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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTIES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (agenda item 6) (continued)

Third periodic report of Iraq (continued) (E 1994/104/Add.9; E/ C.12/1994/6,
E/ C. 12/ Q I RAQ 1; HR/ CESCR/ NONE/ 1997/ 3)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Dhary and M. Salnman (lraq)
took places at the Conmittee table.

Article 9. Right to social security (continued)

2. M. DHARY (lraq), responding to questions, said that ol der persons
enjoyed the rights granted to all other citizens and benefited from specia
rights as well. Those who retired at the |egal age received a full pension

as well as allowances for the fanmily and ot her dependants. W rkers also

recei ved retirenent pensions under the Pension and Social Security Act.
Prof essi onal s, such as | awyers, belonged to unions, which regulated retirenment
age. Any older person who was not entitled to a retirenent pension received a
famly protection allowance. Allowances were paid not only to ol der persons,
such as widows with dependent children, but also to under-age orphans wth

no one to care for them

3. If it were not for the enmbargo, the Iraqi econony would be on a sound
basis and Iraq would be a wealthy State. The CGovernnent enployed a system of
econom ¢ planni ng whi ch, under normal circunmstances, was able to cope with the

probl em of inflation. Wen circunstances returned to normal, Iraq should be
able to take up its proper econonic position within the world comunity. The
matt er of bankruptcy was covered by a nunber of social |laws nentioned earlier
Under the food rationing progranmme, all Iragi citizens were entitled to

pur chase food coupons at the price of 50 dinars, which had a free-market val ue
of 2,000 dinars. The Governnent did indeed pay conpensation to those who were
victinms of unfortunate circunstances. It had conpensated all citizens who had
| ost their hones or were otherw se affected by the bombing in 1991

4, The witten replies (HR/ CESCR/ NONE/ 1997/3) to paragraphs 18 and 21 of
the list of issues (E/C 12/QIRAQ 1) did in fact conpl ement each other. The
legislation cited in the reply to paragraph 21 guaranteed the rights of al
persons, not only the handi capped.

5. Education had traditionally been compul sory at both the el enentary and
the secondary |evels. Many famlies, however, were on the brink of starvation
and children were | eaving school and taking jobs to help out. It was a

practice that was inconpatible with the patterns of traditional lraqi society.
Wth every passing year, the effects of the enmbargo grew worse and a sol ution
had to be found. Social allowances and retirenment benefits were a heavy
burden on the Governnent, which was suffering froma shortage of resources.

6. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whether retirenment was obligatory at a
particul ar age and whether the age was the same for nen and wonen.
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7. M. KOUZNETSQV, noting that paragraph 65 of the third report

(E/ 1994/ 104/ Add. 9) stated that workers enjoyed social security privileges if
they were enployed in the work projects covered by social security, wondered
what work projects were not covered by social security, and whether the people
i nvol ved went wi thout social security benefits.

8. M. DHARY (Iraqg) said that the retirement age was 63 to 65, depending on
the occupation. 1In the public services, the age was set at 65; for nore
difficult or dangerous trades, it was 63. A retiree could return to work if
he so wi shed and the relevant |law was rarely invoked, especially in the case
of skills in great demand. Efforts were, of course, made to enable young
people to begin their working lives. Retirenent age was the sane for nmen and
wonen and retirement and social security |legislation covered all workers in
Irag, without exception and w thout distinction as between men and wonen.

9. M. SADI said that the Convention on the Rights of the Child abolished
the distinction between legitimate and illegitimte children. For the
pur poses of inheritance, had Iraq done so?

10. M. CRISSA asked whet her under normal circunstances foreign workers in
Irag benefited fromthe same rights as did Iraqgi nationals and, in particular
whet her they were entitled to social security allowances and could transfer

t hose al |l owances to other countries.

11. M. DHARY (lraqg) said that his Governnment was a State party to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and had incorporated its provisions in
donestic legislation. By law, all children born in Iraq of unknown parentage
were granted Iraqi nationality and enjoyed all the relevant rights. The

M nistry of Labour and Social Affairs adm nistered nurseries and day-care
centres for all children in need of care, for whatever reason, regardl ess of
whet her the parent was unknown, dead or otherw se unable to | ook after the

child. The |law made no reference to the concept of illegitimcy and no
di scrimnation was practised on that basis. A child raised in an institution
could expect later to live a nornal life in society. lraqi |aw was grounded

in the norms and | aws of the Shari'a and, although adoption as such was not
permtted, under the tradition known as al'damm - which might in fact be
superior to the practice of adoption - fanilies took in abandoned children and
treated themas their own, in both the social and |egal sense.

12. O the many hundreds of thousands of foreign nationals who had worked in
Iraq, only a small nunber remained. Forei gners who acquired Iraqg

nationality enjoyed the sane pension and retirenment rights as did other Iraq
citizens. |If a retired foreign national chose to |leave Iraq, he forfeited his
pensi on and instead received a severance bonus. Although the CGovernnent had
sonetimes been late in paying conmpensation and all owances, it did ultimately
pay them No distinction was drawn between Iragi nationals and foreign

enpl oyees as to sal aries, wages and other benefits. The ternms of retirenent
and vacation | eave were also sinmlar. Sone foreign workers received higher

al  owances on the basis of higher skills and qualifications.

13. Al workers in Iraq received benefits under the Pension and Socia
Security Act, although the anpbunt depended, of course, on the occupation
Those who practised occupati ons or professions that were dangerous or harnfu



E/ C. 12/ 1997/ SR. 35
page 4

to health received higher wages and benefits. Those whose professions
required special training qualifications also had hi gher wages.

14. M . ADEKUOYE asked, with reference to paragraph 67 of the third report,
for detailed information on the source of the revenues used by the Department
of Labour and Social Security to finance the cost of social security. Again
did small farnmers and workers on collective farms receive social security
benefits and how were their social security contributions made?

15. M. DHARY (lraqg) said that the pension fund for workers in the public
sector was financed not only by contributions but also by profit-yielding
assets, including property. Pension funds for workers in the private sector
were raised through enpl oyee taxes and contributions from enployers, who paid
the far |l arger share. Furthernore, the State supported such funds out of its
annual budget and ensured that the appropriate resources were paid into them

16. Workers on State-run farns were considered agricultural public officials
and enjoyed all the relevant rights of public office. Linmts had nonethel ess
been set on the nunber of State-run farns, and, as far as he was aware, such
farms in fact no longer existed. On the other hand, those who worked for farm
owners or in private agro-businesses were considered agricultural workers and
enjoyed all the rights of workers under the Pension and Social Security Act.
Farmers who owned their |and were not entitled to pensions. |f, however, they
reached retirement age and had no financial resources, they were entitled to
soci al security benefits.

17. M . ADEKUOYE i nquired about the nature of the social security
contributions. What was the percentage of the enployer's and the enpl oyee's
contribution in the private sector? Did enployees in the public sector also
have to contri bute?

18. M. DHARY (lraqg) said that he had no exact figures, but the |arger part
of the social security contributions in the private sector was borne by the
State, followed by the enployers, the enployees having by far the small est
proportion to pay. |In the public sector, no deductions were made fromthe
salaries of civil servants to cover their retirenent pension

19. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whet her deductions were made in the case of
sel f-enpl oyed farm workers. WAs there a special systemfor self-enployed
workers in small private enterprises?

20. M. DHARY (lraqg) said that self-enployed farmworkers, i.e. peasants,
had the same rights and obligations as all lraqi citizens. No deductions were
made fromtheir agricultural income. They were not subject to any retirenent
regime. At retirenment age, if they did not have any other capital, they were
entitled to social welfare.

Article 10. Protection of the famly, nothers and children

21. M. TEXIER said that, according to the replies of the Iraqi Government,
child labour was on the rise because of the enmbargo. Nonetheless, a nunmber of
i nternational conventions prohibited child | abour. Wre specific neasures
bei ng taken to reduce as nuch as possible the nunber of children working?
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22. As to divorce and its consequences for children, the replies also said
that custody of young children was al nost al ways given to the nother.

Actually, the trend in a nunber of countries was to try to ensure that both
parents remained involved in raising their children and whenever possible, the
child was given the choice of which parent it wanted to live with. Was there
a simlar development in lraq? Wth reference to a point already touched on
by M. Sadi, was a distinction drawn between children born in and out of

wedl ock? Many countries were seeking to ensure that both categories of
children were treated equally, notably in the matter of inheritance and civi
status.

23. Lastly, on the subject of dealing with juvenile offenders was there a
nove in Iraq away fromclosed institutions, as was the case in a nunber of
ot her countries?

24. M. ANTANOVICH, referring to paragraph 27 of the list of issues, asked
whet her information could be provided on the nunmber of children who had
dropped out of school and on how many of them were working. Wat was the
Governnment doing to help children who had been traumati zed during the |ong
period of war, devastation and m sfortune that Iraq had experienced? D d
school s offer children job counselling?

25. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO, referring to paragraph 22 of the lraqi replies,
wanted to know whet her viol ence against wonen in the famly was w despread.
Di d of fences under the Penal Code incur the sane penalties for both spouses?
For exanple, was the punishnment for wonen who conmitted marital infidelity the
same as for nen? Agai n, did guardians always act in place of the parents, or
were ot her persons involved when the parents could not assume their

responsi bilities? She found M. Texier's remarks nost interesting, because it
was usually the nother who had responsibility for bringing up the child. Did
both Iraqi parents play a role in raising their children? Lastly, was there a
hi gh rate of divorce in Iraq?

26. M. GRISSA inquired what the educational situation was in the three
northern regions of Iraq which were cut off administratively fromthe rest of
the country. Who provided for children's schooling there?

27. M. W MER asked what exactly the difference was between adopti on and
al -danm Were both systems in force or was al -danm a substitute for adoption
and was it regulated under the civil law for famly matters?

28. M. SADI asked whether children taken into a new fam |y under the
al - damm system were entitled to inherit on an equal footing with natura
chi | dren.

29. M. DHARY (Iraq), replying first to questions asked by M. Texier, said
that pursuant to Act No. 118/76, schooling was conpul sory between the ages

of six and 15 and any parent who prevented a child in that age group from
attendi ng school was liable to punishnment. The growi ng problemof child

| abour shoul d not be taken to suggest that there were | arge numbers of
children enployed in factories. On the other hand, sonme children worked at
home or on the fanmily farm Factory owners who used child | abour were |iable
to punishnent by law. Unfortunately, with the ongoi ng enbargo, the problem
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was growi ng worse. |f the sanctions continued, the phenomenon would certainly
beconme nore acute. Before the enbargo, the problem had not existed.

30. Concerning the joint care of children, Iraq, which was still a
devel opi ng soci ety, had sought to strengthen the position of wonen. The

rel evant | egislation, which enphasi zed psychol ogi cal and health matters, was
based on the assunption that a child was better |ooked after by its nother
than by its father. It was a fact, at |east in devel oping countries, that

nmot hers were better at protecting children than their fathers were. Under
Iragi |aw, nothers had custody of their children up to the age of 10.
Thereafter, custody fell to the father, unless the court ruled that the child
should remain with the nother. |If the nother wanted to retain custody, the
court decided the dispute in the best interests of the child. Wth regard to
i nvol verent in bringing up the child, the fact that under Iraqi |aw the nother
had custody did not nean the father was deprived fromseeing the child. On
the contrary, the child was allowed to spend several days or even nonths with
the father, and where there was a conflict between the two parents, the famly
court ensured that the father could nmintain contact with and be visited by
his children. The goal was to see to it that the child was brought up by both
parents.

31. As to legitimate and illegitimate children, no such distinction was nmade
under lragi law. There was no discrimnation against illegitimte children
i ndeed, no one was aware whether a child was illegitimte or not. Wen such

children grew up, they had the sanme rights and obligations as all citizens.

32. As for juvenile delinquency, children under the age of 9 could not in
any case be held crimnally responsible for an act. Fromthe age of 10 to 18,
children who committed an of fence cane under the |l aw on the protection of

m nors. Responsibility was mtigated and there were special court procedures
for mnors. Article 72 of the 1983 Protection of Mnors Act provided that, if
a mnor had comritted an offence, he received a warning and the parents were
cautioned that they were responsible for the proper upbringing of their child.
A minor who committed an of fence which was puni shable by five to six years

i mprisonnent in the case of an adult was sent home to his parents, or to one
of them to carry out the recommendati ons made in his regard to nmake sure of
hi s upbringing. The minor would then be on probation. Mnors who committed a
serious offence, for exanple relating to the safety of society, were placed in
speci al educational institutions, which, although they could not be |ikened to
prisons, were not open school s.

33. On the question on child Iabour, he drew attention to the information in
par agraphs 89 and 90 of the report, referring to Labour Act No. 71 of 1987,

whi ch permitted persons under the age of 15 to work only within the framework
of the famly. Enployers who hired nminors would be liable to crimna
penalties. After the age of 15, young persons could enrol in vocationa

trai ning courses often organi zed by the Mnistry of Labour and Social Affairs
or the Mnistry of Education

34. Wth reference to Ms. Jinmenez Butraguefio's question on domestic viol ence
and puni shnent of offenders, he could not deny that such violence did exist,

gi ven the size of the population. However, Iraqi |aw punished all acts of

vi ol ence, whether they occurred within or outside of the famly. The famly
unit had traditionally been a solid institution. There were, of course, cases
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i n which wonen chose to endure physical violence for the sake of their
children, but if a woman was physically assaulted by her husband she could

| odge a conmpl ai nt of violence agai nst her person and thereby obtain a | ega
separation. Plainly, Iraqgi society was governed by social rules and what
domestic violence there was could not be described as w despread. It was a
social tradition in lraq for fathers to take on the upbringing of their sons,
even up to the age of 30, but generally speaking both parents played a part in
bringing up the children

35. Adul terers were puni shabl e under the Penal Code. However, a person
coul d not be brought before the courts wi thout the consent of his or her
spouse. Trials involving adultery were rather rare, because such probl ens
were usually resolved by social nmeans. He did not have precise figures to
respond to the query on the incidence of divorce, but would point out that
di vorce was not | ooked on favourably in Iraq.

36. M. G&issa had asked about schooling in the areas with strong Kurdish
majorities. Unfortunately, there were conflicts and nmilitary operations in
the zone in question. The provinces in the region had separated fromthe
Iragi Governnent unilaterally and through direct mlitary occupation, not
under a formal agreenment. He had no statistics on the current standard of
living and situation of children living in that region. The reports received
were disturbing, and the Governnment of Iraq was seeking ways to provide a
normal education systemand certain privileges for those children. Textbooks
and ot her school materials were being supplied despite the severe constraints
on the resources avail abl e.

37. There was no adoption system as known in other countries, in Irag whose
| egal systemfell under the Shari'a. The Personal Status Act and the Code for
the Protection of Mnors provided for “al-dami, which enabl ed persons to take
in children who had no parents. Such children were assimlated into the

fam |y and enjoyed all rights and entitlenments, including inheritance rights,
on an equal footing with legitimate children. It was considered preferable
for persons to belong to the sane religious denom nation as the child.

38. M. ADEKUOYE, referring to the question of physical abuse, said that he
found it difficult to accept the positive picture drawn by the Iraq

del egation. He did not believe the General Federation of Ilragi Wnmen would
have taken up the cause against donestic violence if it did not have good
reason to be concerned about the issue.

39. M. DHARY (Iraqg) said he regretted that he did not have further proof or
expl anation of the extent of donestic violence. It would be best if

M. Adekuoye hinself could visit Iraq to observe the situation in situ.
Regar dl ess of how the situation m ght appear, donestic violence was neither a
scourge on lraqi society, nor was it prevalent.

Article 11. Right to an adequate standard of [|iving

40. M. RIEDEL said squatting was a universal problemthat affected both
devel oped and devel opi ng countries alike. Under Revol ution Command Counci
Decree No. 548 of 1979 plots of land could be sold to the needy, and the
Government contended that the wording of the Decree guaranteed the right of
citizens to choose a suitable place of residence. Actually, squatters were
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usual ly extrenely poor or even destitute and therefore unable to buy | and,
even at a reasonable price. Wat did the Governnment of lIraq plan to do with
squatters, particularly when the nunicipal authorities had no neans to provide
al ternative housing?

41. M. THAPALIA highlighted the situation in the southern and central
areas, where there was little or no access to drinking water. One of the
overall effects of the econonic enbargo on Irag was the 50 per cent reduction
in food consunption, which resulted in nutritional deficiencies anong the
popul ati on. There had been reports about the harsh lives Iraqis endured, and
how the situation was further conpounded by bl ack marketeerings of

United Nations food supplies and the hoardi ng of basic goods. What measures
had the Government taken to conbat the hardshi ps and what success, if any,
could it report in waging a canpai gn agai nst bl ack marketeers and hoarders.

42. M. DHARY (Iraqg) said that squatting was a particularly serious issue
for devel opi ng countries where massive novenents of people to the urban areas
caused a nunber of social and economic problenms which, in Irag, were being
approached at the social, humanitarian and | egal |evels. The CGovernnment was
endeavouring to treat squatters with understanding and to assist the
comunities involved. Obviously, squatters were at a di sadvantage because
they fell outside the State planning system and did not receive norma

servi ces.

43. However, since squatting had | egal inplications, the second approach was
to enforce prohibitions on squatting where it could not be tolerated, in
hazardous regions or at archaeol ogical sites, for exanple. The Governnment was
also interested in solving the problem especially with respect to children
and potential crinmne.

44. Wth reference to M. Thapalia's comments, Iraqgi |egislation severely
puni shed persons who obtai ned noney by unlawful neans or to the detrinent of
the health of others. Fortunately, few cases had arisen and there was
constant nonitoring, including the system established under the Menorandum of
Understanding with the United Nations.

Article 13. Right to education

45. M. THAPALIA said he would be interested to | earn about the nunber of
illiterates in rural and urban areas, especially anong mnority and indi genous
groups, and to have further information on the acadenic freedom of ethnic
mnorities. A nunber of problens plagued the education systemin lraq, nost
notably the effects of wars and the current econom c enbargo. Neverthel ess,
he had received reports of preferential treatnment being given to the children
of senior party officials, while the rest of the population had to nmake do

wi th inadequate facilities.

46. M. SADI asked whether there had been a rise in attendance in secondary
or higher educational institutions, in view of the fact that job opportunities
had greatly dimnished. He would also |ike to know whet her equality of
education had been adversely affected by the sanctions, and how the sanctions
had directly influenced the quality of education



E/ C. 12/ 1997/ SR 35
page 9

47. M. MARCHAN ROMERO recalled that the Conmittee had, in its concluding
observations, asked Iraq to provide full information on nmeasures taken to

i mpl enment article 13, paragraph 1, of the Covenant regardi ng human rights
education. Could the delegation indicate the types of neasures the Governnent
had been able to adopt and inplenment in that regard, especially in view of the
recent history of war and the consequences of the econom c enbargo? What sort
of human rights training did the mlitary, the judiciary, the police and other
menbers of the forces of |aw and order receive?

48. Par agraph 3 of the replies on the inplenentation of article 13 stated
that a Great National Credo Canpai gn was being conducted to prompote the val ues
of justice, equality and frank expression of opinion. Had the canpaign been

| aunched in the formof a text, law or declaration, or was it related to human
right policies, especially the econom c, social and cultural rights of

i ndi vi dual s?

49. M. CEAUSU, referring to the Commttee's concluding observations on
Irag's second report (E/C. 12/1994/6), said that a nunber of concerns had been
expressed with regard to the application of article 13. One particul ar
concern related to the need for equal access by wonmen to education at al

| evel s. Another was that persons belonging to various cultural groups should
have access to education in their nother tongue. |In general, the Commttee
had been di sappointed by the unavailability of statistics on access to
education by various sectors of the population. Did Irag not have a nationa
statistics service whose task was to gather data on all aspects of nationa
life? For exanple, cases of certain diseases, such as AIDS, were presunmably
notified to the Mnistry of Health by hospitals when di agnosed, thus enabling
the Mnistry to keep abreast of the country's health situation

50. Since the third report had not indicated what action had been taken on
the Committee's reconmendations relating to education for wonmen, education for
religious and ethnic mnorities and conmunities and the situation of the
“Marsh Arabs” contained in paragraphs 17 to 19 of its concludi ng observati ons,
he woul d wel come information on those points.

51. M. R EDEL, referring to paragraph 16 of the witten reply to

paragraph 35 of the list of issues (E/C 12/ Q1 RAQ 1), asked what nethods were
used to select teachers for the award of the title “exenplary teacher”, in
view of the benefits the title brought with it.

52. In the light of paragraph 2 of the witten reply to paragraph 36 of the
list of issues, he would Iike to know whether the ethnic communities referred
to were generally being taught through their own | anguage, whether only sone
cl asses were in the | anguage in question and the rest in Arabic, or whether
the | anguage was nerely being taught as a | anguage subject.

53. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO, endorsing the conments made by other menbers and
in particular M. Marchan Ronero, asked whether the training in human rights

i ssues given to nmenbers of the judiciary included the need to avoid

di scrimnation on grounds of sex. Wre the provisions of the plan of action
adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Wonen (Beijing, 1995) reflected in
such training? It was particularly inportant to address the question of
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vi ol ence agai nst wonen, which was a worl dw de phenomenon. Simlarly, were the
guestions of wonmen's rights being addressed by the Great National Credo
Canpai gn?

54. M. DHARY (Iraqg) said that, as he had nentioned earlier and as had been
indicated in the second report, follow ng a national canpaign in the latter
hal f of the 1970s, illiteracy had been decl ared eradicated in Iraq, even anong
ol der persons. Since Iraqi fanm lies took great pride in having children at
school, the level of literacy had remained high until the inposition of the
enbargo, which had had a harsh inpact not only on the econony but on every
aspect of life. The education sector had been particularly hard hit and
teaching materials - even down to pencils - were in very short supply; al

| evel s of education were affected, even primary schools and ki ndergartens.
The situation was such that, if it persisted, the fear was that Iraq would

| ose much of the educational gains it had nmade.

55. M nority groups, as active participants in the nation, enjoyed the sane
rights to education as did the rest of the country. As a result, they also
suffered fromthe educational setbacks resulting fromthe enbargo, which had
i ncl uded adverse effects on science teaching fromlack of school |aboratories
and had led to no heating in schools even in severe w nter weather.

56. As to teaching in mnority | anguages, the Kurdish mnority, in the areas
it occupied in the north of the country, had access to education in Kurdish
from ki ndergarten up to and including university level. Kurdish, because it
was spoken by a large mgjority group, was al so taught as a |anguage in the
majority of schools in the country. Institutions existed in Iraqg, and
particularly in Baghdad, to support mnority cultures. Mnority |anguages
tel evi sion services on both ordinary and educational subjects were provided in
areas where such | anguages were widely spoken. There were minority |anguage
publications - a Kurdish daily was published in Baghdad - but all periodica
publicati ons had suffered fromthe | ack of paper and printing materials caused
by the embargo and they appeared | ess frequently than formerly.

57. The cl osure of the Shia college of jurisprudence, nmentioned in
paragraph 19 of the Committee's concl udi ng observations, had been due to its
destruction during the war. However, the coll ege had since been rebuilt and
was now i n operation again.

58. Conments had been made about schools reserved for the children of senior
officials. In lraq there were no private schools. All schools up to
university level, where a few private universities existed, were run by the
State. The children of people fromall walks of |life thus had equal access to
primary and secondary schooling, the only criterion determning the particular
school attended being the school's catchment area. Children were under no
compul sion to engage in paid enploynent. However, in view of the cutbacks in
social welfare, child | abour was often forced on fanmilies living in poverty

that had | ost a breadw nner through ill ness or death. However, he would
assure M. Sadi that, in the majority of cases, children continued to go to
school: parents were prepared to nake sacrifices in order to enable themto

do so because respect for education was part of lraqi culture. Nevertheless,
the |l evel of education reached was being eroded as a result of the materia
shortages forced on schools by the enbargo. The ideol ogi cal canpaign
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referred to by M. Marchan Ronero, was merely an extension of teaching in
cultural matters and the sciences in that its aimwas to insti
in students sincerity, tolerance and respect for the rights of others.

59. To reply to M. Riedel's questions, the educational curriculumwas the
same for all schools throughout the country and was drawn up by the Mnistry
of Education and a high-level conm ssion made up of experts from educati ona
and other fields. Changes were nade to the curriculumfromtime to tinme in
order to bring courses up to date with the |atest devel opnents in the subjects
concerned. In the case of large mnority groups, such as the Kurds, education
all the way up to university level, as well as the functioning of the civi

adm ni stration and the courts, was in the | anguage concerned. However, a
Kurdi sh student, say, studying outside the Kurdish area, for example in
Baghdad, woul d be expected to pursue his studies through Arabic. |In the case
of small mnority groups, it was not useful, even in the view of those groups
t henmsel ves, to receive education in subjects such as the sciences in their own
| anguage. However, care was taken to ensure that they were taught their own

| anguage. Such groups al so had access to associations, clubs and publications
pronmoting their |anguages. Although the basic |anguage of education of the
country was Arabic, English was also an inportant |anguage of instruction
particularly in the university science and nmedical faculties. English was
thus taught in schools, as were other inportant foreign | anguages such as
French and Spani sh.

60. Wth regard to the question by Ms. Jinenez Butraguefio on the training in
human rights given to nenbers of the judiciary, the university faculties of
international |aw and of political science assigned a |arge part of the
curriculumto the broad field of human rights and human rights instrunents.

An article on the subject in a publication by the Legal Institute, where
judges and public procurators received their training, wuld be made avail abl e
to the Conmittee.

61. Wth regard to the lack of statistics mentioned by M. Ceausu, data
could be provided to the Cormittee on the situation in Iraq relating to a
nunber of diseases - although not AIDS

62. It should be recalled that the Marsh Arabs were in a frontier area and
that many were under Iranian and not Iragi sovereignty. 1In the case of the
Marsh Arabs in the southern part of Irag, it was not possible to provide
schools as they inhabited floating reed dwel lings scattered over extensive
areas of water, lived off fishing and were largely cut off fromthe outside
world. The Iraqi Government was trying to encourage themto live in nore
concentrated comunities so that they could be provided with proper services -
school s, dispensaries, electricity, safe drinking water and ot her necessities.
However, there was no conpul sion involved and the Marsh Arabs were free to
continue their centuries-old traditional way of life if they w shed.

63. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Commttee had conpleted its consideration
of the third periodic report of Irag. He thanked the del egation of Iraq for
its attendance at the session and for the manner in which it had presented its
submi ssi ons, which would be given careful consideration by the Conmittee.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




