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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 7) (continued)

Ninth periodic report of Israel (CERD/ C/294/Add.1l; CERD/ C/ 52/ M sc. 8/ Rev.1)
(conti nued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, the Israeli delegation took places at
the Committee table.

2. M. NOBEL said he would appreciate clarification of the situation of
Israeli citizens of Ethiopian origin and nentioned the case of the Fal achas,
who conpl ai ned that the bl ood they donated had been rejected on the

grounds that it was contam nated by the AIDS virus. Furthernore, it appeared
that 10 per cent of suicides anmong young Israeli soldiers were recruits of

Et hi opi an ori gin who accounted for only 1 per cent of the army's strength.
Surely that suggested that the persons in question were subjected to
pressure. Had steps been taken to remedy the situation?

3. The term “denographi c bal ance” was often used to express the objective
of reducing the Arab population in certain areas. Was that an official
policy? 1In any event that enbarrassing expression, w thout suggesting the

i dea of ethnic cleansing, inplied ethnic reduction

4, In May 1997, certain shops in Jerusal em had sold black T-shirts bearing
the nanes of the towns of Hebron, Nazareth, Ramallah and Jerusal em and the
wor ds “Wherever you mess with us, you will be chopped liver”. It was easy to

i magi ne the sort of atnosphere in which young Pal estinians |ived and how easy
it was to recruit terrorists anong a population - half of which was under 15
years of age - that was grappling with a difficult econom c situation, a
shortage of housing, provocation and constant humiliation. |In that connection
he referred to the case of a young girl who had been forced to strip
conpletely in the course of a frontier check. The Governnent should do

everyt hing possible to ensure peace, justice and equality for all. Ws that
too much to expect?

5. M. GARVALOV wel conmed the presence of M. Landan, Anbassador of |srael
on the del egation. The report of Israel was interesting, and although it was
i npossible to agree with some of the points it nade others could be accepted.
In any event, he was of the view that M. Banton had presented an excell ent
anal ysis of the situation in Israel and considered that if the State party
paid nore attention to the question of equality for all Israeli citizens nmany
of the difficulties being encountered woul d be overcone.

6. Contrary to what M. Sabel had stated at the previous neeting, he took
the view that Israel was not being treated harshly by the Conmttee but in the
same way as all other Menber States. He recalled that, in August 1997, the
Committee had decided it would no | onger consider the situation in Israel in
terms of the prevention of racial discrimnation, early warning neasures and
urgent action procedures. That was why the periodic report of Israe
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(CERD/ C/ 52/ M sc. 8/ Rev. 1) was now bei ng considered on the basis of the norma
procedure, nanely, under article 9 of the Convention. The Conmittee rarely
took a decision of that nature.

7. He recalled, as M. Sabel had done at the previous neeting, an incident
that had occurred before the begi nning of the Second World War, nanely, of a
vessel carrying European Jews - Germans for the nost part - who had decided to
| eave their country. All the ports at which the vessel called in Argentina,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Cuba and the United States - and in the latter case to
Presi dent Roosevelt's great enbarrassment - had refused to allowits
passengers ashore.

8. Reverting to the report, he said it was his inpression that the State
party had not acted as energetically as it should have done to curb racia
di scrimnation under articles 2, 1 (c) and (d), 4 and 7 of the Convention

9. It was stated in paragraphs 18 and 19 of the report that the Suprene
Court had frequently ruled on the inpermssibility of racial discrimnation
Yet that was not enough to ensure the full inplenmentation of the articles to
whi ch he had referred. Paragraph 28 stated that the initial enphasis in

I srael was placed on preventing discrimnation by governnental or public

bodi es of any kind and that such discrimnation was at present illegal. He
wonder ed whet her that statenent was optimstic rather than a reflection of
reality. Moreover, in paragraph 50 it was stated that there was an undeni abl e
gap between the Jewi sh majority and the Arab minority as regards the standard
of living and involvenment in national affairs. The reasons given in that

par agraph were plausible, but it could well be asked whether the situation
could not be inproved by the political will to pronote understanding,

tol erance and equality.

10. He would |i ke to know what was meant by the statement made in

par agraph 55, that universities, post-secondary |evel colleges and specialized
techni cal schools were fully integrated. Wre they really integrated, in the
positive sense of the term or was the situation one which was likely to | ead
to assimlation? Ws Arabic used in higher educational establishments?

11. He woul d appreciate additional information on how article 7 was being

i npl enmented in Israel. Did school programes include instruction in racism
and racial discrimnation? Ws the Convention studied in secondary school s
and hi gher educational establishnments? |In that connection he quoted

par agraph 57 of a report by the ADALAH organi zation (Legal Centre for the

Ri ghts of Arab Mnorities in Israel) concerning violations of the Convention
according to which the Mnistry of Education had failed to take steps to
inculcate in students the value of measures to curb racism He hoped the

del egati on would comment on that statenent. Lastly, article 5 (d) (ii)
proclainmed the right to |l eave any country, including one's own, and to return
to one's country. \What was the situation of Arabs who had previously lived in
I srael and were no |onger able to return to their country?

12. M. YUTZIS said that he found the Conmittee' s dial ogue with the

del egation satisfactory. In connection with the inplenmentation of article 5
of the Convention, he referred to paragraph 50 of the report according to
whi ch there was an undeni abl e gap between the Jewi sh majority and the Arab
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mnority as regards living standards and involvenent in national affairs.

That situation was justified by argunments of a strategic or political nature,
namely, the internal security situation, and by the fact that Arabs did not
performmlitary service. Yet the State could influence the interna

situation and nodify conscription conditions. However, the possibility of
finding thenselves face to face with their fellows was hardly likely to induce
Arabs to join the army as vol unteers.

13. The expl anation that a |arge proportion of Israeli Arabs lived in

vill ages where they engaged in traditional forns of agriculture which had an

i mpact on their levels of living and participation in national affairs gave
the inmpression that it was for the Arabs to inprove their lot, whereas it was
the State's duty to inprove the quality of life of its citizens. He hoped
that the next report would describe the nmeasures that woul d be taken to narrow
the gap between the Jewish majority and the Arab minority.

14. Wth reference to the inplenentation of articles 6 and 7, he asked how
far |l aws and regul ati ons concerning public |ife were published in Arabic.
What proportion of private television stations broadcast in Arabic?
Simlarly, how many FM radi o stations broadcast in Arabic?

15. There was no hiding the existence of a nunber of religious and politica
fundamentali sms and in particular of Jewi sh fundanentalism In his view,
fundamental i smwas the result of a psychological attitude and not the
interpretation of political or religious texts. He drew attention to the
tribute paid by the State of Israel to fundanentalismw th the assassination
of Yitzhak Rabin. How did authorities responsible for controlling
fundamental i st novenents function? Lastly, he recalled that the Commttee
had, in considering the inplenentation of the Convention in all States,
invariably proved itself to be extrenely vigilant about anti-Semtism and had
formul ated a general declaration on the terrorist attacks that had occurred in
the United Kingdom and Argentina. That denonstrated the Conmittee's

even- handedness in the fulfilment of its nandate.

16. The CHAI RMAN speaki ng as a nenber of the Conmittee, enphasized that
great care should be taken in using the termfundamentalism Persons who
committed crinmes or participated in nassacres could not be described as
fundamental ists; it was terrorists and crimnals who should be regarded as
such.

17. M. DIACONU said that Israel's efforts to curb discrimnation were to be
commended and encour aged.

18. However, it was unfortunate that the statistics presented at the

begi nning of the State party's report made a distinction only between the
total popul ation and the Arab popul ation. That sinplistic presentation was a
very poor reflection of reality, especially as in the follow ng paragraphs
speci fic reference was nmade to Ethiopi ans, Druze, etc.

19. He found it particularly gratifying, as a Ronmanian, that |srael had
announced the adoption of a new | abour |law that protected the rights of
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foreign workers. According to certain reports, Romanian workers in |Israel had
been victims of abuses - in sone cases involving brutality - commtted by
Israeli or foreign enployers

20. He agreed with M. Garvalov that Israel's |laws on racial discrimnation
with the possible exception of the Penal Code, were not very explicit.
Moreover, it was significant that the report mentioned only case | aw but no
specific laws. Nor did it contain any declaration by the Governnent
concerning the elimnation of racial discrimnation. The only declaration
referred to was the one establishing the State of Israel, which was quoted in
paragraph 3. Israel nust renedy that situation without fail. Peace would
eventual |y have to be made with the Arabs and the State party should nake the
necessary preparations, both in ternms of |egislation as well as education
Contrary to what was stated in paragraph 30 of the report, nornms prohibiting
raci al discrimnation should apply not only to the public sector but also the
private sector.

21. Wth respect to education, it would be useful to know whether I|srael had
sufficient public schools offering education in Arabic and whet her Arab
culture was safeguarded in school progranmes. He noted that there was no

hi gher education in Arabic; that was extrenely unfortunate in the nedica
sphere, for example, where it gave rise to problens of conmunicati on between
practitioners and patients. Lastly, he was of the view that a sustained
educational effort should be directed at judges, police officers and the
popul ati on at | arge.

22. Ms. SADIQ ALI said that, as nmpst of the questions she had intended to
put to the Israeli delegation had already been asked by previ ous speakers,
she would sinply request clarification of a few specific points.

23. According to information published in Dubai in August 1997 by an

I ndi an press agency, the Israeli Prinme Mnister had been accused by the

Pal estinian Authority of authorizing Israeli pharmaceutical companies to test
dangerous drugs on Pal estinian and Arab prisoners. Could the representative
of Israel provide any explanations of that allegation?

24. Anot her point on which she woul d appreciate additional information was
the status of Israelis of Bene origin, who had cone fromlndia. It appeared
that orthodox rabbis did not regard themas fully-fledged Jews and for that
reason refused to consecrate their religious marriages. What was the actua
situation?

25. As regards health matters, she had been infornmed that a Pal estinian
worman living in Ramall ah had been unable to have her father, who was suffering
froma heart condition, cared for in East Jerusal em and had been obliged to
take himas far as Jordan. Had that been the case and what was the
Governnent's policy regarding access to Israeli hospital s?

26. Reverting to a nore general context, she recalled that the sealing-off
of Palestinian territories constituted a violation of articles 3 and 5 of the
I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Racial D scrimnation and that
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a recent United Nations report confirnmed that such neasures had a di sastrous
i mpact on the levels of living of the Pal estinian popul ation and on
enpl oynent .

27. B' Tselem the Israeli Centre for human rights information in the
occupied territories, itself recognized that the Israeli authorities pursued a
discrimnatory policy with respect to Pal estinians, such discrimnation being
of a systematic nature in the case of housing and the occupation of |and.
Coul d the representative of Israel explain why the Israeli Governnent's

deci sion of 1996 officially recognizing seven Arab villages in the Megev had
never been applied? In the case of unrecognized Arab vill ages, was there no
solution other than that of evicting the inhabitants fromtheir honmes by
force?

28. Some of the information contained in Israel's report al so deserved
comment. How did the State party explain differences in the infantile
nmortality rate of the Arab population and the Israeli population, as well as
differences in school attendance rates and housing conditions?

29. Par agraph 50 of Israel's report explained that the difference between
the standard of living of the Jewish majority and that of the Arab minority
was due in part to the fact that very few Arabs joined the arny and therefore
forewent many of the advantages connected with the performance of nmilitary
service. Wre not such advantages a form of discrimnmnation?

30. She woul d also Iike to know what was the connecti on between a person's
prof ession and pl ace of residence and his possibility of enjoying his
fundamental rights to the full

31. M. SHAHI said that as the questions put to Israel by the
Country Rapporteur, M. Banton, were both very conprehensive and pertinent, he
woul d sinply highlight sone of them

32. The nethod of issuing building permits in Jerusalem which was the
subject of M. Banton's question 3, was in his view a flagrant exanple of
di scrimnation

33. Moreover, referring to M. Banton's question 4, he asked whet her

t he 1985 amendnent of the Basic Law barring fromelectoral lists parties which
did not expressly recognize “the State of Israel as the State of the Jew sh
peopl e” was not tantanopunt to excluding frompolitics all parties that argued
in favour of equality between Jewi sh and Arab citizens.

34. Why, M. Banton had asked in his question 6, was the representative of
the State of Israel not “certain” that the question of the right of return of
Pal esti nians previously driven fromtheir hones was covered by the Convention?

35. He too would like to know whet her the Equal Opportunities in Enmploynent
Act was at present effectively enforced and woul d appreci ate additiona

i nformati on on the renedi es avail able to persons whose econom ¢ and soci a
rights had been violated as well as on the conpensation they received in
accordance with article 6 of the Convention
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36. On the question of the occupied territories, the Conmttee rejected
Israel's argunment that it did not have to discuss the econonmic and socia
situation prevailing in those territories inits report since it was not
responsible for it. So long as Israel maintained its presence in the
territories, the “lack of jurisdiction” argument was inadn ssible. He
recalled in that connection that the settlements were not only illegal but
constituted an obstacle to the peace process. Those facts were indisputable.

37. In the matter of housing, it was quite obvious that new construction in
the occupied territories should be accessible to all wi thout distinction as to
ethnic origin and that the system of issuing residence permts to the

Pal estinian i nhabitants of East Jerusal em constituted a form of discrimnation
agai nst the Arab population. He would like to know whether the practice of
razi ng Pal estinian houses on the pretext that their owners had not obtained
buil ding permits was continuing in Jerusal emor el sewhere.

38. Furthernore, as M. Banton had asked in his question 17, why were

Pal esti ni ans deni ed access to certain highways when their |and had been
confiscated so that they could be constructed? How were they prevented from
usi ng such hi ghways? Lastly, the activities of certain religious groups whose
doctrine was based on ethnic origin were contrary to the Convention and
obstructed the peace process. How did Israel explain that such activities
were tol erated?

39. M. SHERIFIS said that in paragraph 7 of its report the State party took
pride in being an open and nulticultural society. Had it therefore taken
steps to have the objectives of the Convention w dely publicized in Israel and
made known to the population at |large? Mreover, did Israel intend to nake a
decl aration under article 14 and participate in the expenses of the Commttee,
as provided for by the anendnent to article 8, paragraph 6? He expl ai ned that
he put that question to all delegations as a matter of course, but requested
the Israeli delegation to take note of it, had it not already done so.

40. One question that was particularly inportant to himconcerned the rights
of displaced persons and refugees in occupied territories - regardless by whom
they were occupi ed. Everyone no doubt renenbered the Exodus epi sode, which
had illustrated the Cypriot tradition of hospitality and humanity.

41. In that connection, perhaps the Israeli representative could explain why
his country, which said it respected international humanitarian |aw, clained
the right to apply the fourth Geneva Convention de facto and not de jure.

42. He wi shed to revert to the judgenent of the European Court of Human
Rights in the Louzides v. Turkey case, referred to at the previous neeting by
M. van Boven. There was an obvious parallel between that case, which
concerned a Greek Cypriot who clained the right to return to his house in
northern Cyprus from which he had been evicted by the Turkish occupying
forces, and the situation of the Palestinians. It was particularly
interesting to note that the European Court of Human Rights in its judgement
had rejected the Turkish Government's argunent that it was not responsible for
the violations committed since it exercised neither effective control nor
jurisdiction over the northern part of Cyprus where the property of the
plaintiff was situated. According to the Court, its argunment was refuted by
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the active presence of a large nunber of Turkish troops in the region. That
indirectly answered M. Banton's question 14, nanely, “If the Israel

Government is unwilling in its periodic reports to cover inplenentation of the
Convention in the occupied territories, does that not make it appropriate for
the Committee to consider such questions under its procedure for the
prevention of racial discrimnation?” In his viewthe reply was yes.

Mor eover, the reply woul d have been the sane in respect of any other State
party in a simlar situation and should not be interpreted as a hostile stand
against Israel, with which he wished to establish a useful dial ogue.

43. M. SABEL (lsrael) said he would endeavour to reply to the various
groups of questions put by nmenbers of the Committee, nost of which had dealt
with Israel's Arab and Ethiopian mnorities and the question of refugees and
di spl aced persons. The question of refugees was the subject of politica

negoti ati ons between |Israel and three adjacent countries. It was an extremely
conpl ex probleminvol ving | arge nunbers of both Arabs and Jews to which the
Israeli authorities were giving a great deal of attention. 1In that connection

he said it was unfortunate that, at the previous neeting, |Israel had been the
target of an out and out political diatribe which was quite uncalled for in
the Committee.

44, Since the Arab mnority was exenpted from conpul sory mlitary service,
the Israeli authorities intended to introduce compul sory national civi
service for that minority which they could performin the hospitals, for
exanpl e.

45, On the question of building permts, he said that the Minicipality of
Jerusal em had granted 2,991 of the 3,487 applications exanm ned in 1996

and 1997. It had approved 75 per cent of applications for projects in Arab
nei ghbour hoods and 90. 3 per cent of applications in Jewi sh nei ghbourhoods.
In 1997 it had issued 29 orders for the removal of illegal construction; of
t hat number only one had been carried out in Arab nei ghbourhoods and six in
Jewi sh nei ghbourhoods. He added that the authorities conpensated the owners
of houses that were denolished in the public interest, but only if their
construction had been authori zed.

46. It was very difficult to control racist propaganda on the Internet ow ng
to the existence of a | egal vacuumthat was explained by the nature of that
medi um  However, the offence should be covered by the provisions of the

Penal Code that nmade incitement to racial hatred puni shable.

47. As regards body searches of Arab wonen, he expl ained that, under the
regul ati ons, wonen could be searched only by other wonmen, and only if it was
absol utely necessary to do so. The participation of nen would constitute an
extrenely serious offence and they would certainly be prosecuted by the
mlitary authorities.

48. Torture was illegal. Israel was a party to the Convention agai nst
Torture, respected the obligations it had assumed and would submit its
periodic report to the Conmittee Against Torture on 16 May 1998.

49. Wth respect to the behavi our of menbers of the arned forces professing
extremi st religious beliefs, he explained that the arny was subject to
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mlitary regul ations that alone should dictate their conduct, to the exclusion
of any personal beliefs. The arny also provided training in humanitarian | aw
with the assistance of experts fromthe International Conmmittee of the Red
Cross. Moreover, the principles of non-discrimnation as well as human rights
were taught in the public schools as well as in the police and the arny, where
they constituted a conpul sory subject.

50. In reply to a question concerning a party that advocated that |srae
should be the land of all its citizens, he referred to case |law on the

subj ect, explaining that in the past a court had decided, by virtue of Basic
Law. Knesset, that a party which, inits platform propounded the idea that

I srael should not be the land of all Jews but that of all its citizens, could
i ndeed participate in the elections.

51. Referring to the question of violence against Arab women, he said that
unli ke marriage and divorce, which were governed by religious |aw, cases

i nvol vi ng donestic violence were handled by the civil courts in accordance
with the Penal Code. 1In 1996, 13,600 conplaints of spousal abuse had been
brought by Jewi sh wonen and 1, 367 by Arab wonen. Mreover, 1,972 conplaints
of sexual offences had been brought by Jewi sh wonmen and 117 by Arab wonen.
The police were resolutely conbatting “honour killings”, which were current
among the Arab popul ation, by recruiting specialized personnel and organizing
suitabl e courses and training sessions. The Suprenme Court had repeatedly
condemmed that practice, reaffirmng that its perpetrators should be severely
puni shed. The funds nade available to curb viol ence agai nst wonen, regardless
whet her they were Jewi sh or Arab, had nore than tripled and the budget for
hel p centres neeting the needs of both Arab and Jewi sh wonmen had septupl ed.

O the 12 shelters for battered wonen, one took in only Arab wonen and the

11 others accepted both Arab and Jewi sh wonen. There were two “hal f way
houses” for Arab wonen and girls, and 20 of the 100 social workers were Arab
Moreover, 2 of the 11 hotlines in Israel were for the exclusive use of Arab
conmuni ti es.

52. He expl ained that the fact that so few decisions had been taken by the
Hi gh Court of Justice on conplaints of discrimnation by the adm nistration
was expl ai ned by the device used by the Government in disputes pitting it

agai nst individuals. On the advice of the Attorney-General, the Government

i medi ately opted for an am cable arrangenment if the outconme of possible | ega
proceedi ngs appeared to be uncertain. He also explained that the reason why
the report mentioned only the decisions of the H gh Court of Justice and
conpl etely disregarded these of the ordinary courts was that the Hi gh Court
supervised all judicial authorities and institutions, including the
Attorney-Ceneral, the police, the security services and the arny.

53. He recogni zed that, in practice, mlitary service mght well create a
gul f between Arabs and Jews wi thout there being any deliberate desire to
create discrimnation. |Insofar as the arny provided its recruits with

advanced scientific and technical training and thereby know edge that was
subsequently useful in their careers, the Arabs, not being required to perform
mlitary service, were at a di sadvantage as conpared with the Jews. However,
it was forbidden by law to invoke mlitary service as a reason for intentiona
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di scrimnation in enploynent matters. |In that connection, enployers could not
demand qualifications, particularly of a mlitary nature, that were excessive
or unrelated to the job in question

54. As for discrimnation against Arabs who wi shed to becone menbers of the
Kal sir comrunity, he explained that the question was rather conplex since the
comunity was a cooperative whose nenbers chose the newconers they desired.
The Hi gh Court of Justice was exam ning the question and could urge the
parties to adopt a conpronise solution

55. He al so explained that the State Conptroller was appointed by and
reported to the Knesset, and that dual nationality was authorized by the | aw,
all immigrants being allowed to retain their nationality of origin.

56. Wth respect to license plates, he said that certain inported cars could
use their foreign plates for short periods on the understandi ng that they had
to be equipped with Israeli plates if they remained on Israeli territory
beyond a certain tine limt.

57. As regards what was witten on the tonbstone of M. Batuch Coldstein, a
raci st nmurderer, he explained that Israeli citizens could inscribe whatever
they wi shed on the gravestones of their deceased; the State could take any
action in such matters only in the case of shrines or public nmonunents.

58. He confirmed that Israel indeed had a | aw of return which did not,
however, in any way affect the nationality of Arabs living in Israel any nore
than it prevented a person fromacquiring Israeli citizenship by
naturalization. He added that there was no road or section of road in Israe
whi ch was cl osed to any segnent of the population and that 3,000 persons were
being held in detention for security reasons; 382 of that nunber were under
adm ni strative detention

59. Referring to the Suprenme Court's ruling nmentioned in paragraph 27 of the
periodic report, he explained that the judge had in fact decided that the
right of a person to express his opinion in his own | anguage prevail ed over
the desire to pronote Hebrew. He also explained that the nenbers of Israel's
Et hi opi an communi ty, whose sociocul tural background was very different from
that of Israeli society, had experienced a cultural shock which had nmade it
necessary to adopt stopgap neasures. It had been in accordance with its
general rules that prohibited blood donations by persons bel onging to groups
at risk that Israel's blood bank had initially decided not to accept the bl ood
donati ons of Ethiopians, since they had come froma malaria-infected zone. As
a conprom se neasure it had agreed to accept their blood but had deci ded not
to use it, which of course had of fended the Ethiopian community. The
authorities had not yet found a satisfactory solution to that dil emma.

60. As stated in paragraph 55 of the report, Arabic was the | anguage of
instruction in Arab schools whereas in universities it was Hebrew, which was
by far the majority |anguage except in certain disciplines such as Arabic
literature.
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61. The applicability of all the provisions of international humanitarian
law in the occupied territories was a | egal point that had not been settled in
a final and satisfactory manner, mainly because of the existence of the

Pal estine Authority.

62. The Kahana organi zati ons had been di ssol ved and could not reconstitute
t hemsel ves under another nane. Unfortunately, it was extrenely difficult in
practice to apply the law on the subject. |In any event, persons inciting

raci smwere brought to book by the authorities.

63. The Equal Opportunities in Enploynment Act did not apply to persons

enpl oying I ess than six workers so as to enable individuals and famlies to
enpl oy nenbers of their household. An operation enploying nore than

si x persons, however, was regarded as an enterprise under the law, in which
case the provisions prohibiting discrimnation in enploynment were applicable.
Di sputes concerni ng enpl oynent were heard by the |abour courts.

64. In accordance with its general policy, the Israeli Government did not
build | ow cost housing although it provided nortgage loans to its citizens,
both Jews and Arabs, wi thout any distinction.

65. The increase in the Arab popul ati on, which had grown from 300, 000

to 1.2 mllion, proved that the Israeli authorities were not trying to reduce
its size. Mreover, the Governnment was endeavouring to pronote equality

bet ween comuni ti es.

66. The text of the Convention and the Conmittee's conclusions were
published in the Oficial Gazette in Arabic and Hebrew, and were accessible to
all.

67. Al'l drugs were labelled in Hebrew, English and Arabic.

68. In conclusion, he enphasized that Israel was an open society in which
information circulated freely, thereby actively pronoting denocracy.

69. M. ZAKEN (lsrael), elaborating on sone of the shorter replies given by
M. Sabel, said that the episode of the blood donated by Israelis of Ethiopian
origin had created such a scandal that the public had even called for the

resi gnati on of the head of service responsible. He added that one unexpected
consequence of that incident had been the election of an Israeli of Ethiopian
origin as a Labour Party deputy. He noted that another popul ation group
namel y, the inhabitants of “unrecogni zed vill ages” had caught the attention of
the Committee. He took exception to the use of that expression since the
peopl e in question were dispersed groups of nonads and Bedoui n who were
settling dowm. The figure of 10,000 nonads in the northern part of the
country given the previous day was excessive, for in point of fact there were
400 fam lies totalling 3,000 persons in all. During the previous 25 years,

60, 000 inhabitants had gradually settled in 7 Bedouin villages having the
necessary infrastructure, and he added that it was difficult to provide
infrastructure for nonmadi ¢ popul ations. He categorically refuted the fancifu
statement nmade the previous day that the Bedouin were being forced to settle
down; not a single one had been forced to do so. At the present tinme four new
comunities were being created for the Bedouin of the south.
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70. I srael was not being outdone in efforts to curb donestic violence and

vi ol ence agai nst wonen. Only the previous day a Conference organi zed by his
of fice had been held in Haifa in the presence of the Deputy Prime Mnister

It had been attended by 400 Arab wonen active in politics, research and socia
work and by an em nent expert in Islamic |aw, who had expl ai ned why viol ence
was unacceptabl e under that |law. The purpose of the Conference, which had
been sponsored by the CGovernnent, had been to inprove the condition of Arab
wonen in Israeli society and to launch a campaign - conplete with stickers and
a hotline - with that in view

71. A | arge nunber of questions had dealt with the subject of access by
Israelis of Arab origin to education. He corrected the false idea that

a person had to do his mlitary service before he could obtain a schol arship
fromthe Mnistry of Education. Not only was mlitary service not a

sina gqua non, but schol arships were granted on the basis of other criteria
such as the candidate's resources or |evel of education. A Jewi sh student who
had done his nmlitary service did not automatically obtain a scholarship
whereas many Arab students had been granted one by the Mnistry or a
university. He hinself was chairman of a scholarship committee which each
year granted about 100 schol arships only to Arab students.

72. Mor eover, any Bedouin who in future applied for a higher education

schol arship would certainly get one. He was also in a position to reassure
the Committee about the proportion of the education budget allocated to each
comunity; the Arab popul ati on was even at an advantage at the secondary

| evel, where Arab students accounted for only 20 per cent of the student body
but received nore than 30 per cent of the budget. As for the status of Arabic
in Israel, he explained that, although university instruction - apart from
literature courses - was not in Arabic, the level of Arab history, culture and
civilization courses was extrenely high in the five major Israeli universities
and therefore attracted Jewi sh and foreign students. The human rights

di scipline was extrenely well|l devel oped at the university level. As a
professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem he personally had a |arge
nunber of Arab students who took an interest in the human rights situation in
various countries, including Egypt, although oddly enough none of them had

el ected to concentrate on the situation in |srael

73. One of the Conmittee's concerns was the nunber of Arab citizens in the
public service and, referring to figures, he denonstrated that their presence
was far fromnegligible. About 20,000 persons of Arab origin were enployed in
various mnistries, 15,000 of them by the Mnistry of Education, in which they
accounted for roughly the sane proportion of their conmunity as Jew sh
teachers. |In addition, hundreds if not thousands of Arab citizens were

enpl oyed by NGOs who were subsidized by public funds. Mreover, in order to

i ncrease the nunber of Arab citizens enployed by the central adm nistration, a
guota had been established for its recruitment of Arab graduates. As for the
obstacle to integration represented by official holidays, he explained that
civil servants were entitled not only to official Israeli holidays but also to
those of the Muslim Christian or Druse comunities.

74. The Committee al so wished to know to what extent Arab citizens
participated in the nmedia and benefited fromthem Although the nunber of
Arabs enpl oyed by television and radi o stations broadcasting in Hebrew was



CERD/ C/ SR. 1251
page 13

rather low - although a few occupi ed high posts - they constituted the
majority of the staff of radio and tel evision stations broadcasting in Arabic.
In that connection he corrected another false idea presented the previous day
that interviews of Arab personalities dealt only with Arab affairs. [In point
of fact, Israelis of Arab origin participated in discussions in Hebrew as wel
as in Arabic on a wide variety of subjects. Furthernore, thanks to cable and
satellite television, the Arab popul ation could watch the tel evised programmes
of any Arab country.

75. Some nenbers of the Committee had expressed concern about the security
of Arabs and had suggested that it was protected to a | esser degree than that
of the Jewi sh popul ation. That was yet another false idea. The Arabs, who
tended to live together in small villages peopled exclusively by Arabs, in
fact and in general enjoyed greater security than the Jews who, for the npst
part, lived in the |arge towns and were particularly vulnerable. He added
that additional police stations had been opened in Arab nei ghbourhoods during
the previous two years.

76. M. BANTON (Country Rapporteur) recalled that, when the
Secretary-Ceneral had invited Governnents to present their observations on the
report of the independent expert, M. Alston, on enhancing the effectiveness
of the human rights treaty system (E/CN. 4/1997/74), lIsrael had, inits reply,
recommended that all treaty bodi es should adopt the practice, introduced by
some of them of providing States parties with the questions pronpted by their
reports well before the actual report was considered. Those nenbers of the
Committee who had questioned the wi sdom of that practice would have been
convinced that they were right during M. Sabel's presentation of the report
of Israel the previous day. The Committee had often had occasion to confirm
the maxi m of Roman | aw that nobody could be a judge of his own actions;

del egations often arrived persuaded that their Governnent was in the right and
were reluctant to admt that those who expressed a different opinion were not
necessarily partial

77. When, at the end of their neeting the previous week, the Chairnen of
treaty bodi es had presented their conclusions to the representatives of sone
70 del egations, they had realized that the report preparation systemcreated a
nunber of problens for State parties and that one of the ways of facilitating
their task would be to formnul ate concl usi ons based on the consideration of
their reports in a nore precise manner so that they would be useful in the
preparati on of subsequent reports. In Israel's case, the Commttee m ght,
after having taken the tinme necessary to determne to what extent the replies
to its questions were satisfactory, decide to indicate in its conclusions the
type of dialogue it would Iike to establish, to request Israel to conbine its
tenth and el eventh reports in a single docunent, to draw the attention of the
State party to the need to take into account the Conmmttee's guidelines for
the preparation of reports and its reconmendati ons, to encourage it to devel op
its policy for the integration of Arab popul ations and to assure them of
equality of treatment in respect of each of the rights proclaimed in the
Convention, and to request it for facts and figures about public expenditure
and the services it provided in order to be able to evaluate to what extent
they were proportionate to the size of the ethnic groups who were the
beneficiaries. It would probably also try to identify various reasons for
inequality of treatment and determine their acceptability and nature, such as
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public security, ethnic origin or religious beliefs, and agree on a statenent
concerning the occupied territories, whose inhabitants had rights that nust be
protected in accordance with international human rights instrunents.

78. The CHAI RMAN assured the Israeli delegation that the Conmttee had
listened to it with interest and respect, although it had not always been
convi nced. He expressed the hope that better understandi ng woul d prevai
between the Committee and the del egation during the consideration of the next
report, which should fill any gaps in the information provided so far

79. Showi ng the sanme frankness as had been displayed by the |srael
representative who, the previous day, had described certain statenents as
political diatribe, he said that the Israeli representative had been unduly
aggressive and unfair in stating that the Conmittee treated his country in a
different way fromother States parties. However, the atnosphere had since
become cal mer and that was an encouraging sign for the future.

80. He declared that the Conmittee had thus conpleted its consideration of
the ninth periodic report of Israel

81. The Israeli delegation wthdrew.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




