
(Add.16) 4/

May 1989
(Add.22) 4/

Decenber 1989
(Add.28)

March 1980
(Add.13) d/



States parties

Invitation to
submit reports

Date due

Date of submission

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent and
the Grenadianes

Senegal

Spaia
Sri Lanka
Sweden

Togor

Ukrainian Soviet
Socialist Republic

Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics

Uruguay

Venezuela

‘Viet Nam

Yugoslavia

18

30

30

31

18

12

31

12

12

12

18

18

ie

Daecember 1986

January 1986

November 1989

October 1988
December 1986
August 1985

October 1987

August 1985
August 1985

August 1985

December 1987

December 1986

December 1986

26

19

28

November 1987

September 1986

March 1990

February 1989
November 1986
September 1986

Qctober 1988

September 1986
Seﬁhember 1986

November 1986

June 1988

March 1987

March 1987

29

10

13

10

18

31

February 1989
(Add.19)

December 1988
(Add.18)

March 1987
(Aad.6) a/

August 1987
(Add.8) g/

February 1987
(Add.4) b/

April 1989
(Add, 21)

May 1989
(Aad.23) 4/
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(Footnotes to table)

a/ Considered by the Committee at its seventh session, held from
16 February to 4 March 1988,

b/ Congidered by the Committee at its eighth session, held from
20 Febrguary to 3 March 1989,

¢/ Considered by the Committee at its ninth session, held from
22 January to 2 Febxuary 1990.

4/ Considered by the Committee at its teath sessicn, held from
21 January to 1 February 1991,

g/ On 22 May 1990 Cemocratic Yemen and Yemea merged to form a single
State. Since that date they have been represented as one Member with the name
“Yemen" .

£/  Through accession of the German Democratic Republic to the Federal
Republic of Germany with effect from 3 October 1990, the two German States
have united to form one sovereign State. As from the date of unification, the
Federal Republic of Germany acts ia the United Natiouns under the dasignat;on
of "Germauny". o e
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c.

"

(issued under the
series CEDAW/C/18/... unless otherwise indicated)

States parties

Invitation to
submit reports

Date due

Date of submission

Bhutan

-Socialist Republic
Cape Verde
Chiss

T bemtmlea o

El sa;vador

*”Ethiopia )
Haitd

Lao People's
Damocggt}c Republic

Mexico
Nongp}ia
Hicaragua
Pbilippines

Poland
Portugsl
Rwanda

Saint Vincent and
the Grenadines

" __Byelorussian Soviet.

5

19

28
28
28
28

28

28

28

October 1989

Septembex 1989

October 1989

September 1989

October 1989

September 1989

 September 1989

September 1989
October 1989
Octobar 1989

October 1989

September 1989
September 1989
Septomber 1989
Soptember 1939

September 1989

September 1989
September 1989

Cctober 1989

~106~

30 Septembe: 1990

3 September 1990

3 Septembexr 1990

3 Septembex 1990

3 September 1990

-9 pecember 1990

18 October 1990

18 September 1990
10 October 1990
13 September 1990

13 Septomber 1990

3 September 1990
3 September 1990
26 November 1990
4 September 1990

3 September 1990
3 September 1990
3 September 1990

3 Beptember 1990

22 November 1990
(Add.2) a/

10 December 1990

18 January 1991
(CEDAW/C/BWA/3)



Invitation to

Date due

Date of submission

States parties submit reports
Sri Lanka 28 September 1989
Sweden 19 September 1989
Ukrainian Soviet 28 September 1989
Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet 19 September 1989
Socialist Republics
Uruguay 29 September 1989

4 Wovember 1930

3 September 1990
3 September 1990
3 September 1990

3 September 1990

3 October 1990
(add.1)

A/ Considered by the Committee at its tenth session, hold from

21 January to 1 February 1991.

92-04481 3176-77b (E) 180292
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