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The neeting was called to order at 10 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of the Libyan Arab Jammhiriya (CRC/ C/ 28/ Add. 6;
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 77; CRC/ C/ Q LI BYA/ 1) (continued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Quateen, M. Rahil
M. Mhsin, Ms. El Shelli, M. Al Awad and M. Orar (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)
took places at the Conmittee table.

2. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya), replying to questions asked by
menbers of the Conmittee at the previous neetings, said that it was the
responsibility of the parents to regulate their children's right to privacy,
with due regard to their best interests. Those interests did not necessarily
coincide with the child' s owmn wi shes, particularly in early childhood, when he
or she was lacking in judgenent. Even older children still needed gui dance,
protection, and, occasionally, correction. Consequently, he could not assert
t hat Libyan children were automatically granted conplete privacy in their
early years. Their privacy was respected, but it had to be subject to sonme
restrictions.

3. Expectant working nothers were granted three nonths' maternity | eave on
full pay before confinement. Thereafter, they were entitled to one hour's
free time each norning and each afternoon in order to breastfeed their
chi | dren.

4, Under Libyan legislation, it was the responsibility of both parents to
guarantee the children's right to education. Article 62 of the Act regul ating
marri age and divorce specifically referred to the need to ensure children's
protection and education frombirth until the age of reason, in the case of
boys, and until marriage, in the case of girls - a responsibility that was
shared throughout the parents' married |life. It further provided that, if the
parents separated, responsibility devol ved on the nother or, if she were
absent or incapable, on the naternal grandmother, the father, the paterna
grandnot her, or another female nenber of the famly, in that order. |If the
nmot her | eft home for any reason, protection of the children renai ned her
responsibility unless and until, in their best interests, a court decided

ot herwi se.

5. On the vexed question of polygany, the Koran referred to the possibility
of a man having two, three or four w ves, but exhorted himto content hinself
with one wife unless he was sure that he could be fair in his treatnment of
nmore than one, cautioning himthat it was unlikely that he would be able to
deal fairly or justly with several w ves. Polygany, which was exceptional
was nentioned in the Koran in order to deal with certain social conditions
that occasionally prevailed in society. For instance, if a woman suffering
froma chronic illness was unable to fulfil her conjugal duties, the question
arose whether it was better for the husband to divorce her and cast her out
into the street, or to remarry whil e keeping her under his roof, thereby
securing her dignity and protection
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6. The sane question arose where the husband and wife | oved one another and
wanted children, but where it had been nedically established that she was
unable to procreate. Again, in Islamc society, as perhaps in al

nonot hei stic societies, sexual relations outside marriage were conpletely
forbidden. Thus pol ygany - an exceptional situation affecting perhaps 1 per
cent of marriages - could be seen as a way of preventing and regul ati ng noral
deviations in society.

7. Pol ygamy could also be justified as a neans of redressing denographic

i mbal ances resulting fromthe decimtion of the male population in tinme of
war. It appeared that a bill proposing the |egalization of polygany had been
debated - though subsequently rejected as inconmpatible with Christian norals -
by the German Bundestag in the wake of the Second World War. In short,

pol ygamy was not the general rule, and in no way restricted the rights of
women.

8. M. KOOSOV asked whether, nmutatis mutandis, the same arguments were
adduced in justification of polyandry.

9. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamehiriya) said that wonen had full rights
under Islamc |law, and could divorce their husbands and remarry, in order to
procreate or for any other valid reason

10. M. AL AWAD (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) said that, in accordance with the
Shari ah, Libyan |egislation authorized polygany, but only in certain
exceptional circunmstances, for the good of society or to safeguard the health

of the man or the woman. It also required the witten consent of the wife
thereto. Not unconmonly it was the woman who asked her husband to take
another wife in addition to herself. 1In the course of his academ c research

he had noted that, in response to sociol ogical, econom c and nedi cal changes,
t he incidence of polyganmy had declined dramatically. Nonethel ess, Libyan

| egislation was in conformity with the Shariah, and pol ygany was thus
permtted.

11. In response to a question concerning the assistance available to victins
of rape, he said that rape was an extrenely rare phenonmenon in the Jamahiriya,
because of the social controls applied. Were such cases arose, the offender
coul d choose between marrying the victimor being sentenced to up to 25 years
i mprisonnment in accordance with Libyan law. As for the victim her state
woul d be diagnosed in a clinic and, if necessary, she would receive
psychiatric treatnent. Alternatively, she could receive assistance from cl ose
relations, if they were willing to provide it.

12. If the victimhad no famly or there were other obstacles to dealing
with the situation in that way, she would be taken to a centre where, with
ot her women, she woul d receive educati on and professional training. |In such

cases, it was usually possible to find a husband for her, and she was able to
marry, with material assistance fromthe State. Such cases were highly

probl ematic and, as a progressive State, the Jamahiriya would be pleased to

l earn from other countries' experience in that regard.

13. M. MOHSIN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that incest and rape were
virtual ly non-existent in Libyan society. Nonetheless, the |aw provided for
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fines or custodial penalties for such offences. At the preventive level, the
psychol ogy departnents of the universities provided social workers - usually
young wonen - with training in the nbst up-to-date techni ques for the
treatment of victins.

14. On donestic violence, he said that difficulties often arose in
under st andi ng the concept of domestic violence as referred to in internationa
i nstruments. Was such violence purely physical, or could it also be
psychol ogi cal violence of the sort that arose in unhappy famlies? In any
case, studies were being conducted to determ ne the extent of such viol ence,
its causes and the fornms it took

15. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya), replying to a question concerning
mal nutrition, said that, until the inposition of sanctions through the

United Nations five years previously, Libyan children had enjoyed a high
standard of living, nutrition and health care. Sanctions had inevitably had a
negati ve impact on their access to nutrition, nedication, vaccines and
teaching materials. The econom ¢ enbargo and sanctions al so hanpered a proper
anal ysis of the situation regarding AIDS. As for the question concerning
anmput ati ons, no such cases had occurred in the Jamahiriya.

16. M. RAH L (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the study undertaken by the
Arab CGovernnents in cooperation with, inter alia, the Wrld Health

Organi zation (WHO) and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF) had shown
that mal nutrition had decreased over the previous 10 years, and also in
conmpari son w th nei ghbouring Arabic-speaking countries. The malnutrition rate
stood at 4.7 per cent, and there was little variation between rural and urban
areas. There were several reasons for the decrease in malnutrition: in the
first place, the Jamahiriya was applying all the provisions of the 1974

Uni versal Declaration on the Eradiction of Hunger and Mal nutrition. Secondly,
the Governnent had undertaken a programme of malnutrition education in the
schools. Incidentally, although Libyan famly incones were relatively high
the rich ate badly froma nutritional standpoint and the poor ate nuch better
Thirdly, the Governnent had increased the nunber of nother and child health
care centres, and achi eved a decrease in the incidence of diarrhoeal diseases.
The study al so stressed the inportance of breastfeeding; in Libya, infant
formula was fed to newborns only in exceptional cases.

17. The principal source of AIDS was sexual relations. Libya, however, was
a Muslimsociety, which abided by the traditions of the Shariah, including
abstention fromextramarital sexual relations. All Libyans were Muslinms. In

fact, the foreign workers in Libya, fromsuch countries as Chad, N ger, Mli
Paki stan and the Philippines, were also Muslins. Mislimhusbands did not
commt adultery.

18. When his Governnment had | earned of the existence of AIDS, it had set up
at Tripoli, the International AIDS Centre, which was nmanaged by a joint
British and French conmi ssion, and which served the whole of Africa. Although
the Centre had treated sonme 80 cases, no cases of AIDS had been detected anong
Li byan nationals. All foreigners working legally in Libya were subject to
medi cal exam nations; it was difficult, however, to conduct nedical tests on
illegal workers. Incidentally, a French conmpany had supplied an
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Al DS- cont am nat ed vacci nation serumto Libya in 1993; the Governnent had
| odged a protest with WHO and with the conmpany concerned, and was conti nui ng
to pursue its conplaint.

19. Menti on had been nade of the Lockerbie case. 1In the view of his

del egation, the Comrittee was not the proper forumto air matters of a
political nature. Furthernore, the United States of America and

Uni ted Ki ngdom were well aware that his Governnent had played no role in that
incident. Two Libyan nationals had, in Malta, checked a suitcase on to a

Pan Anerican Airways flight to Frankfurt, which had subsequently bl own up over
Lockerbie. There was no connection between that suitcase and his Government.

20. Sancti ons had been established agai nst the Jamahiriya which were stil

in effect years after the fact. The country had lost its airlinks and, as a
result, there were delays in the arrival of mlk and nedical supplies,

i ncluding serum In 1991, according to WHO figures, vaccination coverage in
the Jamahiriya had been 95 per cent, but the coverage had subsequently fallen
to 50 per cent. Furthernore, Libyan patients sonetinmes required treatnent
that Li byan nedi cal services were unequi pped to provide, and the Government
was obliged to request perm ssion fromUnited Nations Headquarters in New York
to transport themby air to Italy or Switzerland; the patients someti mes died
before the perm ssion was granted.

21. His country's Mnistry of Health had recently requested the

Security Council and the Secretary-Ceneral to allowit to carry nedicines and
seruns by air, and to increase the nunmber of countries which could provide
medi cal treatnent to Libyan nationals. In the view of his Governnent,

enbar goes shoul d not be conducted which had di sastrous consequences on the
health of a whole people. An entire people had been puni shed on account of
one suitcase.

22. Ms. EL SHELLI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that wonen had equal access
to social services and social protection neasures. The Prophet had said that
all persons were responsible for one another. The notion of equality arose
fromthat principle. Fanmlies had formerly been proud to produce many
children who could work the fields or engage in trade. Patterns of life had
changed, and couples tended to plan the size of their famlies and to use
contraceptives. The Governnment did not conpel fanmilies to have a certain
nunber of children; famlies could make that choice freely, according to their
own convictions and desires. Mdern famlies averaged 3 to 5 children, as
against the traditional 8 to 14.

23. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) said that |egislation enacted
in 1991 had defined a disabled person as one who suffered froma condition
whi ch prevented himfromworking and living a normal life in society, a
condition that could be either hereditary or acquired. There were five
classifications of disabled persons: first, nmentally retarded persons, or

t hose whose nental condition prevented themfromleading a normal |ife;
secondl y, persons suffering from sensory disabilities, such as blindness or
partial blindness, which prevented themfromleading a normal life, even if

they were able to work; thirdly, persons suffering froma physical disability,
such as the paralysis of a linb; fourthly, persons suffering from di seases
that prevented them fromworking; and fifthly, persons with a pernmanent
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disability affecting any part of the body. All five categories were granted
housi ng, hone care, education, medical care, nedical equipment and
rehabilitation, and were exenpt fromthe paynent of taxes. Disabled persons
al so benefited froma 50 per cent reduction in the cost of public
transportation.

24. Ms. EL SHELLI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that programnmes for the

di sabl ed included research in the areas of detection, prevention and care. A
fund had been established to nonitor cases of disability, and to provide for
the rehabilitation of disabled persons. Specialized treatnent centres had
been established not only in the cities, but also in small towns, villages and
rural areas. Proposals had been made to hold nedi cal exam nations of couples
before marriage, so as to detect possible predispositions.

25. M. MOHSIN (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) said that a distinction was made

bet ween mental and physical disabilities, and that the two categories
benefited fromdifferent treatnment centres and programes. Furthernore, the
mental |y di sabl ed were broken down into two groups, on the basis of
intelligence tests, and the | atest pedagogi cal nmethods were enployed to remedy
| ear ni ng probl ens.

26. The CHAI RPERSON invited questions and comments from nenbers of the
Conmittee on education, leisure and cultural activities (articles 28, 29
and 31) and special protection neasures (articles 22, 30 and 32 to 40).

27. Ms. MBO asked whether the del egation could provide data on chronic

mal nutrition or "stunting" which, according to the figures she had received,
affected 15.1 per cent of all children under five years of age; the figure for
mal e children was 16.5 per cent and that for children in rural areas

18.1 per cent.

28. If the country was really entirely free of cases of H V/ AIDS, the
Jamahiriya was to be congratul ated. That situation could not, however, be
attributed to Islam since nenbers of many good Muslimfanilies throughout the
worl d had contracted the di sease not just through sexual intercourse but

t hrough drug abuse. It was very inportant that CGovernments shoul d not deny

t he existence of H V/AIDS for religious reasons.

29. She regretted that no data on adol escent health had been provided at a
time when children in the 11 to 18 age group were increasingly exposed to

heal th hazards as a result of urbanization, globalization, enploynent of both
parents outside the honme and the increasing amount of noney in circulation
Probl ems such as teenage pregnancy, abortion, suicide, accidents, and drug and
subst ance abuse were on the increase everywhere. Ws there any provision for
nmonitoring the state of health of adol escents in the Jamahiriya?

30. M. AL AWAD (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) said that a social policy designed
specifically for adol escents was pursued by the Mnistry of Youth and Sport,
the Mnistry of Education and Scientific Research and the Mnistry of Culture
in schools, youth clubs and other bodies. Those ministries also undertook
joint preventive action based on scientific studies of, for exanple, suicide,
vi ol ence and drug abuse and proposed renedi es either by adopting new teaching
policies or anending the existing ones. During the sunmer nonths, progranmes
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wer e organi zed to keep young peopl e occupi ed, such as sunmer canps, sporting
events and scouting activities. A global review of the social situation of
chil dren, adol escents and wonen was planned in the context of current studies
on the devel opnent of human resources and capacities which were being
conducted in conjunction with the United Nations Devel opment Programme (UNDP)
and UNI CEF. Existing progranmes would be anmended in the |ight of the

fi ndi ngs.

31. Ms. PALME said she failed to understand how a rape victimcould accept
the idea of marrying the perpetrator as a solution to the problem

32. The CHAI RPERSON asked whet her there was any provision for treatment of
young boys who had been traunmati zed by honpsexual contacts with ol der men.

33. Ms. MXHUANE asked whether there were any figures indicating trends in
t he nunber of abortions conducted legally for nedical reasons. How was
pregnancy regul ated and were there any perceptible upward or downward trends
in the use of contraceptives? The suicide statistics covered only the years
up to 1992 and she would like to see nore recent statistics regarding cases of
sui ci de and para-suicide. Mre detailed information regarding trends in the
nunber of underdevel oped children in the first year of life and, nore
generally, in the O to 10 age group would al so be wel cone and, with regard to
mat ernal health, she wished to know whether there was a programme for

moni toring the nunber of conpul sory nedical visits for wonmen prior to
confinenent and after giving birth.

34. Ms. KARP asked whet her the Libyan definition of rape and domestic

vi ol ence included rape within marriage and, if so, whether the | aw was
enforced in that context. She drew attention to the possible inpact of
donestic violence on the children who witnessed it in the hone and suffered
al ongside the victins. Did the existing services cater for children's needs
arising fromindirect violence inflicted on one of the parents?

35. It appeared that research on sexual abuse within the famly was being
conducted and she would like to hear what the findings were. WAs there a ban
on the publication of the nanes of victins of rape or child sexual abuse? For
various reasons, particularly the double victimzation of fenale rape victins,
it was inmportant to ensure that victinms could cone forward wi thout fear of
publicity.

36. Were the manpower and funds avail able for progranmes on behal f of the
di sabl ed sufficient to cover all needs or did sonme children have to wait for
| ong periods before receiving care?

37. How many children were currently in pre-trial detention or in prison?
What ki nds of offences were they usually charged with and what was the term of
i mprisonnment for the offences concerned? Were there any alternatives to

cust odi al puni shnment for young of fenders? Although children under the age of
14 years were not crinmnally responsible, it wuld seemthat the courts could
t ake non-penal action agai nst delinquents. How could such children defend

t hemsel ves agai nst, for exanple, being sent to an institution w thout due

| egal process?
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38. Ms. OQUEDRAOGO, noting that education was conpul sory and free of charge
asked whet her registration and textbooks were also free and whet her poor
famlies received any form of assistance. Wat neasures were taken to inform
peopl e, especially in renote areas, of the conpul sory nature of education and
to monitor conpliance with the law? She requested statistics on repetition
rates, the university enrolnment rate and the literacy rate. How did the
Gover nment address the probl em of youth enploynment, especially in the case of
school | eavers?

39. She wel coned the Libyan progranme for the assistance of children in
energency circunstances, but would like to know what provision was nmade for
children from Bosni a and Herzegovi na, Sonmlia, Sudan and Lebanon. Was there a
speci al progranme or were they catered for under the general social welfare
scheme? What was the situation in respect of their famlies?

40. Ms. PALME asked what the Jamahiriya's position was regarding the
various international instrunments concerning refugees, in particular the
1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol
the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Statel ess Persons and

the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statel essness.

41. A Li byan del egati on had attended the 1996 Wrld Congress agai nst
Conmer ci al Sexual Exploitation of Children at which a holistic perspective on
article 34 of the Convention had been di scussed and a Decl aration and Agenda
for Action had been adopted. She would |ike to know how work was proceedi ng
on a Libyan national plan of action.

42. Ms. MXHUANE asked what the reasons were for the 10 per cent drop-out
rate from Li byan schools. Were there scholarships to enable children over the
age of 15 years to continue their studies after the period of conpul sory
education? She al so wondered whether it was conmon for parents to engage in
play with children and would Iike to hear about typical fam |y ganes involving
parents and chil dren

43. Ms. MBO inquired about children working in hazardous situations that
could be detrinmental to their devel opnment. She noted that the Libyan Labour
Code prohibited certain categories of enploynment for children but rmade an
exception in the case of fam |y undertakings and sone types of agricultura
wor k, al though enpl oynent in such circunstances could al so prove hazardous.
Was there any way of nonitoring those situations and protecting the child?

44, The CHAI RPERSON asked about attitudes in the Janahiriya to the inclusion
of females in the teaching profession. Was it possible for fermales to teach
mal e students and vice versa?

45. Referring to paragraph 140 of the report, she noted that the State had a
duty to assist individuals, regardless of their religious belief or politica
affiliation, in exercising their right to education. As a nmenber of the

del egation had stated that Islamwas the only religion in the country, she
wondered how the right of a person with different religious beliefs could be
accomodated in practical ternmns.
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46. In the light of the denunciation of donmestic service in paragraph 160 of
the report as a formof exploitation or even slavery, she asked whether it was
true that a nunber of foreigners were enployed in donmestic service in the
Jamahiriya?

47. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the human enbryo enjoyed
aright to life under Libyan law fromthe nonment of conception and that
abortion was therefore a crine. The only exception was where the pregnancy,
if carried to term presented a serious threat to the Iife of the npother.

48. M. RAH L (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) mentioned the case of a woman with

i schaem ¢ heart disease for whom an abortion had been performed. As she had
had a triple Caesarean section, it was actually illegal for her to carry

anot her pregnancy to term In such cases, the polyclinic urged a couple not
to have another child but its advice was not always followed. Abortions were
al so perfornmed in cases of infectious disease or early detection of

mal f or mati on.

49. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) said that sexually devi ant
behavi our was viewed as both religiously and I egally punishable in the
Jamahiriya. Oficially and socially, therefore, it did not exist. The
Islamic religion and Libyan |aw vi ewed such behavi our not as a matter of
i ndi vidual freedom but as a serious social concern

50. Not all cases of rape necessarily resulted in a forced marriage. The

i mportant thing was that the guilty party should be punished severely. The
judge had to take the circunstances into account and ascertai n whether, for
instance, a nmarriage would constitute a form of punishment of the victim If
he was convinced that the circunstances warranted narriage, the rapi st was
forced to accede. O herwi se he was sentenced to a term of inprisonnent.

51. M. AL AWAD (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya), commenting on child protection
said that children received nedical attention in centres attached to hospitals
and clinics and psychol ogi cal and social counselling fromofficers at school
Studies to assess the inplenentation of the programre for protection of
children were carried out by the Mnistry of Education in cooperation with the
uni versities and intergovernnmental organizations. |In 1993, a Comm ssion on
Yout h Probl ens had assessed the situation and changes had subsequently been
made to the system

52. G obalization had given rise to a nunber of social transformations. The
wor |l d had, indeed, becone an interdependent place, but there was still room
for social diversity. Gobalization should not constitute a threat to a
country’'s religious and cul tural val ues.

53. As a social scientist, he was aware that rape within marriage did occur
Human bei ngs were not angels and it was thus not inpossible in any society.
In the Jamahiriya, however, the prevailing religious and cultural values were

such as to prevent such situations fromarising. |If a woman - or a man - were
to complain of a spouse’s neglect or cruelty, sonething which could occur in
any society, a social solution was usually found. The ill-treated wife would

confide in an ol der woman who woul d approach the man and tell himof his
error. Relatives or religious figures mght also intervene.
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54. In each region, |ocal people s conmittees gave rulings on social
guestions, such as differences of opinion between a nmother and her child, or
domestic financial disagreenments between spouses. |[If the situation was not

resolved, the matter could be referred to a court and assessed by a judge
conpetent in social affairs, and in accordance with Shariah | aw.

55. Li byan | aw prohi bited the enpl oynent of children bel ow the age of 18.
Children were entitled to help their parents in the agricultural sector but,
if they worked in factories, the personnel bureaux in each workplace, under
the authority of the Mnistry of Labour, would hear of the matter and the
enpl oyer woul d be arrested and puni shed.

56. Chil dren bel ow the age of 18 years were not considered to be crimnally
responsi ble. A child who committed an offence was tried before a juvenile
court and sent to a special rehabilitation centre, not to prison. The judge
m ght al so decide to reduce the statutory penalty.

57. There were no refugee children as such in the Jamahiriya. The previous
year, sone children had conme there on a visit from Bosni a, acconpani ed by
their own teachers who educated them according to their own | anguage and
curriculum They had subsequently returned hone.

58. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) said that the proportion of nen and
wonen in education was al nost equal and that wonmen attended m xed
universities. There were 80,000 femal e teachers, amunting to sone

45 per cent of the profession. The |aw obliged parents to send their children
to school, under penalty of fines. Both Libyan and foreign children residing
in Libya were entitled to free education, and the curriculum was identical for
all. Teaching nethods were those approved in all Arab countries.

59. The 1.5 million foreigners residing in Libya also had the right to send
their children to private schools, and to establish such schools if they so
desired. There were nunerous foreign schools teaching the French, English,

I ndi an or Pakistani curricul a.

60. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Committee wished to draw attention to a
nunber of areas of concern including the desirability of establishing a
mechani smto assist the various mnistries in coordinating the inplenentation
of the Convention. The delegation mght also wish to review its opinion that
a mechani sm for addressing children’ s conplaints was not required. There was
al so need for further dissenmnation of the Convention in both rural and urban
areas. The Committee also typically recomended that there should be specia
training for persons involved in inplenenting the Convention in the
educational, social and |legal fields.

61. The Committee was al so concerned at the apparent absence of

partici pati on by non-governnental organizations (NG3s) in the preparation of
the country report, given the inportance of having a variety of viewpoints for
the purposes of inpartiality. In the case of the Higher Commttee for Child
Wel fare, for exanple, the “NGO seened to be identical with the Government.

62. In its concluding observations, the Cormittee woul d al so be raising the
i ssue of early and forced marriages. Certain general principles with respect



CRC/ C/ SR 434
page 11

to the rights of children in Libya required further delineation, as in the
case of the status of children born “out-of-wedl ock”. Such |anguage shoul d be
deleted fromall administrative directives and legislation in order to
elimnate the current legal discrimnation. The issue of donestic violence,
bot h sexual and physical, also needed to be further addressed. Although the
Committee was satisfied that the health and education of children in Libya was
of a high standard, additional statistics would be welconmed, including data on
drop-out rates

63. Ms. KARP assured the delegation that the positive aspects of the
protection of children’s rights in Libya would receive nmention in the
Conmittee's concludi ng observations. She nonethel ess stressed the inportance
of collecting disaggregated data to enconpass all fields of children’ s rights,
i ncluding children in special situations, so that assessnent of programes and
practices relating, inter alia, to disabled children or children in the
juvenile justice system could be based on nore detail ed know edge. Children's
rights should be translated into a practical code of work and ethics for the
various professionals working with children, including |egislators, socia

wor kers, psychol ogi sts and | aw enf orcenent personnel

64. Ms. PALME wel comed the progress made in the Jamahiriya with respect to
child health and education, which was outstandi ng conmpared to other countries
of the region. There had also been inprovenents in the field of children's
nutrition, although problens of stunted growth and diarrhoea still prevail ed.
The Governnent’s anbitious programre to ensure that children with disabilities
grew up in close relation to their famlies and were educated in ordinary
schools, while not |losing the opportunity to receive specialized support, also
deserved prai se.

65. One concern was that, although there had been an enornous devel opnent in
equality between boys and girls in the domain of health, there still appeared
to be elenents of difference in the treatnment of the two sexes, especially
with regard to inheritance.

66. M. KOLOSOV said that the Committee shoul d acknow edge the negative
effect of the United Nations enbargo on the situation of children in the
Jamahiriya, particularly in the light of General Conment 8 of the Conmittee on
Econom ¢, Social and Cul tural Rights.

67. Turning to the issue of legislation, he said that it was the first

i nstance in his experience of children under seven years of age being deprived
of the right to make their views known. There should be a specific reference
to children in all laws, since the general public was not always aware that
the term“citizen” covered all persons, including those who had not yet
attained the age of mpjority. A special children’s code was needed, even

t hough the Convention had been nmade a part of donestic |egislation, and that
requi red additional thought and di scussion by the Governnent.

68. It should not be forgotten that a Governnent was responsible for all the
children on its territory, including the children of non-citizens such as

m grant workers. Even if there was currently no discrimnation, practices
coul d al ways change. Laws should thus refer not nerely to citizens, but to
everyone under the jurisdiction of the Jamahiriya.
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69. One of the anbitions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child was to
eradi cate statel essness, which was why article 7, paragraph 2, obliged States
to take all possible neasures to ensure that every child received a
nationality. That provision also applied to the Jamahiriya, even if the
nunmber of instances was |imted.

70. M. QUATEEN (Li byan Arab Jamahiriya) said that there was full agreenent
concerning the provisions and objectives of the Convention. H's country had
ratified the instrunent precisely because his Governnent believed inits

i nportance. However, although States nust group thensel ves around
internationally accepted principles, it nust not be forgotten that different
soci eties espoused different ideas and different religions, and that they
coul d not always see an issue fromthe sane perspective. Objectives could be
agreed upon but nechanisns for inplenentati on and coordination should not be

i nposed. Each country had its own val ues and custons, and any attenpt to make
all countries fit into the same nmould would inevitably be counter-productive.

71. Statistics were available on early marriage, but it was an issue that
touched upon questions connected with religion. It must be stressed that no
| egi slation or noral principles based on Islamcould be changed. Conventions
and | aws could be nodified, but religion could not, since it formed the very
foundati on of Libyan society. Tinme had unfortunately not allowed for a

di scussi on of the subject of incest.

72. The Higher Committee for Children was an NGO in its own right. CQutside
the framework of UNICEF and in contact with the Government, it provided
foll owup on issues relating to children’s rights.

73. The val uabl e corments of the Comrittee would be taken into account,
founded as they were upon a desire to inprove the situation of children
t hroughout the world. It was to be hoped that the Committee would, inits

turn, take account of the suffering of Libyan children resulting fromthe
unj ust embargo i nposed by the United Nations, and that it woul d adopt a
positive attitude in that regard

74. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Convention had been carefully drafted to
be applicable to the diversity of the world s religious and | egal systens.

The reporting procedure should not be seen as a bureaucratic process but as an
ongoi ng chal l enge for all the States parties to the Convention. The Conmittee
thus | ooked forward to receiving details in the Jamahiriya's second periodic
report of its continued comritnent to anmeliorating the situation of children
in the country.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




