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The neeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m

ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 5) (continued)

1. The CHAI RMAN announced that M. Ferrero Costa and Ms. Zou, menbers of
the Committee, had infornmed the secretariat that they were unable to
participate for the nonent in the Conmttee's work. The secretariat had al so
been inforned that M. Wl frum a re-elected nenber of the Committee, probably
woul d not attend the current session. On the other hand, he had not received
any word from M. MDougall, a newWy el ected nenber of the Conmttee.

Finally, he had received vol um nous correspondence from non-government a

organi zations and the press and would see that it was distributed to Commttee
menbers.

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 7) (continued)

Fourteenth periodic report of the Russian Federation (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 15
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 52/ Rev. 1) (conti nued)

2. At the invitation of the Chairnan, the del egation of the Russi an
Federation took places at the Committee table.

3. The CHAIRMAN invited the del egation of the Russian Federation to reply
to the questions put by Conmittee nmenbers at the previous neeting.

4, M. ABDULATI POV (Russi an Federation) said he was gratified by the
regul ar di al ogue established between the Cormittee and the Russian Federation
whi ch had proven to be extrenely useful to his delegation. It had categorized
the 40 or so questions put to it by the nmenbers of the Commttee, and the
conpetent nenbers of the delegation would reply to them

5. M. ZORIN (Russian Federation), speaking as President of the Conmittee
on Nationalities of the State Duna, said that the activities of Parlianment had
under gone mej or changes due in large part to previous questions and comments
by menbers of the Cormittee on the | aws concerning nationalities and autonony.

6. In reply to the questions asked by M. Val encia Rodri guez and

M. van Boven, particularly on the status of the laws mentioned in

par agraph 24 of the periodic report (CERD/ C/299/Add. 15), he expl ained that the
Nati onal Cul tural Autonomy Act had entered into force a year and a half
earlier; the act on the foundation for the |legal status of Russia's smal

i ndi genous peopl es had been adopted by the Duma but had not yet been signed
and a new bill would be considered in 1998. The Peopl es of Russia (Languages)
Act had been approved by a ngjority of the Duma and was to be referred to the
Federal Assenbly, where the applicable procedure would be followed. The

Ref ugees and Di spl aced Persons (Assistance Fund) Act and the Indi genous
Peopl es of the Far East Act were under consideration and consultations were
bei ng conducted with the various bodies of the Federation and other organs

i nvol ved. Finally, the Regions of Traditional Land Use Act was being studied
by the Federal Assenbly.
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7. The authorities of the Russian Federation planned to anend and nodify
federal legislation in order to establish an independent budget |ine for al
credits earmarked for financing relations anmong nationalities and the
Federation; in that way the inplenmentation of those projects could be better
nonitored. Likewise, a bill ratifying the framework Convention on the
Protection of National Mnorities would be exanm ned by the Comrttee on
International Affairs, which intended to recomend its ratification to the
Duma.

8. Concerning the prohibition of incitenent to racial hatred, steps were
bei ng taken to anmend the relevant laws in force, and the Penal Code in
particul ar.

9. In reply to Ms. Sadiq Ali's question on the protection of the | anguages
of national mnorities, he recalled that the Peoples of Russia (Languages) Act
cont ai ned inportant provisions intended to protect and pronote the rights of
national mnorities. Mreover, the Education Act of 1992 granted to citizens
the right to primary education in their national |anguage subject to the
resources available to the educational system Lastly, the Act of

12 Cctober 1992 guaranteed the right of peoples and other mnorities to the
protection and devel opnent of their culture and their historical habitat.

Cul tural autonomy was guaranteed to all stateless minorities and the Nationa
M norities Act provided for the promul gation of necessary legislation to
pronmote mnority educational and cultural establishnments.

10. In reply to M. Diaconu's question concerning the nethod used to draw up
the Iist of nationalities, he said that the | aw allowed individuals to declare
their nationality thenselves during the census. The Tatars and the Crinean
Tatars were different peoples, particularly in culture and | anguage, but they
were both of the Muslimreligion. There were many other stateless
nationalities, such as the Bulgarian mnority. However, the Governnent was
not conducting an ethnic minority assimlation policy. The Nationa

M norities Act guaranteed the cultural devel opnent of citizens who did not
find it useful to unite in order to protect their culture. Mreover, nmany
persons belonging to ethnic mnorities were dispersed throughout the country,
which nmade it difficult to provide themw th special education. Nevertheless,
they could learn their national |anguage in special classes and Sunday
school s, which were increasing in nunber.

11. Wth regard to the questions put by M. van Boven and M. Lechuga Hevia
on conbating Fasci sm he explained that the Duma was putting the finishing
touches to a bill intended to combat that scourge and that the President had
i ssued a decree to that effect.

12. M. KEHLEROV (Russi an Federation), speaking in his capacity as the
Deputy Procurator Ceneral of the Russian Federation, said that the Ofice of
the Procurator occupied a key position in the judicial system In addition to
its own functions, it defended citizens agai nst abuse of power by officials.
In 1997, it had obtained redress for individuals in 70,000 cases where
officials had failed to do their duty, and in particular 30,000 cases

i nvolving the rights and freedons of citizens. On that occasion, it had
initiated proceedi ngs agai nst 60,000 cul pable officials. The Ofice of the
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Procurator was at present the only body which defended the interests of
Russian citizens free of charge. Any individual could apply to it and it was
under an obligation to initiate proceedings.

13. In reply to a question by M. Valencia Rodriguez, he said that

article 282 of the Penal Code, which protected the rights of the individual
had been incorporated into the provisions on violations of State security
because article 2 of the Constitution stated that man and his rights and
freedons were the suprene value that should be protected by the State. Any
violation of the rights of citizens was thus considered as a breach of the
constitutional regine of the State. Likewi se, crinmes notivated by racial or
ethnic hatred were of course penalized, in accordance with article 4 of the
Convention, but such nptives were considered as aggravating circunstances.
For exanple, article 305 of the Penal Code, which established a maxi mum
sentence of 15 years' inprisonnment for crimes under ordinary |aw, stated that
t he puni shnent could be increased to 20 years' inprisonment, life inprisonnent
or even capital punishnent if the crinme included an el enent of national
religious or ethnic hatred.

14. Wth regard to the questions put by M. Val encia Rodriquez,

M. de Gouttes and M. van Boven concerning the inplenmentation of |egislative
provi si ons guaranteeing the protection of citizens, he cited several cases in
which article 282 had led to prison sentences for persons responsible for
anti-Semtic publications. Simlarly, article 294 of the Penal Code had

al l owed the prosecution of other authors of anti-Semtic articles. While the
nunber of cases of incitenent to racial hatred was not particularly high, the
State was conducting a rigorous and determ ned policy to conbat them and was
gradual |y establishing a | egal basis on which to ensure full respect for the
Conventi on.

15. The CHAI RMAN wel coned the many neasures taken to punish acts of

di scrimnation against Jews. As the only representative of the African
continent on the Commttee, he personally would like to know what the
Government was doing to conbat the discrimnation and harassment to which
Africans in the Russian Federation were subject, particularly students at
Patrice Lununmba University. Had nmeasures simlar to those for the protection
of Jews been taken to protect African students and persons of colour in
general ?

16. M. KEHLEROV (Russian Federation) said that any conplaint by an

i ndi vidual reporting discrimnation on racial or religious grounds was duly

exam ned by the authorities, who took the appropriate nmeasures in accordance
with the law. That was a position of principle which was strictly observed.

17. M. SHAHRAY (Russian Federation), speaking in his capacity as the
representative of the President of the Russian Federation to the
Constitutional Court, replying to Ms. Sadiq Ali's question concerning the

i ndi cation of nationality on new passports, recalled that article 26 of the
Constitution granted to each individual the right to determne his nationality
and national identity. The question which arose in practice was where and

at what tinme could the citizen exercise that right. He could do so fromthe
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age of 14, when his first passport was issued. In that regard, the census
whi ch woul d take place in 1999 would allow each citizen to determne his
nationality in accordance with the legislation in force.

18. In reply to the question concerning possible violations of the

nmor at ori um on capital punishnment, he explained that, foll ow ng the nessage of
the President of the Russian Federation, not a single death sentence had been
reported. Mreover, since the pronul gation of the Presidential Decree on the
subject, and in addition to any application for pardon, no executions had
taken place. The State Duna had resuned consideration of the nmoratorium bill
and it was not inpossible that the legislature would elimnate that penalty
fromthe Penal Code, especially since the Russian Federation had signed
Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Ri ghts
and Fundanental Freedons concerning the abolition of the death penalty - an

i nternational instrument which took precedence over national |egislation

Wth regard to the fear that Shariah would be inposed in the Chechen Republic,
he said that fortunately it had not been applied in recent tines.

19. It appeared that sone menbers regarded the practice of registering

i ndi vidual s, and refugees in particular, as a violation of the Convention; the
Constitutional Court shared that view, since it had confirmed that any
restriction of the right to establish residence or of freedom of novenent was
in violation of article 27 of the Constitution. To take just one exanple, the
Mnistry of the Interior had denied a Georgian detained in the Russian
Federation authorization to return to Ceorgia and had been obliged to go back
on its decision and grant the person concerned the passport he required. In
January 1998, the Constitutional Court had identified three provisions in the
| egislation on the registration of citizens of the Russian Federation and

ot her persons residing voluntarily in the country as being not in conformty
with the Constitution. The relevant | aws were bei ng anended and hencef orward
a citizen would hinself determ ne his place of residence; that would
automatically settle the question of registration

20. The Russi an Federation's Orbudsman Act had been pronul gated and
applications for the post were being awaited; it should be filled within the
year. The Comm ssion on Hunman Rights conprised well-known specialists and was
functioning satisfactorily. It subnmitted an annual report to the President,
who had decided that 1998 would be a year for the protection of human rights.

21. One expert had expressed surprise that the Rostov court should have
found the Cossack Union to be illegal w thout immediately prohibiting that
organi zation. He explained that if the statutes of an organization was not at
variance with the Constitution - if in general they observed the letter of
constitutional law - the Mnister of Justice could not refuse to register it.
He had done so in the case of the frankly fascist organization “Russian
Unity”, but to forbid the Cossack Union would have required a judicia
decision that could be taken only if that organi zation di sregarded the
war ni ngs it had received.

22. Wth regard to questions on | anguages, he informed the Commttee of a
case at present before the Constitutional Court which involved two republics,
nanely, the Mari Republic and the Bashkir Republic, whose Constitution

requi red any candidate for the presidency to know its | anguage. That was a
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delicate matter, but there was no doubt that the Constitutional Court would be
able to protect the equality of citizens regardl ess of nenbership of a

nati onal group while taking into account the fact that the two republics were
part of the Russian Federation and had the right to their own | anguage in
addition to Russian.

23. One very inportant question had concerned the means by which the
Constitution, and hence the Convention, could be invoked, before the courts.
That could be done in four ways. First, the Constitutional Court could give a
ruling since its decisions were irrevocable and took precedence over those of
ot her bodies; it had thus reviewed 36 decisions taken by various republics.
Second, the President could oppose the decisions of regional authorities if
they violated the Constitution, as had already happened 12 times. Third, the
Constitutions of the various republics were slowy but surely coming into |ine
with that of the Russian Federation. Fourth, cooperation nechani sns anong
central and regional bodies had been established on the basis of agreenents,
whi ch coul d be concluded only with Federation entities whose Constitutions
were in conformty with that of the Federation

24. What he been deci ded was part of a |ong-term process that woul d not
produce results inmediately but was well under way.

25. M. Diaconu took the Chair.

26. M. TSAGALOV (Russian Federation), after welconming the interest and
under st andi ng shown by the Conmittee, said that, as the Deputy M nister on
Nationalities, he would reply to the question on the application of article 6
of the Convention concerning reparation for damage suffered as a result of

di scrimnation. The conpensation process was proceeding in a satisfactory
manner. The steps taken on behalf of the victins of discrimnation were of a
political, social and financial nature. Specifically, for example, the

Kar achai - Cher kes Republic had greatly benefited fromthe Russian Federation's
1997 budgetary appropriation of 96.9 billion roubles for the inplementation of
the Territorial Rehabilitation of Repressed Peoples Act; the victins of

political repression had received sonme 3.4 billion roubles and victins of
forced displacenent 9.2 billion. That conpensation served as reparation not
only for wongs caused in the political sphere or by the illegal confiscation

of property, for exanple, but also as assistance in the areas of enploynment,
education and health care.

27. Wth regard to the results of the new |l egislation on relations between
nationalities, he explained that a Federal National Cultural Autonomy Act
guaranteed the right to the cultural autonony of citizens wherever they |ived
as well as the rights of national mnorities. An advisory council on the
autonony of national mnorities under M. Abdul ati pov, Head of the Del egation
consi sting of representatives of the nost diverse nationalities and
mnorities, nmonitored the application of the many neasures taken to pronote
cul tural autonomy, and in particular the publication of books or newspapers in
nati onal |anguages. In Mscow alone, 146 different nationalities |ived side
by side, and he could not point to a single exanple of conflict anong them
even when disputes occurred in their places of origin. Any activities
undertaken in the area of cultural autonomy would certainly pronote the

devel opnent of the comunities concerned.
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28. As for the question whether there was a nationalities policy at the
federal level, he noted that a federal programme was bei ng devel oped that
woul d i nclude numerous subprogrames ai ned at various groups - Turknens, the
peopl es of the North or others. The Mnistry of Nationalities, for its part,
was i nplenmenting a nunber of progranmes. For exanple, it had drawn up a
schedul e of Gypsy cultural events and had earnmarked 150 mllion roubles for
t he devel opment of Gypsy culture. It was also pronoting the devel opnent of
numerically small peoples, whose schools and places of worship had been
reopened. All those initiatives had begun to produce good results. The
nunerically small peoples of the North and Far East in particular would be
provi ded with State support under a presidential programre which was to be

i npl enmented by the year 2000 by the conpetent federal commttee in the
framework of the International Decade of the World' s |Indigenous Peopl es.
There were plans to assist those who left the north in finding housing and
enpl oynent .

29. A progranme was being inplenented to resolve the conflict in the

Republic of North Ossetial/ Al ani a between Ossetes and | ngush. The presidents
el ected respectively by the Ingush and the Ossetes had net very recently and
the conflict between those two people should be resolved in the near future.

30. An anount of 6 billion roubles was to be earmarked for the nationalities
programme in 1998 in the formof an independent budget |ine. Furthernore,

12 million roubles were available in the Fund for the Renascence of the
Peopl es of Russia. |In addition, some progranmes were directed specifically at
the peoples of the North and the Chukchis, as well as peoples deported because
of their nationality.

31. The problem faced by the Meshket Turks and the Gypsies were of |ong
standing. The former had been forced to | eave Georgia, the country where they
had their roots, and were at present in transit in Russia. It was paradoxica
that the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Refugees had stressed the responsibility of
Russi a whereas it was Ceorgia that would not allow the Meshket Turks to return
to their lands. As for the Gypsies, with whom he had | ong been acquai nted, he
assured the Comrittee that their situation was satisfactory.

32. M. TARASOV (Russian Federation), speaking in his capacity as Deputy
Director of the Law Departnent of the office of the President, said that
citizens thenselves voluntarily indicated their nother tongue and the nationa
group to which they bel onged during the census. The concept of a people was
used in the Constitution to determ ne the comopn characteristics of a group
If that group was resident in the Russian Federation, it becane a people of
the Russian Federation. The termnational minority nmeant a group of persons
essentially residing outside the Russian Federation

33. The Constitutional Court, the President of the Federation and senior
officials were making every effort to introduce refornms in cases where there
was a conflict between the Constitution and the Convention and the Mnistry of
Justice was conducting a study to identify such cases. Judges, |awers,
officials of the Mnistry of the Interior and all persons responsible for
ensuring respect for the rights of citizens studied the various internationa
instruments relating to their special fields during their training.
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34. M. KEHLEROV (Russian Federation), stressed that the events which had
occurred in Chechnya were a real tragedy for Russian and that it would take a
great deal of tinme and wisdomto get over them It was undeniable that both
sides had conmmitted war crines in the Chechen Republic. Numerous cases of
hom ci de, | ooting and assault had been brought before the courts and 23
persons had been convi ct ed.

35. However, there was no discrimnation agai nst Chechens and many Chechens
were working in various mnistries and other public agencies.

36. M. RAM SHVI LI (Russian Federation) speaking in his capacity as the head
of the Departnment of Human Ri ghts of the Russian Federation Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs, said that, in accordance with article 15 of the Constitution
the international treaties to which the Russian Federation was a party had the
force of law and were a part of the national |egal system The principle of
the primacy of international |aw was recognized and the Constitutional Court

t ook due account of various international treaties. He regretted, however,
that he was unable to informthe Comrittee of any case in which the Convention
m ght have been invoked before a court.

37. There was nothing to prevent refugees who were not Russian citizens,
such as Armeni ans and Azerbaijanis, fromrequesting Russian nationality. He
stressed that the legislation was |iberal and even provided for dua
nationality. It was in the State's interest that those refugees obtained
Russi an nationality, since it would then no | onger have to pay them all owances
in respect of their status.

38. The Russi an Federation had no objection to ratifying the anendnent to
article 8 of the Convention, but had thus far been unable to do so because of
its financial situation and red tape. The CGovernnment woul d propose its
ratification to the Legislature within a few nonths.

39. The Governnent had initiated the ratification procedure for ILO
Convention No. 169 concerning indigenous and tribal peoples in independent
countries.

40. The Russi an Federation recognized the Cormittee's conpetence to receive
conmuni cations fromindividuals; Russian citizens were fairly well informed
about international procedures in that respect. There were many human rights
organi zations in the Russian Federation and in any event, the authorities were
under a duty to consider conplaints or, if necessary, to transmt themto the
conpetent bodies. |In addition, all relevant information was published in the
Oficial Gazette.

41. Jews who had been deprived of Russian nationality and emigrated to
Israel could return to the Russian Federation and again obtain Russian
citizenship.

42. The new Freedom of Conscience Act was in conformity with the spirit and

the letter of the Convention and its application in the various regions of the
Federation was nonitored by a State conmi ssion on religious questions and the

restitution of property confiscated fromcertain religious communities.
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43. M . ABDULATI POV (Russian Federation) said, in conclusion, that the
detailed replies which the del egation had provided to the experts denponstrated
the Governnent's keen interest in the work of the Commttee and in the
Convention. As the Deputy Prinme Mnister of the Russian Federation, he
assured the Committee that the CGovernnment was meking every effort to reflect
the provisions of the Convention in national |egislation and put theminto
practice. The conments of M. Val encia Rodriguez and other menmbers of the
Committee would provide the State with guidance in its inplenmentation of the
Convention. He stressed that the Governnent was intent on cooperating with
the Committee, and was pleased that the experts had appreciated the size of
the del egation and the fact that it represented the various nationalities and
adm ni strations of the Russian Federation. Finally, he thanked M. Rechetov
for his assistance in drafting the del egation's reports.

44, The CHAI RMAN t hanked the Russian delegation for its detailed replies to
the Committee's questions.

45. M. ABOUL- NASR al so thanked the del egation for its extensive replies to
the Committee's questions, but said he was not satisfied by the statenent that
there was no discrimnation in the Russian Federation. The Comrittee had

al ways rejected that sort of statenent because it believed that cases of

di scrimnation occurred throughout the world. Such problenms should be
resolved and their existence not denied. He was personally aware of the case
of an African student, who, because he was seeing a Russian girl student had
been ill-treated and roughed up. It was to be hoped that, in the next report,
the Governnent woul d describe all the types of discrimnation which occurred
in the Russian Federation and indicate what action had been taken. Finally,
it would al so be helpful for the Commttee to be informed about the status of
certain mnorities

46. M. YUTZIS said that he had found many of the delegation's replies
useful. Since he was unaware of the extent of the financial resources

all ocated to the programme of assistance to mnorities, he asked the
Governnment to indicate in its next report the equivalent in United States
dollars and as a proportion of the gross donmestic product. He would also |ike
to know what tinmetable had been drawn up for the inplenmentation of the various
programes ai ned at inproving the application of the Convention

47. In his view, Russian citizenship should be restored to those citizens
who had been deprived of it without requiring themto request it; he would
appreciate clarification of that matter. Lastly, referring to annex 3,
paragraph 6 of the periodic report, which stated that the Russian and
Russi an- speaki ng i nhabitants of Chechnya had been subjected to intensified
psychol ogi cal pressure, were the victins of an increasing nunber of crines,
and that a policy of “ethnic cleansing” was in effect, he stressed that the
term ethni c cleansing should be used with great care. 1In his view, it could
not be stated that the acts of the Chechens referred to in that paragraph
constituted ethnic cl eansing agai nst Russian citizens or Russian speakers.

48. M. van BOVEN said that, despite the explanations provided by the
Russi an del egati on, he renmi ned unconfortable with the tone and term nol ogy
used in annex 3 of the periodic report to describe the Chechen conflict. Wen
the Deputy Procurator General of the Russian Federation, M. Kehlerov, had
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stated that there had been 23 convictions for crinmes comritted during the
conflict, he had the feeling that he was referring nore to offences under
ordinary law than to crines against hunanitarian |l aw. Perhaps that was
expl ai ned by problens of interpretation, but he would appreciate clarification
of the matter.

49. Acknow edgenent of the fact that abuses, including those of a crimna
nature, had been conmitted seened to be a prerequisite for any reconciliation
process. However, such a process would adnittedly take time and was above al
an internal matter.

50. To end on an optim stic note, he had that norning received a detail ed
report on the situation of human rights in the Russian Federation issued by a
non- gover nment al organi zation in Moscow. The fact that such reports, which in
t he past had come from abroad, had reached himdirectly fromthe Russian
Federati on was a positive devel opnment that should be highlighted.

51. He hoped that, in its next report, the Russian Federation would take due
account of the Conmittee's guidelines and the coments made during the current
sessi on.

52. The CHAI RMAN, speaking as a menber of the Committee, noted that ethnic
cl eansi ng was not always practised by the dom nant majority; it could also be
practised by mnorities. The Comrittee should take that fact into account and
vi gorously condemm such activities, regardl ess who was responsible for them
He pointed out that his observation was of a prelim nary nature and not
connected with the situation in the Russian Federation

53. M. ABDULATI POV (Russian Federation) said that his del egation did not
claimto have replied to all the questions put; it had cone to engage in a
frank dialogue with the Conmittee in an attenpt to take stock of the situation
and to seek, with the help of nenbers, solutions to the problens it faced

54. He acknow edged that cases of racial discrimnation persisted in
day-to-day life in the Russian Federation, even if they were condemed by the
State. However, the rights of Russians, as well as those of Chechens or other
mnorities, mght well be violated. Contrary to what some had stated, the
Chechen mnority was not systenmatically denigrated by Russians, and many
persons had conme to their defence, which was undoubtedly the first time that

t hat had happened in a conflict of that type.

55. He was quite surprised to learn that the termethnic cleansing had been
used in the French and English versions of the periodic report, since the
Russi an Federation had never used it in its reports. Incidentally, that term

woul d be unacceptable fromthe standpoint of Russian |egislation and the
Constitution.

56. The inmpl ementation of the International Convention on the Elimnation of
All Forms of Racial Discrimnation would be a | engthy process, but the
Russi an Federation woul d devote every effort to that task, taking its
inspiration fromthe Conmttee's comments and gui delines.
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57. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ (Country Rapporteur), sunmmarizing the main points
of the discussion, said that the Cormittee had noted with satisfaction that
the Russian Constitution already contained inmportant provisions on the
principle of equality before the law. The rest of its |egislation nust be
brought into line with the Constitution, however, and in particular the new
Penal Code should be revised in the light of article 4 of the Convention so as
to prohibit organizations or associations which incited racial discrimnation
and hatred. Its legislation should also be anended to give effect to

article 5 of the Convention and to prohibit any discrimnation on the basis of
race or national or ethnic origin, in particular with regard to the exercise
of such fundamental rights as freedom of nmovenent within the nationa

territory and the right to a nationality. Concerning article 6, nore detailed
and explicit information should be provided on the | egal renedies available in
cases of discrimnation. Likewi se, nore conplete information concerning
article 7, which was inportant in nany respects, would be appreciated. The
nmeasures taken to increase the i ndependence of the judiciary were wel cone and
the action of the Procurator Ceneral was conmendabl e; those efforts should be
continued and the Committee kept infornmed about progress nade in that area.

I mportant, but as yet inadequate, neasures had been taken concerning
nationality. 1In view of the country's ethnic diversity, national |anguages
must be pronoted and protected. The Commttee recommended that steps should
be taken to inprove the socio-econonmic status of mnorities, and of the Gypsy
mnority in particular. He hoped that nore detailed informati on on that

subj ect would be provided in the next report.

58. He woul d also like to know what progress had been nade on the

el aboration of the various federal laws referred to in paragraph 24 of the
report and woul d appreciate copi es once they had been adopted. As regards the
settl enent of the Chechen conflict, there had been some positive devel opnents,
but steps should be taken to solve the problens nentioned in annex 3,
paragraph 6. Lastly, the information provided on the situation in Ossetia and
I ngushetia was not sufficiently detail ed.

59. In conclusion, the Conmttee recommended that the Russian Federation
shoul d di ssemi nate the report - as well as the conments made by experts -
wi dely and provide the public with any useful information in order to
facilitate the inplementation of article 14 of the Convention

60. The del egation of the Russian Federation w thdrew.

61. M. Aboul -Nasr resuned the Chair.

Revi ew of the inplenentation of the Convention in Haiti

62. M. de GOUTTES (Country Rapporteur) recalled that, at its

fifty-first session in August 1997, the Commi ttee had received a note verbale
fromthe Governnment of Haiti requesting it to defer consideration of the
situation in that country to 1998 by which tine it hoped to be able to submt
a report. However, the Conmittee had decided to discuss that situation
briefly in order to indicate its interest and to stress the followi ng points
which it hoped would be given priority in the next periodic report of Haiti:
the ethnic conposition of the Haitian popul ation; socio-econom c indicators of
non-integration or marginalization of the npst disadvantaged social groups;
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di scrimnation against the black, nulatto and white popul ation; and judicia
statistics concerning racist crinmes and neasures taken to pronote the

i npl enentati on of the Convention. A letter signed by the Chairman of the
Committee had been sent to Haiti requesting replies to those questions inits
report, if necessary with the assistance of the advisory services of the

O fice of the High Comm ssioner for Human Ri ghts.

63. The Committee had as yet received nothing fromthe Haitian Government
and the only avail able information concerning the evolution of the situation
in that country consisted of a report dated 17 Cctober (A/52/499) by an

i ndependent expert, M. Adama Deng, and a report by the United Nations
Secretary-General dated 22 October 1997 (A/52/515).

64. In his report, M. Deng enphasized the deterioration of socio-economc
conditions in Haiti, which had resulted in strikes and was conducive to

vi ol ence. Although the human rights situation in general had inproved,

i nstances of violations of those rights or, “political violence” persisted.
In his view, the withdrawal of the United Nations m ssions (M TNUH and

M CIVIH) could have tragi c consequences for the future of Haiti and the
denocratization process.

65. The concl usi ons of the Secretary-General's report, to which he referred
menbers of the Conmittee, were along the same |ines.

66. Regardi ng the recommendati ons to be nade to the Haitian Government, he
suggested the followi ng course of action. The Conmittee could invite the
Hai ti an Government to submt its report in August 1998; remind it of the terns
of the letter sent by the Chairman of the Committee in August 1997; request it
to take into consideration, in addition to the five points listed in that
letter, the conclusions of the reports of M. Adama Deng and the
Secretary-General dated 17 and 22 October 1997; and finally, suggest once
again that it should request the assistance of the advisory services of the

O fice of the High Commi ssioner for Human Rights if that would be hel pful

67. The CHAI RMAN proposed that course of action suggested by the Rapporteur
shoul d be adopt ed.

68. It was so deci ded.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p. m




