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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPCRTS:

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTIES | N ACOCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (agenda item4) ( conti nued)

Second periodic report of Portugal (Mcau) (continued)
(E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 8; E/ C. 12/1995/LQ 10)

1. The CHAIRPERSON invited the Committee to resune its consideration of the
second periodic report of Portugal (E 1990/6/Add.8) concerni ng Macau.

Article 9. Right to social security (continued)

2. M. COSTA ALIVEIRA (Portugal) explained in response to an earlier
question from M. Adekuoye that the apparent discrepancy in the nunbers of
civil servants in receipt of State pensions (para. 110) was due to the fact
that tenporary staff did not subscribe to the Macau Pensi ons Fund.

3. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whet her non-permanent civil servants were
consequent |y deni ed ol d-age pensi ons.

4. M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) said that since nany tenporary contracts
were continually renewed, the Covernnent had passed legislation in July 1996
(retroactive fromearly 1990) which gave those enpl oyees the opportunity of
bei ng i ncluded in the schene.

Article 10. Protection of the famly., nothers and children

5. M. ADEKUOYE comented that the report did not provide data on narri age,
the status of common-|aw narriages or the situation of children, especially
the working conditions of 14 to 15 year-olds and the nunbers of fostering
famlies and foster children. An explanation of adoption procedures in Macau
woul d al so be wel coned.

6. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUJENO requested additional information on family
rights and the status of wonmen. Did wonmen possess equal rights of custody
over children and enjoy the sane property rights as nen? Could they open bank
accounts or apply for personal |oans? How had the situation evolved with
regard to the elimnation of discrimnation against wonen? Child abuse
statistics would al so be appreci at ed.

7. M. TEXIER asked whether child | abour existed in Macau and, if so, what
governnental measures were being i nplenmented to deal with the problem

8. Ms. BONOAN-DANDAN said that the report contained no real discussion
of issues and the information supplied was not sufficiently specific.

Par agraph 141, for exanple, nerely claimed that al though none of the rel evant
conventions had been signed, nmany of their principles were saf eguarded by
donestic legislation. Wat particular provisions of the International Labour
QO ganization (ILO Mternity Protecti on Convention (Revised), 1952 (No. 103)
and M ni num Age Convention, 1973 (No. 138) were reflected in the Territory’s
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| egi slation? The Committee's guidelines requested infornation on the scope
and devel oprment of the maternity protection schene, as well as nedical and

ot her social security benefits, and al so asked whether there exi sted groups
of wonen in society who did not enjoy the same nmaternity protection and what

nmeasures were contenplated to renedy any such situation. Information
regardi ng orphans and abandoned children woul d al so be useful. Wre there any
chil dren who were not accorded protection, such as the children of illega

mgrants fromthe People's Republic of China? Wat difficulties were being
experi enced by the Government in the inplenentation of famly rights,
particul arly regardi ng wonen and chil dren?

9. M. AHMED conceded that article 10 had not figured in the list of issues
and that the del egation mght thus not have expected to have to provide the
Commttee with detailed infornation on the matter. It would, however, be
useful to be informed of the provisions in the Sino-Portuguese Joint

Decl aration concerning civil law, famly matters, narriages, separations

di vorces, common-|aw narriages, inheritance and adoption procedures. Al though
Portuguese | aw was currently in force, from Decenber 1999 onwards it was

Chi nese | aws and custons that would prevail. Wat neasures were being
inplenmented to facilitate the potentially abrupt effect of the transition

on famlies?

10. M. WMR ZAMBRANO commented that the definition of “famly” provided in
par agraph 142 of the report was inadequate for the purposes of the Commttee,
which had in mnd contractual rights arising fromfamly links. Since famly
structures tended to vary between cultures, were there any differences between

t he Portuguese and Chi nese concepts of “famly”?

11. M. THAPALIA said that there were presunably instances of child | abour
and sexual exploitation of children in Macau, as well as street children
What measures were being taken to address such probl ens?

12. M. CEAUSU recalled that the ILO Commttee of Experts in 1994 had noted
that new |l egislation introduced in Macau in 1991 and 1993 concerning “child

ni ght | abour” had brought no inprovements in regard to the Territory's

Decree No. 409 of 1971. Had the Government responded to the 1LO s request

for informati on on measures inplenented to bring the legislation nmore into
conformty with ILO provisions? CQurrently, Macau | aw all owed for

di spensations to the ban on child night |abour.

13. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGJENO recalled the case of a child deprived of its
fam ly under rigid immgration laws in Hong Kong. Did the civil register in
Macau al so discrimnate agai nst children born out of wedl ock?

14, M. COSTA ALIVEIRA (Portugal) said that the del egati on had i ndeed not
expected questions on article 10. |[If their answers did not consequently prove
sufficiently detailed, nore information woul d be provided in due course
Responding first to Ms. Jinmenez Butraguefio, he explained that the Portuguese
Constitution nmade all discrimnation against children born out of wedl ock
illegal. Article 13 of Macau's Constitution (“Basic Law'), which would
continue to be applicable after 1999, stated that “there is no discrimnation
on the basis of nationality, ancestry, race, sex, |anguage, religion
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political or ideological convictions, instruction or economc or socia
conditions”. Domestic |legislation further devel oped that principle.

15. Ms. Virginia SILVA (Portugal) said that there was no discrimnation
agai nst woren in Macau with regard to fanmly | aw, the openi ng of bank accounts
and | abour rights. Macau law was simlar in that respect to Portuguese | aw.

16. M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) added that the principle of equality
bet ween nen and wonen was respected in all natters, including property rights,
and the courts nore often than not awarded custody of children to nothers.

17. M. CGRISSA, observing that the Portuguese adm nistration was operating
in a Chinese environnment, asked whet her Chi nese custons were consonant with
Por t uguese | aw.

18. M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) said that, although 10 years previously,
Chi nese custons had occasional |y been at variance w th Portuguese | egislation,
particularly in matters of inheritance, they no | onger posed a soci ol ogi ca
probl emin Macau, and nainland Chinese law relating to non-discrimnation and
equal rights for wonen was sinmlar to Macau legislation. Instances of child

| abour were very rare, as would be clear fromthe Labour Inspectorate
statistics to be made avail able to the Commttee. Any infringenents attracted
fines and led to the renoval of the child fromthe offendi ng workpl ace. Most
peopl e in Macau did not approve of child | abour and were proud to be sendi ng
their children to school. The school enrolment rate was very high.

19. Responding to M. Ceausu, he said that Decree No. 409 of 1971, repeal ed
nore than 10 years previously, had only ever been applicable to Portugal. The
m sunder st andi ng had nost likely resulted froma nmisleading entry in ILO
docunent E/ 1996/98 of 19 Septenber 1996, which contai ned recommendati ons
concerning Portugal al one, not Macau

20. As to M. Ahned’ s concerns, no specific provisions had been incl uded
in the Joint Declaration concerning civil law in view of the principle of
continuity of the |legal system Macau |egislation was based on the Gernanic
system and nost Portuguese codes had been updated and adapted to | oca
conditions in Macau, especially during the precedi ng decade. Macau's

| egi sl ative concepts often differed fromthe ones enbodi ed in Portuguese

| egi slation. Those concepts woul d continue to apply beyond Decenber 1999.

21. Dr. SILVA (Portugal), responding to M. Adekuoye's request for
statistics, indicated that there had been 3,397 narriages in 1993, 2,742

in 1994 and 2,146 in 1995. For the same years, the nunbers of divorces had
been 190, 253 and 249, respectively. 1In 1995, there had been nine State

or phanages caring for approximately 500 children. Mre up-to-date figures
woul d be supplied in due course. Regarding Ms. Bonoan-Dandan’s query about
maternity protection, all risk groups in Macau were given full protection free
of charge, and that included provision for nothers before, during and after
childbirth

22. M. COSTA ALIVEIRA (Portugal) said that nore detailed information woul d
be provi ded on |egislative provisions safeguarding the principles of ILO
conventions at a |ater stage. Referring to the situation of children entering
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the Territory frommainland China, he adnmtted that there were indeed nmany
such children, sone travelling with fam|lies which had obtained prior

aut hori zation, and sonme entering illegally. Macau had in the past allowed for
the regul arization of the status of such inmmgrants wishing to rejoin legally
settled famlies, but publicity of those policies had been interpreted as an
open invitation to inmgrants and there had been a sudden flood of illega

imm gration. Macau was consequently now having to apply tighter restrictions.

23. As to the concerns expressed regarding famlies separated on account of
immgration | aws, the Governnent had no intention of changing its policy in
the short term However, the definition of persons eligible for pernanent

resi dence was somewhat broader in article 24 of the Basic Law and m ght
therefore allow for nore famlies to be reunited in future. None the |less, he
woul d not like the Coomittee to be under any illusion about the matter and

wi shed to stress the grave concern anong the popul ati on of Macau about the
consequences of any further increase in the popul ati on

24. Child | abour and the sexual exploitation of children were not regarded
as problens in Macau. The real problens relating to children were very
different and were nainly due to the scarcity of land; that nmade it difficult
to build new schools, and the result was overcrowding i n cl assroons.

25. Regardi ng the situation of wonen, he assured the Commttee that the
prevailing culture was not based on sexual discrimnation. It should be borne
in mnd that approxinmately two thirds of the current popul ation origi nated
fromrecent waves of immgration and held very different values fromthe ol der
ethnic Chinese. Further details on policies relating to wormen and children in
Macau coul d be included under a special itemin the updated information to be
submtted to the Commttee in due course

26. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUJENO said that she was still not satisfied with the
replies given concerning the situation of children. She was particularly
concerned about children of a very young age being separated fromtheir
parents. Such problens had already arisen in Hong Kong and mi ght well occur
in Macau.

27. M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) acknow edged that it was indeed a very sad
state of affairs. Unfortunately, the last tinme the Portuguese authorities had

| egal i zed the situation of sone 5,000 immgrants to allow themto be reunited
with their famlies, it had subsequently had to ward off between 50,000 and
100,000 nore inmgrants trying to gain entry into the Territory. By adopting

a humanitarian stance, the authorities had becone involved in a very
conpl i cated social issue, hence the reluctance to anend current policy. In

any event the situuation could be said to be equally tragic in nainland China,
where in recent years there had been mass migration towards the coastal areas,
resulting in many children being separated fromtheir famlies.

28. Ms. BONOAN-DANDAN said that Ms. Jinenez Butraguefio was right to pursue

the issue, as her fears appeared to be well-founded. It was likely that
peopl e from nmai nl and Chi na unable to settle in Hong Kong before the end of
1997 woul d attenpt to gain entry into Macau. 1In the additional information to

be subnmitted to the Coomittee, the Portuguese del egati on m ght perhaps explain
what neasures the authorities envisaged taking to cope with the problem for
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it would not disappear nerely because the authorities refused to regularize
the situation of illegal immgrants. She was pl eased that wonen were so wel
treated in Macau and noted in particular that, although paid naternity |eave
was not guaranteed after the third child, wonen could give birth in hospitals
conpletely free of charge even to a fourth or fifth child.

29. The CHAI RPERSON speaking as a nenber of the Conmttee and referring to
the question of famly reunification, asked whether any distinction was nade
inthe relevant legislation for the case in which the child and not the
parents renai ned outside the Territory of Macau. The European Union
institutions had, for exanple, developed their jurisprudence in such a way
that would not allow for a blanket ruling making it inpossible to consider
particul arly problematic cases - al though, where inmigrati on was concer ned,
there was always the fear of the floodgates bei ng opened. For the essence of
hunman rights was not to elinmnate any possibility of acting humanely.

30. M. COSTA ALIVEIRA (Portugal) pointed out that the | aws and regul ati ons
of institutions of the European Union did not apply to Macau. He woul d none
the less verify whether such distinctions were drawn in handling the kind of
situation described and whet her the nmeasures in question were still in force.
Such details would be included in the updated infornation to be provided
subsequently to the Commttee

31. The CHAI RPERSON said that although there was no question of European
Uni on | aws being applicable to Macau, the European Convention on Human Rights
covered 37 countries in Europe and set forth principles which in nany respects
were identical to those of universal human rights instrunments such as the
Covenant. Therefore, when the Commttee assessed the inplenmentation of hunman
rights provisions in a reporting country, it took full account of the
jurisprudence of the nmajor human rights courts or commissions in the region in
qguestion. He trusted that the Portuguese Governnment woul d provide the

addi tional information requested in due course.

32. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO suggested that, in the additional information to
be subnmitted to the Conmittee, the Portuguese Governnent mght indicate the
nunber of children separated fromtheir parents. She was particularly

concerned about the nost vul nerabl e category, nanely children under the age

of 10.

33. M. OOSTA AQLIVEIRA (Portugal) explained that it was very difficult to
quantify the problem since the last group of illegal inmmgrants who had
eventual |y acquired | egal residence had not been requested to provide
information on the size of their famly to the conpetent authorities at the
time. Regarding M. Wner Zanbrano's question, paragraph 142 of the report
contained the | egal definition of the famly in Macau. There were variations
in famly structure and even w thin the Chinese comunity, some peopl e tended
to live in an extended fanly situation with grandparents and/or other
relatives, while others had a snaller famly nucleus. The famly unit of
citizens of Portuguese origin tended to conprise only parents and chil dren.
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34. M. ALVAREZ MITA requested further clarification regarding how the
famly was structured. According to the statistics provided, 95 per cent of
the popul ation in Macau was of Chinese origin and the structure of the Chinese
fam |y should therefore be the norm

35. M. COSTA ALIVEIRA (Portugal) pointed out that the Portuguese CGovernnent
had clearly defined the term“famly” - on the basis of a typically structured
Chinese famly - in paragraph 142 of the report.

36. M. ALVAREZ VITA said that the definition given was very |oose, for it
was possible to share a common econony and naintain a famlial type of socia
relati onship with people outside the famly unit.

37. M. COSTA ALIVEIRA (Portugal) replied that in nost cases, the famly as
defined in paragraph 142 was natural ly conposed of close blood relations. As
to the extension of blood ties in famlies with no children, sonetimes cousins
and ni eces and nephews were taken into consideration for the purposes of

soci al benefits.

Article 11. R ght to an adequate standard of |iving

38. M. AHMED said it was well known that the econony in Macau depended to a
| arge extent on tourismand ganbling. The latter accounted for 34 per cent of
al | budget revenue and had ensured GDP growt h | evels conparable to those of
European countries. He would |like to know whet her any provi sion had been nade
for the continuation of such activities after the transfer of power to China

so that current standards of |iving would be maintained.

39. Ms. BONCAN-DANDAN noting the scant reference in the report to the right
to adequate food, referred the Portuguese del egation to the reporting

gui delines on that question. Considering the very evident shortage of

rel evant information, how did the Government assess to what extent that right
was guaranteed? In view of the fact that practically all food products and
water had to be inported, she would wel come nore information on the food

di stribution systemand on Governnent efforts to ensure that the needs of the
nost di sadvant aged and vul nerabl e groups were catered for.

40. M. TEXIER requested clarification of the references in the report to
“inprovi sed housi ng” (paras. 166 et seq.) Fromthe infornmation provided, it
woul d appear that the housing situation was fairly good, with fewer people
left honmeless or living in poor conditions. Had there been instances of
evictions fromthe inprovi sed housing units? |f so, how had they been carried
out? What provision had been nade for the people concerned thereafter?

41. M. ADEKUOYE asked how the occupants of inprovised housing units that
were not connected to the public water supply procured their water. According
to paragraph 173 of the report, approximately 11 per cent of the popul ation
did not have bath or shower facilities. Wat plans was the CGovernnent making
to renedy that situation? Paragraph 192 mentioned a substantial reduction in
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i nprovi sed housing units in recent years. Wat were the reasons for the
reducti on and where had the occupants gone? He would al so wel cone further
informati on on the schene to eradicate inprovised housing

42. The rather surprising statenent that the Chi nese popul ati on was not, by
and large, famliar with the judicial systemof the Territory (para. 186)
seened to contradict the informati on provided earlier by the del egation
concerning various efforts made by the Macau authorities to ensure that

Chi nese-speaki ng residents were well-acquainted with their rights. Had
further attenpts been nmade to inprove matters in that regard?

43. M. CGRISSA said that he found several aspects of paragraphs 181- 186

di sturbing. Wat was meant, for exanple, by “illegal” settlenments or housing
and by “adm nistrative eviction”? |If evictions were adninistrative, they were
i nevitably bureaucratic, which suggested an el enent of arbitrariness.

Mor eover, the appoi ntnent of a H gh Conm ssioner agai nst Corruption and
Admnistrative Illegality (para. 185) inplied that admnistrative illegality
must exist. Lastly, he was nost concerned at the adm ssion that the najority
of the people for whomthe judicial systemwas designed were not famliar with
it. The corollary was surely that their rights were not protected

44, M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) said, inreply to M. Ahned, that the
status of tourismand ganbling after 1999 had been catered for in the

Si no- Portuguese Joint Declaration and the Basic Law, which contained
provi si ons recogni zing the special place of tourismand ganbling in Macau's
econony and ensuring that they would remain exenpt formthe |laws affecting the
rest of China in that regard.

45. Dr. SILVA (Portugal) said, in reply to Ms. Bonoan-Dandan, that
virtually all Macau' s food was inported, since Macau had no roomto produce
its owmn. As far as adequate food was concerned, there were no specific data,
but the evidence fromdoctors and social workers was that mal nutrition did not
exist. The average daily intake was 2,800 calories. As for aid to the poor
there were several institutions supplying that need, of which three were run
by the Department of Social Wlfare and two others were subsidized by the
Covernnent. Regarding water supplies, nost of Macau's water was inported from
China; it was strictly regulated and could safely be said to be of a high

st andard.

46. M. BASTISTA FEIO (Portugal), replying to M. Adekuoye's questions on
housi ng, said that the schenme to eradi cate inprovi sed housi ng had been
extended and woul d be conpleted only in 1998. The nunber of inprovised
housi ng units had, however, decreased: as of 31 Cctober there had been 1,967,
provi ding shelter for 7,497 people. The nunber coul d have been reduced stil
further - to 1,000 dwellings with 4,000 residents - if a conpl ex

adm ni strative probl emhad not del ayed sone evictions. He hoped that the

adm ni strative problemwoul d be solved within the next nmonth. Mst of those
evicted were entitled to receive a bonus credit, depending on the famly

i ncone, to help thembuy their own horme, while others opted to |ease, in which
case the rent could not exceed 10 per cent of the famly inconme. Those living
in“illegal” housing were typically people who had arrived in the early 1980s
and occupi ed vacant | and belonging to the Territory. M. Qissa was
conpletely mstaken in calling adm nistrative evictions arbitrary; they were
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subj ect to a procedure involving hearings and the adm ssion of evidence from
those concerned. To put the matter into perspective, since 1993 there had
been about 130 adm nistrative evictions and in only one case had there been an
error, which had | ater been rectified.

47. M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) said that Macau did not deserve harsh
criticismfor its open adm ssion (para. 186) that the majority of the Chinese
popul ati on were not famliar with the judicial system particularly since
great efforts were being nmade to remedy the situation. Macau was deeply
committed to publicizing and popul arizing the law, but in any case the Chi nese
did not like litigation, preferring extrajudicial arbitration. Until

recently, court proceedi ngs had been conducted only in Portuguese, and
natural |y those speaki ng Cantonese had felt ill at ease. Since 1994, however,
sinmul taneous interpretation had been avail able and there were three bilingua
judges, who on occasi on even conducted proceedings in Chinese. Adninistrative
evictions were carried out under a |legal procedure whereby the parties
concerned were represented and normal |y supported by nei ghbourhood

associ ations that were fully conversant with the applicable |egislation
Notices of administrative eviction were witten in Chinese. Lastly,

governnent officials could be held personally liable if they infringed the
law. There was no question of any segment of the popul ation being denied its
rights.

48. In all, 50 people were registered as honel ess. That was a sensitive

i ssue, since they refused to be housed, preferring to renain hornel ess.
Regar di ng water supplies and sanitation, the nost recent statistics indicated
that 99.5 per cent of housing units were linked to the public water system and
99.8 per cent to the sewage system The rest had access to communal taps.

Article 12 R ght to physical and nmental health

49. M. GRISSA noted that in 26 paragraphs relating to health there was no
mention of AIDS, in a part of the world where AIDS was spreadi ng and,

nor eover, where an association with tourismand ganbling made a high incidence
of sexual activity inevitable. He did not wi sh to be judgmental about the
fact that prostitution existed, but the health consequences coul d be serious
and far-reachi ng

50. M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) said that prostitution had been
decrimnalized. Strenuous efforts were being made to contain it in specific
areas, tough health regul ations applied and regul ar i nspections were carried
out .

51. Dr. SILVA (Portugal) said that, with an HV incidence of 0.1 per 1,000
i nhabi tants, Macau conpared favourably with the rest of the region. Since
1986, within the entertainment industry there had been 122 HV cases; of
those, eight had devel oped Al DS and seven had al ready died. There had been
fewer cases since 1993, when Macau had | aunched a five-point programre to
control the spread of the disease. H V/ A DS screening was obligatory for al
bl ood donors and avail abl e on request to any individual ; anonynous
surveillance was carried out, revealing the nunber of those affected but not
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their identity; high-risk groups, such as entertai nment workers and drug
addi cts, were screened; and infornation was issued to the general public and
to high-risk groups, including prostitutes.

52. M. ADEKUOYE noted that, according to paragraph 220 of the report,
infant nortality had risen in 1993. He wondered whether data for 1995 were
avail able and, if so, whether they coul d be di saggregat ed.

53. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGJENO asked for information regarding sex education in
school s, fertility rates - which she presumed had dropped with the Territory's
growi ng prosperity - and access to famly planning. She also w shed to be
reassured that there was no tendency to stop providing nedical care for ol der
persons at any stage.

54. M. WMR ZAMBRANO asked what heal th policy Macau adopted with regard to
illegal immgrants and specifically whether or not they could be given free
health care

55. M. RATTRAY noted that provision was nmade for children, persons over 65
vul nerabl e groups such as pregnant wonen, and persons suffering from

i nfecti ous di seases. He wondered, however, what the situation of a person not
falling into those categories would be. For exanple, could an abl e-bodi ed nan
of 35 years of age requiring by-pass surgery insist on being treated in a
hospital even if he had no health insurance? D d Macau have a system of

conpul sory heal th insurance guaranteeing health care for all?

56. Dr. SILVA (Portugal) replied that ol der persons were considered to be a
hi gh-risk group. The health-care systemwas universal and was tending to
becone free of charge. Primary health care, which also covered the provision

of medication, was free for everyone, including illegal inmmgrants. However,
in order to be treated in a hospital a patient would first of all have to be
referred to it by a primary health-care doctor. |If a particular form of

treat ment was needed and was not avail able in Macau, the patient could be sent
abroad at the Covernnent's expense

57. He could not explain the rise ininfant nortality in 1993. In any case
in 1994 it had fallen to 6.2 per 1,000 live births, and in 1995 to 5.6,

i ndi cating that the overall downward trend was continuing. Al nine
health-care centres had a famly planning unit. Inter-uterine devices and
other fornms of contraception were provided free of charge. The birth rate had
al so decreased slightly between 1993 and 1995.

58. M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) said that the Macau authorities were not
yet able to cover the cost of providing advanced nedical care to all, but they
were trying to increase the scope of health care coverage in general
Presunmably article 12 of the Covenant did not inply that all States parties
had an obligation to provide free health care for all inmrediately. Mcau's
heal th care systemwas one of the best in East Asia, and a significant part of
public revenues was expended on it. Sex education was given in schools and
famly planning facilities were available. [Illegal immgrants requiring

nmedi cal attention received treatnment before being sent out of the Territory.
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59. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked what inportance was attached to preventive
nmedi ci ne and rehabilitation for ol der persons.

60. Dr. SILVA (Portugal) replied that ol der persons were covered by a
specific programme. Health professionals were alerted to the inportance of
preventive nedicine and rehabilitation for them Hone care was available for
those unable to travel. Sone 50 per cent of ol der persons were attended to
under the primary heal th care system

Articles 13 and 14. R ght to education

61. M. RATTRAY , noting that the schools in Macau were mainly private, asked
how nuch freedom parents had in choosing their children's school and whet her
the official procedures involved were carried out by the parents or by the
school authorities.

62. M. ALVAREZ VITA noted that private schools predom nated in Macau. He
was puzzled by the Fact that one of the two najor proprietors of private
school s appeared to be the D ocese of Micau, even although only a smal
proportion of the popul ati on was Rorman Catholic. He requested sone further
informati on on that point and asked what | anguages were used at the University
of Macau and whet her school s in Macau pai d taxes

63. M. ADEKUOYE asked what woul d happen if, under the Government's plan to
extend free primary education to all schools, the schools not yet included in
the systemdecided to join it all at once. Wuld the Governnent have
sufficient funds to finance their incorporation?

64. M. THAPALIA requested sone statistics on the nunber of slumdwellers
and the rate of illiteracy anong them

65. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO inquired whet her human rights were taught in the
education system and whether there were special courses in human rights for
pol i cemen and j udges.

66. M. COSTA AIVEIRA (Portugal) replied that the nunber of slumdwellers
was known, but not their breakdown by sex or their illiteracy rate. S um
areas had schools, and alnost all children could read and wite. Moreover,
nost persons who arrived in Macau as adults had no problens in that respect.

67. Ms. Albina SILVA (Portugal) said that the teaching of human rights was
provided for in Macau | egislation on education. There were public schools and
private schools, the latter being either profit-naking or non-profit-mnaking.
Al parents had the right to choose their children's school. The Covernnent
provi ded subsidies for children w thout nmeans who attended private school s.
School places were available for all children. Chinese parents were extrenely
dermandi ng and invested a substantial proportion of their income in their
children's education. Schools tended to be chosen because of their

reputati on. Macau was a transit point for many people, who selected the
school that fitted in best with the expectations they had for their children
later inlife. It was true that a | arge nunber of schools were adni nistered
by the D ocese, although Ronman Catholics accounted for only 7 per cent of the
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popul ati on. The University of Macau was an international institution at which
Engl i sh, Chinese and Portuguese were the official |anguages.

68. Profit-making private schools were subject to the Macau account ancy
rules and paid taxes. Non-profit-making private schools had to present their
accounts in order to claimsubsidies. Prinmary education |asted six years, and
the final year of pre-school education was assimlated to prinary education.
Some 60 per cent of school children obtained their education w thout charge,
whil e the remai nder received subsidies. Slumchildren had the sane access to
education as other children. The teaching of human rights was included in al
curricula as part of a special subject called “Social and human devel oprent”.

69. An effort was being nmade to induce all schools to join the free
education system Negotiations with the private schools still outside the
systemwere not progressing as fast as the Governnent woul d have liked, since
private schools joining the systemwoul d have to conply with many

requi rements, especially in regard to the size of classes, adherence to public
accountancy rules, and the inclusion of specific subjects in their curricula.
Thus, the main problemwas not any inability to finance the incorporation of
nmore schools but the difficulty of convincing private schools to join, since
they would all have to fit into the existing education franmework

70. The CHAI RPERSON announced that the di scussion was concl uded. Thanks
were due to the delegation and to the Government of Portugal, whose conpliance
with its reporting obligations under the Covenant coul d serve as a nodel for
other States parties.

The neeting rose at 1 p.m




