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INTRODUCTION: B.SIG ULWWS (0138 THZ SOCTALIST RBPUBLIC .v..J-
_ OF VIET NAM WITH QQSPE”T TO RACIAL DISCRIMIHQTION .

s Racial discriminstion of every dlﬂﬂ is. an ndlnus and inhunan- zet- uh;ah mast be
condemned and ellmlnated. .

g 1L el ;"ﬂ].j o4 ...'".; : .
i Thehac00531on‘of Viet Mam to the Internationzl Convention on the Fliminstion
of A1l Forms of Reciel Discriminstion reflects the commitment of the Government of
the Socislist Republic of Viet Nem to the struggle of all menkind to elininate all

forms of racial discriminstion.

5 The present existence in the world of acts of racisl diserininstion is rcoted
in imperislism, colonislism, oppression, exploitztion and foreizn szgression.
Before 211 the forms of recisl discrimination cen be completely liquidated, it is
essential that 211 the above-mentinoned scurces are elininated.

PART I: THE POLICY OF THE VIETHAMESE STATE TO ELLMINATE ALL FORMS

OF RACTAL DISCRIMINATION, WHICH IS CLOSELY LINKED WITH THE RIRTH

AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET MAM AKND REFLECTS
THE NATURE GF THE SOCIAL REGIME IN VIET NAM

4. Viet Nem is » multinational Stete. Apsrt from the mejority Kinh, it a2lso
harbours in its bosom more then 50 ethnic minorities, most of whom inhabit the
highland aress in the north, centre snd south of the country. The ethnic
minorities - which represent 12.3 per cent of the country's population - consist
of Tay, Thai, Miong, Nung, Kho-mec, Gis=-rsi, Ede, Chsm; Coho, Bic. Each of these
ethnic minorities-has. its. own. speoken.end.written language, end its own menners and
customs.

& 3
..................
.................

5a During the perind of cclonizl-feudel deminetion, the ethnlc m_nﬁrltles vere
oppressed in every-wsy. Thenks to the:victory of the August revelution snd the
birth of the Vietnamese Democretic Republic, the naticnelities in North Viet Nam
began, for the first time in their history, effectively to enjoy equality at =211
levels: politicel,. economic,  culturzl and social, snd beceme genuine nasters in
their own country.

6. By the long resistence sgeinst French colonialists end Americen inpericlists,
the Vietnzmese nationzlities weged 2 hernic struggle to defemd their sscred and
invioleble national. xights. .. The birth of the Socialist Republic of Viet Nem, 2
unitary multinationel State, has strongly efiirmed the besic netionel rights end
the equality of 211 the na+1on 11ities in Viet Nenm.

............................

Te Starting from the facis of their qlqto*v snd from the prllcy of the Socieclist
Republic of Viet Nam, the Vietnomese netionzlities ore swere thet Viet Nem is o
unitary Stote and that the sister nationclities living on Vietnemese territory and
linked closely tc nne snother in 2 single people ere 211 citizens of 2 single
country, endowed with the some territory, the ssme economy snd the same historicel

tradition.

8. The Vietnamese pecvle hes perseverad in the siruggle against feudelisn,
imperialism, colonialism, sné nco—colonialism snd the foreign wsr of aggression.
The Vietnemese Democretic Republic in ths past and the Sccielist Republic of

Viet Nem in the present, owe their existencs and their development to the policy of
the grand netionasl union of the naticrelities living on Vietnemese territory
without sny discrimination on the basis of their levels of development. All the
nationalities are protected by the Siate and enjoy the seme conditions for
developing themselves in every wey. The collective masters of Sncizlist Viet Nem,

they are completely equol in rights ond in duties,
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9. Ever since its inception in 1945, the Vietnamese Democratic Republic has
promulgated its Constitution, its decrees and its policies with 2 view to:

. Achieving the policy of grend nationsl union sgsinst all forms of oppression,
exploitation and national division;

Recognizing the humsn rights and fundamental freedoms of all citizens,
belonging to all nationalities, and ensuring their full observance;

Giving priority assistence to the ethnic minorities st the econnmic, political,
cultural and social levels with a view to ensuring that equality is
effectively enjoyed by the nationelities. This policy has enhanced the role
of the ethnic groups as collective mesters; and

Consolideting, supplementing ond effectively applying the rules and policies
with respect to the ethnic minorities.

At the national level

10, Viet Nam has played and is still playing en active part in the common struggle
of the peoples agsinst imperislism, colonialism, racism, apertheid and zionism and
for peace, independence, democracy and social progress.

11. It has energeticslly supported:

The struggle for national liberetion of the peoples.of Asia, Africs and
Latin Americaj

The struggle of the peoples of southern Africe, the Middle East and
Latin America ageinst the apsrtheid regime, zionism and the fascist
dictetorships, respectively;

The struggle for the defence of the legitimate rights of the peoples
throughout the world and humen rights ond fundementel freedoms; and

The struggle of the workers in the capitalist countries for freedom,
democracy and life.

PART II: SPECIFIC MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
OF VIET NAM TO ELIMINATE ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

A, Promulgation of rules and policies with respect to the ethnic minorities

12, The three Constitutions of 1946, 1959Iend 1980 -~ the_basic laws of the
Vietnamese State — stipulate inter aliz the following principles:

(a) Soliderity, unity end equelity among the nationelities, elimingtion of -
nationsl divisiveness and merks of contempt, removel of the discrepency 1in ecomomic,
cultural and social development levels smong the verious ethnic groups (Arti?le %,
Chapter I; Article 8, Chopter II - 1946 Constitution; Article 3 — 1959 Constitution;

and Article 5 — 1980 Constitution).

(v) Guarsnteeing the rights end fundamentsl freedoms of citizens without any

discrimination (Articles 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33 and 34 -
1959 Constitution; and Articles 56, 57, 58, 60, 61, 62, 64 and 67-72 -

1980 Constitution).
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13. -On the basis of the constitutional provisions, the Government of the

Vietnamese Democratic Republic promulgated, 2s from 1953, its policy with regard to
the ethnic minorities which subsequently took the form of Decree No. 229/SL approved
on 29 April 1955 by the Nationsl Assembly. That Decree is still in full force.

14. 1In application of the provisions of Decree No. 229/SL, the Government of the
Vietnamese Democratic Republic promulgated, one after ancther, s number of orders
end administrative instructions establishing concrete measures to ensure the
development of the ethnic minorities st the economic, political end cultural levels.
These instruments included:

Encouraging the development of production in the highlends;

Encouraging the ethnic groups to mske use of their own spoken and written
lenguages;

Establishing communal dispensesries in the highlands;

Establishing five universities snd training colleges essentiallj'fdr the
children of the ethnic minorities; and ) : : '

Granting priority access for young people from the ethnic minorities.to the
country's other universities.

B. Esteblishment of organs specifically responsible for the affeirs of the
ethnic minorities

15, In 1955, the Commission on Ethnic Affairs, responsible to the Prime Minister!s
Office, szw the light. The duty of this Commission was to monitor the applicetion
of policies concerning the ethnic minorities snd to.mske any necessary recommendations
to the Government.

16, In 1958, the Netional Assembly decided to convert the Cermission on Ethnic
Lffeirs into the Centresl Committee of Nstionslities, an organ with ministerial
tasks and powers, whose Chairman is 2 member of the Council of HMinisters,

17. This Committee is responsible for implementing Stete policies concerning the
ethnic minorities and helping the Government to complete znd improve them.

18. In the National Assembly of the Socizlist Republic of Viet Nam, there is the
Council of Nationalities which is elected by the Assembly. The Council of
Nationalities studies and submits to the Nztional Assembly znd to the Stete
Council resolutions on problems concerning the ethnic minorities and helps them to
supervise the implementatioh of policy with respect to ethnic groups. ¢

19. The Cheirman of the Council of HNstionalities is entitled to participste in the
meetings of the State Council,

20. The State creates favoureble conditions for the Committee to express its
solidarity with the Afro-Asian snd Lotin Americen peoples (mass organizetions) in
their asctivities agsinst raciel discrimination #nd netional division end in their
support for the struggle of the peoples suffering from oppression, aggression and
domination throughout the world,
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¢, -The people's courts, whose hearings are in public, psss Jjudgements with

complebe impartislity toverds sll citizens irrespective of nationslity,
in accordance with the_provisions of the law.

21. (Artlcle 22 - 1959 Constltutlon, Articles 55 and 73 - 1980 Constltutlon,
Articles 1, 2, 4 and 6 - Decree No. 229/SL of 29 April 1955). o Bl S

D. Anti-racist propagends, diffusion snd educstion measures

22. Through the Voice of Viet Nam, newspapers and magazines and educationel-
programmes in the schools snd universities, ontl—IaClSt proPaganda, diffusion and
education measgures are designed to: - B N e SR

Promote mutual understending smong all the netionslities- 11v1ng on
‘Vietnamese territory’and among 211 the péoples of %he Morﬂd, e

Develop the spirit of soliderity snd mutusl respect among tbe
nationalities in Viet Nam and between the Vietnemese people and the other
peoplea of the world; and

Clarify the humanitarisn policy of the Vietnsmese State with respect to
human rights, snd condemn snd denounce the policy of racisl discrimination
and nationsl oppression in South Africa, the Middle East and Latin America.
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Annex I

1946 CONSTITUTION OF THE VIETNAMESE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC (EXTRACTS)

Article 1 (chapter I)

"The entire power of the State shall belong to the psople, without any
discrimination based on race; sex, wealth, national or social-origin or - '
religion.™”

Article 8, paragraph B (chapter II)

"In addition to equality of rights, the ethnic minorities shall be
granted manifold assistance to enable them to rise as soon as possible to the
gensral level of development.™
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Annex II

1959 Conétiﬁution‘of'ﬁhe Vietnamcse'Democratic Republic (Extract)._

"irticle 3, - The Vietnamese Democratic Republic shall be a united multi-
national State. 411 the nationalities living on Vietnamese turrltory shall have
equal rights and duties. The State shall have the duty topreserve and develop
the solidarity between the various natiopalities. 111 acts, of discrimination
against, or oppression of, ‘people on grounds of natlonallty and acts which
_undermzne the unity of the nationalities shall be strictly prohibltod A1l
nationalities shall have thé right to preserve or to changv their own customs
and habits, to usc their spoken and written 1anguages and to develop their
own national culture. Autonomous regions may bs e¢stablished in areas where
people. of national minoritics live in compact communities. Such autonomous
‘regions shall be 1n_1ieﬂablﬂ parts of the Vietnamesc Democratic Republic. The
~ State shall enduavour to help the natlonal minoritics to advance rapidly and to
keep pace with the guneral economic and ‘cultural adv&ncn e

"Article 22. - Citizens of the Vietnamese Democratic Republic shall be
equzal before the law.

Article 23. - Citizens of the Vietnamese Democratic Republic who have
reached the age of 18 shall have the right to vote, and those who have reached
the age of 21 shall have the right to stand for c¢lection, whatever their
nationality, race, sex, social origin, religious belief, property status,
education, occupation, or length of residence, except insane persons and
persons depriv d by a tribunal or the law of the right to vote and stand for
election. Citizens serving in the Army shall have the right to vote and stand
for eleaction.

Article 24. - Women in the Vietnamese Democratic Republic shall enjoy
equal rights with men in all aspects of life - political, cconomie, cultural,
social and family."

"The State shall protect marriage and thz family."

"Article 26. « Citizens of the Vietnamese Democratic Republic shall enjoy
freedom of belief; they may practise or not practise a religion.”

“Article 28. - The sanctity of the homes of citizens of the Vietnamese
Democratic Republic and the inviolability of the mails shall be guaranteed by
law.

Article 29. ~ Citizens of the Vietnamuse Democratic Republic may complain
to any public body concerning, or may denounce, unlawful acts committad by
members of public bodies. These complaints and denunciations must be
investigated and dealt with rapidly. Persons wrongad by unlawful acts are
entitled to compensation.

Article 30. - Citizens of the Vietnamese Democratic Republic shall have
the right to work. To guarantee enjoyment of this right by citizens, the
State, basing itself on the planned development of the national economy, 3hall
gradually create more employment and improve working conditions and wages."
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"Article 32. - Working people shall have the right to material assistance
in old age and in case of illness or disability. To guarantee enjoyment of
this right by working people, the State shall gradually expand social
insurance, welfare and health organizations.

Article 33. = Citizens of the Vietnamese Democratic Republic shall have
the right to education. To guarantee enjoyment of this right by citizens, the
State shall introduce step by step the system of compulsory education,
gradually develop various types of schools and cultural institutions, and
expand the various forms of supplementary cultural, technical and professional
education in public services and factories, and in the basic orgdnizations in

the cities and the countryside.

Article 34. - Citizens of the Vietnamese Democratic Republic shall enjoy
freedom to engage in scientific rescarch, literary and artistic creation and
other cultural pursuits. The State shall encourage and assist the
creativeness of citizens in seience, literature, art and other cultural Iields L
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Annex III i !

1980 CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC ‘OF VIET NAM (EXTRACTS) : -

Article 5 o

"The State of the Socialist ‘Republic of Viet Nam is a unitary State
belonging to ‘all 'the ethnic groups living on Vietnamese terrltcry, whlch are
equal in their rights and their duties.

The State shall preserve, develop and consolidate the great unified.....
block of all the ethnic minorities in the country and shall strictly forbid
any aet of d1scr1m1nation tcwards them and.. any act 1ike1y to divide then.

The State shall 1mplement plans to reduce by gradual stages the gap
between the levels of economic and cultural development of the various ethnic

s

groups." ' - e
Article 55

“aiinp1l’ eitizene shall be equaltbefore the' law."

Article 56

"Citizens shall have the right to partlclpate in the management of the
affairs of the State and society.® R

Article 57 -

"All citizens, whatever their nationality, sex, social origin, religious
belief, educational standard, occupation or length of residence, shall have _
the right to vote once they have reached the age of 18 and shall have the
‘right to stand for election to the National Assembly and the People's Councils
at -all: levels“once they have reached the.age of 21, except.insane .persons and
persons deprived of electoral rights by the law or by a decision of a people s

court.” AL Lty
Article 58 e v g

“Citizens shall havc the right to wcrk L

ﬂrtlcle 60
'"To acquire knowledge is both a right and a. duty for every citizen.

; The State shall introduce step by step a ‘system of compulsory general
education; which .shall be free of charge, and shall apply a policy of ;
granting scholarships and creating conditions favourable for citizens to

study."
Article 61

nCitizens shall have right to the protection of their health. The State
shall introduce a system of free medical consultation and treatment."



CERD/C/101/Add.5
page 10

Article 62
"Citizens shall have a right to housing."

Article 64

"The State shall protect marriage and the family. Marriage shall abide
by ‘the principles of free consent, progress, monogamy and equality between
husband and wife." R 1 :

Article 67
~nCitizens shall enjoy freedom of opinion, of the préss, of assembly, of
association and of demonstration, in accordance with the interests of
socialism and of the people.” 2
Article 69
nCcitizens shall have the right to security of the person.

The arrest and detention of a person shall be carried out .in conformity
with the provisions of the law.

All forms of ill-treatment and torture shall be strictly forbidden."
Article 70

"Every citizen shall have the right to protection by the law of his
life, his goods, his honour and his human dignity."

Article T1
nCitizens shall have the right to inviolability of the home. Freedom
of movement and of-residence shall be respected, in accordance with the law."

Article 72

"Citizens shall enjoy freedom to engage in scientific and technical
research, literary and artistic creation and other cultural pursuits.”

Article T3

nCitizens may complain to any public body concerning, or may denounce,
unlawful acts committed by public bodies, social organizations or units of
the people’s armed forces or by any member of such bodies, organizations or
units. These complaints and denunciations must be promptly investigated and
dealt with. Any act of vengeance against the author of complaints or
denunciations is absolutely forbidden." ° :
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innex IV

DECREE NO. 229/SL of 29 April 1955 (EXTRACTS)

Article 1

"The policy of the Government with regard to the ethnic minorities is
designed to strengthen the union of all the country'’s nationalities and to
create conditions enabling them to develop at all levels."

Article 2

"The nationalities living in Viet Nam shall be equal, shall enjoy all
the democratic freedoms and shall assist one another in the struggle for
peace and democracy and the reunification and independence of the
fatherland.

Any act of scorn, oppression or national division shall be rigorously
forbidden."

Article 4

"Members of the ethnic minorities shall have the right to vete and to
be candidates in general clections."

Article 6

"The ethnic minorities shall have the right to develop their spoken and
written languages, to preserve or to change their manners and customs, to
practice a religion and to enjoy the political, economic, cultural and
social assistance of the State."

NUMBER OF DEPUTIES REPRESENTING THE ETHNIC MINORITIES IN THE
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, THE SUPREME REPRESENTATIVE ORGAN
OF THE PEOPLE

Legislative bodies

1 2 3 4 b 6 7
1946 | 1960 | 1964 | 1971 | 1975 | 1976 | 1981

Total number of

deputies 330 453 455 420 426 492 496
Deputies members of
ethnic minorities 36 60 64 75 - 71 72 74

Percentage 10.9 | 13.2 14 | 17.38 ] 16.74 |} 13.55 | 15.05






