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P;'\RT I - GENERliL 

1 . Sr•i Lanka is a multiracial and mul tireligious nation and throughout many 
centuries the peoplt:i of Sri Lanka of -all races and religions have lived in peace and 
harmony with each other . According to the census ca.rried out in March 1981, the 
total population of the island is 14,850, OOi . '.i'he composition of the population 
according to race is as follows: 

Sinha
0

lcse . 10,985,666. (73 .98 per Ct:nt) 
Sri Lank2 Tamils 1,871,535 (12 .60 per cent) 
Sri Lanka Moor s 1,056,972 ( 7.12 per cent} 
Indian Tamils 825,233 ( 5.55 per cent) 
Malays 4-3 I 3'(8 ( 0.29 per cent) 
Burghers 38,236 ( 0.26 per cent) 

Others 28 ,981 0.20 per cent) 

14,850 , 001 

2. The Sinhalese speak Sinha.la, a language of Indo- Aryan origin . The Tamils speak 
Tamil which is the language (with some differences) of t_he Dravidians in South India. 
Some Moors spealc Sinhala and others Tamil, generally depending on whether they have 
taken up residence among a Sinhala speaking community or a Tamil speaking community . 
The descendants of the European races generally speak English. 

3. Though Sri Lanka constitutes a multiracial, multilingual society, in practice 
there is no racial or linguistic isol ation or lack of communication because a large 
percentage of those resi ding in areas where the races are of a~cut equal strength are 
almost completely bi-lingual . Most Tamils resident in the areas where the major•ity 
comprise Sinhala speaking paople, speak f luent Sinhala and vice versa . A fair 
percentage of both Tamils and Sinhalcse are conversant with English in ranging degre1:1s 
of fluency and as such English is often used as a link language by people who are not 
bi--lingual in Sinhala and Tamil . 

4. The people in Sri Lanka practice many r~ligions, Buddhism; Hinduis1,1, Christianity 
(both floman Catholicism, as well as several other denominations) and Islam. Many 
Sinhalcse, some Tamils and a few Eu~opeans practice Buddhism. Christianity is 
practis~d by Sinhalese, Tam11 and Burghers. Even during the monarchical times 
Buddhism and Hinduism co-existed and many Buddhist shrines have section~ devoted to 
Bind-o gods and statues of the Buddha are found in Hindu Shrines. 

5. Days of significance to Buddhists , Hindus , Christians and followcr·s of Islam have 
.:tll been d<:!clared public holidays. In fact, oven in tl,e prisons in Sri Lanka provisic 
has been made from the early 1930s for prGctic~ of all th2 major religions. 

6 . Being a multiracial and mult1religious country, there have be~n periods of stres~ 
and strain which no multiracial end multireligiouo country in the ~odern world, 
particu1-<1rly one that is experiencing rapid economic und social ch~nge , hos been 
sp:ir·ed. Such episodes tiowever, have only been un -~berrn.tion from thG long t .. ~aaition 
of omity, cord1311ty and mutunl co-operntion tha t h~s characterized rel~tionships 
between different e thnic groups over gener~tions. 
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7. Sri L:mka h:1s n long history of p::'\rlinmcntF.:ry democr::icy . While still under 
British colonial rule , universa l noult frnnchiss w:1s introduced to Sri Lan!rn in 1931. 
Today the voting age is 18. In 1931 the voters of Sri Lanka fr0ely elected 
50 members to the St:-!.te Legisl~ture. J\11 citizens irrespccti ve of race, religion or 
caste or any other similar distinction, p~rticipate fr~cly in the electornl process . 
The electoral l~ws provide for free ~nd fair elections through secret b2llot 3t 
periodic intervals. Since the attainment of independence in 1948, Sri ~~nka has had 
eight general el~ctions which resulted in six chnnees of government. The first 
presidentill election under the 1978 Constitution wns h~ld in 1982 Gnd candidntes 
from all the recognized politicnl pnrties reprc-senting different political views and 
ideologies contested the eloction. A referendum to s~ek ~ people's mandQte to 
e~tend the period of office of the present parliament for~ further period of 
six ye.::irs w.:i.s also held in 1982. In 1983 by-elections were held in respect of 18 
electoral constituencies. 

8 . Political democracy in Sri Lcnkn Ins meant the existence of a multiplicity of 
political p2.rties which have vied with one another with no restrictions, to have the 
support of the electorute . Near ly every political ideology C3n be found in 
Sri Lanka . There are no restrictions on the formation of political parties in the 
country. A politica l party must r egister itself with th0 Commissioner of Elections 
who is responsible for giving it recognition. The pQrty cun there~fter campaign and 
contest all political elections thct are h~ld. This has led to the emergence of a 
vibrant dernocr~cy which is borne out by the results of the voting nt the election. 
The average voter participation for the period between the attninment of independence 
and 1977 was 73.37 per cent. 

9. Access to public service is open to all citizens on the bnsis of open and fair 
competition. Even a random study of statistics relating to employment in public 
service shows thAt no pnrticular ethnic or religious group enjoys special privileges. 
Al l ethnic groups are repr~sented nt nll l~vels of t he public sePvice. 

10. It may be of interest to note that today the Acting Chief Justice is a member of 
the Tamil Community, the Attorney- Gener~! and the Inspector~Genersl of Police are 
also from the Tamil Community. s~veral senior police officials also come from the 
Tamil Community. L"l the: professions there arc members of nll the communities th:it 
live in Sri Lnnka. Sri Lanka's Ambassadors ~broad are also dr~wn from all the 
communities and for the past few years Tomil Ambassadors have been our representatives 
in London, Paris, Bonn, Peking , Singapore, Cairo and Djaknrtn . 

11. The Government's aim is to keep open the doors to employment to ~11 citizens 
regardless of considerations of race, religion or place of birth. The thrust of 
Government 1s employment policy is to eradicate any vestiges of past privilege and to 
replace it by ad0quatc and expanding oppo~tunity for ~11 groups of citizens. 

12. These factors would reveal the con3istent policy followed in S.i:"i Lank<'. of 
eliminating racial discrimination in all its forms. The policy of elimination of 
racial ciiscrimination has received furthGr sanctity in ,.1rticl~ 27 of the Constitution 
of Sri Lnnka of 1978 1 which lays down the Directive Principles of Stat~ Policy, to 
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guide Parlinment , the President and the C2.binet of Ministers in the en2.ctment of laws 
and th<.1 governance of Sri Lan!<a. Sub-article (5) of this :"11~ticle l,1ys down the 
pr-inciple that: 

"The State sh:,.11 strengthen nntional unity by pror~oting co--operntion nnd 
mutual confidence among all sections of the people of Sri L~nka 1 including 
the r~cial, religious, linguistic and other groups, Qnd sh~ll take effective 
steps in th8 fields of teaching, educ3tion and informntion in order to 
eliminate discrimination and prejudice." 

The Government of Sri Lanka maintains a dialogue relc:ting to the rights of the 
minorities with political pr1.rties as well .3s other groups. An All-Pi:!rty Conference 
is being held in ,January 1984, to discuss relev~nt issues and proposals concerning 
the rights of the minorities. 

13. The fund'lmental human rights recognized in the Int~rnational Bill of Human 
Rights have also been articulated in the Constitution of Sri Lanka. The fundamental 
rights protected under tha Sri Lanl<a Law ar~ enumerat~d under chapter III of the 
Constitution . T'nesc rights are also re fleeted in the provisions. contained in 
statutory enactments applicnble in different areas of the law . Article 12 of the 
Constitution incorporates the right to equality and guar~ntees the recognition, 
enjoyment and exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms. This article stipulates that: 

(i) all persons are equal before the law end arc entitled to equal 
protection of the law. 

(ii) no citizen shall be discriminated against on the grounds of race, 
religion, language, caste, sex, political opinion, place of birth or 
any one of such grounds. 

14. Provisions of the Convention need to be either recognized by the common law or 
transformed into domestic legislation, befo~e the jurisdiction of nny court, other 
tribunal or administrative authority, could be invoked in respect of matters 
covered by the provisions of the Convention. 

15. However, ~s already pointed out, the Constitution of Sri Lanka h3s a chapter 
dealing with fundamantal rights. The Constitution , in article 17 provides for 
remedio.l relief in r espect of the infringement of fundamental rights by executive 
or administrative action . Every person is entitled to apply to the Suprer.:e Court 
in respect of th~ infringement or imminent infringement by executive or 
administrative action of a fundamental right to which such person is entitled to 
under the Constitution. 
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PART II - INFORMATION ON ARTICLES 2 TO 7 

ARTICLES 2, 4 AND 5: 

16. The 1978 Constitution made far reaching changes in the field of human rights 
in many of its aspects by embodying a chapter on fundamental rights, which were for 
the first time made justiciable before the Supreme Court. 

17. Articles 10 to 16 of the Constitution set out the fundamental rights which 
the people and citizens of Sri Lanka enjoy under constitutional protection. The 
Constitution is structured to promote and preserve the best democratic features 
which have gained universal acceptance. Almost all the important rights enumerated 
in the International Bill of Human Rights have been incorporated in the Constitution 
in chapter III entitled "Fundamental Rights 11

• 

Article 10 

Article 12 

Article 12(2) 

Article 12(3) 

Article 14 

Provides for freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion to every person in Sri Lanka. 

Provides that all persons are equal before 
the law and entitled to equal protection 
under the law. 

Provides that no citizen shall be discriminated 
against on grounds of race, religi~n, language, 
caste, sex, political opinion or place of birth. 

Provides that no person shall be subject to any 
disability, liability, restriction or condition 
with regard to access to shops, public restaurants, 
hotels, places of public entertainment and places 
of worship of his cwn religion on grounds of race, 
religion, language,caste or sex. 

Provides for the right of freedom of speech and 
expression including right to publication, freedom 
of peaceful assembly, freedom of association, 
freedom to form and join trade unions, freedom to 
manifest a person's religion or belief by practice, 
teaching, worship or observance, whether in public 
or private, freedom to promote a person's culture 
and language, freedom to engage in professions, 
trades, occupation, business or enterprise, freedom 
of movement and residence within Sri lanka and the 
right of return to Sri Lanka. 

18. Apart from the fundamental rights specifically enunciated in chapter III, 
the Constitution makes specific provision in respect of language, citizenship, 
the duration of the term of Parliament and the term of the Office of President. 

19. Prior to 1978 there were two forms of citizenship recognized in Sri Lanka, 
namely, citizenship by descent and by registration. The new Constitution 
abolished this distinction and there is only one status of citizenship known as 
"the status of a Citizen of Sri Lanka". 
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20. -The fundamental rights as to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, 
and freedom from torture~ cruel, degrading or inhuman treatment or punishment.,. 
cannot be altered except by a two third majority of Parliament and approved at· 
a referendum. 

21. Certain restrictions of other fundamental rights, however, are permitted -
by law within strictly defined limits. These restrictions are permitted even in 
the International Covenants on Human Rights. 

22. In addition to the positive rights enumerated in the Constitution and other 
legislation, the Government is constitutionally required to be guided by principles 
of State Policy and fundamental duties which are embodied in chapter VI of the 
Constitution. These principles are to guide Parliament, the President and the 
Cabinet of Ministers in the enactment of laws and the governance of Sri Lanka. 
The principles enshrined in this chapter cover a very wide and broad spectrum 
of social, economic, cultural and political rights which are necessary for the 
enrichment of the quality of life both at the micro-level of the family unit and 
at the macro-level of the community or nation. The rights, privileges and duties 
articulated in this chapter are designed to promote the full participation of the 
people in the development process. 

2,. In recognition of the fact that Sinhala and Tamil are the principal languages 
spoken in Sri Lanka, articles 18 to 25 of the Constitution make provision for the 
use of either language in proceedings in Parliament, as 'the medium of administration, 
the proceedings in a court of law and as the medium of instruction in schools and 
universities. With the transition from English to the national languages, officers 
who were earlier required to possess a sound knowledge of English (which was the 
medium of administration) are now required to obtain proficiency in Sinhala. 
However, the level of knowledge required is not very high and a large number of 
Tamils have acquired the required level of proficiency . Sinhala qualified persons 
in the Administrative Service, Police and Medical Departments are required to 
acquire proficiency in the Tamil language. 

24. A member speaking in Parliament may use either Sinhala, Tamil or English 
and simultaneous translation is provided into the other two languages. Persons 
can be educated in either of the national languages . In areas where there is a 
large percentage of Tamil speaking people, Tamil is also a language of Administration 
and of the Courts. A member of the public can transact business in either language, 
all enactments, proclamations,rules and regulations are required to be published in 
both national languages. A person sitting a public examination can be examined in 
either national language. Thus, the Constitution of 1978, has provided the framework 
for a complete settlement of the language issue. 

25 . In 1981, a decentralization of the administration of Sri Lanka was effected by 
the setting-up of District Development Councils. Under this system, the people of 
each District elect their own representatives to the Council, participate more 
meaningfully in the administration of the District and can even determine the priority 
of development that is relevant to the special characterist-ics of the District. It 
also enables them to give expression to the particular social or cultural needs of 
the area . In 1981, elections were held in respect of the District Development 
Councils. 
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26. Although the crime of apartheid is not specifically designated as a crime 
since distinction on the basis of colour is not prevalent in our jurisdiction, 
many of the acts which constitute 11the crime of Apartheid" - i.e. murder, serious 
bodily and mental injury, arbitrary arrest, illegal imprisonment - are made 
punishable either under the Penal Code or other enactments.. Even with regard to 
the other acts which come within the category of 11the crime of Apartheid" and 
which involves a violation of basic human rights and fundamental freedoms, although 
such acts are not penal offence under our law, persons aggrieved by such acts have 
recourse to the Supreme Court under the provisions of section 126 of the 
Constitution. Thus, a remedy exists under our law even in regard to such acts. 

27, Furthermore, the review of legislation already in force and the consideration 
of amendment or enactment of new legislation in order to bring the legal system in 
accord with international standards of human rights is undertaken by the Sri Lanka 
Law Commission. The Commission is charged with the general duty of keeping unde,r 
review the law both substantive and procedural with a view to its systematic 
development and reform, the codification of the law, the elimination of anomalies; 
the repeal of obsolete and unnecessary enactments and generally the simplification 
and modernization of the law . It is also the duty of the Commission to keep under 
constant review, the exercise by bodies other than Parliament of the power to 
legislate by subsidiary legislation with a view to ensuring that they conform to 
well established principles and to the rule of law. The current programme of work 
of the Commission includes the enforcement of fundamental rights. The question of 
supplement~ the existing legislation in the light of Sri Lanka 's accession to 
international instruments relating to human rights, will be considered by the 
Commission under this item. 

ARTICLE 3: 

28. Politically, Sri Lanka has taken an uncompromising stand against Apartheid 
and has steadfastly condemned it both at the United Nations and in other international 
fora. Sri Lanka has consistently supported and voted for all resolutions in the 
United Nations aimed at combating and eradicating apartheid in South Africa. 
In a message to the World Conference for Action against Apartheid held in Lagos, 
Nigeria, 22 to 26 August 1977, the President of Sri Lanka stated as follows: 

"Sri Lanka has associated herself fully with the international 
community in the campaign to eradicate apartheid which we consider 
to be a threat to peace and security and a gross violation of 
Human Rights 11 

• 

29. Recently, the Government of Sri Lanka imposed deterrent punishment on a 
private group of Sri Lankan cricketers for touring South Africa. They were 
banned from participating in cricket tournaments in Sri Lanka for 25 yea1•s. 

30. Sri Lanka does not have diplomatic relations with South Africa. The 
Government does not have any trade or economic relations with South Africa. 

31. As already stated, the Constitution of Sri Lanka enshrines the fundamental 
right to equality and non-discrimination on the grounds of race, etc. and this 
right is made enforceable by application to the Supreme Court under article 17 
of the Constitution. Further, as referred to earlier, many of the acts which 
constitute "the Crime of Apartheid" are common crimes in Sri Lanka and are 
punishable either under the Penal Code or other enactments in Sri Lanka. 
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ARTICLE 6: 

32. The lau of the ancient kings were tempered by the tenets of Buddhism which 
for the past 2,500 years was the religion with the largest member of adherents. 
Buddhism accor-ds a prominent place to the freedom and dignity of human beings. 

33. Instances of the entrenchment of various principles which in the course of 
time came to be elevated to the status of human rights to be universally recognized 
are to be found in many enactments dating back to the last century. The Charter 
of 1833 recognized the Writ of Habeas Corpus as an effective weapon to check 
excesses on the restriction of the liberty of the individual. The Pena l Code 
currently in force in Sri Lanka was enacted in 1883. In that enactment "offences 
relating to Religiona were made criminal offences punishable with imprisonment. 
The definition of defamation in the Penal Code would be wide enough to cover any 
aspersions cast on a pe1•son on account of race, caste or creed. 

34. In 1957 a law titled "The Prevention of Social Disabilities Act" was enacted 
to prevent persons being discriminated on account of caste. This was occasioned 
by members of the so called low caste being denied the right to worship at certain 
Hindu Shrines and to guarantee to them equal treatment in so~iety. The law was 
further extended by an amendment of 1971. 

35. Fundamental rights enshrined in the Constitution which seek to ensure that 
no person would be subjected to discrimination on grounds of race, religion, 
language, caste, sex, political opinion or place of birth are made justiciable 
before the Supreme Court. Relief can be claimed both against actual infringement 
as well as against imminent infringements of fundamental rights by executive or 
administrative action. 

36. Under the Constitution of Sri Lanka the Supreme Court has the sole and 
exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determine any question relating to the 
infringement, or imminent infringement by executive or administrative action of 
any fundamental rights declared and recognized by the Constitution. 

37 . Under article 126 of the Constitution where any person alleges tha t any 
fundamental right has been infringed or is about to be infringed by executive 
or administrative action, he may himself or by an attorney-at-law on his behalf, 
within one month, apply to the Supreme Court by way of a petition addressed to 
such Court praying for relief or redress in respect of such infringement. 

38. The Supreme Court is required to hear and finally dispose of any such 
petition within a period of two months upon the filing of such petition and is 
vested with the power to grant such relief or make such directions as it may deem 
just and equitable in the circumstances. The Court has held that its jurisdiction 
to grant relief is very wide and extensive. 

39. Furthermore, in the course of hearing if the Court of Appeal, which is next 
to the Supreme Court in the hierarchy of Courts, feels that fundamental rights 
have been violated, then such Court is required to forthwith refer such matter 
for determination by the Supreme Court. 

40. The Supreme Court is also vested with special exercise of Constitutional 
jurisdiction in respect of Bills. The Supreme Court is empowered to make a 
determination as to whether a Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent with 
the provisions of the Constitution. 
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41. Besides the special jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to hear and determine 
specific allegations relating to the infringement or imminent infringement of 
fundamental rights by executive or administrative action, other civil and 
criminal courts of Sri Lanka are competent to entertain pecuniary claims and 
prosecutions arising from acts involving infringement of fundamental rights by 
executive of administrative action or otherwise. 

42. The Constitution of Sri Lanka also provides that the Parliament shall by 
law provide for the establishment of the office of the Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Administration, Ombudsman, charged with the duty of investigating and 
reporting upon complaints or allegations of the infringement of fundamental rights 
and other injustices by public officers and officers of\ public corporations, local 
authorities and other like institutions, in accordance w'ith and subject to the 
provisions of such law. 

43. The Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration Act No. 17 of 1981 
established the office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration. 
Under the provisions of this Act, if the Committee of Parliament set up 
to consider petitions presented by Members of Parliament is of the view that 
any petition presented to it by a Member of Parliament discloses an infringement 
of a fundamental right or other injustice by a public officer or officer of a 
public corporation, Local Authority or other like institution,it may refer such 
petition to the Commissioner for investigation and report. 

44. Under the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administration Act No. 17 of 1981, 
where a petition is presented by the Public Petitions Committee of Parliament, 
the Parliamentary Commissioner will investigate into the matter and upon the 
conclusion of investigation, he will determine whether there has been or there 
is likely to be an infringement of a fundamental right or other injustice. The 
Commissioner will then report his determination together with his reasons to the 
Public Petitions Committee with a recommendation for appropriate relief. 

45. The Public Petitions Committee may, after consideration of a report made to 
it by the Commissioner, report to Parliament · its opinion on the action to be 
taken on the Commissioner's report. 

46. The constitutional provisions making discrimination on racial grounds 
justiciable, would be meaningless in the absence of a virile and independent 
judiciary. Articles 107 and 110(2) make elaborate provision to ensure the 
independence of the judiciary by security of tenure of office, salaries and 
disciplinary control of judges. 

47. Sri Lanka has an impressive record of an independent and a competent Bar. 
It has been a feature of the political scene in Sri Lanka that a large number 
of Members of Parliament and of the Cabinet of Ministers consist of lawyers. 
This has been a common phenomenon during the periods of office of successive 
governments in Sri Lanka. 

48. A necessary concomitant of the fact that large numbers of members of the 
legal profession take to politics representing not merely different shades of 
political opinion but also from all races would be that a large number of highly 
trained competent lawyers who owe no allegiance to the government in power are 
available to espouse the cause of an alleged victim of discrimination. 
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49. There is in addition a free Legal Aid Scheme available for any person who 
would be unable to afford the services of a lawyer. The Legal Aid Law No. 27 
of 1978 provides for the grant of legal assistance to deserving persons and for 
that purpose has established the Legal Aid Commission and the Legal Aid Fund. 
Furthermore, every alleged act of racial discrimination is usually treated as a 
common cause and espoused as such. 

50. The Constitutional remedies referred to above are in addition to the remedy 
available to every citizen to obtain relief by way of Writ in respect of every 
violation of a fundamental right regardless of whether such violation has occurred 
or is only imminent. 

51. When allegations of racial discrimination or violence have been alleged there 
have been Commissions of Inquiry established under a Presidential Warrant. There 
was established in 1979 a Commission chaired by a retired Chief Justice to inquire 
into a report on allegations of communal violence in the aftermath of the 
General Election. More recently a Commission was set up to examine damage caused 
to the property of an opposition Member of Parliament who belonged to the Tamil 
community. 

52. There has been litigation on behalf of a group of persons in the case of 
A.G. Vs. Suntheralingam where a group of worshippers who were denied access to 
a Hindu Shrine successfully invoked the provisions of the Social Disabilities Act. 

53. There have been no occasions where a group or class of persons have sought 
relief on grounds of racial discrimination. 

54. A measure of protection and remedial relief in respect of alleged violations 
of the provisions of the Convention would also arise from the rules of judicial 
interpretation adopted in Sri Lanka. 

55. Over a period of years, the Courts have sought to interpret statutes on the 
presumption that the legislature intended to make law in accord with the 
principles set out in the international instruments ratified or acceded to by 
Sri Lanka. Whilst this rule of interpretation did not go as far as ruling that 
legislation in conflict with the Declaration of Human Rights was therefore invalid, 
whenever the intention of the legislature was ambiguous the Court would interpret 
it to be in accord with and not in conflict with the relevant international 
instruments. 

ARTICLE 7: 

56. Sri Lanka has ratified the major international instruments in the field of 
human rights, including: 

(i) The International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights. 

(ii) The International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights. 

(iii) The International Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. 



(iv) The International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid. 

(v) 1he Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Discrimination against Women. 

(vi) The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of the Crime of Genocide. 

(vii) The Slavery Convention and the Protocol amending 
the Slave~y Convention signed at Geneva on 
25 September 1926. 
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(viii) The Convention on the Nationality of Married Women. 

(ix) The Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic 
in Persons and of the Exploitation of the 
Prostitution of Others. 

(x) The Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age 
for Marriage and Registration of Marriages. 

57, The policy adopted by Sri Lanka in becoming a party to these Conventions was 
in line with Sri Lanka's commitment to both the observance of human rights and 
the promotion of the same at an international level. 

I. EDUCATION AiW TEACHING: 

Introduction 

58, Sri Lanka follows a policy of ensuring equal rights to all citizens and 
makes no distinction on the grounds of race, colour or ethnic origin in the provision 
of education. It has a system of free education which came into effect even before 
the country attained independence in 1948. This system provides free and open ·access 
to education, irrespective of any distinction, to children of all races, castes and 
religions, and a continuous education free of cost up to the completion of a degree 
course at university level. In addition to free tuition at all education 
institutions, the State also provides free school textbooks to all school children. 
The provision of equal opportunities in education for all, is further reinforced by 
a generous system of scholarships for students at the secondary level in schools and 
at universities to cover costs of subsistence. 

59. Students in a majority of the schools receive free midday meals. All these 
facilities are provided without any distinction whatsoever. Only the provision 
of scholarships is limited to children of parents with low incomes. 

60. There is only a single national scheme of education throughout the country 
and all children sit the same national examinations at the end of the junior 
secondary and senior secondary levels. Admission to universities is on a 
competitive basis with some weightage given to children from disadvantaged areas. 
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Human Rights Teaching in the Past 

61 . The principles of equality of all human beings in respect of basis human 
rights has been emphasized in the study of different subjects in the teaching 
institutions of Sri Lanka. An examination of the teaching programmes in 
subjects like History, Civics, Government, Political Science, Ethics , Religion 
r eveals that this objective was incorporated in their study during the last several 
decades . In recent years however a special effort has been made to organize 
the systematic achievement of this objective through education and t eaching. 
The high enrolment rates as well as the uniformity of the school curriculum 
th~oughout the country are factors which are favourable to the implementation 
of national goals and plans in this sphere. 

Recent Innovations in Schools 

62. In pursuance of the request made by the General Assembly of the United Nations, 
action was initiated by the Human Rights Centre and the Sri Lanka Foundation to 
introduce the teaching of Human Rights in s chools and universities. 

63. At the request of the Chairman, Sri Lanka Foundation and Human Rights Centre, 
the President of Sri Lanka directed t he Ministries concerned to introduce the 
teaching of Human Rights into the curricula of schools and universities. This was 
in recognition of the fact that one of the main steps in the elimination of racial 
discrimination is the demolition of the myth of r acial superiority and the need to 
emphasize the fact that all races form part of a common unit of human beings. 

64. A Joint committee representing the Sri Lanka Foundation and the Ministry of 
Education was set up to formulate a project for the teaching of human rights in 
all schools in Sri Lanka. A project was formulated to implement the teaching 
programme beginning in 1983 . It was decided that human rights material should 
be incorporated in the social studies in the junior secondary grades (6 to 10) 
and in appropriate subjects in the senior secondary grades {11 to 12). Although 
the total aid requsted for the project was not received it was launched with a 
grant of $20, 000 from UNESCO. The Ministry of Education in co-operation with 
the Sri Lanka Foundation has successfully launched the first phase of the 
programme which has been planned as follows: 

Phase I 

Phase II 

Phase III 

Grades 6, 7 and 8 

Grades 9 and 10 

Grades 11 and 12 

1983 

1984185 

1986/87 

65 . In Phase I of the programme the following activities have been concluded : 

1. Preparation and distribution of curriculum material. 

2. Training of in-service advisers. 



3. Training of social studies teachers in 
Grades 6, 7 and 8. 

4. Preparation of reading material for students. 
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66. The study in Phases! and II of the programme include the following elements 
which are relevant to combating racial prejudice and the promotion of human 
rights issues: 

l. Rights and duties 1n the home and school. 

2. Rights and duties of people living in the 
village/town. 

3. Social differences and equal rights. 

4. National Flag and National Anthem as symbols 
of equality and unity. 

5. People who inhabit the earth. 

6. Culture and Religion - differences 
and common features. 

7. Equality in diversity. 

8. Human Rights in the past . 

9. The struggle for Human Rights. 

10. The United Nations involvement in Human Rights. 

11. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

12 . The International Bill of Human Rights. 

13. Human Rights in Sri Lanka's Constitution and Law. 
(See a lso Annex I) . 

Teaching in the Universities: 

67. The introduction of human rights elements into the various disciplines at 
the universities was discussed at several conferences with university teachers. 
A joint committee of repr esentatives of all the universities was appointed. The 
President of Sri Lanka himself attended a meeting of this committee and emphasized 
the need for a teaching programme. He said: 

"Recognition of fundamental rights is part and parcel of our policy 
Just as we teach religion, Human Rights should be taught in the schools and 
Universities ... Human Rights should be the basis of our life style." 

68. The programme of human rights teach ing at the universities 1s now in the 
process of implementa tion. The Master of Laws Course of the University of 
Sri Lanka provides for Human Rights as a specialized field of study. 
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Ji.NCILURY PRCGRAMMES : 

1. Students Competitions : 

69. An island-wide schools I Poster Competition on Human Rights was organized in 
December 1978 to commemorate the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

70. The competitors were divided into two categories according to age and had to 
send pictorial presentations of their interpretation of anyone of the articles of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The competitions attracted approximately 
30,000 competitors. 

71. A quiz competition on human rights open to all school children was conducted 
by the Sri Lanka Foundation in 1981 . The competition was intended to promote wider 
awareness of human rights and better appreciation of peoples responsibility for 
their protection and promotion. It was based on material relevant to various 
aspects of human rights. 

2. Students Exchange Programme: 

72. A programme of the Ministry of Education through whi eh facilities were provided 
for a group of school children from one race to visit and live with school children 
of another race for a short :period in order to develop intel'--racial understanding. 

Associated School Project: 

73. Another project of the Minist:cy of Education whereby schools in different 
regions usually of different racial groups and media were twinned and corresponded 
with each other. 

Adult Education: 

74. The Sri Lanka Foundation Institute has also conducted an adult education 
programme by a series of discussions and seminars~ Subjects included problems of 
youth, labour and community development. When human rights problems are surfaced 
here they are discussed in detail. Participants are usually residents in the 
Institute and they consist of all communities. 

75. During the year 1982, 30 seminars were organized by the Sri Lanka Foundation 
Institute, the main focus of which was to assist the participants to improve their 
organizations and leadership skills and build a greater awareness about their 
relation to each other and to socio-economic issues and the national development 
process. 

5. Further Programmes: 

76. A revised school structure and with it new curricular progralllilles are due to 
come into operation commencing in 1985. It is proposed to make use of this 
opportunity to further strengthen racial integration and goodwill and understanding 
among ethnic groups. 

77. Initial work is already in progress to organize a programme of national 
integration in schools. A Committee of School Principals has been appointed to draw 
,l:J a pilot programme for implementing this scheme. 
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78. Meanwhile in the revised curriculum it is proposed to strengthen the areas 
which promote national integration. The Human Rights Programme which commenced 
in 1983 will be reinforced and it will become an integra.l part of the social studies. 
New areas will also be introduced into the social studies syllabus as well as 
other syllabuses which will help in developing correct attitudes towards racial 
and ethnic problems and na.t i onal integration. 

II. CULTURE: 

79, Two important statutes which has as its objective, the development of national 
culture and the promotion of intra- cultural understanding among the ethni c groups 
u1 Sri Lanka are; (a) The Central Cultural Fund Act No . 17 of 1980; and 
(b) Arts Council of Ceylon Acts No. 18 of 1952. 

(a) The Central Cultural Fund (CCF): 

80. Several important initiatives have been taken in the cultural field which 
would combat racial prejudice and promote_ racial harmony. 

81. The Central Cultural Fund Act makes provision for the development of culture 
and religious monuments in Sri Lanka and to provide for the restorati on and 
preservation of cultural monuments, the development of religious and cultural 
activities in Sri Lanka and abroad. Its objectives are set out in section 8 of the 
Act. Although, at present the main thrust of the activities of the CCF is in the 
Cultural Triangle l-1:rea in the North Central ·Province, the objectives are by no 
means limited to this alone. For instance, it can make awards to persons who have 
served the nation in cultural and religious fields, provide financial assistance 
to artists, writers and musicians, sculptors a.nd others engaged in promoting 
cultural activities. Such an objective is clearly not limited to any one ethnic 
or racial group. 

82. A further objective of the Act i s that any other religious or cultural purpose 
which is in the opinion of the Board of benefit or interest to the public could be 
provided for. 

83. In furtherance of these objectives the CCF has in its programme of work the 
restoration of the ancient Kovils which are places of Hindu worship in the 
Polonnaruwa area. Already .public contributions have been forthcoming for this 
purpose and the restoration of these Kovils will be undertaken in due course. 

(b) The Arts Council : 

84. The Ji.rts Council of Ceylon has now been re-activated by a Cabinet decision of 
July 1983 , The general objectives of the Council as set out in section 2 of the 
Act (chapter 278) are by no means confined to any particular ethnic or racial group. 

85, Its objectives are inter alia, to develop greater knowledge understanding ru:1d 
practice of the fine arts, to increase accessibility of works of art to the public 
to improve the standard, execution in the fine arts, to preserve promote and 
encourage the indigenious arts and crafts and to advise the government on any 
matter concerned directly or indirectly with the above matters. 

86 . One of the panels to be ~ppointed under section 12 of the Act is for Tamil Drama. 
The Ministry of Regional Development, which is the Ministry i1: charge_of 
Tamil Culture has been requested to make nominations to constitute this panel. 
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(c) Research1 

87 . The Ministry of Cultural Affairs intends supporting research to be done by 
Unive:csi ty r-!.ce,demics in certain areas which are of particular relevance to promotine 
religious and ethnic harmony. For instance, one of the suggestions made is to 
promote research in preparing a book entitled "Religious Cultures in Sri Lanke." 
dealing with l3uddhism, Hinduism, Islam .;1nd Christie.nity. 

88 . In the international sphere a proposal has been accepted to set up a.n 
International Cultural Centre. The objective of setting up this Centre is to promote 
understanding tolerance and friendship among nations and racial and ethnic groups . 
Several preliminary proposals have been made in this respect by the Secrety of the 
Groupe-des-Amis de Sri Lanka. 

89, The Sri Lanka Foundation Institute in association with the Sri Lanke Broadcasting 
Corporation and the Sri Lanka Rupavahin:i. Corporation are holding "Promenade Concerts" 
at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute to give an opportunity to talented musicians 
to perform to t~e public. Sinhala, Tamil and English musical performances heve 
been organized. 

90. A Sri Lanka Television Training Centre has been started and an education 
programme has just been arranged. Thie is to introduce awareness of socio-behaviour 
of people to each other and the importance of iiving in peace and harmony. 

III. :rnFORMATION: 

(a) Publications; 

91, The Human Rights Centre has in the past years translated the United Nations 
Publications on Human Rights into national langua~ee and freely distributed them 
throughout the island. • 

92. Seminar courses and reports were also publicized. The follouing publications 
are available to the public and were distributed free to all ~articipants, namely : 
International Law and Development - Some Asian Perspectives, Media and Development, 
Religion and Culture in the Develo_r,>ment of Human Rights in Sri Lanka and Labour 
Issues in Development . 

(b) Library~ 

93 . In addition to the very good library at the Sri Lanka Foundation Institute, 
there is a specia,lized library at the Human Rights Centre which concentrates on 
Human Rights Publications Resee.rch . Scholars and s t udents do their studies in this 
library and books are also lent. 

(c) T.V. Porg:ramme: 

94. In 1982 a T. V. programme vns arranged entitled •Unity in Diversity'. This 
emphaGized the oneness of all the different communities in the country and that 
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basically each person had m.,.ny factors in comr.ion and was similar to each other. 
·l'he programme explained various religious and cultural traditions and pointed out 
how basic these were to all people ,matever ethnic groups they may belong to. 

DI. GENERAL: 

Specia.l National a.nd_Ipternational_ Seminars= 

95. There was a series of seminars dur~ng the year 1982 to promote communal amity 
amongst the people in Sri Lanka : 

(a) United lfations Regional Seminar on •National , Local and Regional 
.Arrangements for the Promotion and Protection of HULW.n Rights in the Asian Region• 
uas held in June 1982, the aim of which was to examine the feasibility of forming 
a regional organization for the protection and promotion of human rights in the 
ESCAP ;region. 

(b) United Nations Seminar on "Refugee Law in South Asia" was held in June 1983 . 
This seminar was conducted in association with the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees . 

(c) Seminar on "The Religious anc1 Cultural Tro.ditiona in the Development of 
ffi.unan Rights in Sri Lanka" - December 1980. 

In Sri Lanka the religious groups are mostly ethnic groups. The purpose of 
this was to examine the traditions and customs of each religion in relation to 
human rights and to examine a common programme of action. 

(d) The posters depicting the articles of the Universal Declaration were 
displayed at the United Nations Human Rights Centre in Geneva at the twentieth 
session of the Hume,n Rights Committee. 

(e) A Seminar on Human Rights for Prison Officials was also organized by the 
Sri Lanka Foundation. An International Seminar on Human Rights in the field of 
law enforcement is proposed to be held in February 1984, by the Foundation, in 
association with the International Centre of Sociological , Penal and Peni tentiary 
Research and Studies of Messina, Italy. 
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Annex 

CONCEPTS AND POINTS nr THE SYLLiJ3US DEALING \'!ITH HUMAN RIGHTS 

Following are the concepts and the points in the syllo.bus at which the subject 
of human rights was introduced : 

Concepts 

01. Each member of a family has certain rights as well 
as duties 

02. 

06. 

07. 

08. 

10. 

11. 

Each person in a village/town has certP-in rights 
as well as duties 

Every person livine in society has certain rights 
and duties 

Rights and duties are interdependent 

When rights are accepted and duties are performed 
there is peace and justice in society and it 
becomes a better place to live in 

People of Sri Lanka belonging to different races 
and religions and speaking different languages are 
all entitled to the same basic human rights 

Our National Flag and National Anthem are SJ'l!lbols 
of that equality and unity 

People differ in colour, physical featUl'es and 
size, mainly due to the effects of physical 
environment, but as human beings they are all 
entitled to the same human rights 

When we study about ancient civilizations, we 
see that o.11 people did not have equal rights 

In ancient Sri Lanka too, all the people did not 
have equal rights 

The great religions of the world, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Christianity and Islam taught that all 
men are equal but the idea of equal rights was 
not accepted in most societies 

Entry point 

Gr.6 2 . 20 

2.20 

2.30 

3 .00 

3.00 

3.00 

3.30 

Gr. 7 1.50 

2.00 

2.00 

3.00 



12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

People had to wage a lon~ struggle in different 
parts of the world to obtain human rights 

As a result of this st:r.uggle basic human rights 
have been recogn~zed in some countries but all 
the people :.n all the countries do not hfwe 
these :rightei 

The United Nations is dedicated to the task 
of obtaining huma..~ rights for all people in all 
cov.ntries 

The United Nations has procl aimed the 
Declaraticn of Human Ri e91ts and several other 
related documents as a step towards the 
achievement of basic human rights for all people 
in all the coun'.;ries of' the world 
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Gr.8 3. 00 

3 . 00 

3.00 

3.00 




