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The neeting was called to order at 3 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Thailand (continued) (CRC/C/ 11/Add.13; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 78;
CRCCCQTHA/L;, witten replies by the Government of Thail and concerning the
list of issues)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the menbers of the del egation of
Thai l and took places at the Committee table.

2. Ms. KASHEMSANTA (Thailand) said that four regional neetings had been
held in Thailand, since its report had been drafted, at which the discussions
had been very fruitful and some very useful suggestions and questions had been
put forward. The main subjects of discussion had been the registration of
births, schooling for the children of poor parents, the role of the famly,
the treatment of citizens belonging to mnority groups and the translation of
t he Convention into | ocal |anguages. The Convention was to be translated into
a nunber of |ocal |anguages during the follow ng nonths, with the support of
the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), and a Braille version of the
Convention had al ready been produced.

3. M. MINTABHORN ( Thail and) enphasi zed the value of the four public

meeti ngs that had been held during the year, prior to the finalization of the
written replies to the list of issues, for both the participants and the | oca
and national authorities.

4. In reply to the question on training, Ms. KASHEMSANTA (Thail and) said
that such activities were carried out by governmental, non-governnental and

i nternati onal organizations. Several programes were supported by UN CEF and
the International Programme on the Elimnation of Child Labour (I1PEC)

Consi derabl e effort had been devoted to increasing awareness of the issue of
child labour. Journalists and | aw enforcenment personnel received training on
the subject. Further awareness-raising activities had been carried out by the
departnment responsible for community devel opment and by non-governnent a

organi zati ons (NG3s). Each year, a nmeeting on the rights of the child was
hel d at the Parlianment or seat of governnent in which some 500 children from
all over the country took part. The National Youth Bureau had organi zed
courses for people working with children and young people, and the Mnistry of
Educati on had carried out a survey anong school children on the extent of their
awar eness of the rights of the child. A conparative study had been nade of

t he Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Koran in order to pronote
those rights in Muslimcircles.

5. Ms. SUMNSATIT (Thailand) said that the information neetings held with
the participation of UNICEF and NGOs for teachers and Mnistry of Education
officials were intended not only to famliarize themnore fully with the
rights of the child but also to denonstrate to themthat they had the support
of the national and provincial authorities in their activities for children
both within and outside the school context. The Mnistry of Education took
into account the conments made by teachers during such neetings. Thailand had
over 600, 000 teachers and sone 16 million school children. The Tha
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authorities relied on the schools as an institution to ensure that the rights
of the child were inplemented in that context and in sensitizing teachers,
parents and pupils to children's rights in general

6. Al children had an equal right to education. Since the beginning of
the decade, the government authorities had made basic education for all their
objective. They had sought, inter alia, to extend obligatory schooling beyond

the existing nine years. 1In sone villages, for instance, steps were being
taken to enable children to move on to the first three years of secondary
school i ng upon conpletion of primary school. The nunber of boarding schools

to accommopdate children fromrenote areas or who would be unable to attend
school regularly if they lived with their famlies, was being increased.
Teachi ng establishnments had been set up, with social assistance, for
hill-tribe children. Such children could also enrol in one of the primry
school s adm ni stered by the border police.

7. A nunber of programmes had al so been introduced to assist the children
of poor families, providing themw th free mlk, school neals, uniforms or

t ext books. Five hundred primary and secondary boardi ng school s had achi eved
financi al autonony by engaging in income-generating projects so that the
children could earn a little noney and thereby encourage their parents to
allow themto attend school. Loans were also granted to pupils, particularly
girls, who wished to continue their studies beyond the obligatory m ni mum
period. The nunber of schol arships granted was increasing. The Mnistry of
Educati on had taken steps to ensure that, despite the economic crisis, the
rights of children were not jeopardized. The right to education was enbodi ed
in the new Constitution. The aimof providing education for all was being
pursued in partnership with NGOs and with the private sector. Meetings were
bei ng hel d throughout the country to dissem nate informati on and generate

di scussion on a new education bill that was being drafted. It was expected
that the bill would be submitted to the Ofice of the Prime Mnister by the
end of the year, after which it would be put to the vote in Parlianent.

8. Replying to a question on the status of the Convention, M. ROUJANOVONG
(Thail and) said that it could not be invoked before the courts but that it
served as a basis for legislative reformand for rendering the inplenmentation
of legislation nore effective. The new Constitution differed fromthe earlier
one in that it provided that deadlines for the application of |aws and
procedures for the inplementation of rights, with penalties for

non- conmpl i ance, should be defined by organi zational |aws. A nunber of bodies,
i ncluding the Human Ri ghts Commi ssion, the Constitutional Court, the onbudsman
and NGOs, were responsible for nonitoring and followi ng up the inplementation
of the laws. NGOs were parties to the legislative work, particularly within
the special conmittees of the House of Representatives. Follow ng the
adoption of the new Constitution, many | aws (sone 200) had to be anended or
put to the vote

9. Under the new Constitution and new | aws, children were better protected
agai nst prostitution and the traffic in children and wonen. A nmonitoring
commttee had been set up, one third of whose nmenbers were NGO
representatives, to ensure conpliance with the legal provisions. On the

subj ect of child I abour, the mnimum age for adm ssion to enpl oynent had been
raised from13 to 15 years. A law on the laundering of noney obtained from



CRC/ T/ SR. 494
page 4

sexual exploitation and drug trafficking was being drafted, as was a new | aw
on child welfare. Measures had al so been introduced to enable children who
had been the victins of violence to testify wi thout fear, out of sight of
their aggressors (involvenent of social workers, video recording, etc.). 1In
matters relating to the treatment of young offenders, the authorities
advocated a nultidisciplinary approach involving the police, psychol ogists,
soci al workers and other interested parties. The establishnent of juvenile
courts in regions where they did not exist was being hanpered by |ack of
resources; however, every effort was being made to ensure that the Convention
was inplenmented to the utnost extent permtted by the resources avail able.

10. Ms. CHUTIKUL said that some of the existing nechanisns for inplenmenting
the Convention had had their structures strengthened (such as the Nationa
Youth Bureau or the National Comm ssion on the Status of Wonen) while others
were being established. For exanple, a child protection unit was to be set up
within the Police Departnent where officers could be trained in such areas as
the questioning of children and investigation procedures. |In parallel wth
the official structure, groups acted unofficially along the same |ines, such
as the unofficial “Majestic” group (which took its name fromthe hotel where
it usually met) which had pronpted the review of the Code of Penal Procedure
in mtters relating to the questioning of children, or the groups dealing
respectively with witnesses under 15 years of age and the participation of
child witnesses in prelimnary investigations. |In addition, with outside
assistance, it had been possible to establish mechani snms such as, for

i nstance, the Ofice of Social Wl fare under the Bangkok Metropolitan

Admi nistration, to coordinate work in connection with violence agai nst wonen
and children, which was supported by UN CEF

11. In connection with the question of the national ombudsman for children
the Constitution provided for a House Committee, consisting of three persons
responsi bl e for dealing with conplaints regarding the country's
infrastructures (water, electricity, etc.), which dealt with the

adm ni stration on behalf of the general public. That body did not, however,
deal specifically with matters relating to children. There was a Nationa
Conmi ssion for human rights as a whole, and particular responsibility for

noni toring the inplenentation of the Convention would be assunmed by a
parliamentary conmmi ssioner for the rights of the child who was a nenber of the
Nati onal Commi ssi on.

12. Ms. KASHEMSANTA (Thailand) said that the Eighth National Econonmi c and
Soci al Devel opnent Pl an (1997-2001) focused on human rather than econom c
devel opnent. It concentrated on strengthening capacities and on the
participation of the population in the devel opnent process. The objective was
primarily to inprove the quality of existing services and to nake them
accessible to underprivileged groups. The National Child and Youth

Devel opnent Pl an had been drawn up in the context of the Eighth Plan, with the
obj ective of pronoting the devel opment of children's capacities, creating an
envi ronnent conducive to their blossom ng, strengthening the multipartite
system of admi nistration and managenent and ensuring that all children had an
equal opportunity for devel opment. Numerous projects were under consideration
in connection with the Plan, including the establishment of a child protection
centre. Broadly speaking, all were encouraged to participate, including
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students, NGOs, governnental organizations and volunteers who wi shed to becone
i nvol ved in protecting children; the National Youth Bureau urged themto work
together in order to achieve maxi num ef fecti veness.

13. Ms. PICH TKUL (Thail and) supported what Ms. Kashenmsanta had said
regarding the focus of the Eighth Plan, and drew attention to the fact that
the Constitution did indeed refer to the Convention; one of its objectives
enphasi zed the i nportance of respecting children's rights and, by permtting
themto devel op, satisfying their basic needs, while a second objective was
related to inmproving their environnent, particularly within the famly.

14. Ms. CHUTIKUL (Thail and) said that the National Youth Bureau anal ysed the
Eighth Plan in the Iight of the Convention and nonitored the attainment of the

objectives pursued. |In that connection, recognition should be given to the
consi derable effort nade by NGOs to inplenent the principles of the Convention
at the local level. On the subject of the reservations entered to articles 7

and 22 of the Convention, progress had been made in the matter of granting
nationality. For instance, the discrimnation inherent in not granting Tha
nationality to the child of a Thai nother and foreign father had been renoved
and, on several occasions, the Governnent had granted Thai nationality to a
nunber of foreign children Iiving on the national territory. However, on
account of the difficult economc situation, it was not currently possible to
grant Thai nationality to the children of illegal immgrants, a category which
i ncl uded di spl aced persons and asyl um seekers. They coul d, however, obtain a
birth certificate if they were born in Thailand. At all events, the State
party intended ultinmately to withdraw that reservation; the matter was under
study and the assistance of UNHCR in the nmatter woul d be wel cone.

15. M . GARNJANA- GOONCHORN ( Thai | and) said that the question of granting
Thai nationality to refugees was a sensitive one which called for a pragmatic
sol ution. Although public opinion had gradually become used to the idea of
granting such people Thai nationality, the political will to take the |ega
steps to do so did not yet exist.

16. Ms. CHUTIKUL (Thailand) said that, under the law, children without birth
certificates (nomads, displaced persons, etc.) were granted access to basic
services (education, health, etc.) largely through the involvenent of NGOs,
and that she had personally fought to keep that |law on the statute book
Replying to the question concerning corruption, she said that a nationa

commttee to combat corruption would shortly becone operational. The
conmittee, which would liaise with Parlianment while remaining independent,
woul d be responsible for conducting inquiries into all irregularities brought

to its attention. She enphasized the inportance of collaboration with other
institutions and particularly the involvenent of civil society, given the
preval ence of corruption. She enphasized her Government's determ nation to
deal with that plague.

17. M. ROUJANAVONG (Thailand) said that, while Thai |egislation inposed
stiff sentences on persons found guilty of corruption, the absence of a
nmoni t ori ng nechani smneant that it was not applied in practice. The new
Constitution provided that high-ranking office holders could be inpeached for
corruption on the vote of one third of the nenbers of Parlianent (or a
petition bearing 50,000 signatures). Many acts of corruption in the upper
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echelons of the civil service could be prevented if an i ndependent nonitoring
mechani sm were established. The nmedia, which was henceforth free, also had a
part to play in such matters.

18. Ms. MBO said that her question regarding corruption had referred to
ordinary civil servants. She wondered how honest and efficient they were,
given their low incone and the increase in the cost of living. It would also
be useful to know whet her steps had been taken to provide financial assistance
to NGOs defending the rights of the child. The Civil and Commercial Code
prohibited the filing of either civil or crimnal cases against parents, or
pat ernal and maternal grandparents. However, such action could be taken at
the request of the child or somebody close to himby the public prosecutor

Did such situations occur in practice?

19. The written reply to the question in paragraph 24 of the Iist of issues
provi ded informati on on the steps taken by the Ofice of Social Wl fare of the
Bangkok Metropolitan Adm nistration in cases of domestic viol ence agai nst
children but made no nmention of activities in other areas of the country. It
woul d be useful also to have further information on the draft Nationa
Onbudsman provided for by the new Constitution. She wel comed the fact that
only 10 per cent of adoptions in Thailand were international and said she
wonder ed whet her the steps that had been taken were sufficient to ensure that
em grant children were not sexually exploited. It would be hel pful to have
nore detailed information on the current situation in that area. She urged
the Governnent of Thailand to accede to the 1993 Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption.

20. M. KOOSOV said he had the inpression that different texts interpreted
the word “child” in different ways, which did not always correspond to the
sense enployed in the Constitution in which “a child neans every human bei ng
bel ow t he age of 18 years”. He recomended that the Governnment shoul d enpl oy
exclusively the definition contained in the Convention in drafting the new
Child Welfare and Protection Act and that children should be treated as
genui ne subjects of |law and not nerely as beneficiaries of social protection

21. Ms. PALME asked whether the Government of Thailand i ntended to raise
the age of crimnal liability fromits current |evel of seven years, and

whet her it intended to accede to |ILO Convention No. 138 concerning the m ninmum
age for adm ssion to enploynent. She |ikew se considered that the m ni mrum age
of marriage of 17 years not high enough and she was worri ed about the dangers
to which girls were exposed by the frequent practice of polygany in Thail and.
She was concerned that girls, were in practice, subjected to discrimnatory
treatment and asked whether effective nmeasures were being taken to conbat that
phenonenon. She hoped that the plan of action that had been adopted to conbat
sexual exploitation for comercial purposes had proved effective. Lastly,
rapi d urbani zati on had seem ngly created a high I evel of pollution and it
appeared that the managenent of waste, which was so harnful to pregnant wonen
and children, had not been organized.

22. Ms. OUEDRAOGO requested further information on the status of the
Convention in Thailand (dissem nation, translation, teaching of child rights).
It was desirable that a specific age should be established for the enrol ment
of children in primary school so as to preclude any inbal ance between rura
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and urban areas. What justification was given for early marriages and what
results had been achi eved by the numerous canpai gns that had been nmounted to
pronmote women's rights? She woul d wel cone nore conprehensive information on
the situation of hill-tribe children and on that of children who had been
abandoned. Lastly, she was concerned by the absence of followup in after
adopti on.

23. M. RABAH inquired about the situation of Muslimchildren where adoption
was concerned. He also wished to know at what age children could testify in
court and what mechani snms had been introduced for the protection of the
institutionalized children of parents who were separated or divorced and those
who had been born out of wedlock. He would welconme further information on the
work of | ocal NGOs dealing with children. Lastly, he w shed to know whet her
adm ni strative decisions were always taken on the basis of the best interests
of the child?

24, Ms. KARP congratulated the State party on its determ nation to conbat
corruption which was a cancer of denocracy. She asked whether it was proposed
to bring together all the legal texts relating to children within a single
code which would contain all the principles of the Convention. It was
particularly inmportant to enmbody in |egislation the explicit obligation on
judges and admi nistrative personnel to take the views of the children into
account in all procedures affecting themand to act in their best interests.
The disparities in the ages set down in defining the child and the adol escent
must be renoved, thereby facilitating the collection of data on the situation
of children and on the effective inplenentation of their rights. In that
connection, she welcomed the information contained in the witten replies to
the effect that Thail and was drawi ng up new indicators that conplied with the
Convention and that it planned to establish a single unit specifically for the
pur pose of gathering data in that sphere. It would be interesting to know
whet her the planned system would be relevant to all articles of the Convention
and whether it was deened necessary to seek outside technical assistance,
fromthe Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights, for instance.

She wondered why the age of crimnal liability was so | ow when chil dren
between 7 and 14 years of age could not be convicted on a crimnal charge.

Wy not establish an alternative to the general penal system specifically for
children? Since young children could not be considered to be real crimnals,
it would be easy to establish such a system which would protect themfromthe
stigmatization attached to the crimnal justice system It was also
surprising that children were protected by the special justice systemfor
mnors only up to 17 years of age. The spirit of the Convention required that
all children under 18 years of age should be protected by a special pena
procedure system It appeared that children could readily consult a doctor

Wi t hout the consent of their parents, but it was not clear whether they were
really informed of that right and of the services available to them Could
adol escents seek consultation on sexual matters wi thout their parents being
informed? Wth regard to early marriage, she asked whet her judges were
required to ascertain the maturity of the future bride and whether they were
able to resist the pressures of tradition and from parents and consi der solely
the best interests of the child. Wth regard to discrimnation, it was not
apparent whether all poor children had access to free boarding schools or free
secondary education. Moreover, a degree of discrimnation appeared to exi st
agai nst children born out of wedlock within a section of the population. Wre
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the recomrendati ons nentioned in the report being inplenmented? Discrimnation
al so appeared to exist between children who lived in a region where there was
a famly court and those who lived in regions where no such court existed. In
the latter case, children were treated as adults. Until such tine as
appropriate courts could be established throughout the country, would it not
be possible to instruct ordinary courts not to treat young people as adults?
Such children suffered an injustice sinmply because the Government had failed
to fulfil its obligations in their regard. The attitude of parents, teachers
and institutions in connection with corporal punishnment, which was stil

wi despread, m ght be changed by | aunching a public canpaign. Corpora

puni shment shoul d be explicitly prohibited by law in order to meke the
authorities and the general public realize that it constituted an affront to
the human dignity of the child and violated the provisions of the Convention
Unl ess such | egislation was introduced; no progress could be nade in that

area. Mre information was needed on the infrastructures and human resources
avail able for inplementing the very good | egislation that was bei ng pl anned,
for instance, regarding the amendment of the rules of evidence and in regard
to the protection of children in court and during investigations. A nenber of
the del egation had stated that a great deal could be achieved w thout
budgetary resources. In fact, however, it was difficult to see how the needs
of particular categories, for instance children with special needs, could be
met without the necessary funding. Legislation should explicitly state the
obligation to provide any child involved in judicial or admnistrative
proceedi ngs, with an opportunity to be heard and shoul d establish the
corresponding infrastructures. The number of divorces appeared to be steadily
i ncreasi ng. When couples divorced on friendly terms, in which case a judge
was not required to intervene, she wished to know what provisions existed to
ensure that the best interests of the child were taken into account. Were an
adequat e budget and staff assured for the child protection body that was to be
est abl i shed?

25. Ms. MXHUANE said she thought that, to inprove the access of

adol escents to soci o-psychol ogi cal consultation services, it would be usefu
to set up health units in the schools where they could tal k about their

probl ems unbeknown to their parents. She had been rather concerned to note
fromthe report that, anpng the many neasures introduced to encourage the
enrol ment and retention of children in school, was one giving parents the
material incentive of extra famly inconme. That was not, she thought, a good
i dea; a child should be regarded for what he was and not as a source of
material gratification. Being a parent involved certain responsibilities and
certain hazards, which it was inappropriate that the State shoul d assune.
Encouragi ng parents to have lots of children on the assunption that the State
woul d | ook after them was an unhealthy attitude. What guarantees were there
that the best interests of the child would be a prime consideration in the
school, the court and the famly?

26. Ms. PALME said she wished to know whet her Thail and was prepared to

sign the 1993 Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in
Respect of Intercountry Adoption. She wondered why Thai children did not
usually join clubs or associations. She endorsed Ms. Karp's coments with
regard to corporal punishment. She congratulated the State party on the rapid
reduction in the infant nortality rate, largely as a result of vaccination

It appeared, however, that nore could be done to integrate disabled children
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into ordinary schools and to combat traditions and prejudices in that area.

In connection with what Ms. Mkhuane had just said, she commented that the
rel ati onship between the welfare State and a high birth rate was not confirned
in her owmn country where the birth rate was abnormally | ow despite a highly
devel oped social security system

27. Ms. KARP said she noted that the reply given by the delegation in
connection with the reservations to articles 7 and 22 of the Convention

was the same as that contained in the report and in the witten replies.

Thail and had ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
subsequent to the Convention but, despite the fact that the Covenant contai ned
sim lar provisions, Thailand had entered no reservations in its regard. She

t hought therefore that, in the spirit of the Vienna Declaration and Programe
of Action, Thailand should abide by the latter attitude and withdraw its
reservations to the Convention. The question of refugees and of the
definition of refugees was separate fromthat of granting nationality. 1In the
spirit of the Convention, stateless children should automatically be granted a
nationality. It would be much easier for the Thai Governnent to reappraise
its reservations if it did not link that issue with the refugee question

28. M. KOOSOV said that the reply to the second paragraph of the Iist of

i ssues stated that the Thai Constitution of 1997 guaranteed a broad range of
rights, liberty and equality to every Thai citizen. The Convention, however,
applied to all children under the jurisdiction of the State party. How could
Thai | and prove, then, that non-nationals enjoyed the same civil rights and
freedons as nationals? He agreed with Ms. Karp that the status of refugees
and the question of nationality were two separate issues. The inportant thing
was that every newborn infant should have a nationality. The Governnent
shoul d consider introducing |egislation to renove the statel essness of
children of non-Thai and stateless origin

29. Ms. PALME asked the young peopl e acconpanying the del egation if and how
t hey had been informed about HI V/ Al DS

30. Ms. MBO also addressed the young nmenbers of the del egation to enquire
about their reaction to the wave of pornography flooding the media and asked
whet her they felt they needed protection against that phenomenon or whet her
they thought that they were already protected. She also w shed to know

whet her the Governnment of Thail and was concerned about the breakdown of famly
life, leading to an increase in the nunber of children born out of wedl ock and
in the nunber of wonen raising their children alone. Didit intend to
continue the previous canpaigns to strengthen the famly?

31. M. RABAH asked the young nenbers of the del egati on how they spent their
spare tinme, whether they watched tel evision or played conputer ganes, for
exanpl e, and who took part with themin their |eisure activities.

32. Ms. PALME was concerned about what becane of children who were
separated fromtheir parents, for instance, when the latter were inprisoned.
It appeared that no possibility existed for such children to see their
parents, and that was contrary to the Convention

The neeting rose at 5.55 p.m




