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Concl udi ng observations of the Commttee on the Rights of the Child: Sweden

1. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Sweden (CRC/ ¢ 3/Add. 1) at
its 56th, 57th and 58th neetings (CRC/C/SR 56 to 58), held on 18 and
19 January 1993, and adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A | nt roducti on

2. The Conmittee notes with satisfaction that Swmeden has undertaken the
necessary steps for the swift ratification of the Convention and was the first
State to fulfil its reporting obligations. |Its report is very conprehensive
and follows closely the Committee's guidelines, although nore information is
needed on the situation of vul nerable groups, particularly nminority children

i ncl udi ng indi genous children, and neglected children in the major city areas.

3. The Conmittee expresses its appreciation for the additional information
provi ded by the del egati on which was sent to present the report of Sweden to
the Conmittee. |In this regard, the presence of a high-Ievel delegation

enabl ed a constructive dial ogue to take place between the Conmmittee and
officials fromthose mnistries directly responsible for the inplenmentation of
t he Conventi on.

B. Positive aspects

4, The Conmittee wel cones the Governnent's awareness of the need to take an
active approach to inplenmenting the Convention, disseninating informtion on
it and seeking ways to further inprove the status of children in Sweden. In

* At the 73rd neeting, held on 28 January 1993.
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this regard, the Conmrittee notes with satisfaction that | aws have been enacted
and admi ni strative measures proposed to harnonize the |legal franmework for the
protection of children's rights with the requirenents of the Convention. The
rel evant |egislation generally reflects the provisions of the Convention as
wel | as the general principles which serve to guide its inplenentation
Particularly noteworthy is the Governnent's spirit of dialogue with the

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, especially in regard to publicizing the
Convention and pronpoting awareness anong the general public.

5. The Conmittee expresses its appreciation for the significant contribution
of the Swedi sh Government and the Swedi sh non-governnental organizations to

i mproving the situation of children worldw de. The prom nence given by the
State party to furthering the rights of the child through internationa
cooperation and assistance directly benefiting children follows the spirit of
article 4 of the Convention and can serve as a useful guide for other States
parties.

6. The Conmittee notes that the conpetent Swedish authorities are
considering the possibility of ratifying the International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of AIl Mgrant Wrkers and Menbers of Their Fanilies.

C. Principal subjects of concern

7. The Conmittee notes the fact that the | aw does not provide for protection
against all the various fornms of discrinination enumerated in article 2 of the
Convention. As aresult, it is unclear whether the [aw prohibits

di scrimnation on the basis of the child' s or his or her parents' or |ega
guardi an's | anguage, religion, political or other opinion, social origin,
property, disability, birth or other status.

8. The Conmittee expresses its concern over the lack of clarity and apparent
di screpancies contained in the lawwith regard to the definition of the child.
The Conmittee notes that, although persons under 18 in Sweden do not enjoy

full legal capacity, they may yet be subjected to military service and that a
person aged 15 or over can be accepted in the Hone Guard Defence. The
Conmittee al so expresses its concern that the age of sexual maturity has not
been fixed, which threatens the protection of children from possible
exploitation in the use of pornographic naterials.

9. The Conmittee is concerned that the Government does not ensure that
children in detention are separated fromadults. The Committee is also
concerned by the practice of taking foreign children into custody under the
Aliens Act and notes that this practice is discrimnatory in so far as Swedi sh
children generally cannot be placed in custody until after the age of 18.

Li kewi se, there seens to be a lack of information on children who are victins
of sexual exploitation, including incest.

D. Suggesti ons and reconmendati ons

10. Wth regard to general measures of inplenentation, the Cormttee
reconmends that careful attention be given to setting up the nonitoring
nmechani sm and i ndi cators for neasuring the progress nade in the inplenmentation
of the legislative and other nmeasures to protect the rights of the child. The
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Conmittee underlines that the inplenentation of the Convention should be
carried out in close co-operation with | ocal authorities in order to ensure an
approach which is effective and consistent with the provisions and genera
princi ples of the Convention. |In this connection, the Governnent should
ensure that spending cuts carried out by nunicipalities are effected with due
regard for the best interests of children, particularly those fromthe nost
vul nerabl e groups. To enhance the effective inplenentation of the Convention,
the Conmittee suggests that the State party consider closer coordination with
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons at the policy-naking level; incorporating the
provi sions of the Convention directly into domestic |law, and further

strengt heni ng i nternational cooperation and assi stance, particularly for the
benefit of wvul nerabl e groups such as disabled children and chil dren needing
speci al protection.

11. Wth respect to the definition of the child, the Conmittee reconmends
that the State party consider an approach which is nore coherent and nore
closely reflects the general principles and the provisions of the Convention
In recognition of the spirit of article 38 of the Convention, steps mght be
taken to close the gap in the |aw which at present allows for the possibility
of conscripting children under the age of 18 into the arned forces. The
Conmittee suggests that the Governnment should reassess the effectiveness of
present regul ations regarding the exploitation of children in pornographic
materials. Further, the Governnent should not overl ook the problem of sexua
abuse within the famly. The Governnent nay al so wi sh to reassess the
advisability of permitting a child of seven years or older to accept |egal or
nmedi cal counseling w thout parental consent.

12. In regard to children in conflict with the law, the Committee suggests
that further consideration should be given to ensuring that children in
detention are separated fromadults, taking into account the best interests of
the child and alternatives to institutional care. 1In this connection, the
State party nmay wish to study the situation in those countries where
arrangenents for |iaison between juveniles and the police force have been
established. The Conmittee al so suggests that consideration be given to
providing alternatives to the incarceration of children under the Aliens Act
and that a public defence counsel be appointed for children in conflict with

t he I aw.

13. The Conmittee al so recommends that steps should be taken to nonitor nore
closely the situation of foreign children placed in adoptive famlies in
Sweden. The Conmittee enphasizes the inportance of nonitoring the situation
of foreign children and other vul nerable groups, and to this end, the
Conmittee requests that the next report of the State party include fuller
statistical and other indicators for these groups, including the incidence of
H V infection and AIDS. Recognizing that the ratification of other

i nternational human rights instrunments has a favourable influence on the
pronotion of the rights of the child, the State party m ght consider ratifying
the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the

Expl oitation of the Prostitution of Ohers.



