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The meeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m.

OPENING OF THE SESSION

1. The CHAIRPERSON declared open the twenty-second session of the
Committee.

STATEMENT BY THE DEPUTY HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

2. Mr. RAMCHARAN (Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights) said that the
eve of the new millennium, when the Committee was commemorating the tenth
anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, was
a good moment for States parties to take stock of the implementation of the
Convention and assess how much remained to be done.  Promotion and protection
of the rights of the child was one of the main priorities of the Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR), and the Committee had been and
would continue to be a catalyst for the improvement of the situation of
children throughout the world and the concrete realization of the principles
and provisions of the Convention.

3. As part of its commemoration of the tenth anniversary of the adoption of
the Convention, the Economic and Social Council had devoted a high-level
segment discussion on 6 July 1999 to the rights of the child.  In the spirit
of the Convention, a number of adolescents had taken part.  Much interest had
also been aroused by the special meeting the Committee was to hold during the
current session, which he hoped would result in concrete recommendations.  On
20 November 1999, the date of the commemoration of the General Assembly's
adoption of the Convention, the High Commissioner for Human Rights,
Mrs. Mary Robinson, would receive in Geneva children representing
socio-economically disadvantaged groups, from a wide range of countries.  The
meeting would be the culmination of a week-long gathering organized by a
French NGO, ATD Quart-Monde.  The General Assembly would also be paying
particular attention to the rights of the child in the debate in the Third
Committee and would keep the Committee informed of developments there.

4. Referring to the Plan of Action to strengthen the implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, he said that two new members had joined
the implementation team in July and that assistance would be given to the
Committee in drafting its general comments and in clearing the backlog of
reports to be considered.

5. With regard to juvenile justice, he said that the High Commissioner had
decided to pay close attention to the issue and planned to propose a major
international conference on the subject, to be organized in 2002.

6. At its April 1999 meeting in Geneva, the International Coordinating
Committee on National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of the
Rights of the Child had decided to prioritize the issue of human rights and to
organize a workshop on the rights of the child during the fourth annual
meeting of the Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions held 
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in Manila.  That regional meeting, which had taken place on 9 and
10 September, had been instrumental in integrating a child rights dimension
into the work of such institutions and would be followed by another meeting
in 2000 in Morocco.

7. UNHCHR had also decided to give higher priority to the issue of
trafficking in women and children and had established various cooperation
mechanisms and taken bilateral and regional initiatives to address the problem
(specifically the formulation of the draft treaty on preventing and combating
trafficking in women and children for the purposes of prostitution).  In
Europe, UNHCHR was working on that issue with the Council of Europe in four
countries of central and eastern Europe (including Bosnia and Herzegovina).

8. With regard to other developments in the field of child rights since the
preceding session, he reported that the Working Group on Contemporary Forms of
Slavery had focused on the issue of trafficking in women and children and
identified it as a priority area for 1999.  The Special Rapporteur on the sale
of children, child prostitution and child pornography had visited Guatemala
between 19 and 30 July 1999 to study the situation there and was due to visit
Fiji shortly.  The Sub-Commission on the Promotion and Protection of Human
Rights had addressed many mandates directly related to children's rights (the
right to education, traditional practices affecting the health of women and
the girl child, the administration of justice and human rights, including the
application of international standards concerning the human rights of detained
juveniles and the death penalty, particularly in relation to juvenile
offenders).  Lastly, he reported that the Security Council had for the first
time adopted a resolution (1261 (1999)) strongly condemning the involvement of
children under the age of 15 in armed conflict or making them take a direct
part in hostilities.

9. UNHCHR extended its best wishes for a successful twenty-second session
and assured the Committee of its continued support.  The High Commissioner
would ensure that all the resources necessary for its smooth operation were
mobilized.

10. The CHAIRPERSON thanked Mr. Ramcharan for his good wishes and invited
Committee members to make comments.

11. Ms. SARDENBERG said it was important to strengthen national capacity and
inter-agency cooperation in order to improve the implementation of the
Convention; she welcomed the idea of organizing a conference on juvenile
justice.

12. The CHAIRPERSON endorsed the proposal to hold a conference on juvenile
justice in 2002 with the participation of States parties and a wide range of
partners.  It might be a good idea to appoint a special rapporteur on the
question of children and juvenile justice in order to prepare better for the
conference.

13. Mr. RAMCHARAN (Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights) encouraged all
the organizations that would be attending the Committee's current session to
make themselves known in order to strengthen inter-organization cooperation.
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ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (item 1 of the provisional agenda) (CRC/C/88)

14. The agenda was adopted .

ORGANIZATIONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 2)

15. The CHAIRPERSON reminded members that the Committee would be
commemorating the tenth anniversary of the Convention during the current
session, on 30 September and 1 October.

SUBMISSION OF REPORTS BY STATES PARTIES (agenda item 3)

16. Mr. DAVID  (Secretary of the Committee) reported that, since its
twenty-first session, the Committee had received initial reports from the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (Overseas Territories),
Monaco, Oman and Turkey.  Belarus, Spain, the Sudan, Argentina, Ukraine and
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland had submitted their
second periodic reports.  To date, 137 initial reports and 29 periodic reports
had been received, i.e. a total of 166 reports, of which 104 had been
considered.  Fifty-six initial reports and 96 periodic reports were due and
had not yet been submitted.

17. The CHAIRPERSON asked Committee members if they had any suggestions as
to how to clear the backlog of reports for consideration.

18. Mr. DOEK  said that it would be useful if steps could be taken to raise
the number of members from 10 to 18 and said that the number of States that
still needed to ratify the amendment to that effect so that it could enter
into force was still far from being reached.

19. Ms. RAADI  (UNHCHR) said that UNHCHR had sent several letters to the
States parties in order to speed up ratification of the amendment.

20. Ms. MILLER  (UNICEF) said that UNICEF was also working for its
ratification in all countries where it had operations on the ground.

The discussion covered in the summary record ended at 10.50 a.m.


