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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 5) (continued)

El eventh periodic report of Mexico (CERD/ C/ 296/ Add.1; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 12/ Rev. 1)
(conti nued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman, the nenbers of the del egati on of
Mexico resuned their places at the Conmmittee table.

2. M. GONZALEZ FELI X (Mexico) replying to a question by M. de Gouttes,
said that, in conformity with the Commttee's 1995 reconmendati on to the

Mexi can Government, the eleventh periodic report of Mexico (CERD/ C/ 296/ Add. 1)
was an updating report that dealt primarily with the situation of the

i ndi genous popul ations, especially in Chiapas, and with the probl ems of

m grants. The Mexican Government woul d take the Rapporteur's requests for
information into account in preparing the next periodic report. It would also
give Conmittee nmenbers a diskette produced by the National Indigenous
Institute in collaboration with the United Nati ons Devel opnent Programre
(UNDP), which contai ned updated soci o-denographic statistics and information
on the indigenous popul ati ons of Mexi co.

3. He agreed with nenbers of the Conmittee that when practices hindered
i mpl enentation of articles 2 to 5 of the Convention, there was indeed ethnic,
in other words, racial, discrimnation. |In various official docunments, the

Government had recogni zed the existence of that discrimnation and was
attenpting to conbat the underlying historical and socio-economc factors. As
to the place occupied by the Convention in Mexico's internal law, in
conformty with article 133 of the Constitution, the Convention, which had
been approved by the Senate and published in the official gazette on

13 June 1975, was an integral part of Mexican | aw and was recogni zed as such
It could be and was i nvoked before the courts by the judiciary, defendants and
| awyers.

4, Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 4 of the Convention

article 364 of the Penal Code inposed a prison sentence of one nonth to three
years for any violation of the individual guarantees and rights referred to in
article 1 of the Constitution (except in cases of restriction or suspension
provi ded for by law), particularly the principle of the equality of all before
the I aw, which prohibited any differentiation based on race, religion

opi nions or beliefs. Wthin the franework of the reformof article 4 of the
Constitution, on indigenous popul ations, a comm ssion was currently studying
the possibility, in conformty with the Cormittee's 1995 recomendati on, of
introducing into crimnal |aw a provision prohibiting and expressly penalizing
di scrimnatory acts.

5. M. CANSECO GOMEZ (Mexico), referring to the situation in Chiapas, said
that he proposed first to indicate the historical background of the conflict,
in order better to illustrate the conplexity of the political crisis that had

devel oped in 1994. Racial divisions inherited fromthe colonial era had
al ways been nore marked in Chiapas than in the rest of the country. Efforts
undert aken since i ndependence to mininize racial differences had al ways
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encountered greater resistance there than el sewhere in Mexico. Follow ng the
Mexi can revol ution, in which the demands for |and nade by the indi genous
popul ati ons had played an inportant part, President Cardenas had i npl enented
in the 1930s an anbitious |and distribution progranme which had gi ven arable
land to the indigenous peoples of Chiapas. That agrarian reform however, had
not achieved the desired result, primarily because of the increase in
popul ati on and the nethods of farm ng the conmunal |ands, which were |inked to
sel f-consunption patterns. The nore recent arrival of mgrants from other

Mexi can States had aggravated the problem of the scarcity of |and and
contributed to instability, as the new arrivals had engaged in discrimnatory
acts towards the indigenous conmunities. The geographical proximty of arned
revol utionary groups present in other Central Anerican States had al so had a
destabilizing effect. 1In view of that situation, the Church, particularly
since the constitutional reforns of 1992, had hel ped to pronote the defence of
t he indi genous conmunities with ideals that were sonetinmes contrary to the
constitutional principles on which the Governnent's action was based.

6. He drew attention to the convergence in Chiapas of two politica
currents, that were inconpatible in the long term the thirst for |and,
associated with the desire to raise the econom c and social |evel of the

i ndi genous popul ations, and revolutionary leftist ideals. The Government was
therefore confronted by the demands of the indigenous popul ati ons, which were
i nevitably opposed to the | andhol ders, and the aspirations for change
represented by the Zapatista National Liberation Army (ZNLA), which went far
beyond | ocal demands. The political difficulties were aggravated by the
insufficiency of the land itself to neet the needs of the indigenous
popul ati ons and of the small |andhol ders; by the need to find work for the

m grants; and by the presence of Guatemal an refugee centres. He agreed with
menbers of the Committee on the legitimcy of the rights sought by the

i ndi genous popul ations. The conflict in Chiapas had enabled Mexico to

redi scover its origins and history - to redi scover “deepest Mexico”, which was
far nmore than the Christian and col onial eras of its beginnings and the
revol uti onary and nodern periods that had foll owed. Recognition of the
specific character of the indigenous communities was expl ained | ess by racist
or segregationist policies than by the successful unification of the Mexican
nati on, which had enabl ed those popul ati ons to becone aware of their history
and aspirations. The task faced by the Governnment, in resolving the

i ndi genous question in the context of the conflict in Chiapas, was nonethel ess
consi der abl e.

7. As to the status of negotiations between the Mexi can Government and the
ZNLA aimed at finding an agreed solution to the Chiapas conflict, he reviewed
the process undertaken by the authorities to put an end to violations of the
fundanmental rights of the indigenous popul ati ons and restore peace to the
region.

8. To that end, the Government had adopted a policy of reforming the |ega
and regul atory framework, negotiating solutions to specific problens,
consolidating the dial ogue and negotiation process, taking, at the judicia

and political levels, a flexible attitude towards ZNLA nenbers involved in

| egal proceedings, investigating the conduct of the Mexican Army in Chiapas,
supporting the political transformation of the Zapatista Arny and inplementing
t he agreenents concl uded.
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9. In order to execute that gl obal policy, the Governnent had inplenented
the strategy outlined in chapter 11l of the eleventh periodic report of

Mexi co, by organizing a series of regional gatherings, follow ng which it had
concl uded the San Andrés agreenments with the ZNLA, beginning in February 1996
(paras. 38-41), which recognized the indigenous conmunities as legal entities
and laid the foundations for a new conpact between the State and the

i ndi genous conmuni ti es.

10. The Round Tabl e on Denocracy and Justice had enabled joint consideration
with the ZNLA of the State's reform programe as well as discussion of the
techni cal aspects of incorporation of the political agreements into the
Constitution. The negotiations were currently at a stal emate because of the
di vergences arising fromthe text proposed by the Concord and Peace Comr ssion
(COCOPA) . However, COCOPA and the National Mediation Comm ssion (CONAI) were
seeki ng proposals to relaunch the process, and the President of the Republic
was personally insisting on the inportance of the dial ogue.

11. Wthin the framework of neasures ained at consolidating the
negoti ati ons, the CGovernnent had begun to inplenment a programe for the

wel fare and sustai nabl e devel opnent of Chiapas. |In 1996, nore than 12 billion
pesos had been invested in that State, nmaking it the |argest beneficiary of
the federal budget. Several programres had been adopted within the framework
of the dial ogue and cooperation between the Government and the socio-politica
and rural organizations of Chiapas, ainmed particularly at creating regiona
centres for social action, feeding 48 per cent of the school popul ation
providing supplies for conflict zones, building nmedical centres and paying
pre-school teachers in 355 localities and primary-school teachers in

1,825 other localities.

12. Regar di ng agrarian issues, the Government was negotiating
with 80 per cent of the organizations affiliated with the 280 peasant
organi zations of the Denocratic State Assenmbly of the People of Chiapas. It

had provi ded financial assistance to 58,000 peasants, enabling themto buy
| and, and had distributed 117,000 hectares of land. |In total, 40 mllion
pesos had been spent by the Mnistry of State for Agrarian Reform

13. Wth regard to strengthening the rule of Iaw and public security, the
Government was i nplenenting a progranme to restore legality in order to conbat
drug traffic, arnms traffic and delinquency, as well as a progranme to reform

the judicial systemin the State of Chiapas. It had also instituted a
programe for the professionalization and equi prent of the public security
forces. It was placing enphasis on strengthening the social fabric in the

muni ci palities which had been torn apart by conmunity or religious conflicts
and was commtted to combating acts of violence perpetrated by the

chi nchul i nes, whose existence reflected rivalries between |ocal interest
parties or groups.

14. As to the conduct of the arned forces in Chiapas, since the start of

President Zedillo's termof office the National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion ( CNDH)
had received 86 reports of violations allegedly conmtted by the Mexican arny.
However, the Conmi ssion did not have sufficient proof to make recomendati ons
on the subject. A visit by the Inter-Anmerican Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts had
al so been unable to establish the responsibility of the armed forces. On the
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ot her hand the army had played a vital role in restoring the rule of |aw and
public security, in curbing the conflict and in providing assistance to

di spl aced persons, thereby fostering a return to peaceful conditions. It had
al so contributed to the repatriation of some 20,000 displaced persons and to
the reconstruction of public works and road infrastructure.

15. In order to encourage the political transformati on of the ZNLA, the
Governnment had taken steps to facilitate its peaceful integration into
society. It had authorized it to benefit freely and safely fromthe

assi stance of nunerous individuals and organi zations synmpathetic to it and had
involved it in the work of various mechani sms of dialogue on State reform as
well as in the consideration of questions concerning the indigenous
popul ati ons.

16. The Governnent had inplenmented a nunber of agreenments that had been
concluded with the ZNLA on preparation of a draft constitutional reformon
human rights, reformof the Organization Act of the State of Chiapas,
establishnment of offices of the Mnistry of the Interior in the indigenous
areas of Chiapas, enactnment of a law on the restructuring of nmunicipalities
and districts of Chiapas and creation within the CNDH of an inspection
departnent on indigenous affairs.

17. In reply to a question from M. de Gouttes, he said that since 1994 the
Mexi can Government had been engaged in a reformof the structure and
functioning of the judiciary ained at ensuring the independence of judges as
wel |l as a balance in the judicial powers, by setting up several independent
judicial bodies which were responsible for such matters as resolving conflicts
between the different institutions of the federal State.

18. The CHAI RMAN wel conmed the fact that the Governnent had asked a public
body to incorporate suggestions made by the Conmittee into the Federal Pena
Code and thanked the del egation of Mexico warmy for its updated information
on the evolving situation in Chiapas.

19. M. SHAHI said he hoped the Governnent woul d seriously consider enacting
a law ainmed at restoring the land ownership rights of the 56 indi genous
conmuni ties, which would be vital for inproving their material circunstances.
As to the nodalities for representation of indigenous persons in the State's
political institutions, he firmy believed that special electoral reserves
were needed to ensure their representation in Parliament. It was extrenely
important to take firm neasures to increase their representation in the
State's deci si on-nmaki ng bodi es, while neverthel ess avoi di ng any paternalism

20. M. YUTZIS said that the inplenentation of the refornms that had been
deci ded upon was crucial and should be covered in the next periodic report of
Mexi co. Land redistribution should be handled by the federal State rather
than left to the individual States and |local collectivities, so as to secure a
fair and equitable distribution.

21. M. de GOUTTES (Country Rapporteur) thanked the del egation of Mexico for
its detailed replies to the questions asked by the nenbers of the Commttee
and said that his assessnent of the situation had not changed since the
country's previous periodic report. He highlighted several positive aspects,
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such as the procedure envisaged to ensure inplenentation of article 4 of the
Convention. However, there was a gap between the prom sing words, policies
and programes of the Governnent and the actual situation, which was by no
means so bright. Differences of opinion remai ned between Mexico and the
Committee with regard to racial discrimnation, inplenentation of article 4 of
t he Convention, reformof article 27 of the Constitution and the agrarian
situation. In its next report the del egati on should endeavour to anal yse
precisely all the socio-econonic indicators reflecting the marginalization and
non-integration of the indigenous popul ations. G ven the rapid changes in the
situation in Mexico, the next report should be submitted to the Conmittee
earlier than originally planned.

22. M. CANSECO GOMEZ (Mexico) said that, with regard to the agrarian
situation and protection of the |ands of indigenous communities, the ability
to convert |ands belonging to peasant or indigenous comunities into comunal
or conmmunity lands did not depend on the local collectivities but on the
federal authorities.

23. The CHAI RMAN wel coned the constructive dial ogue that had begun between
Mexi co and the Conmittee and thanked the delegation warmy for its
contribution. He noted that the Committee had concluded its consideration of
the el eventh periodic report of Mexico.

24. The del egation of Mexico w thdrew.

Twelfth to fourteenth periodic reports of Bulgaria (CERD C/ 299/ Add. 7;
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 81) (conti nued)

25. At the invitation of the Chairman, the nenbers of the del egati on of
Bul garia resuned their places at the Conmittee table.

26. M. SOTIROV (Bulgaria) thanked M. Wl frumfor his in-depth analysis of
the report of Bulgaria and al so thanked the other nmenbers of the Conmttee for
the interesting questions they had raised. The delegation would reply orally
to the nmore inportant questions and in witing to the other questions, in

Bul garia's next report. First of all, the delay in distribution of the

M nistry of Foreign Affairs brochure on the situation of the Romas in

Bul garia was due to the fact that the docunent had been issued only in early
March 1997. As to the core document (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add.81), it had been
submtted in English in md-1996, but translation into all the officia

| anguages of the United Nations had unfortunately delayed its distribution
Wth regard to the various laws cited in paragraph 9 of the report, the

del egation would do its best to provide a detail ed explanation of their
contents and application in the next report. As to whether the declaration
made under article 14 of the Convention had been publicized, the Parlianment
had enacted the Law on Wthdrawal of Reservations and Adoption of Decl arations
as provided in International Treaties (para. 12 of the report), which had been
published in the State Gazette in 1993. The text of the Convention had al so
been published in the State Gazette, in 1992, and, as in the case of the other
human rights instruments, sonme 10,000 copies had been distributed.

27. Hi s del egati on was prepared to provide nore information concerning the
Bul garian Turks in the next report. The Law of 5 March 1990 on Nanes of
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Bul garian Citizens (para. 93) enabl ed Bul gari ans of Turkish origin who had had
to change their nane to resunme use of their Miuslimname, and all restrictions
on the use of mnority |languages in public places had been lifted. Textbooks
in Turkish were distributed free of charge. There were nore than 920 nosques
in Bulgaria. The Koran was published in Turkish and Bul garian, and religious
literature in those two | anguages was di ssem nated freely. Since 1991, the
nosques had been teaching the Koran. There were currently four Mislim
secondary schools and an ecclesiastical |slamc college.

28. Wth regard to the census, the differences between the data provided in
the periodic report and those in the core docunment concerned only the nunber
of ethnic groups listed. Insofar as the census had been based on the
principle of the freely expressed self-identification of individuals, the |ist
of ethnic groups surveyed was in fact longer than the one in the report: in
addition to the ethnic groups nentioned, 879 persons had identified thensel ves
as German, 1,578 as British, 1,864 as Ukrainian, 3,019 as Macedoni an, 71 as
Croatian, 56 as French, and so forth. The cancellation of the census results
for the village of Satovcha and the city of Yakoruda had been deci ded upon by
the Parlianment after it had been found that the mayors of those nunicipalities
had pressured people to identify thenselves with a particular ethnic group

The two mayors had been tried, found guilty and sentenced.

29. Wth regard to the Roma, and in particular the education of their
children, he hoped that the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs brochure would di spe
some of the Conmittee's concerns. The information provided in paragraphs 104
to 106 of the report was intended sinply to give an account of the situation
in the country; in Cctober 1996, the Soci al Devel opment Fund of the Council of
Europe had allocated $1.4 nmillion to the State authorities to build housing
for 80 Roma fanilies.

30. Par agraph 33 of the core dealt not with existing provisions to ensure
the protection of human rights, but with the possibility of creating the post
of onmbudsman or an i ndependent human rights comm ssion, an issue which was
currently being discussed in Parlianment. Wth the assistance of the Counci

of Europe, a workshop had been held in Sofia in Decenmber 1996 to study
non-judi ci al neans for protecting human rights. As to the Standi ng Comm ssion
on Human Rights of the National Assenbly, which was active within the strict
framewor k of the conpetencies of the | egislative power, it had had 600 cases
before it in 1996

31. Replying to the concern expressed by sone nenbers of the Committee
regardi ng the prohibition inposed by article 11 (4) of the Constitution on the
creation of political parties on an ethnic basis, he said that in the past
such parties had had separatist tendencies; the ethnic tensions of 1991 had
had an inpact on the drafting of the Constitution. The application of the
article did not pose any practical problems. The current situation in the

Bal kans al so called for prudence in that regard. Asked for its opinion

on the article, the Constitutional Court had declared that it should not be
interpreted as limting the right to political expression of persons bel ongi ng
to different ethnic, religious or linguistic conmunities. The question was
one of protecting constitutional order and State authority.
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32. On the subject of Bulgarian Muslinms, or Pomeks - a Bul garian word
meani ng “infidels”, used by Bulgarian Christians to describe fellow
Christians who had converted to Islamin the sixteenth, seventeenth and

ei ghteenth centuries - it was because of the pejorative connotation of the
termthat nost Bulgarian Muslinms did not wish to be identified as Ponaks;

t he Communi st regi ne had inposed a policy of forced assimlation on them

but they had been able to revert to their Arabic names after the fall of
Conmuni sm an option which ol der persons in particular had chosen. According
to experts, there were sone 200,000 Pomeks in Bulgaria. 1In the 1992 census,
70, 000 persons had identified thenselves as Bul garians of the Islamc faith,
and 35,000 as orthodox Bul garians: both groups had been |isted as Bul gari ans.
Approxi mately 60,000 other persons had identified thenselves as Bul gari an
Musl i ns, Bul gari an Mohamedans, Ponaks and the |ike. About 50,000 Pomaks who
were not of Turkish origin had identified thenselves as Turks, frequently in
the hope that they could thereby reach Turkey to escape the current economc
difficulties. Unlike the Bulgarian Turks, the Pomaks did not have their own
political organizations. Only three small groups conposed sol ely of Ponaks
had been formed. Recently, hundreds of Ponmaks had reconverted to Christianity
under the influence of an Evangelical novenent headed by Father Boyan Sariev.

33. M. RAIKOV (Bulgaria) said that he wished to provide informati on on the
qguestion of the Macedoni an mnority, which should be considered in a

hi storical context. One of the four regions of Bulgaria was called Macedoni a,
and the term “Macedoni an”, comonly used to designate inhabitants of that
region, had no ethnic neaning. The creation of a separate Macedoni an nation
was the idea of the Communi st International; it dated back to 1934 and had
been revived after the war, when Tito and the Bul gari an Communi st | eaders had
decided to create a federation of the Bal kans. A canpai gn had then been

| aunched to i npose a Macedonian ethnicity on the inhabitants of the Bul garian
regi on of Macedonia. A Macedoni an | anguage and al phabet had even been
created, by decree of 2 August 1945. 1In 1963 the Comuni st Party had
officially recognized the failure of that canpaign and, for the 1965 census,
had restored a fairly free process of ethnic self-identification

34. Bul gari a had been the first country to recognize the Republic of
Macedoni a. However, Bul garian public opinion, official institutions and
political parties were openly hostile to the idea that a so-called ethnic
Macedoni an group could exist in Bulgaria. The 1992 census had enabl ed
citizens to express their ethnic origin freely, but half the Roma comunity
had decl ared itself Bulgarian or of Turkish origin and a third of the Miuslim
Bul gari ans had said they were of Turkish origin. Sonme 3,019 Bul garians had
identified thensel ves as of Macedonian origin and 7,784 citizens had decl ared
a Macedoni an regional identity, while at the sane tine indicating that they
consi dered thensel ves Bul garians and that Bul garian was their nother tongue.

35. The majority of the 3,019 Bul gari ans who consi dered thensel ves of
Macedoni an origin lived in the region of the Pirin nmountain range of
Macedoni a, in south-western Bulgaria. They suffered no discrimnation in the
exercise of their fundamental rights and could stand for election. In
conformity with article 54 of the Constitution, which guaranteed the cultura
rights of every citizen, several publications in western Bulgaria were
advocating the idea of a separate Macedonian ethnic group in both the
Republ i ¢ of Macedoni a and Bul gari a.
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36. In conformty with articles 43 and 44 of the Constitution, which
procl ai med freedom of assenbly and of association, two cultural organizations
regi stered in 1995 were uphol di ng pro-Macedoni an views. Some newspapers from
t he Republic of Macedonia were available in Bulgaria. Certain historica
figures and events comrenorated by the Bul gari an Macedoni ans were officially
celebrated, as they were part of the collective menory of the entire nation
The native | anguage of that group was taught at school

37. Neverthel ess, in western Bulgaria, the Om I|linden group was demandi ng

a ban on all major parties in south-western Bulgaria, calling for an
international mlitary invasion of Bulgaria and withdrawal of the Bul garian
armed forces fromthe south-west, inciting ethnic hatred and nmeki ng statenents
agai nst the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Bulgaria. Recently, one
of its | eaders had been arrested in Petrich while attenpting to stage a
terrorist act.

38. On several occasions, the group had asked for official recognition. |Its
ainms were the creation of a united i ndependent Macedonian State, and it was
clear fromsome of its docunents that it was also threatening the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Greece and Al bani a.

39. The Bul gari an authorities had therefore on several occasions prohibited
Om Ilinden fromorganizing rallies but had authorized individuals who said
they were nenbers of that group to do so. Even so, the group continued to
pursue its political activities and was frequently reported on in the press.
The European Court of Human Rights had recently rejected as inadm ssible a
conpl aint | odged by the group

40. M. SOTI ROV (Bulgaria) said his Governnent woul d provide nore
i nformati on on the Russian, G eek, Armenian, Romanian and Jewi sh comrunities
inits next report.

41. Addi tional information had been sent in Septenber 1996 to

Amesty International on the inplenmentation of the Penal Code. It was true
that nore remained to be done to inprove the attitude of those in charge of
enforcing the law vis-a-vis certain comunities, and isol ated cases of
brutality were to be deplored. They were essentially due to the sonetines
i nadequat e enforcenent of certain |aws and not to a deliberate policy of
impunity. The size of the police force and its technical and financia
resources, were insufficient; the forces of |aw and order were not
sufficiently trained. Further |egislation would be needed to govern police
activities.

42. Wth reference to the inplenentation of article 5 of the Convention
Bul garia had submitted its report to the International Labour Organization
(ILO on the application of Convention No. 111 concerning discrimnation in
enpl oynment and occupation. The functions of the presidential adviser on
ethnic and religious issues were determ ned by the President hinself.

43. There was no organi zed xenophobia in Bulgaria. However, sporadic
mani f estati ons occurred and the authorities were doing everything possible to
prevent them and to punish those responsible.
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44, In relation to the Bul garian Turkish community, it was regrettable that
there were no tel evision broadcasts in the Turkish | anguage in Bulgaria. The
Tur ki sh popul ati on watched Turki sh tel evision broadcasts, and perhaps, as a
result, felt sonewhat apart from Bul gari an social and cultural life.

45, He agreed that sone of the points in paragraphs 23 and 24 overl apped.
The absence of an independent human rights conm ssion and an onbudsman for
human rights questions sonmewhat hanpered protection of human rights in

Bul garia. Nonetheless, the justice systemgenerally enabled those rights to
be realized

46. Under article 97 of the Code of Crimnal Procedure, anyone could
conplain of a violation of his rights and demand conpensation. Furthernore,
the Law on State Liability for HarmInflicted on Citizens was enforced in
full. 1n Novenber 1989, proceedings had been initiated to rehabilitate and
conpensate Bul garian citizens whose rights had been viol ated under the
totalitarian regine. Under the 1991 Law on Amesty and the Restitution of
Sequestered Properties, a nunber of acts had been ammestied and were no | onger
subject to crimnal proceedings, as they had been since 1945.

47. The 1991 Law on Civil and Political Vindication of Repressed
(Persecuted) Persons, as applied to the period between 1944 and 1989, neant
that those concerned could be conpensated. Like M. Banton, he believed that
representatives of ethnic mnorities should play a role in conbating crinmne.

48. The 1991 Constitution proclainmed the primacy of international |aw
over donestic law. Article 5, paragraph 4, of the Constitution defined
international law as international treaties that had been ratified,
promul gated and nmade effective by the Republic of Bulgaria. Thus, the
nornms of customary international |aw and the decisions of internationa
organi zations or courts did not take precedence over donestic |aw.

49. Rel i gi ous groups could be officially recognized. After 1989, many
religious nmovenents and sects had appeared in Bulgaria. However, some of them
were involved in activities directed against the rights and freedons of the
popul ation. Legislation called for religious organizations to be registered
in conformty with the provisions of existing international instruments. Sone
organi zati ons, however, had been registered under the Fam |y and Persons Act,
which regul ated the activities of non-profit organi zations. |In order to
prevent abuse of the law, the Parlianent had anmended it in February 1994.

The new article, 133 (a), stipulated that the registration of religious

associ ations was subject to approval by the Council of Mnisters. Follow ng
that reform nore than 30 associations had been registered. The organizations
whose requests for registration had been turned down were in fact banned in
many ot her countries. The organi zations concerned were entitled to chall enge
the legality of the registration procedure before the Supreme Court.

50. Rel i gi ous beliefs posed no problem for integration in Bulgaria.

51. M. ABOUL-NASR, referring to the Pomaks, said that the forced conversion
of Christians to Islamin the sixteenth, seventeenth and ei ghteenth centuries
had been the consequence of Otoman col onialismand not of Koranic |aw. The
Koran obliged Miuslins to pay a tax, the zakat. The Government should do
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everything in its power to prevent the people from being prejudi ced agai nst
the Pomaks. It was tine to ook to the future and resist nmaking religion a
source of trouble or supporting the extrem sts' argunents.

52. M. WOFRUM said the answers provided by the Bul garian del egati on shoul d
be incorporated into the next periodic report. It was clear that the economc
and social situation of the Roma was worse than that of other Bul garian
conmunities and that the Governnent should do sonmething to inprove the
situation. Those in charge of enforcing the | aw should be nade aware of the
needs of mnority groups.

53. He requested additional information on the restitution of property
confiscated under the former reginme from nmenbers of certain mnorities. Had
those persons recovered their property, or not? Regarding the Bul garian
Turks, the Governnent shoul d encourage Bul garian television broadcasts in
Turkish. He welcomed the fruitful dialogue that the Bul garian del egation had
held with the Conmttee and the substantial information it had provided.

54. M. SOTIROV (Bulgaria) agreed with M. Aboul-Nasr that religion should
not be the source of conflicts or passion. The next report would contain
replies to the other questions raised by the Cormittee.

55. The CHAI RMAN said that the Committee had concluded its consideration of
the twelfth to fourteenth periodic reports of Bulgaria.

56. The del egation of Bulgaria w thdrew.

The neeting rose at 1.10 p. m




