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It will be'appreciated by the Committee that neu policy initiatives in this 
field are· not ,normally reguirod .at. regular intervals especially where existing 
measures continue to provide a solid basis for promoting the harmonious 
development of relations between the peopleo of diverse ethnic background which 
mal~e up our cosmopolitan society. The need for continuous vigilance ·in this 
area has been recognized at the highest political level in Trinidad and Tobago. 
In an address to a Special Party Convention of the People's National Movement 
(the ruling party) on 27 to 29 Novenber, 1970, entitled "PNM 1 s Perspectives in 
the World of the Seventies", the Political Leader, Dr, Eric Williams pointed out 
"that the experience of multiracial societies in the world in the past twelve 
years should warn us in Trinidad and Tobago as to the dangers of racial 
conflict, and should incline us to mal:e e'.'ery effort to avoj_d such dangers." 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago is resolutely opposed to the policies 
of racial segregation and a;artheid as practised by the Government of 
South Africa. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago does not honour travel 
documents, passports, etc. issued by tbe Government of South Africa, Hore 
recently the Government of Trinidad and Tobago has communicated to the 
Secretary.-General its intention to comply fully with the provisions of 
Security Council Resolution No. 418 (1977). The importation :from or exportation 
to South Africa of any products has for many years been prohibited under 
Trinidad and Tobago customs legislation. The Government of Trinidad·and Tobago 
continues to make a financial contribution to the United Nationo Trust Fund for 
South Africa as well as to the Trust Fund for Publicity against Apartheid, We 
bave also offered educational facilities at all levels, technical, vocational 
and University to members of the Liberation movements in Southern Africa and who 
are recommended to us by the Organization of African Unity. 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago does not sponsor, defend or support 
racial discrimination by any person or organizations. Insofar as sport is 
concerned, National teams that visit South Africa are not welcome in Trinidad 

1./ The present document contains the supplement to the second periodic 
report of Trinidad and Tobago reproduced in CERD/c/29 and Corr.l. 
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and Tobago. The Government of Trinidad and Tobago has stated that under no 

circumstances will visas be issued to South African players, nor will any 

competition to which South African players are invited be held in Trinidad and 

Tobago. Furthermore, sporting organizations in Trinidad and Tobago or members 

of those organizo.tions taking part in ~, sporting activitir_, s in South Africa 

or with racially selected South African teams v:ill be clenied official 

sponsorship and financial support, With respect to similarly organized -

cultural events, nationals wishing to participate in theni are- advised of 

Government's firm opposition to aparthcic1 and they receive no financial or 

other support from Government. 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago acknowledges the· undertaldng to 

prohibit and bring to ru1 end, 0y all appropriate me2.ns, including legislation 

as required by circumstances, racial discrimination by any persons, groups or 

organizations. The Trinidad and Tobago Bureau of Stnndards on 2 September, 1977 

published a Standard referred to as TTS 2120 500 Part I - 1977 under section 19(3) 

of the Standards Act 1972 relating to the sencral requirements for the contents 

of advertising in any medium or by any racans in Trinidad 2nd Tobaeo, Section 3.1.2 

thereof states that no sta ter.ient or visual re-pre sent a tion shall be used in 

adveTtising which is likely to offend a majority of consumers, or any ethnic or 

religious group in Trinidad and Tobagoi and Section 47.1 states that an 

advertisement offering employment shall not include sto,tements implying 

discrimination against any applicant on grounds of race, or favouring applicants 

of a particular race. These standards have been published as Government 

Hotice No. 188 supplement to the "Trinia_ad ancl Tobago Gazette" Vol.17, No.11 of 

12 January 1978. 

The Government of Trinidad and Tobago continues to adopt measures particularly 

in the fields of teaching, education, culture arid information with a view to 

combating prejudices which lead to racial discrimination: and to promoting 

understanding, tolerance and friendship among nations and racial or ethnic 

groups. All schools are encouraged to set aside special periods on the 

International Day for the elimination of Racial Discrimination through 

arrangements with the School Broadcasting Division of the M:L::1.istry of Education 

and Culture, for teachers to give e, ta1k on the significance of the Day and for 

the purpose of holding discussions ·with their pupils. The mass media are also 

invited to publicize the Day by means of editorials or articles on the subject. 

An effort is also made to have special religious services held around that time 

in all places of worship with sermons stressing the significance of the 

International Day for the Elimination of all forms of nacial Discrimination. 

In addition the Minister of External Affairs addresses the nation. Attached 

to this report is an address to the nation made on 18 i'farch 1976 by the then 

Minister of External .Affairs, Dr. the Honourable Cuthbert Joseph. 

In the area of culture, greater understanding is promoted among the people 

of Trinidad and Tobago by publications of the Division of Culture of the 

Ministry of Eaucatiori and Cul tu.re outlining some of the contributions made to 

contemporary Trinidad and·Tobago society by the different cultures that have 

settled in Trinidad and Tobago over the centuries. Sucb 11ublications deal with 

folk music painting, sculpture, theatre, and folk dances of African, Indian, 

French, Spanish and British origin. 

In the following paragraphs an attempt is made to provide the Committee 

with clarification on the several matters which bad been raise a_ when the 

initial report of Trinidad and Tobago was submitted in 1975. 
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I~irstly, ll:.1 • Pa:-ctsch of the Federal Republic of Gen1any (e.t page 6 of 

Doc. CERD/c/sn. 25L). oS 12 .Au(!l.1st, 2975) sought. to ascertain the provisions of 

sections 3, 4 nncl 5. of the Tri:q_ide.d n..r1cl Toba,cro Constitution of 1 62. It ,,ill be 

recalled tlmt section 2 of tho Constitution 1967 provided that "sub,iect to the 

provisions of se ~ions 3, L:., and 5 of the Constitution, no lrnr shall abrogate, 

2b::.
1 idge 01· infrj"''"'C , . o·,1;:,r 'Jf the rights 2-nd froedor:rn hereinbefore J.1 ecognized 

ena_ declared (e. g. tl1e r.:.eht to life, liberty, security of the person etc.) and 

in particular no Act of Pe.rlinrnent shull, for e:x2nple, authorize or effect the 

arbitrary de tcn-cion, ~prisoi1raent or exile of any person etc. 11 Sections 3, 4 
~-5 of the Constitution oi' 1962 accordinrly deal with: 

(i) Savinr. as to certain laws 

Sections 1 and 2 of this Constitution shall not apply in relation to 

any le.w tlle,t io in force in Trinidad and Tobago at the Commencement of 

this Constitution (S-3(1)). 

(ii) Acts uassed durinp a neriod of emer~ency 

An Act of Parliament that is passed during a period of public 

emergency and is expressly declared to have effect only during that 

period shall have effect-notwithstanding sections 1 and 2 of this 

Constitution, except insofar as its provisions may be sho,m not to be 

reasonably justifi2,ble for the DUrpose of dealing with the situation that 

exists during that period (Section- 4). 

(iii) Acts at variance with Cha ter I of the Constitution 

The reco nition and of Human ri hts and 

fundamental freedoms. 

An Act of Parliament to which this section applies may expressly 

declare that it shall have effect notHithstanding ;ections 1 and 2 of this 

Constitution and, if any such Act does so declare, it shall have effect 

accordingly ,xcept insofar as its provisions may be shown not to be 

reasonably ,iustifiable in 2, society that has a t1roper respect for the 

rights and freedoms of the individual (s 5 (1)). Such an Act of Parliament 

:ro gui.rn o .in addition an affirmative vote of. three-fifths of the members 

in both Houses of Parliament. 

Similar provisions are also contained in the constitution of the 

Republic of Trinidad and Tobago ( which superseded the 1962 constitution) 

which came into force on 1 August 1976, and are contained insections 5-13 

of the said Republican Constitution. Under the heading "Savings as to 

certain laws" (1962 constitution) now "Exceptions for existing Law" (The 

Republican constitution), note should be talren of Section 18 of the 

Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago Act, 1976 (No. 4 of 1976) 

· which provides as follows -

VALIDATION OF CERTAilT ENAC1NENTS 

"18. All enactments passed or made by any Parliament or Person of 

Authority under or by virtue of the former constitution and not before the 

appointed day declared by a competent court to be void by reason of any 

inconsistency with any provision of the former constitution including in 

particular sections 1 and 2 thereof and that are not repealed, lapsed, 

spent or that had not otherwise had their effect, · shall be deemed to have 

been validly passed or made and to have had full force and effect as part 

of the la,-, of Trinidad and Tobago immediately before the appointed day, even 

if any such enactments were inconsistent with any provision of the former 

constitution including in particular sections 1 and 2 thereof." 
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Secondly, Mr. Ortiz Hartin of Cocta Rica (Doc. CERD/C/SR. 254 of 

12 August 1975) asked .2.!l .... Yhat basis was divorce obtained by nersons who married 

under the Hindu Marriage Ordinance or the Muslim lfarria_g__e and Divorce . Ordinance. 

It would appear that persons who were married under the Hindu Marriage Ordinance 

are able to seek a divorce under the general law namely the Matrimonial 

Proceedings · and Prope:rty Act of 1971 wl1ich applies to the population Ett large. 

HoueJer .. the Muslim Harriage and Divorce Ordinance Wo. 7 of 1961 (Ordinances and 

subsidia:ry legislation of Trinidad and Tobago 1961) provides in Parts III and DJ 

thereof 'a separate divorce procedure. In short the Act provides for the 

appointment· by the lfaslim bodies in Trinidad Md Tobago of a panel of not less 

thruilhree and not more than five persons provided that at all times at least 

one Divorce Officer on each panel shall be a barrister or solicitor of at least 

three years standing. Either party to a marriage is at liberty to apply to the 

11uslim body to which he or she belongs for the dissolution or annulment of the 

marriage by filing the necessary application with the Secretary of that body. 

A copy of the application certified by the Secretary and notice of the time and 

place of the hearing is served by the Secretal'iJ on the spouse of the person 

making the application. Every such application shall be determined by a Council 

consistinr of three Divorce Officers, one of whom, who shall be a barrister or 

solicitor of at least three years standing, shall be the Chairman. The Council 

shall hear the applicant, and in contested suits the respondent, and such other 

evidence as either party may wish to adduce and shall clotermi.ne the application 

in accordance with the principles of Islamic lm1. The determination of the 

Council shall be final and conclusive between the parties. A copy of every 

application filed under these regulations and of the decision of the Council 

thereon shall be transmi ttGd by the Secretary to the Registrar General and to 

the Secretary of each of the other Councils. 

Thirdly, Mr. Tomko of Czechoslovakia had enquired as to the reasons for the 

small Carib population (Doc. CEiill/c/sR.254 of 12 Ausust at paee 7). At the time 

of the consideration of the initial report, the Trinidad and Tobago 

representative (Doc. CERD/c/sn.255 at page 3) had stated that the figure in the 

report referred in particular to the Carib Community in Arima which was the only 

place where a certain number of Caribs were concentrated. Many of them he 

furthermore pointed out, had been integrated into other Communities through 

marriage. On this question one should like to quote the opening sentences from 

.the Encyclopaedia Britannica Vol.22 (1967) -

11When Christopher Columbus discovered Trinidad in 1498, the island 

was ,Jell populated by various tribes of the Carib-Tamanaco group. 

Few survived the intervening centuries of Spanish occupation and frequent 

warfare ••••• 11 

The Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago in one of his earlier works entitled 

11The History of the Peoples of Trinidad and Tobago" points out that in Trinidad, 

Spanish colonization began with the enslavement direct or indirect, openly 

avowed or causistically concealed of the .Arnerindians and even of a slave trade 

in .Arnerindians. The .Amerindians who constituted the labour supply of the 

Spaniards became decimated by colonial exploitation. Some efforts ,.1ere also 

made at that time by prominent persons to protect the .Arnerindisns from the 

general maltreatment meted out to them. Wilfred Cartey in his book "The West 

Indies - Islands in the Sun" published by Thomas Nelson and Sons, Camden, 

New Jersey, points out that "before the coming of the Europeans, the islands had 

been peopled by Indian tribes, the Arawaks and the Caribs. 'We know, too, that 

their. lot was a tragic one; and now little :remains to remind us of the earliest 

settlers of these islands - cassava, some pottery and basketry, the pirogu.e 

(a small canoe in which they sailed from island to island) and two things that 

have constituted much to man's comfort and perhaps to his decay - the hammock and 

tobacco". In Trinidad, there are several Carib place names such as 

Chacachacare, Guayaguayare, Tamana, Arima, etc. 
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The CoJ:ITJittee thercfo~e appreciates that the Cnribs have either been assimila.tecl. or have become extinct over the centurioa. In 1797 out of a populc!,tion of 17,64.3 tlieTe were only 1,082 Amerindians. 

Fourthly, Hr. Tom1:o ( Czechoslovakia) 112,d also. sought information on 1-,hether marri.ap:e betueon a Hindu or Iioslorn and a nerson of 2nother faith w2.s invalid or even forbidclen. Such n. marria&e ,rac neither invalid nor forbiclden. under the laws of Trinidnd nnd Tob2.co. Because of t})o leg2.l rec;uirements that parties wishing to marry under the liuslim or Hindu Ordinances must profess the sane faith, such a m,lrriage uoulo h::we to tc:ke place under tbo general mo.rriage law (Chap. 29 No. 2 Lc1w.s of '.l.1rinid0-d 211d To 1Jago 1950). 

Fiftlll~r, Iir. NacDonalcl of C<IDnda (Doc. CERD/C/SR.254- of 12 August 1975) regue3ted inform:1tion (i) on vbether cases.connected with racial discrimination 11ad over come before the Courts or Adniinistrative Tribunals, and (ii) whether there GY.ists nny Human Rights Comnissions or agencies. There have been no• CD,se s before the Courts uhosc subject matter dealt ui th allegations of racial discrimination. Hi tb 1·eopoct to the existence_ of Human Rights Commissions or agencies in Trinidad and Tobago there has recently been formed a private non-governmental association called the Bureau on Human Rights. 

Sixthly, Mrs. 1farzazi of I1orocco (Doc. CERD/c/sn.254 of 12 August at page 10) .sought to ascertain the criteria for granting a licence to an alien vho acquired land under a will or an intest2,cy. The Provisions regarding the acquisition of land by an alien under a uill or an intestacy are contained in paragraph (b) of subsection (2) of section 3 of the viiens landholding ordinance, Chapter 21. N'o.3 which states as followr;: 

3 (1) Subject to the provioions of thiG ordinance, neither land in the Territory nor any share, debenture, nor other interest in a company nor a mortgage on land in the Terri torJ · shall, after the commencement of this ordinance, be held by, an unlicensed alien and any land or mortgage, or share, debenture, or other interest in a company so held shall be forfeited. 
(2) 

(A) 

Provided that: 

..... 
(B) Land acquired by an unlicensed alien under 2, will. or an intest2cy shall not be forfeited if, Hi thin one year from the death o:f the testator or intestate or within such e:rtended t;Lme, if e.ny, as the President may decide to be reasonable, the land is sold or tbe alien obtain3 a licence to hold the land; 

However, under section 4 of the Ordinance, 

"The President may, if he thinks fit~ grant to any alien a licence to bold lund as ovmer or tenant or mortgage for any estate or interest, either subject to conditions or not:" 

In the exercise of his functions under this ordirnmce the President is required to act in accorclance with tbe 2.dvice of tbe Cabinet or a Ninioter acting under the general authority of the Cabinet. It will be noted, therefore, that the exercise of the Pover conferred on the President under this section is regulated since He is required to act in accordance Hi th advice ac abovementioned. Since no guidelines arc sot out it \10uld appear that the grant or refusal of an application may 1Je discretionary in keeping Hi th the spirit and intendment of the ordinance namely the regulation of the holding of land by aliens 2nd companies under e,lien control. 
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Finally, several experts on this Cor:m1ittee were of the opim.on that the 
existing provisions of Trinidad and Tobago's legislation namely the Sedition 
Ordinance Chapter 4 Ho. 6 of the Lm-rn of Trinidad and Tobago (1950) as amend0d by 
the Sedition (Amendment) Act 1971 a_id not fully comply with the undertaldng in 
Article 4(b) of ti1e Convention. That pro'rision requires parties to the 
Convention to declare __ il~~eal_ _?,nd JJrOhibit organi_zations and alco ___ organized 
and all o-ther propaganda activities which :9romote and incite racial 
discrimination and to recognize participation in such organizations or 
activities as an offence punishable 'uy lm,. Pursuont to operative paragraph 2 
or Decision 3 (VII), A/COlO Chapter X, Section A, this Committee has requested 
the States parties, where no such specific legislation has been enacted to 
inform the Committee of the manner and the extent to ,1hich tho provisions of 
the existing penal laws as applied by the Courtc effectively implement their 
obligations under Article 4(a) and (;J). The provisions of the Sedition Ordinance 
Chapter 4 lfo,6 of the Laws of .Trinidad and Tobago as amended b;y the Sedition 
(Amendment) Act 1971 (Section III E of the initial report of Trinidad and Tobago) 
malrn it a criminal offence to preach racial or class hatred in Trinidad and 
Tobago. ·The Honourable Attorney General and Minister for Legal Affairs at the 
time of the second reading of a bill to amend the Sedition Ordinance on 
5 November 1971 said "I do not think that any responsible per;:;on in this 
multiracial society would be against any measures v1hich seek not only to remove 
but to banish from the face of society any trace or vestige of racial hatred". 
The law provides for both fines and imprisonment on summary conviction · 
(TT$1,500 and/or 2 years imprisonment) and on conviction on indictment 
(TT~no,ooo and/or imprisonment for five years). There are no a::rnociations in 
Trinidad and Tobago whose object iG to incite racial discrimination or acts of 
violence aeainst the inhabi fonts of Trinidad and Tobago distinguished by 
colour, race, ethnic origin etc. and it is unlikely that any such association 
could be incorporated under law. The local prohibition in the criminal lail 
againat engendering or promoting feelings of ill Hill towardo, hostility to or 
contem:9t for any class of inhabitants of Trinidad ancl Tobago as well as the 
prohibition against·advocating or promoting genocide uould in any event render 
totally ineffective any aasociation i-Jhich cought to promote or inci tc racial 
discrimination in Trinidad and Tobago. 1:oreover the Goverm1ent of Trinidad and 
Tobago enacted in 1977 (Act No.l of 1977) legislation iJhich would give effect 
in Trinidad and Tobago to the Uni tcd Nations Genocide Convention i.e. the 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of genocide approved 
by the General Assembly on the 9th day of December, 1948. That legislation 
provides that a person ,,ho commits any act falling within the definition of 
11 genocide" in Article II of the Genocide Convention is guilty of an offence and 
is liable on conviction on indictment -

(a) 

(b) 

to the same punishment as is provided for murder if the act committed 
uas the one specifiea in paragraph (a) of ths said Article II; or 

to imprisonment for fourteen years in any other case. 

Article II of the Genocide Convention, it will be recalled states that in 
the pre sent Convention genocide means any of the following acts committed with 
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious 
group, as such, by: 

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

killing members of the group; 

causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life c~lculated to 
bring about its physical destruction in -uhole or in parti 

imposing measures intended to prevent birtho within the group i 

forcibly transferring children of the grou~ to another group, 
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Tonorrou, r'ritlay, tllc p<"cnplc, n oi' L!12 Unit,')d lfo. tion::; uill commomorate · 1'1.tcrn~.honi'.l J);:,.y for the ~lin.i.iw. tion t)f naci:-,1 Diocrimin::>.. tion. This i.s a d2.y for reflection. F:• :·l·J('•Ulcl l\~flcct upoi"! tl10 nlirllt o:l· the neoploo of Southern Afric.: •.1110 ,--,_rl~ :.~tiJ.l o.,ui'fc1,i11c under t 11c ;rokc of raci2,l oppr2ssion - in Zinb.i..buc, in Ifonibin, <1rnl in f5outll Africa. Fe ::::hculcl reflect on the proercss □adc GQ ~o.r, llo th :i.liror:.cl .:uvl n. t home, tm-m:::clc tlw goal of T2.cial hart101w and r2.cial cgnali t.v. 

2. In 1960 on 21::;t Iiarch, si::t;y-nine r)laclc South Africo.no Here shot dm-m 11~en police 011cnc<1 fir(: on :,. croup o:C mon, Hoi;1en nnd children. 'l'hey uere unarmed. They had rat1v,rc~d in ncac0ful demonstration acainst tbe humiliating ~ 1mm of the apartheid c_\~'::.ton. Thi:-i trc:1 .. gic incident came to 1x: kno~m 2,::; the Sharpcvillc m;i,rir;:1.crc. It ~;bocked the con::.1cicncc; of mankind. It highlighted the ruthlcsGnc::,::; or r.:>.cial oppreooion. It i)roucl,t hone t11c lesson tbat a.parthe.id is a threat to no::i.cc. It lccl the Uniterl lfotions to demand that South Africa terminate fortl1t-1i tl1 i !;;:i policy of apartl1C)id. 

3. From its foundation in 1946, the Unite cl. N::i.tion,J has soucht an encl to racial discrimination. Thn United N2.tions Charter provider; for the l)romotion of human rights .:mcl fnndrunental freedom::, without didinction as to ro.ce, sex, laneuage or religion. In 19~8, the General Aonembly of the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Under this Declaration, all the nations of the world assune a permanent obligation and re::iponsibility for the protection of humrm rights and funclw,iental freedoms for a11. · 
4. Since Trinidad 21'ld Tobu.go became independent in 1962, the United Nations took many measures to fig~1t racinm and a:9arthcid, I. winh to highlight four of these measure::i arid to indicate very briefly the contribution of Trinidad and Tobago. 

5. First, in November 1962, the General Assembly created a Special Committee against Apartheid. The uork of thio Committee includes the following: 
(a) Keeping Soutb J\frica 1 s re,cial policies under constant review; 
(b) reporting to the General Assembly on South Africa's racial policies; ( c) making recommendations regarding publicity and diplomatic and economic pressures that shoulu lJG brought to bear against South Africa. 

For many yearn
1 Trinidad and Tobago 1 s representatives at tho United Nations have been active members of tbis Committee. 

6. The C',-cne1~a1 Assembly passed 2. number of re solutions against the ra:cist regimes in Southern Africa. Triniclacl and Toba€o, in implementing these rcrnolutions, has applied several measuren aeainst Southll.frica and Rhodesia. The co includG a total embargo on trade, and an official embarc:o Qn n.11 cultural relations, including sport. Vicas are not normall:r issued for South Africans ancl Rhodesians to visit Trinidad and Tobago. Government bas refused to give financial support to any group wishing to participate in cultural acti vi ties, including s:9oi-t, involving South Africa. 
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7. Second, in November 1963, the United N2.tiono adopted unanimously a 
Declaration on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination. In 
Article 1 of this Declaration the United Nations assert that "discrimination 
between human beings on grounds of race, colour or ethnic origin is an offence 
to human dignity"" Article 2 forbids sfatGs, . .institutions, groups or individuals 
from discriminatine in matters of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the 
treatment of persons, groups of persons or inotitutions on the grounds of race, 
colour or ethnic origin. On the basis of the principles set forth in the 
Declaration, the United Nations adopted in December, 1965, an international 
Convention on the elimination of all fonns of racial discrimination. Trinidad 
and Tobago signed the Convention in June 1967 and ratified it on November 3rd, 
1973. 

8. Under this Convention, Government recently reported to the United Nations 
on the measures that have been adopted within Trinidad and Tobago to promote 
racial harmony and racial equality. These measures include: 

(a) the protection of human rights enshrined in the Constitution; 

(b) · the provision of la.is against discrimination: for example, the 
Education Act makes it a criminal offence to refuse to admit any 
person to any public school on account of social · status, language, 
religion or race; 

(c) the creation of independent Commissions to select persons for 
employment in tbe Public Service, the Police Service, the Fire 
Service, the Prison Service and the Teaching Service; 

(d) the enactment of special laws for Hindu marriages as well as 
Huslim marriages and divorces~ 

( e) the declaration of public holidays to mark the main religious 
feotivals of the major religions; 

(f) the promotion of the Prime Minister's Best Village Competition, 
particularly in folklore, with i to racial and cultural admL-..::ture; and 

(g) the fostering of mnJ.ti-racial organizations nnd activities of an 
economic, political, social or cultural nature. 

9. The third United Nations measurn I wish to mention is the institution in 
December of 1973 of the Decade for Action to combat racism and racial 
discrimination. Government has responded to this call by offering to memb.ers 
of African liberation groups twenty scholarships annually at our educational 
institutions: e.g. Teachers' Training Colleges, the John Donaldson Technical 
Institute, the Eastern Caribbean Farm Institute. This offer is still being 
processed through the Organiza,tion of African Unity. In addition, Government 
has provided facilities for the education of members of liberation groups by 
contributing directly to the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa, and 
the United Nations High Commission for Refugees. Only today, Cabinet approved 
contributions to these funds for the year 1976. Cabinet also agreed to a 
grant towards the United Nations Trust Fund for publicity against Apartheid. 

10. The fourth and most recent United Nations measure to combat racism relates 
to the adoption by the General Assembly, in November, 1973, of the International 
Convention-on the suppression and punishment of the crime of Apartheid. This 
Convention declares that Apartheid is a crime· against humanity and that inhuman 
acts resulting from the policies and practices of apartheid constitute a serious 
threat to international peace and security~ The Convention deems an 
international crime apartheid and certain acts associated ·with it. Trinidad and 
Tobago signed the Convention in 1973. 
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11. This yc::i.r, 2.i, '7C ccle'ur~tc International Day for the climinn.tion of racial 
discrininntion, '.!2.r cloucls k:.nc lo•.i over Southern Afric2.. The oppressed 
peoplcn of Southorn Af1·ic:1. h~.ve :ci:::on. They c..re on th::: move. Peace-lovinl? 
ndionn ever~.'i,h0r0 h:1.vc 2. nor2.l o bligc.1.tion to increase the pre csurc on the 
Govcrmr.cnt~ of 0outh ,\fric~~ ::mcl of Rhode r;i2.. to clfrmantle ~ their minority 
racist nyDtcm. 'i'o ,lr!lccy i:J to invitL: crco.tcr bloodshed. The people of 
Trinid2.d Qnd 'i'ob2.co cm <1o no le c;;~ th2.n cx11rc ~r: soliclarity ui th the people G of 
Southern Afric<'-, ,~till. ~:ufforinc under the yo~-:c of :racial oppression. While we contimw the :-.t:n.1cck in the ·united lfo .. tion::: 2ml in other forur1s, it is our duty to nhmr 'uy uccd ~ml t)y c:,2npl,, our 'i.)c:lief in human t'i.ieni ty based on 1·n.cial 
equality. '": canno [; be too vigilant. Dnnc:-?r:..; loor.1 everyvhcrc regarcllens of 
iclcoloc~'• ibny n.rc tl:.c ,mbtk fo11ns of r2.cial cliscriminntion and domination, apartheid, and ')Vc:n r,mocidc. 

12. Thi::; ;vc::tr, a'.: uo co1;ll;le1:1or2,tc Intcrnntional D.::ty for the elimination of 
mcial diocrlninntion, uc n1·0 in the niclGt of thCl historic exercise of 
convcrtinc our country fron 2. Honarchy to n sovcrcicn democratic Republic. 
It is cratif~,rinc to us ([mcl I o.r.1 sure I echo the ocmtiments of an overwhelming majority of our citizens) that tlle nc11 Constitution makes ample provision for the safeguarcl o.nd :9rotection of fundamental human rights and freedoms, without 
discriminc1tion ;w to sex, colour, origin, religion or race. The multi-religious and r.ml ti-relicious and mul ti-r~cial character of our society imposes on each 
and every one of us the duty to work for a uorld befitting the words of our Hational Anthem: 

11 Here every creed nncl race find ru1 equ2.l ulace 11
• 

Goodnight. 




