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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

STATEMENT BY THE H GH COWM SSI ONER FOR HUMAN RI GHTS

1. Ms. ROBINSON (H gh Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts) said that 1998 was
the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. To
honour that great event in a truly fitting manner, the international community
nmust redouble its efforts to make human rights a worldwi de reality, prevent
human ri ghts abuses and violations, and build a global partnership to ensure
that human rights, along with peace, denobcracy and sustai nabl e devel opnent,
formed the guiding principles of the twenty-first century.

2. It was fitting that her first formal engagenent of the new year shoul d
be a neeting with the Commttee on the Rights of the Child, since the
protection of children nust be central to the conmenorative activities. It
was appropriate therefore that the third issue of the Fiftieth Anniversary
Information Kit was to focus on the rights of the child. The Kit would
contain basic information about the relevant United Nations programes and the
activities planned for 1998 by intergovernnmental and non-governnenta

organi zations (NGOs). She invited the Committee to draft a special nmessage
for inclusion in the Kit, which was being prepared jointly by her Ofice and
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
and woul d be avail able by the end of January.

3. The Five-Year |Inplenentation Review of the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action, also due in 1998, provided a framework for a thorough
assessnent of the progress made in children's rights. The Wrld Conference on
Human Ri ghts had enphasi zed vari ous aspects of those rights, including specia
problems relating to the protection of the girl child. 1In Novenber 1997, she
had asked the Cormittee for its views on the inplenentation of the

Conf erence's recomendati ons, being convinced that its comments would greatly
enrich the Review and be of considerable assistance in the preparation of the
rel evant reports.

4, The near-universal ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the strong reaffirmation of the conplenmentarity and interdependence
of human rights in that instrunent represented achi evenents that could be
extended and built upon. It was inportant, however, not to |ose sight of the
fact that violations of children's rights continued to be wi despread. She had
herself recently witnessed in the territory of northern Uganda a striking
exanpl e of the problenms that had to be addressed. Particular attention and
high priority nust therefore continue to be given to the situation of children
in especially difficult circunstances, notably victins of sale, sexua
exploitation and child | abour, and to the special disadvantages affecting the
girl child. Her Ofice would strive hard to address those probl ens, draw ng
encour agenent fromthe knowl edge that the Committee would continue to pursue
its own activities into the twenty-first century.

5. An honest and thorough debate on human rights should take place in 1998
to assist in designing future goals and activities. The inherent neaning of
human rights was that they enpowered the people who enjoyed them Mny
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United Nations progranmes - and not only the human rights ones - should be
oriented towards giving people the tools they needed to shape their lives
according to the highest standards of human dignity.

6. In his July 1997 report entitled “Renewing the United Nations: A
Programme for Reforni (A/51/950), the Secretary-General called for the placing
of human rights at the centre of United Nations activities. |In that context,

she attached great inportance to cooperation with the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNI CEF) and other United Nations agencies and progranes wth
a viewto giving a new inpetus to the work on behalf of children's rights.
Activities under the Plan of Action for the inplenmentation of the Convention
strengt hened existing potential to devel op cooperation with partners both

wi thin and outside the United Nations system

7. Recent decisions, such as that by the International Labour Organization
(ILO to focus on child Iabour in 1998 and by the United Nations Devel opnent
Programme (UNDP) to include children as a fundanental target group in its new
programe “Human Ri ghts and Sust ai nabl e Human Devel opnment”, exenplified the
new approach to the protection of the rights of the child. She wel coned those
devel opnents and her O fice would be pleased to cooperate closely with the
organi zati ons concerned. As the rights of the child were placed higher on the
agendas of various agencies and progranmes, the Comm ttee's inval uable advice
and support woul d acquire new and practical dinmensions.

8. She had noted with pleasure that the “rights of the child approach”

whi ch UNI CEF had adopted with the Comrittee's advice and gui dance, was being
referred to by other agencies, such as UNDP, in connection with the

i ncorporation of human rights into their own activities. She comended the
Committee on that contribution and hoped that it would pursue its endeavours
to have the pronotion and protection of the rights of the child included in
the mai nstream of systemwi de activities.

9. At its fifty-second session, the General Assenbly, in its resolution
dealing with the rights of the child and the Comrittee's work, called upon
States to take action to ensure that the amendnent to the Convention aimed at
i ncreasing the nenbership of the Coommittee to 18 was adopted as soon as
possi bl e. The anmendnent had so far been accepted by 52 States parties and
woul d enter into force once it had been accepted by 120. She hoped that that
target would be achieved in the foreseeable future.

10. The General Assenbly also wel comed the increased attention given by the
Committee to the equal enjoynent of rights by children with disabilities,
expressed its support for the two inter-sessional working groups of the

Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts engaged in the drafting of optional protocols on
the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and on the

i nvol vemrent of children in arned conflicts, and invited the Committee to
cooperate with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for
Children in Armed Conflict.

11. The resolution also referred to refugee and internally displaced
children, the exploitation of child | abour and the plight of children |iving
and/or working in the streets. She trusted that all those concerns woul d be
addressed during the Commttee's current session
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12. In anot her resolution entitled “The girl child”, the General Assenbly
urged States to take all necessary nmeasures and to institute legal reforms to
ensure full and equal enjoyment by the girl child of all human rights and
fundanmental freedonms and to take effective action against their violation. It
al so urged the States parties to fulfil their obligation under the Convention
on the Rights of the Child to protect girls fromall fornms of violence,

i ncludi ng domestic violence, sexual trafficking and child prostitution. It
encour aged t he strengtheni ng of cooperation and coordination to that effect
among all treaty bodies and other human rights nmechani sms and requested them
regularly and systematically to adopt a gender perspective in the

i mpl enentati on of their mandates.

13. The working groups on the drafting of the optional protocols to the
Convention would be neeting at CGeneva in the com ng weeks. The Committee

m ght wish, as in the past, to contribute to their activities in the form of
an oral or witten statenent.

14. In conclusion, she reiterated her strong personal interest in pronoting
and safeguarding the rights of the child and in the Cormmittee's very inportant
activities in support of those objectives. Her Ofice would be as supportive
as possible of the Commttee's work and she woul d pay close attention to the
proceedi ngs of its current session. Furthernore, she hoped to neet the

i ndi vi dual nenbers of the Comrittee on a nore personal and informal basis.

15. The CHAI RPERSON, havi ng given the nenbers of the Conmittee the
opportunity to introduce thenselves in turn to the H gh Comm ssioner, asked
whet her any of them had a specific question or coment.

16. Ms. PALME said she noted that the Committee had not yet worked out a
strategy for cooperating with the Special Representative of the
Secretary-Ceneral for Children in Arned Conflict, a matter that should be
addressed during the session

17. M. KOOSOV said that, while he fully agreed with the H gh Conmm ssi oner
regardi ng the inportance of international cooperation in the field of
children's rights, he felt that the primary responsibility for the success of
the Convention lay with the States parties. It mght be useful, therefore, if
the Hi gh Commi ssioner's statenent were circulated to all the States parties,
inviting themto take special measures to pronote children's rights in 1998.

18. He coul d understand that the draft protocol concerning children in armed
conflicts mght have to be optional, because certain States were not in a
position to anend their legislation; he failed to see, however, how a protoco
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography could

possi bly be optional. Such a protocol mght actually be a retrograde step in
relation to the non-derogable status of the rights contained in the
Conventi on.

19. Ms. ROBINSON (Hi gh Comm ssioner for Humen Ri ghts), having urged the
Conmittee to discuss at its current session, future contacts with the Specia
Representative of the Secretary-Ceneral for Children in Armed Conflict, said
that she fully agreed with M. Kol osov regarding the obligations of the States
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parties. That was why she had enphasized the inportance of the forthcom ng
Revi ew of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action. In that connection
she woul d be happy to have her statement wi dely circul at ed.

20. She al so appreciated M. Kol osov's views concerning the optiona
protocols. The Conmittee was well placed to insist that support for the
rights of the child nust be strengthened by any new instrument rather than
di | ut ed.

21. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Commttee was very pleased that the third
issue of the Fiftieth Anniversary Information Kit was to focus on the rights
of the child. It had taken due note of the points made in the statenment by

t he Hi gh Commi ssioner and assured her of its full support in her own work and
that of her O fice to pronote and protect the rights of the child.

22. Ms. ROBINSON (Hi gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights) said that she hoped
gradually to devise a formula that would allow her to interact with the
Conmittee on an ongoi ng basis.

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4)

23. The CHAI RPERSON sai d that the del egation of the Republic of Mldives,
whi ch had been scheduled to attend the Conmittee's current meeting to discuss
the Maldive's initial report, had unfortunately not appeared and no nessage
had been received to account for its absence. She hoped that a fornma

comuni cation regarding the State party's intentions would be received in due
cour se.

24. The Committee was well aware that the dispatch of a delegation to Geneva
i nposed a heavy financial burden on small devel oping countries. It should try
to devise ways of considering a report when it was not economically possible
for a State party to be represented.

25. Ms. PALME said she noted that the Commttee had sent its list of issues
to the State party. She wondered what the appropriate procedure would be if a
written response were received to that conmuni cation

26. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Commttee mght, in such a case, form an
opi nion on the basis of all the information available and prepare prelimnary
concl usi ons and reconmmendati ons.

27. M. KOOSOV said that the Committee could usefully proceed with its
consideration of the report of the Maldives despite the absence of
representatives of the State party concerned. The participation of such
representatives should be encouraged but not regarded as essential to the
procedure, especially since individual civil servants were unlikely to hold
the sane office in five years’ tine. Supplementary witten information
supplied by the Governnent was hardly likely to alter the thrust of the
Conmittee’s concludi ng observations, which did not differ greatly fromcountry
to country. More inportant than the presence of representatives was the need
to ensure that the Conmittee’s conments reached the highest possible |evels of
nati onal authority.
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28. Ms. KARP recalled that, in the case of the forner Yugoslavia, the
Committee had decided that a report nmight be considered in the absence of the
country's representatives, as long as they had been invited to attend. The
length of time that individual nmenbers of a delegation mght retain their
posts did not constitute an issue. The dialogue with representatives served
an inmportant function, since officials frequently made concrete commtnments on
behal f of their countries. Mreover, in cases where the Committee had
difficulty in nmaintaining contact with the country concerned, and where

foll owup to reconmendati ons could not be nonitored, such dial ogue was better
able to provide direction to a Governnment than witten reconmendati ons.

The Ml di ves shoul d be infornmed that the Conmittee was considering exani ning
its initial report but would prefer to do so in the presence of its
representatives.

29. The CHAI RPERSON said that the initial report of the Ml dives was not
sufficiently conmprehensive to enable the Conmittee to proceed in the absence
of supplenentary information fromits Government. There was a need for
further discussion on the approach to be adopted in such cases, especially
when a country’s scarce funds m ght better be used to pronote the rights of
children at honme rather than to fund a costly trip to Geneva.

30. Al t hough a precedent for considering a country report in the absence of
a State party's representatives did indeed exist, the situation in the forner
Yugosl avi a had been sonewhat different.

OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 8)

Activities of Committee nenbers since the previous session

31. Ms. KARP said that she had represented the Conmittee at a sem nar on
corporal punishnent held under the auspices of the European Union on

19 COctober 1997. She had al so been a nenber of an Expert G oup on cooperation
for technical assistance, organized by the United Nations Comr ssion on Crine
Prevention and Crimnal Justice (6 to 11 November 1997), which had di scussed
plans for the establishnent of a coordination board for technical assistance
in accordance with a recent decision of the Third Conmittee of the

CGeneral Assenbly. As yet, the Committee on the Rights of the Child possessed
no system for coordinating international cooperation or for nonitoring the
followup to its recommendati ons concerning technical assistance.

32. The Expert G oup had come up with the idea of preparing a “kit” on
techni cal assistance with the help of Defence for Children

International (DCl), UNI CEF and other major actors in the field. The kit
woul d be sent together with the list of issues to countries interested in
receiving technical assistance. It would also be nade available to the

rel evant NGOs, which would be able to discuss opportunities with DCI Geneva.

33. If the Cormmittee recomrended technical assistance, a nmeeting would be
convened at the country level with the participation of UNI CEF and ot her
partners to discuss practicalities and identify specific funds, thus ensuring
real foll owup and cooperation in the provision of technical assistance to
speci fic countries.
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34. M. KOLOSOV drew the Conmittee’'s attention to issue nunmber 158 of the
UNESCO Journal which was devoted to the fiftieth anniversary of the Universa
Decl arati on of Human Rights. He had been asked to contribute an article on
the nost vul nerabl e popul ati on groups, and had used the opportunity to focus
on the rights of the child.

35. Ms. MBO said that she had hel ped organi ze a study seeking to elimnate
child labour in Indonesia as part of a plan of action with specific tine
limts. Workshops involving the Governnent, business comunity and ot her

pl ayers were to be convened shortly. A study of child prostitution had al so
been initiated with the cooperation of acadenm cs and NGOs.

36. The fact that she was the first Indonesian nenber of the Conmittee had
generated nedia interest and she had taken the opportunity to inprove

awar eness of the Covenant in the country. Meetings had been held at the
national level with a viewto evaluating the inplenentation of the Covenant,
and a working dial ogue had been achi eved between the Governnment, NGOs and
civil society. She had also taken part in discussions on the possibility of
establ i shing an onbudsman in I ndonesia and had | obbied for the establishnent
of a working group on |law reformto harnoni ze national |egislation with the
provi si ons of the Covenant.

37. In view of the fact that Wirld Aids Day would be focusing on children
she had al so taken the opportunity, as a nenber of the national Wbrking G oup
on AIDS, to enphasize the inportance of protecting children’ s rights in the
context of AIDS

38. Ms. MXHUANE said that she had been a nenber of a delegation to

South Africa which had sought to nake the Conmittee’ s expectations known to
the steering committee for South Africa s country report, and to clarify the
provi sions of the Covenant in |anguage understandable to all. The strengths
and weaknesses of the report had been discussed, with a viewto its

i mprovenment. UNI CEF Kenya and UNI CEF New York had participated in the

wor kshop, as had the rel evant South African NGOs.

39. Ms. OUEDRAOGO said that she had attended a conference in Indiana

organi zed by United States NGOs, its objective being to accelerate
ratification of the Covenant by the Congress of the United States. The
obstacles to ratification had been exam ned and students had asked a nunmber of
practical questions. She had outlined the work of the Commttee, especially
with regard to the exam nation of country reports and the role of NGOs, and
had commented on such issues as violence in schools, on the streets and at
home, problenms with parents and juvenil e delinquency.

40. In her capacity as a governnent representative, she had al so attended
the Third Committee of the General Assenbly at which pronotion and protection
of the rights of the child had been raised and a resolution on the girl child
adopted. A draft resolution on traditional practices had al so been presented
to the Third Committee for the first time. The del egation of Denmark had
directed the informal negotiations on that draft, and a personal account of

t he physical and psychol ogical trauma suffered as a result of such practices
by a young woman from Sierra Leone had hel ped to nobilize a number of
sponsors.
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41. A problem had arisen regarding the part of the draft resolution on the
rights of the child (A/C 3/52/L.25) dealing with arnmed conflict. An amendment
proposed by the United States del egation had threatened to upset the consensus
al ready reached on the issues of the social and humanitarian inplications of
sanctions, their adverse effects on children, and the m nimum age for
recruitment into the arned forces. Fortunately, however, the delegation in
guestion had withdrawn its proposed anmendnent in the interests of preserving

t he consensus.

42. Lastly, she had had the opportunity to acconpany the Chairperson of the
Committee on the two-day visit to United Nations Headquarters in New York
organi zed by UNI CEF and the Permanent M ssion of Italy in Geneva.

43. Ms. PALME said that, in Cctober 1997, she had visited Belfast, at the
invitation of the Youth Council of Northern Ireland, to address a neeting
cal l ed “Ceneration 2000” on the Convention and on possi bl e changes thereto.
In particular, she had spoken on the Wirld Congress agai nst Commerci al Sexua
Exploitation of Children (Stockholm 27-31 August 1996) as an aspect of the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention, and on the question of children in arned
conflicts and the consequences of and reconmendations in the Graga Mache
study. In the context of possibilities for change, she had al so exam ned the
guestion of child | abour

44, In Novenber 1997 she had visited Yokohama at the invitation of Public
Service International, a union representing some 20 mllion public and private
sector community workers, and had agai n spoken on the topic of child |abour
with particular reference to the recently published Gsl o Conference report.

45. She had al so attended an extrenely interesting workshop on juvenile
justice held at Dhaka, Bangl adesh, and had had the opportunity to visit

Bangl adesh's only juvenile court and sole children's prison, and to see for
herself the very difficult conditions to which children were subjected in the
capital. She was continuing her work with the Bangl adeshi authorities, but
what they saw as positive change often appeared sonewhat outdated when vi ewed
fromthe perspective of the Conmittee

46. Lastly, in her own country, she had been involved in the preparations
for the forthcom ng sunmt neeting of the 10 Baltic Sea States whose

organi zers hoped to use the sunmt as an opportunity to follow up the theme of
the Worl d Congress agai nst Comrerci al Sexual Exploitation of Children.

47. Ms. KARP said that she had been involved in two donmestic events in
Israel: the establishment of a group of experts on the harnonization of
Israeli |egislation concerning children with the provisions of the Convention
and the establishment of a follow up group of experts on the situation
regardi ng the commercial sexual exploitation of children in Israel. An
earlier group of experts had produced a vol um nous report on the subject,
cont ai ni ng reconmendati ons addressed to various ministries and departnents,
whi ch was currently being discussed by five parlianentary conmttees. The
task of the follow up group was to nonitor the inplenmentation of those
recommendati ons by the ministerial departments concerned.
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48. The CHAI RPERSON said that, thanks to M. Fulci's efforts, a two-day
visit to United Nations Headquarters in New York by herself, M. Fulci and
M's. CQuedraogo had been arranged, at which she had spoken to the
Secretary-Ceneral and the President of the General Assenbly and had addressed
the Third Conmmittee. The topics discussed had included support for the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, for the Commttee, and for the neeting
of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies; as well as support by
those bodies for the reform process | aunched by the Secretary-General

49. In the course of the discussions, the three Committee nmenbers had

wel comed the fact that the reform programe stressed the need for human rights
to cut across all substantive fields of United Nations activity. Mention had
al so been made of the opportunities the process provided for reform ng the
wor ki ng net hods of the treaty bodies so as to nmake the nonitoring system nore
meani ngf ul .

50. Ref erence had been nade to the annual neeting of chairpersons, and the
hope had been expressed that the Secretary-CGeneral would be able to nmeet those
persons. Mention had al so been made of the request that an additional neeting
shoul d be held in February 1998, to continue the work that it had not been
possi ble to conplete in a single annual neeting.

51. On the question of universal ratification of the Convention, she had
asked the Secretary-CGeneral to use his good offices to renmind States of their
obligations in respect of the inplenentation of the Convention and of the
possibility of receiving assistance.

52. Menti on had al so been made of the amendnment to the Convention proposed
by Costa Rica, whereby nenbership of the Cormittee would be increased
from10 to 18 - a proposal to which the Secretary-Ceneral had seemed
receptive. In that connection, she noted that, since her visit to New York
acceptances had risen from about 25 to 52.

53. A press conference had al so been held, and had served its purpose of
raising the Cormittee's profile within the United Nations system The three
Committee nenbers had given an account of the Commttee's work, and of its
perception of its responsibilities. A reference to “near-universal”
ratification of the Convention had been seized upon by the press, and had
provi ded an opportunity to | obby in support of ratification by the

United States of Anerica.

54. The Conmittee nenbers had nmet UNICEF officials on two occasions. At
meetings with M. Lewis, Deputy Executive Director, and with Ms. Santos Pais,
Director of Evaluation, Planning and Policy, the question of cooperation

bet ween UNI CEF and the Conmittee had again been raised, and gratitude had been
expressed for past UN CEF support and for the commtment to the Convention
expressed in its Mssion Statenent. She had al so raised the question of field
visits by Committee menmbers, and of how best to ensure that such visits could
continue in the face of prevailing financial constraints.
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55. Lastly, she had delivered a statenment to the Third Committee, the text
of which could be made available to nenbers if required. She had requested
the Third Conmmittee and the other commttees of the General Assenbly to place
the rights of the child permanently on their agendas, as a means of furthering
the Conmttee's work

56. Al in all, the visit had been a nost fruitful one, particularly in

raising the Commttee's profile in New York, a seat of the United Nations that
often attracted nore nmedia attention than Geneva.

The discussion covered in the sunmary record ended at 11.45 a.m




