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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Mauritius (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 60; CRC/ C/ 3/ Add. 36; CRF/ C. 12/ WP. 6;
written replies by the Governnent, document wi thout a synbol, distributed in
English only)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Peeroo, M. Baichoo,
M. Seetulsingh, Ms. Dwarka-Canabady and M. Lam (Mauritius) took their
places at the Conmmittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON wel conmed the del egation of Mauritius. On behal f of
the Committee, she thanked the Mauritian Governnent for its initial report
(CRC/ ¢/ 3/ Add. 36) and for the witten replies it had provided to the |ist
of issues to be taken up in connection with consideration of the report
(CRC/ C. 12/ WP. 6) .

3. M. PEEROO (Mauritius) said that the Mauritian Government had wi shed to
have the initial report on inplenentation of the Convention on the Rights of
the Child in Mauritius presented by a high-level delegation. He regretted
that the Mnister for Wonen's Rights, Child Devel opnent and Fam |y Wl fare had
not been able to be part of the delegation. He recalled that Mauritius had
been among the first 15 countries to sign and ratify the Convention on the
Rights of the Child in 1990, and explained that it had not been possible to
submt his country's initial report until 1995 on account of the practica
difficulties to which Mauritius was subject as a result of linmted resources.
None the less, in 1995, Mauritius had also subnitted three reports to the
respective bodies dealing with application of the Convention on the

Eli mination of Al Fornms of Discrimnation against Wonen, the Internationa
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention Agai nst
Torture and Qther Cruel, Inhuman or Degradi ng Treatnment or Punishment. In
addition, in March 1996, Mauritius had submitted a report on inplenmentation of
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and was preparing to
host the neeting of the African Conm ssion on Human Rights in COctober 1996.

4, Mauritius was a nation of inmmgrants which proudly considered itself
to be a unique exanple of racial harmony and tol erance, and was intent on
bringing up its children in a harnonious society. The Mauritian Gover nnment
was particularly comritted to the preparation of international |egislation
governed by the universal principles of human rights, and of the rights of
the child in particular.

5. The Government of Mauritius was especially sensitive to anything
affecting children, and had i medi ately taken energetic measures when,
recently, it had becone aware of isolated cases of prostitution involving
children, in connection with tourism Since M. Rangool am had been el ected
Prime Mnister, the CGovernnent of Muritius had introduced free pre-primary
education, and had adopted a constitutional amendnent prohibiting any

di scrimnation on the grounds of gender. It was also intended to appoint a
presi dential conm ssion on the judicial and | egal system which would have the
task inter alia of setting up a famly court, the purpose of which would be to
protect the interests of the famly in general, and children in particular
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6. The Mauritian Governnent supported the proposal that the number of
Committee nenbers should be increased, to enable it fully to discharge its
remt. Perhaps States parties should submt reports at shorter intervals so
that the Coommttee could follow the evolution of situations in the various
countries nore closely.

7. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the Mauritian delegation for its enlightening
information regarding the intentions of its Governnent, and for its
encouragi ng remarks addressed to the Committee. She invited the nenbers

of the Conmittee to ask the del egati on questions on general measures for

i mpl enenting the Convention in Mauritius.

8. M s. BADRAN t hanked the delegation for its statenent. She wel comed the
Mauritian Governnment's decision to withdraw its reservation on article 22 of
the Convention, and noted the steps taken by the Governnent to harnonize

nati onal legislation with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Although
it was a good idea to have concentrated responsibility for matters relating to
wonen, famly and children in a single body, the Mnistry of Wnen's Rights,
Chil d Devel opment and Fami |y Welfare, mght it not place children at a

di sadvant age, since they were |ess well equi pped than wonmen to assert their
rights before the authorities?

9. She inquired as to the exact status of the National Children's Council
If it did indeed have NGO status, the fact that it functioned under the aegis
of a mnistry mght give reason to fear a curtailnent of its freedom of action
and i ndependence. She al so requested information on the progress of the

proj ect undertaken jointly by the Governnent of Mauritius and UNI CEF. Noti ng
the statement in the report that child abuse was a serious problemthat could
extend to infanticide, she asked the del egati on whet her studi es had been nade
for the purpose of gaining a clearer insight into the causes of the
phenonenon, and whether a service for the reception of victins of abuse
continued to operate in district police stations. Finally, she asked whether
the fact that the National Children's Council was required to obtain the

perm ssion of parents before intervening in cases of child abuse did not
restrict its ability to take action

10. Ms. SARDENBERG drew attention to the absence of an institution
responsi bl e for coordinating State child protection services at the centra

and local levels, and asked how the relevant mnistries cooperated to pronote
measures and initiatives on behalf of children. |In that connection, she noted
that an intermnisterial comrttee existed with responsibility for child
prostitution, and wondered whether simlar special commttees had been created
and, if so, on what principles were they founded. She requested further

i nformati on on rel ati ons between the Government and non-governnent a

organi zations. Had the latter been consulted in drafting the report before
the Conmttee and, if so, how had col |l aborati on been organized? Finally, did
the Governnent intend to involve NGOs in inplenmenting neasures the Commttee
on the Rights of the Child might recommend in its concluding observations?

11. Ms. KARP asked whet her the National Children's Council was financed
entirely or in part by the State, and requested i nformation on the extent
of its powers in drafting, coordinating, inplenmenting and nonitoring public
policy regarding children. She also wondered how the inplenmentation of
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children's policies at the local |evel was nmonitored. 1In the event that |oca
authority activities were financed by the Government, did the CGovernnment have
the right of inspection over the manner in which funding allocated to
children's services was used? Was the Mnistry of Whnen's Rights, Child

Devel opnent and Fam |y Welfare involved in allocating funding to | ocal bodies,
or in their activities? Finally, she enquired whether the authorities
assessed informati on programmes and activities intended to increase awareness
of the Convention

12. Mss MASON said it was surprising that the Island of Rodrigues had been
mentioned only twice in the Mauritius report. She asked whether the report

al so covered that Island and requested the del egation to provide the Commttee
with information on the relationship between the two islands, and on the

et hni ¢ conposition of their popul ations.

13. She asked whether a public debate had taken place regarding the
Convention, when the report was drafted, and whether the nedia had been

i nvol ved in awareness-raising and public information activities on the subject
of the Convention. She also asked whether the Convention had been transl ated
into the various |ocal |anguages, and whether a subject dealing with the
rights of the child had been incorporated in the school curriculum Finally,
did the officials and specialists involved in protecting children (teachers,
police officers, judges and | awyers) receive training in connection with the
Conventi on?

14. Ms. EUFEM O was surprised that such a snmall proportion (400,000 rupees)
of the relevant Mnistry's budget was earmarked for children and wonen in

di stress. Meanwhile, the budget for the police departnent dealing with
children was particularly large. It mght be useful, in future, to break down
such figures further, in order to give the Conmttee a clearer understanding
of exactly how funds allocated to children were used.

15. The CHAI RPERSON invited the del egation of Mauritius to answer the
gquestions asked by menbers of the Conmittee.

16. M . PEEROO (Mauritius) began by explaining that the Mauritian CGovernnent
had decided to concentrate matters relating to wonen and children in a single
mnistry, in the belief that all issues involving children should be dealt
with in the light of the close relationship between child and famly. The
objective of that policy was to ensure that children were protected, and

simul taneously to strengthen the famly, in keeping with traditional Mauritian
val ues.

17. Regardi ng the i ndependence of non-governnmental organizations, he said
that the Government allocated subsidies to NGOs and furnished materia
resources to assist themin their activities. However, such organizations
operated in a totally independent manner since the Governnent exercised only
a synbolic right of inspection over their activities and over the manner in
whi ch they used their funds. Hence, NGOs and the CGovernnent worked quite

i ndependent|y towards comopn objecti ves.

18. The task of reviewing |egislation was undertaken by a former Suprene
Court Judge, on the basis of work done by UNI CEF. However, when urgent
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nmeasures were necessary, the Mnistry of Justice took i medi ate action by
referring the matter to all bodies involved. The Mnistry had, for exanple,
ordered the closure of four discothéques suspected of pronoting child
prostitution, thereby eradicating the phenonmenon before it could devel op
further. The Comm ssioner of Police had al so created a specialized child
abuse unit. Followi ng a conplaint by a public body, non-governnenta

organi zation or private individual, a probation officer would i nmediately be
assigned to the case and the victimplaced in the care of an appropriate civi
body. The system had originally functioned only in the capital, but had
subsequent|ly been extended to cover the entire country, including the npst
outlying regions.

19. On the relationship between central Government and | ocal authorities,
he expl ai ned that the Cabinet included a Mnister of Local Governnent who
was fully infornmed of devel opnents at the central |evel. The various

adm ni strative departments were autononous, but the Mnister of Loca
Government exercised a right of inspection over their activities, nonitoring
the use of funds allocated by central Government, and reporting back to the
Nati onal Assenbly. Local councillors were answerable to their electorate for
use of the funds they received for inter alia financing nursery schools,
hiring teachers or organi zing socio-cultural activities for children.
Regar di ng col | aboration between NGOs and the Mnistry of Winen's Rights, Child
Devel opnent and Family Welfare, he stressed that consultation was an essentia
principle of the Mauritian Government's policy. |In that spirit, mnisters net
with all partners two nmonths before drawi ng up the budget and subsequently
supervi sed the way in which public funds were spent.

20. Regarding the nedia, he stated that the press was free and tel evision
was i ndependent. The media acted as a genui ne counterbal ance, covering al
activities of the various mnistries. Meanwhile, the nedia did not hesitate
to use their influence in the service of the rights of the child, thereby
facilitating governnent action in that sphere. Wen the Mnistry of Justice
had becone aware of cases of child prostitution, the press had i medi ately
been inforned so that the public could be nade aware of the problem

21. The efficiency of the child protection system was assessed by
mnistries, cases of child abuse being relatively rare in Mauritius. In the
event of a problem the Mnistry of Wonen's Rights, Child Devel opnent and
Fam |y Welfare drafted a Cabi net menmorandumto bring the situation to the
attention of the Government as a whole, which would then decide on the steps
to be taken

22. M. SEETULSINGH (Mauritius) confirned that the initial report

of Mauritius had been drawn up in consultation with NGOs. |Indeed, the
appendices listed the individuals and organi zati ons consulted. Referring to
har moni zation of legislation with the Convention, he directed attention to the
statenent in the report that such a nmeasure was not necessary, given that
Mauritian | egislation already contai ned nunerous provisions which closely
resenmbl ed those of the Convention. Should it prove necessary in the future,
however, to introduce nore stringent measures, the CGovernment woul d not
hesitate to adopt additional instruments. Since the nunber of infanticides
recorded in Mauritius was so | ow, no study had yet been conducted on the
subj ect .
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23. Rel ati ons between races were particul arly harnoni ous, and the Gover nment
had not placed undue enphasis on the matter of the ethnic composition of the
popul ation in the nost recent census so as not to encourage any division. He
stated that the Mauritian popul ati on was nmade up of sonme 50 per cent Hi ndus,
15 per cent Muslins, 30 per cent Africans and 5 per cent of French or Chinese

extraction. 1In general, the figures in the report also applied to the Island
of Rodrigues, where children enjoyed special assistance in the form for
i nstance, of study grants or reserved places at universities. Al |anguages

spoken in Mauritius were taught in schools, in keeping with the principle of
unity in diversity. Substantial funding was al so devoted to teaching ethnic
cul tures.

24. The Mauritian population was famliar with the Convention, as a result
of exposure in the press. None the |ess, he welconmed Mss Mason's suggestion
regarding nore in-depth training of teachers, judges and police officers on

t he subject of the Convention. |In regard to the matter of setting up an

i ndependent body to nonitor application of the Convention, he stated that his
country did not yet have the financial resources for a children's onbudsman
That role was played mainly by the National Children's Council which was an

i ndependent statutory body, although its current president was an official of
the Mnistry of Wonen's Rights, Child Devel opnent and Family Welfare. The
service responsible for children within the Mnistry allocated avail abl e
funding and ensured that it was correctly used.

25. Ms. EUFEM O asked whet her budgetary allocations to progranmes involving
children resided on a prior assessnent of the situation. |In her view, it was
desirable to establish specific objectives, for instance in conbating

mal nutrition or boosting school attendance rates, before drafting new

| egi sl ation.

26. M s. SARDENBERG asked how | ocal authorities could influence distribution
of funds allocated by central Covernnent when new spheres of action were
identified. For what reasons had the Covernnent created an intermnisteria
conmittee to conbat child prostitution? It was her experience that such a
measure could well prove ineffectual. In that connection, she asked how many
such bodi es existed and how they had been established. She also asked how t he
obj ectives of the National Programme of Action adopted after the Wbrld Sunmt
for Children had been incorporated in education and health policies. Had the
Mauritian Government cooperated with other United Nations bodi es, besides

UNI CEF, in inplenmenting the Convention? Finally, she commented that the
report contained scant information on a nunber of issues, such as the
situation of disabled children, and she asked whether the data-collecting
systemwas sufficiently effective to serve as a basis for drafting realistic
strategi es.

27. M ss MASON stressed that the innovating principles of the Convention
should |l ead to the adoption of new provisions in order to ensure that

nati onal legislation on the rights of the child was fully consistent with the
Convention. She would be interested to know whether children participated in
the public debates organized in Mauritius on the subject of the Convention
She was also worried that there nmight be a duplication of responsibilities
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between the Police Departnent's child abuse unit and the Mnistry's Child
Protection Unit. Did police officers receive training in conbating child
abuse and were there social workers attached to police services?

28. Ms. KARP, referring to the principle in the Convention whereby public
authorities should nobilize all available resources for inplenenting the
Convention, asked whether each mnistry was free to tailor its policies to the
priorities it considered essential, or whether the Governnment was responsible
for setting mnistries' policies relating to children. She also asked how the
Convention was reflected in policies pursued by individual mnistries, and
whet her an independent body existed for nonitoring such policies.

29. She noted that the mnistry in question had shut down the premnm ses where
child prostitution had been conducted and had instituted proceedi ngs agai nst
those responsi ble. Had neasures been taken to assist the victinms and
integrate theminto society?

30. M. KOOSOV said that, in legislation, in adnmnistrative instrunents and
in daily life, public authorities should take nore account of the fact that
Mauritian children could not be considered as their famly's possession
however precious, but as individuals in their own right. The report stated
that national |egislation applied to every Mauritian citizen and that the
rights of all citizens were guaranteed by the Constitution. It would
therefore be appropriate to enbody in legislation the rights and freedons of
children, particularly freedom of association and of information. By way of
exanpl e, he drew attention to the contradiction between the assertion that the
rights of all Mauritians were guaranteed by |egislation, and the fact that
only citizens of over 18 years of age could freely nmarry.

31. Ms. BADRAN said she was uncl ear about how the Mnistry of Wnen's

Ri ghts, Child Devel opnent and Fam |y Welfare could nonitor the activities of
the National Children's Council when it was the Council which coordinated the
activities of the Mnistry and NGOs. She did not understand how a body coul d
coordinate the activities of the institution that controlled it.

The neeting was suspended at 4.55 p.m and resuned at 5.05 p. m

32. M. PEEROO (Mauritius) said the national budget was drawn up with a view
to satisfying the needs of the population as a whole, and the Government did
not allocate funding to individual mnistries to be devoted specifically to

children. However, the education budget, which was in excess of 2 billion
rupees, was intended essentially to cater to the needs of mnors under
18 years of age. |In addition, parents of disabled children and the various

NGOs working with children received special support fromthe State.

33. In Mauritius, school attendance was obligatory and parents who failed

to send their children to school were subject to penalties. Mauritius had
aliteracy rate of 95 per cent. No cases of malnutrition were recorded, and
only 1.6 per cent of the popul ation was unenpl oyed. Wen the authorities of a
village required funding, they first approached the |ocal authorities which

if necessary, applied to the district council which in turn, if in difficulty,
requested assistance fromthe relevant mnistry.
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34. He was not in a position to furnish information on the intermnisteria
committee nmentioned in the report, since the report had been drafted by the
previ ous Governnent. However, he stressed that when cases of sexua
exploitation of children had been reported, he had informed the Cabi net which
had then convened representatives of the Mnistry of Wonen's Rights, Child
Devel opnent and Family Welfare, the Mnistry of Labour and Industria

Rel ations and the Mnistry of the Interior. That was how an intermnisteria
commttee had been fornmed to deal with the problem

35. The Central Statistical Ofice possessed data on disabled children which
woul d be passed on to the Cormittee as soon as possible. He explained that

di sabl ed children were the responsibility of the Mnistry of Social Security,
and that their famlies received an allowance. |In addition, private

i ndi vi dual s coul d deduct any sunms donated for that purpose fromtheir incone

t ax.

36. Oficials of the Mnistry of Wonen's Rights, Child Devel opment and

Fam |y Welfare, in cooperation with socio-cultural organizations and NGGCs,
organi zed sem nars on the rights of the child, for parents. Police officials
bel onging to the unit specially created to deal with cases of maltreatnment of
children were primarily wonen and did not necessarily receive any specia

prof essional training. Police stations had a tel ephone hotline with NGGs and
with the Mnistry, which could send out child psychol ogi sts.

37. M nistries had collective responsibility in a system of government based
on the British nodel, and children did not in thenselves represent a specific
obj ect of governnent policy. None the |less, the suggestion that an

i ndependent body mnight be set up to nmonitor the situation of children would

be communicated to the mnistry concerned.

38. Child prostitution was confined to the poorest regions of the country
and very few cases had been recorded. The study that had been carried out on
that subject had reveal ed that parents, on occasion, particularly in cases of
drug addiction, mght encourage their children to engage in prostitution
Consequently, the Mauritian Governnent had earmarked 15 mllion rupees for
assi stance to exclusion zones, where econoni c devel opnent had been sl owest,
while the Prine Mnister hinself headed an intermnisterial committee
responsi ble for nonitoring the situation and for taking the necessary action

39. According to the traditional and religious values of Mauritian society,
the child was considered as a human being with rights and duties, but could
only be properly protected if he was an integral part of the famly.

Mor eover, the concept of “parental authority” as enbodied in the Cvil Code

i nherited from France was exercised over the child until age 18. Finally, the
Nati onal Children's Council was nerely a |link between NGOs and the Governnent,
and did not supervise the activities of NGOs or of the Mnistry concerned.

40. M. SEETULSINGH (Mauritius) said that it was not possible to

calculate total public funds devoted to children. None the |ess, of

the 88 mllion rupees allocated to the budget of the Mnistry of Wnen's

Ri ghts, Child Devel opnent and Fam |y Welfare, over 60 million were earmarked
directly for activities involving, inter alia, devel opnent of the child and
conmbat i ng exclusion in di sadvant aged areas.
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41. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited menbers of the Conmittee to ask their questions
on the section of the list of issues to be taken up in connection with genera
principles.

42. Ms. SARDENBERG requested clarification on several points, nanely the
node of operation of the information and data collection system regardi ng
children, the possible application of an overall strategy based on the

Nati onal Programme of Action drafted in the context of the World Summt for
Children and the extent of disparities recorded in the “exclusion” areas.

43. Ms. EUFEM O said that the Conmittee needed information on public
funding allocated to children in order to draw up reconmendati ons. She asked
therefore what proportion of the budget of the police departnent and of the

| ocal authorities was devoted to children. She enphasized that the Mauritian
Gover nment shoul d endeavour to provide such information, to denonstrate how it
conplied with the provisions of the Convention, particularly article 4.

44. M s. BADRAN suggested that the Mauritian Covernnent mght, initially,
provi de an approximate estinmate of the sunms devoted to children, so that the
subsequent trend coul d be nonitored.

45. On general principles, she inquired what form of discrimnation on

the basis of sex was to be elinm nated by the | aw that was soon to go before
Parliament, and asked the Mauritian delegation to give exanples of the way in
which the best interests of the child were observed within the famly. She
al so requested practical information on the operation of the tel ephone

hotli nes nentioned by M. Peeroo.

46. Ms. KARP asked whether parents respected the dignity of the child,

whet her the concept was taught, and whether they took the views of children
into account. She would also be interested to know what the Mauritian

del egati on thought of the innovative ideas enbodied in the Convention, and
what neasures m ght be taken to encourage parents and professionals to ensure
that children participated in decisions affecting them

47. M ss MASON questioned the need to pass new | egi sl ation regarding

di scrimnation on the basis of sex since all such references had been expunged
fromthe Constitution in August 1995. She also enquired as to the genera
public's attitude towards children born out of wedlock, particularly follow ng
t he adoption of new | egislation guaranteeing equal rights, for instance in
matters of inheritance, for legitimte and illegitimate children. Finally,

on the basis of what criteria did the judge decide whether a child appearing
before the court required | egal assistance?

The neeting rose at 6.05 p. m




