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Two years aftei· its foundation, t he Lao People's Democratic Republic h as riot 
yet promulgated a~y legislative measures . The count:cy's Constitution, too , i s 
still in the process of preparation. Accordingly , guided· by its o,·m nationa.l _and 
democratic l iberation struggle, it bases its practice on revolutionary ideology 
and the universally recognized principles 0 f human rights . 

1./ The initial and second periodic reports of the Lao People ' s Democratic 
Republic ,-,ere due on 24 March 1975 ru1tl 2.4 Ifarch 1977 respactively. In accordance 
t-rith the request of the Committee a t its s i xteenth session (A/32/18 , :paragraph '60 (b)), 
the present report constitutes the ini tia.l and second periodic reports submitted in 
one document . • 
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In following this co1.!rse, the Government o.ttachcn g-..ceat importance, 
inter alia, to the elimination .of rncial discrimination fa all its forms, . 
because it· is convinced that races ancl peoples can live - together in peace only 
if all States throughout the world recognize and apply the f1.mciamental 
principles of human rights according to which all human beings are born free 
and equal in dignity ruid rights and should act touarc1s each other in a. spirit 
of brotherhood. To hold each other in mutual esteem and respect, to complement 
each other in co- opera tion ;;,.:m1 to consolidate national unity in diversity : 
such is the policy folloued. by our party and our State . · This policy uas given 
pr actical effect by the magnificent victory of the Lao Revolution, uhich is 
striking evidence of the milita11t solid2.rity of all ethnic groups of the Lao 
people, for throughout the period of foreign domil12.tion all these groups rose 
as one againnt the invatfors. The task of national liberation has nov been 
accomplished c1nd this victory is undeniably ths result of c:in heroic contri bution 
by all Lao ethnic groups. L1 vie'.! of this militant solidarity, it is 
Ui"1thinkable that there could today be ·c1ny ideas or o.cts uhich might endanger 
the rights and dignity of the peop·le of the different ethnic groups. 

Thus, despite gr~r..t .ethnic .(1i~(::lrs.ity resulting from . .the existence of 
68 ethnic groups totalling one million inhabitants out of a total population 
of 3 , 400,000, no fon1 of rncial discrimina,tion has occl.!rred. The poly- e thnic 
Lao people, divided into three large groups of 1.mequal size (Lao Loum, 
Lao Theung, • Lao Sounts), has be en able, despite this cliversity, to maintain 
its unity around the Pe.rty and the Government . This homogeneity is largely 
attributable to the fact that no e th.YJ.ic group is 2.b211<l.oned or isole,tcd or 
compl etely turned il1 on itself. /.pa.rt froE1 the policy folloued , this mutual 
tmderstamlinc- results from the traditional wisdom of the various groups, 

• tthich manifests itself in mutual respect, · generosity, hospitality and m~tual 
nssisto.ncc. It consti t _utes one of the main factors of the noci.o- poli t ical 
integration of the different ethnic groups in the national society. 

Al though the various e th.riic groups maint2.in their 0\111 names , dialects 
emd cultures, there is no deep feeling of sepe.rate identity v;11m1g these 
peoples: They all feel th2.t they belong to one and the same nation. The 
success of this fr2.temal co-cxistenee results from the application of the 
policy of fair end equitable nation~l unity of the Party 011d the Goveinment 
of t he Lao People's Democr2.tic Republic, uhich guarantees equo.l political, 
economic, social and cultural rights to minority peoples, ,:ithout any 
clistil1ction uhatsoever. 

A Nationalities Ct;mwittee , with the renlc.of a Ministry, has even been 
entablished within the G6ve.rnment to give effect to this policy ruicl guarantee 
its success. Its main role is to r epresent the various e thnic groups, defend 
the legitimate intcrcsto of each of them and lrork to strengthen national 
tmity. L, the near future, regional services of this Committee uill be 
established at all adninistrative levels so as to enable permanent contact 
to be maintained with all ethnic groups, to identify ai1d solve their probl~ms 
and, more particularly, to show them that, even in the more di::;tant regions, 
they enjoy legal ruid administrative equality 2nd all social advantages. 
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The Government of the Lao Pcople;n Do~ocratic Republic thus attaches 
special importanc ~ to the unity of the mu 1.tinational Lao pe0:1le. History 
shows us the.t our enemies have ahrays te};:en c.dve.ntege of weelmess or discord 
among ethnic groups in order to interfere in the intemal affairs of our State . 
Thus, measures taken against e:ny attempt at racial discrimination and any 
incitement to d.istr1.1-st among etlmic groups trith the c1.im of endangering 
national unity concern matters of State security. They are , therefore, highly 
political. 

The Lao People's Democr&tic Republic finnly and consistently condemns eny 
practice of racial cUscrimil1c1.tio11 . It i s shameful to note that ideas of 
racial superiority and cliscriL'linatory practices agailwt cer't;ain groups of the 
population solely on grounds of their origin, race or the colour of their oki..'1 
should continue to exist in this dc.\Y and age. Lasting peace cc.n be founded 
only on peaceful and harmonious co- existence bet\1een various racial and 
ethnic groups based on mutual respect , democracy , eg_uality , tolerance ax1d ' 
frn.temity. • 




