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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of New Zeal and (continued) (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add.3; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 33;
CRC/C/Q NZL.1 (list of issues); witten replies by the Governnent of
New Zeal and, docunent w thout a synbol, English only)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson., the New Zeal and del egati on resuned

its place at the Conmittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON invited the New Zeal and del egation to reply to the
guestions asked by the menmbers of the Conmittee on the previous day.

3. Ms. G BSON (New Zeal and), replying to the question asked by M. Kol osov
on the issue of Tokel aou, said that New Zeal and had ratified the Convention on
the Rights of the Child in 1993, when Tokel aou had still been a

non-sel f-governing territory. Nunerous institutional changes had gradually
led to the establishnment in the territory of an autonomous | ocal Governnent
with two main institutions, the “General Fono” and the Faipule Council. In
view of the major administrative and constitutional reforms introduced in
Tokel aou in 1994, the General Fono had preferred to postpone consideration of
the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. However, in
1996, the representatives of the Covernnent of Tokel aou had hel ped the

regi onal UNI CEF office prepare a translation of the Convention into the |oca
| anguage, the text of which had been wi dely distributed throughout the three
atolls conprising the territory. |In addition, the Governnent of New Zeal and
woul d provide the Tokel aou authorities with any assistance they woul d need
when they considered acceding to the Convention

4, Wth regard to the promotion and di ssem nati on of the Convention, she
said that its text had not been distributed in all the country's schools, but
coul d be obtained free of charge fromthe office of the Comm ssioner for
Children. The Convention had been translated into Maori and distributed in

t he kura kaupapa schools which provided instruction in Maori

5. In reply to a question by Ms. Sardenberg on the issue of access to
education for young rural Muoris, she provided statistics showi ng a huge
increase in the percentage of young girls enrolled in school, which had risen
to 71 per cent between 1992 and 1996

6. Ms. ARNOLD (New Zeal and), replying to the question by Mss Mason on
Maori marriage custons, said that, under the influence of Christianity, in
particular, there were no | onger many differences between Maori and non- Maori
marriage custons. Maori customary | aw was taken into account in conformty
with the Treaty of Waitangi, which protected the rights and property of the

i ndi genous Maori inhabitants. The Governnment was trying to reduce the
disparities affecting the Maoris in respect of devel opment policy and had

pl edged to honour its conmitnments under the Treaty of Waitangi and to
conpensate the Maoris and return their land to them The Governnment was al so
drafting additional neasures to nitigate the injustices fromwhich Maoris in
poor areas suffered. The Mnistry of Maori Devel opment (Te Puni Kokiri),
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whi ch had been established in 1992, was designed to pronmpte Maor
interests and to organi ze consultations anmong them on devel opment policies.

7. M. LISTER (New Zeal and), replying to Ms. Eufem o, said that many

New Zeal and | egi sl ative instrunments took account of the best interests of the
child; he gave the exanples of the relevant articles of the Guardianship Act,
the Matrinmonial Property Act and the Fam |y Proceedi ngs Act.

8. Wth regard to the incorporation of human rights instruments into
donestic law, he said that international instruments did not automatically
become part of New Zeal and | aw t hrough the process of ratification, accession
or acceptance and that, in order for an international instrument to have
donmestic effect, its provisions nust either already exist in New Zeal and or
new | egi sl ation had to be enacted. |In that connection, he referred to

par agraph 73 of the core docunent (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 33).

9. In reply to Ms. Sardenberg, he said that all New Zeal and citizens could
| odge a conplaint if they believed they were the victins of racial
discrimnation. The Race Rel ations Act had been adopted in 1972 and a
Conciliator appointed to investigate conplaints of that kind. The Departnent
of Social Welfare also provided information on many issues relating to race
rel ations.

10. Replying to M. Hamuarberg, he said that, under the Filnms, Videos and
Publ i cations Classification Act, all video cassettes on sale or hire to the
public had to be classified (unrestricted, objectionable and objectionable
except in a range of circunstances). Under the provisions of article 120 of
the Act, the Departnment of Internal Affairs enployed inspectors to ensure that
all video cassettes were properly classified. The police were also authorized
to carry out simlar checks. 1In addition, television broadcasts could even be
banned in response to conplaints filed under the code of practice of the
broadcasting authorities. However, there was no clearly defined strategy in
New Zeal and to provi de guidance for children in that area, although the
Governnment intended to follow the exanple of the strategy adopted in
Australia.

11. In reply to M ss Mason, he assured her that the criteria applied when
children were separated fromtheir parents who were in prison always took
account of the best interests of the child. The Departnent of Corrections was
responsi bl e for adopting a prisons policy enphasizing the preservation of

fam |y relations and there was a detailed procedural manual to ensure that
persons were detained under the best possible conditions. Specific provisions
exi sted for wonren with children less than six nmonths old. Men and wonmen were
entitled to the same visiting rights, although they varied somewhat from one
prison to another. Prisoners were granted three days' parole to enable them
to keep in touch with their famly and special provisions existed under the
Crimnal Justice Act to provide prisoners with guidance with a viewto their
early rel ease

12. M. ANGUS (New Zeal and), replying to Ms. Karp, said that famly group
conferences participated directly in the adm nistration of juvenile justice,
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in accordance with procedures designed to ensure that the rights of and | ega
protection for children and young people were fully respected. Social workers
pl ayed a nmajor role in the conferences.

13. Regarding the right of parents to use “reasonable” force towards their
children, he said that social and educational nmeasures were taken to protect
children against violence in general. The forner Government had wanted to

abolish article 59 of the Crimnal Code, which authorized parents to use
“reasonable force” to discipline their children, on the understanding that,
ultimately it was for the courts to decide whether force was reasonable in a
particul ar case. The present CGovernnent had not reached a consensus on the
repeal of the article, although its studies had shown that parental behaviour
had changed since 1991 and that, as a rule, they no |l onger resorted to severe
physi cal puni shnent.

14. In reply to the question by Ms. Badran on training for social workers,
in particular with regard to human rights and the rights of the child, he said
that a national training programre had been specially designed for them Wth
regard to M ss Mason's question about incest, he said that a survey on sexua
abuse as a whole, including incest, had been conducted anong 3, 000 wonen.
According to the survey, 10 per cent of sexual abuse occurred in the famly.

A range of services were available to children who had suffered sexual abuse
In that connection, he referred the nenbers of the Cormmittee to the witten
reply to question 53. Measures were al so being taken to reimburse the | ega
and nedi cal expenses of victinms. Children aged over 14 could deal directly
with the services concerned.

15. Ms. KARP noted that the State party's |egislation recognized the right
of children to express their opinion before the courts, but what was the
situation with regard to the right of children to be heard in daily life and
in aless formal setting than the courts? She al so asked whether i ndi genous
children - who were particularly vulnerable - could be heard.

16. As to violence within the famly, the fact that parents in New Zeal and
were authorized to use “reasonable” force raised a nunber of questions: had
there been any cases in which force had been used w thout justification? Ws
t he nmeani ng of “reasonable” explained to parents? Wre any information and
educational neasures taken to prevent abuses and what was the role of the
Conmi ssioner for Children in that regard? She al so asked whether any parents
had been prosecuted, tried and puni shed for sexual abuse and in particular for

incest. It was stated in the report that corporal punishnment was prohibited
in schools and governnent institutions, but she would like to know what the
situation was in private institutions. In her view, there should sinmply be an

outright prohibition on corporal punishnment. The State party should al so

di spel any m sunder standi ngs about discrim nation agai nst Maori and ot her

i ndi genous children by giving details of any positive measures which had been
taken on their behal f.

17. Referring to child health and wel fare, she noted that children aged
over 16 could consult a doctor without their parents being informed. She
asked whet her any provision was nade for a confidential system of information
or consultation for children aged under 16 with particul ar nmedi cal problens
and whet her, when it was in the best interests of the child, children were
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entitled to consult their nedical records thenselves. Wth regard to the age
of consent for sexual relations, there was apparently some inconsistency

bet ween the provision of New Zeal and | egi sl ation which set the m ni num age for
marri age at 16 and paragraph 27 of the report, according to which girls aged
between 12 and 16 coul d have sexual relations if they were married.

18. Regarding children's nental health and the prevention of child suicides,
she asked whether the new neasures and initiatives planned by the authorities
t ook account of the views of children and whether efforts were being nmade to
ensure they were not doubly victim zed (for exanple, by being interned). She
al so asked whet her there were any guidelines governing the internnent of

chil dren and whether children could refuse a decision to intern them and | odge
an appeal

19. M. MOMBESHORA noted that, according to a statenent by the New Zeal and
Prime Mnister, there was no poverty in New Zeal and. He asked whether there
were neverthel ess some cases of poverty and what the authorities were doing
about them The information provided on the nutritional status of

New Zeal and' s popul ati on was al so sonewhat too general. Information on
efforts by the State party to ensure mninmumfood security and to deal with
cases of malnutrition would be appreciated. He asked whet her nothers were
encouraged to breastfeed their children and whether it was necessary to
overcone resistance to breastfeeding. He also asked whether further

i nformati on could be provided on the Code of Rights for Consuners of Health
and Disability Services.

20. It would al so be useful if the delegation could indicate whether
abortion was authorized other than on nedical grounds and how New Zeal and was
participating in the dobal Programre on AIDS. Like Ms. Karp, he wished to
know whet her children aged under 16 could consult a doctor wi thout their
parents' perm ssion

21. M. HAMVARBERG said that, |ike other States parties, New Zeal and had
taken the view that the Convention contained a |list of mninmumrequirenents
which had to be nmet in relation to respect for and the pronotion of the rights
of the child and that, whenever it conflicted with its own |egislation, it
shoul d anmend the latter. However, if a nore proactive view of the Convention
were adopted, the State party could hardly claimthat it fully inplenmented al
aspects of it. For exanple, although the principle of the best interests of
the child was duly recogni zed in the New Zeal and Children, Young Persons and
their Families Act, he would like to know how the principle was reflected in
the other acts and, in particular, in those relating to education

22. Wth regard particularly to the right of children to protection from al
forms of violence, which was provided for in article 19 of the Convention, it
was apparent fromthe statenents by the State party that the problem of the
confidentiality of information on children, particularly nedical records, was
properly taken into account. The report also indicated that anyone could
report a case of ill-treatnent to the authorities and that the police and
soci al services were required to investigate all cases. However, the
possibility for parents to use “reasonable” force against their children
(report, para. 188) gave rise to sonme concern as it mght be assuned that sone
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forms of abuse were authorized. New Zeal and should anmend its |egislation, as
many ot her countries had already done, in order to send a clear signal to
parents and children on that subject.

23. Where child | abour was concerned, the State party had nade a reservation
to article 32 of the Convention on the grounds that its own |egislation was
adequate. Although New Zeal and | egislation set some linmts on night work by
children or the operation of machines by them for exanmple, it had to be
enphasi zed that nost States parties went even further in that regard, and
that, in practice, no other country had nmade the sanme reservation. The
overall principle was that a m ni nrum age for enpl oynent always had to be set,
possi bly according to the step-by-step approach provided for in the rel evant
ILO requirenments. \Whatever the case, the matter required further

consi deration.

24. The situation of refugees in New Zeal and shoul d be reconsidered in order
to avoid discrimnation between those registered with UNHCR, who seened to be
satisfactorily cared for, and “spontaneous” refugees who apparently had
problems in integrating. As to the acquisition of nationality in particular
the informati on provi ded showed that refugee children who had not been born in
New Zeal and had to wait until they were 18 to apply for New Zeal and
nationality unlike refugee children who had been born in New Zeal and. He
requested further information on that point.

25. Ms. EUFEM O said that she would like information on the attitude in
New Zeal and towards sexual relations before nmarriage and whether there were
any pre-marital advisory services. Wat material assistance was provided for
single fathers and nothers and what was done to ensure they were not

ostraci zed? Regarding adoption, the procedure adoptive parents had to follow
was cl ear; she would, however, like to know whether third parties were

i nvolved in some cases and whether any financial transactions took place. She
was al so concerned about the problem of adopted children who mght find it
difficult to integrate into their new fam |y because they had known their

bi ol ogi cal parents and she asked whether children who had been separated from
their biological parents at an early age were inmedi ately decl ared adopt abl e.
She asked whether any information was avail able on private arrangenments

bet ween bi ol ogi cal and adoptive parents.

26. Ms. SARDENBERG referring to the right of children and young persons to
take part in decisions concerning them said that a question had been asked
the previous day about the renedies available to pupils affected by a decision
to expel themfromtheir school. She also asked whether conplaints | odged
with the Race Rel ations Conciliator, the Comm ssioner for Children and the
Privacy Conmi ssioner or other bodies had been eval uated and, if so, what
trends had been apparent. Had the evaluation shown that certain groups of
children were nore often concerned than others?

27. The reply to question 31 on further measures to reduce the nunber of
accidents stated that appropriate neasures had al ready been taken, although
they were apparently intended for the urban popul ation. She asked whet her
there were any relevant data on Maori children and children from poor
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backgrounds indicating an inprovenment in the trend. She al so asked whet her
any consideration was given to how Maori and other children could rmutually
benefit fromtheir specific cultural background.

28. M. ANGUS (New Zeal and) said that information had already been provided,
as requested by Ms. Karp, on adninistrative and other neasures to enable
children to express their point of view. The Comm ssioner for Children was
particularly attentive to that concern and the opinion of children, especially
Maori children, was increasingly taken into account. Regarding abuse, he said
that it was difficult to provide a figure on the nunber of conplaints,
prosecutions and convictions, but it should be enphasized that the law | aid
down strict penalties, including prison sentences.

29. Referring to M. Mnbeshora's coments on the question of poverty, he
said that, in practical and absolute terns, there was no poverty in

New Zeal and and that all New Zeal anders had access to the basic necessities.
However, as everywhere, there were perhaps cases of relative poverty and a
nunber of programes had been set up to assist the persons concerned, in
particul ar by providing themw th an income suppl enent and encouragi ng themto
work and to participate in society. A working group on enpl oynent was
involved in all those activities. There were conpul sory |arge-scale
nutritional programes whose purpose was to provide a mninmumdiet and nore
speci fic programres such as the “food banks” through which food parcels were
distributed to needy famlies. To his know edge, cases of serious

mal nutrition were extrenely rare.

30. Lastly, in reply to the questions asked by Ms. Eufem o on singl e-parent
famlies, he said that a decline in the nunber of early pregnancies had
recently been recorded, but the nunber of single-parent famlies had

i ncreased. There were advisory services for future spouses, but consultations
were not conpul sory. There were also programes for parents with
difficulties. In material terns, various forns of governnental assistance
were provided for single-parent famlies, for whoma w de range of services
set up in cooperation with famly associ ations were available. As far as

del i nquency was concerned there was no proof of a causal |ink between the
juvenil e delinquency rate and single-parent fanmlies, but it was true that
such cases did exist.

31. Wth regard to adoption, the New Zeal and del egati on bel i eved that
adoptive parents were no nore protected than adoptive children. Wile support
and advice were available for the fornmer, the latter had the assurance that
the Family Court put their best interests first. All adoptions had to be
approved by a social worker and could not go ahead wi thout the consent of both
adoptive parents. The latter were not required to informthe biol ogica
parents of their child s devel opment, but frequently did so w thout any
particul ar problens arising. The law allowed themto refuse to provide such
information if they believed that it might be contrary to the best interests
of the child.

32. There was, noreover, no legal provision to prevent a person who w shed
to adopt a child fromconing to a private agreenent with parents who want ed
their child to be adopted, subject to the express condition that no noney
shoul d be invol ved. There had neverthel ess been cases of couples who had
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conceived a child and who had received support fromthe child' s future
adoptive parents during the nother's pregnancy, a practice which the courts
had equated with responsibility for maintenance, and found not to be ill egal

33. M. LISTER (New Zeal and) said that there were no strict rules relating
to the provision of nedical care for m nors because young persons aged over 16
could agree to receive medical treatnent wi thout their parents' consent. The
rule also applied to children aged under 16 if the doctor considered that they
had sufficient understanding to take a decision. Mreover, the regiona

health authorities had adopted a series of measures to facilitate access to
health care for young people, particularly through school medicine.

34. Under the Health Information Privacy Code, the parents or guardi ans of a
child aged under 16 were not entitled to consult nedical data relating to the
child unless the conpetent authorities deened that the child was incapabl e of
exercising the rights conferred on himor her by the Code.

35. Regardi ng those sexual relations classified as offences by the 1961 Act,
his del egation would try to provide the Conmittee with clarifications of the

| ast sentence of paragraph 27 of the report, which dealt with the matter
before the end of the current session

36. In connection with young persons' nental health, the health authorities
had been doi ng everything possible for the past 20 years to ensure that
mentally ill young people were not interned in psychiatric institutions, but

treated as out-patients.

37. On the question of nutrition, his delegation could provide the Conmittee
with a brochure published by the Mnistry of Health and entitled “Progress on
Heal th Qutconme Targets”, which dealt, inter alia, with the question. In that

connection, he enphasized that, to his del egation's knowl edge, no cases of
serious malnutrition had been reported in New Zeal and and there had been no
canpai gn agai nst breastfeedi ng.

38. In the legislative field, the Governnent believed that ratification of

t he Convention was but one stage in the process of strengthening the rights of
children and it intended to go beyond the mnimum rul es enbodied in that

i nstrument. The Conmi ssioner for Children was working along those lines in

cl ose cooperation with the Human Ri ghts Conmm ssion, of which he was a nenber.

39. The rel evant health statistics showed that the situation of the Muori
was | ess satisfactory than that of the non-Muori in virtually all areas.
However, it should be noted that the gap had narrowed consi derably over the
| ast 15 years

40. Ms. G BSON (New Zeal and) said that, generally speaking, public agencies
responsi bl e for devel opnent policies were instructed to take account of the
vi ews expressed by citizens in general and by the Muori in particular and,
where information was concerned, to give priority to dialogue. Occasionally,
however, it seened that, if their proposals were not adopted, the Maori

consi dered that they had not been |istened to; a reasonabl e consensus nust,
however, be reached that would take account of all the proposals made.
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41. Ms. ARNOLD (New Zeal and) said that, as the Maori were not a honpgenous
group, it was difficult to adopt a devel opment policy on which that community
unani nously agreed. 1In any event, where the neasures taken to enable Muori
children to express their views were concerned, a programe had been set up to
devel op awareness of sexismand racismanong girls and to help themto express
their opinions with greater confidence. |In addition, the Mnistry of Muor
Devel opnent earnarked a consi derabl e proportion of its budget for welfare and
was currently setting up a unit for the pronotion of Maori health. Wth
regard to viol ence against Maori wormen, it was difficult to know whether the
probl em was getting worse, even though nore and nore victinms of violence

agai nst wonen took shelter in the hones set up for them

42. M. ANGUS (New Zeal and), referring to ill-treatnent, said that the best
interests of the child took precedence over any considerations of respect for
privacy and that citizens in general and persons who dealt with children in
particular were required to report any cases of child abuse which came to
their know edge to the conpetent authorities.

43. Regardi ng child | abour, his delegation would transnit to the Governnent
the Committee's reconmendation that a mni mum age for enploynment shoul d be
set. However, he pointed out that schooling was conpul sory and that children
could do odd jobs, such as selling newspapers, only outside school hours.
Refugee children who did not enter New Zeal and under a refugee progranme were
not always entitled to the services offered by inmgrant reception centres,
but a wi de range of social services provided by NGOs were available to them

44, The nunber of conplaints submtted by children to the Comn ssioner for
Chil dren was indeed increasing. The conplaints, which related mainly to
education and living conditions, were considered on a case-by-case basis in
cl ose cooperation with the Human Ri ghts Comm ssi on

45. Ms. G BSON (New Zeal and) said that the Government had decided to

i ncorporate into the Education Act the right of children to be heard in
proceedi ngs to expel them To conclude, she assured the Commttee that she
woul d transmt to the New Zeal and Governnent the recommendations it had nmade
on article 59 of the Crines Act and the age at which children could acquire
New Zeal and nationality. Her delegation would also provide the Commttee with
nmore detailed information on malnutrition, cases in which sexual relations
were consi dered an offence, assistance to refugee children and conplaints
submtted to the Commi ssioner for Children

46. M. KOOSOV asked to what extent Maori children would benefit fromthe
financi al conpensation granted by the Governnment to indigenous comunities in
conpensation for the use of part of their |and.

47. M. MOMBESHORA asked whether the abortion |egislation was not contrary
to article 6 of the Convention

48. M . HAMVARBERG asked whet her the New Zeal and Governnent intended to
ratify the international instrunents on statel essness and to w thdraw the
first reservation which it had made in respect of the Convention and which
paved the way for discrimnnation against child asyl um seekers, to whom St ates
parties were required to guarantee access to education, health and socia
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security. He also regretted that the New Zeal and CGovernnment apparently
considered that it was the rule rather than the exception for juvenile
of fenders to be detained together with adult offenders.

49. Ms. KARP asked for information on the inpact of economc policy on the
ri ght of indigenous people to receive an education in their own |anguage and
to develop their culture, as well as on the situation of disabled, and in
particul ar Maori, children

50. Ms. G BSON (New Zeal and) said that it was the responsibility of Maori
iwi (the indigenous tribes) to manage the funds they had received in

settl enent of the conplaints filed. The question of abortion had been the
subject of a lengthy debate in New Zeal and and a consensus had been reached
that the right to abortion was a matter for wonen. Wth regard to the

adm ni stration of juvenile justice, she said that, whenever possible, the
courts attenpted to replace prison sentences by social rehabilitation
nmeasures and that, as a result, inprisonment was the exception for mnors and
it was al so exceptional for mnors to be held together with adults.

51. The infrastructure to allow the Maori to receive an education in their
own | anguage had been considerably inproved. She drew particular attention to
the introduction of a Maori |anguage i mersion progranme for pre-schoo

chil dren (Kohanga reo) and the creation of Maori | anguage schools (Kura
kaupapa Maori), whose purpose was to preserve Maori cultural values. Maori
school s and pre-school establishnments also received the sanme | evel of funding
as other schools in New Zealand. 1In addition, the creation of the Maor
Language Comm ssion was proof of the Government's determ nation to preserve

t he | anguage.

52. M. ANGUS (New Zeal and) confirnmed that the services providing assistance
to di sabl ed people no | onger depended on the Mnistry of Welfare, but on the
M nistry of Health, but their budget had not been changed and there was no

evi dence of any negative inpact on disabled Maori children

The neeting was suspended at 12.25 p.m and resuned at 12.30 p. m

53. Ms. SANTOS PAIS said she was pleased to note that, generally speaking,
New Zeal and | egi sl ation was entirely in keeping with the provisions of the
Convention and that machinery to protect human rights was well established
there. Against that favourable background, it mght be regretted that the
ratification of the Convention had not led to the enactnent of additiona

| egi sl ation on behalf of children, which would have reflected a specific
conmitnment on the Governnent's part towards the Convention, as a specia

i nstrument. Mreover, a nunber of areas required particular attention. For
exanpl e, she urged the New Zeal and authorities to consider, as soon as
possi bl e, withdrawing the reservations nmade in respect of articles 32 and 37
of the Convention. As the Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act
dated from 1989, the |l egislation as a whole should be studied to ensure that
each article of the Convention was properly reflected in it, particularly with
regard to child labour, juvenile justice, the situation of refugee children
and corporal punishnment. The establishnment of permanent nmachinery to serve as
a focal point for the consideration of all child-related issues and to ensure
hori zontal and vertical coordination between the various agencies involved
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woul d be required in order to develop a national strategy. |In addition, the
poorest children should continue to be a budgetary priority. Lastly, she
suggested that the Conmm ssioner for Children should be guaranteed greater

i ndependence.

54. M . HAMVARBERG said that he had taken note with satisfaction of the
constructive initiatives New Zeal and had taken in the various areas connected
with children, particularly health, disabled children and violence within the
famly. However, the approach it had adopted to the various issues was stil
pi eceneal because there was no overall strategy. The New Zeal and authorities
should review their legislation in order to ensure not only that it satisfied
the mnimumcriteria required by the Convention, but also that it
satisfactorily reflected all its innovative and proactive features. It was
al so unfortunate that there had not yet been any anal ysis of the harnfu

i mpact on children of the recent economic recession, which would have made it
possi ble to chart the planned refornms nore precisely. Finally, the

i ndependence of the Conmi ssioner for Children should be better guaranteed.

55. M. KOLOSOV stressed the fact that the potential inpact on children of
any econonmic reforns should be considered before they were inplenented.
Referring to the children of Tokel aou, who did not yet enjoy the protection of
t he Convention, he suggested that, if the acquisition of sovereignty by the
territory was further delayed, the authorities should discuss the situation of
those children in their next periodic report.

56. Ms. KARP said that she endorsed the comments nade by her col | eagues and
enphasi zed the inportance of adequate budget allocations for ill-treated and
di sabl ed children

57. Ms. EUFEM O suggested that the New Zeal and Gover nment shoul d pay cl oser
attention to the problemof single-parent famlies, its causes and any
potentially harnful repercussions on the children concerned.

58. Ms. G BSON (New Zeal and) noted with satisfaction that the nmenbers of the
Committee had recogni zed that New Zeal and | egi sl ati on was conpatible with the
provi sions of the Convention. The New Zeal and authorities were neverthel ess
prepared to carry out a systematic and conprehensive review of their
legislation in order further to inprove it in the light of the Convention

Mor eover, despite the economic crisis which had hit New Zeal and so hard,

budget priority had al ways been given to children and, in particular, to
pre-school children. The Commttee's comrents on New Zeal and' s reservations
to the Convention would be taken into consideration by the New Zeal and

Gover nnment .

59. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Commttee had conpleted its consideration
of the initial report of New Zealand. She welconmed the fruitful dial ogue that
had taken place with the New Zeal and del egati on and hoped that the many
positive intentions of inproving the situation of children would rapidly
become a reality in New Zeal and.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




