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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m
CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)
Morocco (CRC/ ¢/ 28/ Add. 1; CRC/C/ Q MOR 1) (continued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Benjelloun Touim, M. Mslih,
Ms. Benjelloun, M. Hamadi, M. Benmakhl ouf and M. Tyane (Mdrocco) resuned

places at the Conmittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the menbers of the Committee to ask questions on
the sections of the list of issues (CRCOC Q@MR 1) entitled "Fam ly
environnent and alternative care" and "Basic health and wel fare"

3. M. KOOSOV said it appeared fromthe report that no actual adoption
procedure existed in Morocco and that the kafala procedure applied. WAs that
the case al so where children of religious faiths other than Islam- for

i nstance, Christianity - were concerned or was the nunber of such children so
snmall that it was not considered necessary to nake provision for then? He was
somewhat concerned to note that adoption did not seemto be governed by

| egi sl ation of any ki nd.

4, Ms. KARP said she would appreciate clarification on the status of a
child born out of wedl ock, especially with regard to the right to bear its
father's name, the right to knowits father and the right to inherit.

Par agraph 138 of the report seened to suggest that family all owances and

wel fare benefits for children were allocated only to civil servants and the
mlitary. How far did that accord with the State's obligation under

article 18, paragraph 2, of the Convention to render appropriate assistance to
famlies in raising their children? What steps were taken to ensure that a
woman di vorced agai nst her will received alinony and, in particular, had the
Gover nnent provided any mechani smfor enabling her to sue her ex-husband? Did
di vorces of that kind have an inpact on children growing up in fanlies

wi t hout fathers and how was the | aw coping with any problens that m ght arise
as a result?

5. M. HAMVARBERG said that he would be interested to | earn how Morocco was
dealing with the probl em of corporal punishment and viol ence within the
famly. It had stated that doctors were instructed to report cases of

battered children so that they could be brought before the courts, but that
shoul d be seen as a last resort, since court hearings could be very traumatic
for children. Violence in families could occur for many reasons, including
poverty and al coholism Did Mdrocco have any programe to increase public
awar eness of the problem notably by instructing social workers, nurses and
teachers to act as monitors and to give advice and hel p when needed?

6. M ss MASON sai d she understood that, in Morocco, only legitimte children
were recogni zed. Did children born out of wedl ock have the sane access as
legitimate children to social, health and other services and did the stigm
attached to illegitimacy affect their chances of finding enploynent in |ater
life?
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7. Ms. SARDENBERG said she would |like clarification about the current
status of nmarriage in Mirocco and how far traditional practices still
prevail ed. For exanple, did arranged marriages or pol yganous marriages often
occur or were they confined to the nore renpte regi ons of the country?

8. M. BENJELLOUN TQUIM (Mrocco), replying to the question raised by

M. Kol osov, said that although Muslimlaw, including the system of kafala,
applied only to Muslins, a child adopted under that systemcould be the child
of parents of any religion. On the question of illegitinacy, under Mroccan

| egislation, a child born out of wedlock did not have the sane rights as a
legitimate child, although it did have the right to know its father's nane.
Efforts were being nade to avoi d handi cappi ng such children in later life, for
i nstance, by discontinuing the use of the expression "father unknown" on
official forns and by seeing to it that their situation was nade as acceptabl e
as possible. However, Miuslimlaw on the matter could not be changed.

9. There was in fact legislation in place to ensure that famly all owances
and wel fare benefits were paid to all enployees, whether in the public or in
the private sector. The problem of how a divorced wife's right to alinony
could be guaranteed was, unfortunately, a fairly universal one, but sone
amendnents to the | aw had been introduced in an effort to inprove the
situation. On the point raised by M. Hammarberg, a nunmber of progranmres,

i ncluding a progranme to increase public awareness, were under way in an
effort to conbat the scourge of domestic violence. However, the Governnent
was aware that rmuch still remained to be done, since the problemwas |inked to
| evel s of econom ¢ and social devel opnent, as well as to regional factors.

10. In reply to the question put by Mss Mason, he said that the policy was
to try to avoid making social distinctions between children born in and out of
wedl ock and to ensure that both were offered the same opportunities. On the
point raised by Ms. Sardenberg, he said that the practice of arranged
marriage was no | onger wi despread in the country, partly because the media had
hel ped people to becone nore aware of other cultures. Polygany was

di scouraged by econom c factors, since Muslimlaw required that all w ves
shoul d be given equal treatment and the cost of keeping several w ves was thus
hi gh.

11. Morocco greatly valued the institution of marriage, although
unfortunately, as in many other countries, it was now under threat. The
CGovernment was therefore trying to enphasi ze the basic inportance of the
famly unit. Mroccans did not aspire to adopt the concept of the "nodern”
famly; rather, they thought it preferable to try to inprove on the
"traditional" famly concept they already knew.

12. M. MOSLIH (Mrocco) confirmed that, although adoption as such did not
exi st in Mrocco, it was possible under the kafala systemfor a Muslimto
adopt a child regardless of that child' s civil status or religion. A child
born out of wedl ock would take the nanme of his maternal grandfather

13. Fami |y all owances and wel fare benefits were paid to the father as head of
the famly, either by the State in the case of a public sector enployee, or
through a social welfare fund in the case of a private sector enployee. It

was true that, under Islamc |aw, wonmen coul d be divorced by their husbands



CRC/ C/ SR. 319
page 4

against their will, but, follow ng the adoption of the Convention in 1993,

that | aw had been amended so that the husband now had to justify such a step
The judge was now required to endeavour to reconcile the couple in order to
keep the family together. |If reconciliation failed, the judge woul d deci de on
the alinmony to be awarded on the basis of the husband' s income. Custody of
girls up to 13 years of age and of boys up to 12 years of age was normally
given to the nother, after which the child could choose which parent to live
with. A inmny would be paid by the father for girl children up till marriage
and for boy children up to 16 years of age or up to 21 years of age if the boy
chose to continue his studies.

14. Morocco was doing all it could to find a solution to the probl em of
donestic violence. Under Islamic |aw, not only physical attacks, but also the
use of swear words against a wife, could be considered as acts of viol ence and
the victimwould be entitled to bring a conplaint which could |lead to the
institution of crimnal proceedings.

15. Ms. KARP said that the law relating to children born out of wedl ock
appeared to be in conflict with many principles of the Convention. The
Islam c principle involved was apparently clear and not open to a different
interpretation, but, provided that no categorical prohibition was involved,
some | egislative neans could perhaps be found to allow it to be waived and so
pernmit the gap between the Code on Personal Status and the Convention to be
cl osed. Mdroccan | awrakers had, for exanple, managed to find a way to avoid
confrontation with the religious principle that permtted a nan summarily to
di vorce his wife.

16. Wth regard to the payment of alinony, many States now foll owed the
practice of establishing a State fund out of which alinony could be paid when
a husband was in default. The suns di sbursed would then be recovered by the
State fromthe husband concerned. Such a procedure guaranteed receipt of

al i mrony even where a wife did not have the means to institute proceedi ngs
herself. Could such a systembe instituted in Mrocco?

17. Was there any legislation to protect the victimof violence within the
famly fromfurther victinization during court proceedings? Wre there any
provisions to enable a child to give evidence without the parents being
present? Wre any neasures in place, such as the provision of special police
i nvestigators, to ensure that a child could give evidence w thout being
subjected to further victim zation? Did any |legislation exist to help victins
overcone a reluctance to tal k about matters, such as loss of virginity, that

m ght |ead themto be considered di sgraced?

18. M. KOOSOV asked whet her, should the father in a Christian fanmly die
and the nother remarry another Christian, the second husband woul d be
permitted, if he so wished, to adopt the wife's children by her first husband.
If that procedure was not open to Mdroccan nenbers of religions other than
Islam then the claimto freedomof religion would have to be consi dered
nerely a matter of form
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19. The CHAI RPERSON asked whet her children born out of wedl ock represented a
maj or problemin Mdrocco. Had there been any attenpt to determine their
nunbers? Before any consideration could be given to legislative reform nore
i nformati on was needed on the scale of the phenonenon

20. A consi derabl e body of information was avail able on the situation of
girls in domestic service in fanmlies. |t was a comobn practice in nmany
African countries for girls to be placed in other famlies in exchange for a
cash conpensation to the parents. However, there was an increasing trend for
famlies to abuse their power over such girls; sonme were being subjected to
gross violence. Had any surveys been carried out in Mrocco to determne the
extent of such abuse there? That information would be of use in conparative
studies of trends in other countries.

21. M. BENJELLOUN TQUIM (Mrocco) said that, in the case of a famly of
Christians, the type of adoption described by M. Kol osov would be pernitted.

22. To answer Ms. Karp's question, he said that the Islamic principle that a
natural child or a child born out of wedl ock could not inherit was precise and
absol ute; no possibility of derogation existed. Renedies would have to be
sought by other nmeans. A father was, for exanple, not precluded froml eaving
a legacy to a natural child. Although Islamc principles could not be

nodi fied, efforts were being nmade to introduce changes in a nunber of areas by
maki ng certain options available on a voluntary basis. That was the way in

whi ch conformity to the Convention could be achi eved and equal opportunities

in the social sphere ensured. A nunmber of such neasures had al ready been
taken to soften the inmpact of classical Islamc |aw, others would follow

23. The nmeasures necessary to allow the State to take proceedi ngs agai nst
defaul ti ng husbands and to pay alinony had al ready been introduced into
Mor occan | aw.

24. There were no special |egal procedures available for dealing with child
victins of violence, but judges could order neasures of protection at their
own discretion. There was roomfor inprovenent in the treatnent of such cases
in order to make it easier for children subjected to abuse or violence to give
evi dence.

25. Ms. BENJELLOUN (Morocco) said that the Moroccan League for the
Protection of Children had already carried out one study on children born out
of wedl ock. It had another survey currently under way in collaboration with
the Mnistry of Labour and Social Affairs.

26. In cooperation with the Mnistry of Health, the League had al so organized
an information day devoted to young girls in domestic service, whose situation
was currently one of exploitation rather than the training experience
originally intended. As a consequence, a follow up comittee had been
established in which the various departnents involved were represented.

Legal , social and comuni cati on and awar eness conm ssions had with a nunber of
short-term mediumtermand | ong-termgoals al so been established and were

al ready working to publicize the problemand accel erate the introduction of
appropriate | egislation.
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27. M. HAMADI (Morocco), replying to M. Hanmarberg, said that the nedica
pr of essi on was invol ved through the school health systemin the detection of
cases of physical violence. Regular health visits were nmade to al

educational establishnments and detailed information gathered. In 1994, the
Mnistry of Health had distributed a circular to the nedical profession in
Arabi ¢ and French on the subject of child beating, which gave instructions on
the nmeasures to be taken when such cases were found; in severe instances, the
al | eged perpetrator was remanded in custody while an investigation was carried
out.

28. The persons conducting the survey of young girls in donestic service
sponsored by the Moroccan League for the Protection of Children in cooperation
with the Mnistry of Health had encountered great difficulty in entering hones
in order to gather information. Wrk was currently under way on a nore
detailed survey to obtain the infornmati on needed to take effective measures.

29. M. KOOSOV said that paragraph 145 of the report gave the inpression
that full adoption was not available to any Moroccan citizen. That appeared
to be in conflict with M. Benjelloun Touim's earlier statement that adoption
was possible in some cases.

30. M. HAMVARBERG said that the Moroccan del egati on had rightly enphasized
the legal and judicial aspects of efforts to conbat donestic violence. It was
very necessary that countries should have clear legislation reflecting al
aspects of article 19 of the Convention, which was very stringent inits
attitude towards violence. Professionals other than nmedical practitioners
shoul d al so be involved in the reporting of cases of violence. However, he
assuned that as yet few cases involving violence against children had been
brought before the courts. Efforts were thus needed to nake it easier to
bring such cases to court and also to take action to prevent such viol ence
occurring.

31. In the context of discrimnation in education, attention nust be given to
t he probl em of education for disabled children. It was known that children
who were unable to start or continue with school tended to be socially

di sadvantaged. Schools in many countries were unprepared to adnmit disabled
children. An inportant task for the H gh Conmi ssioner for the Disabled would
be to ensure that the educational system could absorb such children. The
solution was not to establish special residential institutions in which
children becanme isolated fromtheir hones and families. Nor would such
institutions be able to cope with the |large nunber of children involved. It
was essential to devel op a community-based approach.

32. Ms. KARP said that any conprehensive progranmme designed to deal with
fam |y violence and abuse should not focus on court procedures alone. A
conpl ementary approach would be to make it mandatory not only for medica
wor kers, but also for teachers, social workers and other professionals in
contact with children, to report suspected cases of child abuse to enabl e

| egal proceedings to be instituted. 1In addition, services for the
rehabilitati on of abused children could be brought into play during the
initial police investigation and subsequent court proceedings in order to
provi de i mredi ate care.



CRC/ C/ SR 319
page 7

33. Ms. SARDENBERG said there appeared to be a high incidence of disability
in Morocco; some reports indicated that many indi gent disabled children
survived by begging. D d the H gh Commissioner's Office have any nmeasures in
mnd to give indigent famlies access to appliances for the disabled or to
provi de other options than residential care for disabled children? Ws the
need for disabled children to attend school covered in the training of nurses
and teachers? Wat measures had the Governnent in mind for naking urban and
rural areas aware of the need for such action?

34. The CHAI RPERSON said that traditional ways of life had al nost ceased to
exi st in many countries. In Miuslimecountries, classic Islanic | aw was not

al ways adapted to present-day conditions; there was an increasing tendency to
talk of modern Islamc law. |t was incunbent on the Cormittee to encourage
the acceleration of the changes in that direction that were al ready taking

pl ace in Morocco w thout underm ning fundanental principles. Refornms had to
be undertaken as part of an overall plan tailored to Morocco's specific needs.
Legi slation also had to be adopted to deal with specific problens, such as
that of young girls in donestic service. |n such instances, creating

awar eness of the probl emwas an essential step and shoul d continue unti
neasures to deal with the problemwere in place. One useful neasure in her
own country had been the establishment of children's associations to provide a
channel for their information.

35. M. BENJELLOUN TOQUIM (Mrocco) said that, to the best of his know edge,
the situation described in paragraph 145 of the report applied only to Muslim
famlies was correct. Sone aspects of Mdiroccan |aw did not apply to
non- Musl i mor non-Jew sh citizens. However, he would inquire further into the
matter with the Mnistry of Justice and provide a detailed answer in witing
at a later date.

36. General |y speaking, the Mroccan del egation was very aware that there
were some i nconsistenci es between the provisions of the Convention and
Moroccan | egislation. Mrocco was endeavouring to introduce direct reforns
where possible. However, Islanmic |aw was very strict and not amenable to
anmendnment. Sone refornms were thus precluded. Every effort woul d however be
made to take measures that would allow the ains of the Convention to be

achi eved without detrinment to the principles enbodied in Islamic | aw

37. H s del egati on | ooked forward to receiving the Comittee's
recomendati ons on ways to inprove the inplenentation of the Convention in
Morocco and woul d pursue the matter with the Moroccan authorities. However,
it should not be forgotten that, although there mght be a national will for
change, budgetary and ot her constraints often prevented conprehensive action
frombeing taken. It was therefore necessary to set priorities for action on
children's rights to ensure that the nost urgent needs were nmet first.

38. M. BENMAKHLOUF (Mbrocco) said that the Code of Personal Status clearly
stated that the kefala procedures referred to in paragraph 145 of the report
applied only to Muslinms. Christian famlies were thus exenpt fromthose
provisions. However, if a Christian worman took a Muslimas a second husband,
he woul d not be entitled under the kefala to adopt her children by a forner
nmarriage.
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39. Wrk to better the situation of disabled children had begun in Mrocco in
the 1960s with the establishment of a nunber of associations |ooking after
their interests and presided over by nmenbers of the royal famly. Those
efforts had been strengthened by the creation in 1993 of the Ofice of the

H gh Conmi ssioner for the D sabl ed, whose work had been described in detail in
the report.

40. M. TYANE (Morocco), replying to M. Hanmarberg's question, said that the
rehabilitation and return of disabled persons to their hone environnments was
an approach being tested in a pilot scheme in Mrocco, follow ng participation
i n workshops on the subject held in Anman in 1994 and 1995. The project had
been in operation only one year and not enough feedback had yet been

generated, but, once prelimnary eval uations had been nade avail able, the

ext ensi on of the scheme to other provinces could be envi saged.

41. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited the menbers of the Committee to ask questions on
the sections of the list of issues entitled "CGeneral measures of
i mpl enent ati on" and "Special protection neasures".

42. Ms. KARP asked whether the Governnent had begun to inplenment its

strategy to close the educational gap between boys and girls and, if not, what
the prospects for its inplenentation mght be.

43. Since French was the | anguage of instruction for science subjects in
Morocco, she wondered how students whose only | anguage was Arabic woul d have
access to higher education in those subjects.

44, She al so asked how t he budget was apportioned anong the various |evels of
t he education system

45, Ms. SARDENBERG said that she would |like nore information on the

i ntegration of the Berber population into Moroccan society and on the status
of children in that linguistic group. Had the Convention been translated into
Ber ber di al ect?

46. M ss MASON asked whet her schools in Mrocco were single-sex or
co- educational, whether fenale teachers taught nale students and, conversely,
whet her nal e teachers taught femal e students.

47. She was al so interested in the status of teachers in Mirocco. D d the
Covernnment's plan for teacher training apply to teachers at the primary schoo
| evel and what was the pupil-teacher ratio?

48. M. KOOSOV asked the Moroccan del egation to define the term"foreign
conmuni ties", as used in paragraph 275 of the report. He wi shed to know

whet her the CGovernnent's educational support progranmes covered the schooling
of "foreign comunities" and the Jewi sh comunity.

49, M. BENJELLOUN TQUIM (Mrocco) said that, although his Governnent's
policy was to avoid or reduce discrepancies in the education of boys and
girls, he did not believe that it had adopted specific neasures to bridge the
exi sting gap.
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50. Morocco's of ficial |anguage was Arabic. French was a working | anguage
and was conpul sory at the primary and secondary school |evels. The Governnent
had endeavoured to adopt a multilingual approach by pronoting the use of
Engl i sh and Spanish in addition to French and Arabic. Students were free to
continue their studies in the | anguage of instruction with which they had
begun. However, in cases where text books were not available for particul ar
subjects in Arabic, those subjects had to be studied in one of the other

| anguages. There was no | anguage discrimnation with regard to enpl oynment.

51. On the basis of a Wrld Bank reconmrendation, the Governnent had adopted a
strategy of enphasizing the teaching of science within the context of a plan
to i nprove education at all |evels.

52. In reply to the question on the Berber popul ation, he said that Berbers
had al ways been an i nseparabl e conponent of Mroccan society. Wile they were
all owed the freedomto enjoy their own culture and to use their own | anguage,
they received formal education in either Arabic, French or English and it was
t hrough those | anguages that they becane acquainted with the Conventi on.

Since Berber dialects were oral rather than witten, the Governnment had
adapted its awareness progranmes accordingly.

53. In Moroccan tradition, non-Mislins and non-Jews were regarded as
foreigners and, with the exception of the elenents relating specifically to
Musl i nms, the Code on Personal Status applied to them

54, He woul d make the exact figures on budgetary allocations for education
available to the Conmittee in witing.

55. M. KOOSOV, referring to paragraphs 310 to 312 of the report on the
admi ni stration of juvenile justice, asked whether 20-year sentences were nhot
consi dered excessive for juveniles under 16 years of age. He al so asked why
persons aged between 16 and 18 years were regarded as persons of full age. He
wonder ed whet her the Mroccan Government had any intention of changing that
low age-linmit in order to bring it into line with the provisions of the
Conventi on.

56. M. HAMVARBERG referring to articles 37 and 40 of the Convention, asked
how Morocco guaranteed that persons under the age of 18 years serving prison
sentences were treated hunmanely.

57. Ms. KARP asked why the Mroccan Governnent differentiated between the
| egal system applicable to persons up to the age of 12 years and the system
applied to persons between the ages of 12 and 16 years. She also wi shed to
know whet her the CGovernnent had considered the possibility of nmoving the
procedure for dealing with children under 12 years old fromthe regular courts
into the jurisdiction of the juvenile courts, where judges had greater

expertise in matters relating to children

58. M ss MASQN, referring to paragraphs 299, 300 and 313, pointed out that
the report did not make a clear distinction between the ternms "ninor" and
"“child" or between the terns "crine" and "of fence". Wth regard to

par agraphs 309 and 306 of the report, she asked in which facilities mnors
bet ween the ages of 12 and 16 were placed in the exceptional cases nentioned.
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59. Ms. KARP requested the Moroccan del egati on to coment on infornation the
Conmittee had received on the unlawful detention of children in
West ern Sahar a.

60. M. BENJELLOUN TOU M (Mrocco) said the Penal Code of Mdrocco nade a
di stinction between the ages of crimnal and civil majority, as stated in
par agraphs 36 to 42 of the report. There had been periodic refornms of the
Penal Code and it was envisaged that future reforns would bring existing
legislation into line with the Convention

61. M. BENMAKHLOUF (Morocco) explained that the terns "minor" and "child"
were used in the report with two not very different, yet conplenentary,

nmeani ngs. The term "child" was used in the context of the Convention to refer
to |l eisure and education, for exanple, while "mnor" was a legal termused in
t he Penal Code.

62. M ss Mason's question about the distinction between "of fences" and
"crinmes" was answered in paragraphs 299 and 300 of the report, which stated
that mnors who commtted "offences” were tried by the courts of first

i nstance, while mnors who conmitted "crimes" were tried by the crimna

di vision of the Court of Appeal

63. Replying to the question on the separation of children fromadults in
prisons, he said that Mdrroccan | egislation adopted in 1915 provided that

m nors between 12 and 16 years of age nmust be separated from adults.

Par agraph 306 of the report listed the various institutions responsible for
the training and rehabilitati on of m nors.

64. M. BENJELLOUN TOU M (Mrocco) said there were no Western Saharan
children inprisoned in Mdrocco. The case to which Ms. Karp had referred had
been a highly political issue and it had been settled by the Governnent of
Morocco in an atnosphere of conplete transparency.

65. The CHAI RPERSON wel coned the fact that the Moroccan del egation had
expressed the Governnent's willingness to pursue certain |egislative reforns,
particularly on the deternmination of the age of crimnal majority in
conformity with the Convention, and to guarantee children all the necessary
soci al and | egal assi stance.

66. She stressed the inportance of efforts to provide facilities separating
mnors in detention fromadults and to convert such facilities into training
and rehabilitation centres.

67. Ms. KARP said that it seened to be suggested in the witten replies to
the list of issues that there was no problemof child prostitution in Mrocco
She asked whet her any research had been carried out in order to verify that

that was indeed the situation and, if not, whether there was any intention to

conduct such research in order to devise a plan of action if necessary.

68. M ss MASON sai d that she associated herself with Ms. Karp's question



CRC/ C/ SR 319
page 11

69. M. BENJELLOUN TOU M (Mrocco) said that, while it could not be stated
categorically that the problemof child prostitution did not exist in Mrocco,
since no actual research had been carried out, the phenonenon did not seemto
be wi despread. It might be wise to look into it nore deeply, but Mrocco,
like all countries, nust follow a systemof priorities and deal first with the
nost i rmedi ate probl ens.

70. The CHAI RPERSON said that some information on the possible existence of
child prostitution in Mrocco had been brought to the Conmittee's attention

It was, of course, a State's prerogative to set its own priorities, but the
Conmittee did recommrend a study of the issue on the grounds that it was easier
to take effective action at an early stage.

71. M ss MASON said that the problemof street children also seened to be
enmerging in Morocco. She asked whether any survey had been nade to di scover
where and how such children lived and what possibilities there were for their
rehabilitation.

72. M. BENJELLOUN TQUI M (Mrocco) said he understood that a start had been
made on such research. So far, the country was just beginning to be aware of
the problem He believed that the National Congress on the Rights of the
Child was trying to start a research project in that connection

73. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menbers of the Committee to present their
concl udi ng observati ons.

74. M. KOOSOV said that it was his inpression fromthe report and the
witten and oral replies to the Conmittee's questions that, although Mrocco
had good intentions and plans were afoot for legislative reform the |lives and
wel | -being of children were not the country's first priority. The spirit of

t he Convention, however, and other inportant international instruments such as
the 1993 Vienna Declaration required all of mankind to give priority to
children's issues. He urged the Governnent to renenber, in reaching its

| egi sl ati ve and budgetary decisions, that children were the country's future
and must cone first.

75. M. HAMVARBERG said that the very interesting contributions of the

Mor occan del egation had left himwith the feeling that there were two broad
problens as far as the enhancenment of children's rights was concerned: the
risk of a backlash if pressure for reformwas too overt and budgetary
constraints. The force of budgetary constraints was recognized in the
Convention itself, but howto deal with the first problemwas a question for
Mor occo al one.

76. H s general inpression was that, while nany areas had been touched on in
the way of reform nuch rermained to be done. The attention of decision-nakers
nmust be drawn to the vital inportance of children's rights to the future of
the country. Mre specifically, action needed to be taken in the field of |aw
to change the Penal Code and to conplete the reformof the Labour Code in
order to regul ate agai nst exploitative child labour. In the whole

deci si on- maki ng process, including budgetary decisions, the best interests of
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children nust be borne in nmind. Methods of data collection and review should
be i mproved and work was still needed on systematizing the approach to the
education of key professionals concerned with children's matters.

77. Wth regard to mechani snms, there was a need to strengthen the
relationship with NGOs and civil society, to increase coordi nati on anong the
various Mnistries, to inprove the |Iinkage between the central and regi ona
authorities and, lastly, to set up sonme kind of independent nonitoring body
along the lines of the Scandinavian institution of the onbudsman. He noted
that there was already a Hi gh Conmi ssioner for Disabled Persons who could
per haps serve as a nodel

78. Certain subject areas, such as discrinmnation in the education of girls
and the disabled, inequalities between rural and urban conditions and donestic
violence called for greater in-depth study. The effort that needed to be nade
shoul d involve not only the traditional political authorities, but religious

| eaders and local |eaders as well. The whole question was very much one of
attitude and key professionals such as teachers and police should be invol ved
in information canpaigns to be carried out anong the public at large so that

i p-service to the provisions of the Convention could give place to rea
change.

79. Ms. SARDENBERG said that the Mroccan delegation's willing cooperation
in the very constructive dialogue reflected the country's comitnment to the
Convention. She urged the authorities to take advantage of a tinme when
attention could be drawn to the submi ssion of the report, the Committee's
forthcomng visit to Morocco and the presentation of the concl uding
observations, to ensure that higher priority was given to children's rights in
the political arena and anong the general public. In conclusion, she reninded
t he Moroccan del egati on of the inportance of publishing the Convention and of
enhanci ng the partnership with civil society and NGGCs.

80. Ms. KARP said that she joined in thanking the Mrroccan del egation for a
very positive and illuminating dialogue. She sensed that there was a will to
work in accordance with the principles of the Convention. Wat was | acking,
however, was a concrete overall picture of integrated and workabl e mechani snms
and plans of action. The approach of the Convention was holistic, but her

i mpression was that Mdrocco dealt with the problens of children in a
fragmentary way. She strongly recommended giving priority to building an
integrative system Mrocco was, of course, a Miuslimsociety, and that meant
that there might be gaps between the spirit of the Convention and attitudes
anong the public, often reflected in the legislation. Wrk to enhance public
awareness of the rights of the child needed to be connected to what night be
initiated by religious | eaders, for exanple, possible newinterpretations
whereby religion could be adapted to nodern life. There were other Mislim
countries with problens sinmlar to those of Morocco. One day, perhaps, a
brai nstorm ng team of religious |eaders fromlslanmc countries might neet to
di scuss what coul d be done to close the gap between the principles of the
Convention and principles of their religion. In closing, she stressed again
that Mbrocco had to review the systemof juvenile justice and give positive
protection to the victims of crines of violence and sexual abuse.
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81. M ss MASON enphasi zed that the Convention required conformty, not
uniformty. The Committee accepted that Mdrocco was a Mislimsociety, but,
with a viewto protecting its children, it should perhaps be nore willing to
seek help fromoutside. Public attitudes could not be |egislated, but changes
coul d neverthel ess be made. She had the inpression that, despite Mrocco's
ratification of the Convention, the rights of children were still sonewhat
repressed and needed to be further realized. She enphasized the need for
further research into areas in which children night be candi dates for abuse
and, in the crinmnal justice system the anonal ous position of children

bet ween the ages of 16 and 18 shoul d be redressed.

82. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Conmittee had tried to raise the nost
pertinent questions relating to the situation of children's rights in Mrocco,
even though the CGovernnment might not regard them as the nost inportant.
Prevention was al ways better than cure. 1In their concluding observations, the
nmenbers of the Committee had encouraged the initiatives that were already in

pl ace and suggested new ones. Those coments would be put into nore detail ed
shape and formally delivered to the Moroccan delegation at a | ater stage.

Wth regard to legislation, she particularly urged the Governnent to adopt |LO
Convention No. 138 on the m ninum age for enpl oynent.

83. M. BENJELLOUN TQUIM (Mrocco) said that the del egati on had | earned a
great deal fromthe frank and fascinating discussion. He stressed once nore
that the rights of children were genuinely a matter of priority for Morocco.
Al'l those concerned with any aspect of the question, including H s Majesty the
King, were convinced of it. Gven the many areas that needed to be covered,
however, attention had had to be devoted to the nost urgent. After the
exchange with the Committee, sone of that attention would be redirected. More
i mportance woul d be attached to coordination within the Government and between
the Governnment and civil society. Action would also be taken on the

| egislative front. The new Labour Code, currently under study in Parlianent,
woul d take account of all the provisions of the Convention. A reference had
been made to involving the religious authorities: he would remnd the
Conmittee that H's Majesty the King was the highest religious authority in the
Ki ngdom and that he was devoting nmuch tine to the issue. He thanked all the
nmenbers of the Committee, the Chairperson in particular, for her skilful
managenent of the di scussion and her summing up

The neeting rose at 1.20 p.m




