NATIONS CERD

International Convention on

L. . Distr.
the Elimination GENERAL
of all Forms of CERDY O SR, 1224
Racial Discrimination 3 Decenber 1997
ENGL| SH

Original: FRENCH

COW TTEE ON THE ELI M NATI ON OF RACI AL DI SCRI M NATI ON
Fifty-first session
SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 1224t h MEETI NG

Hel d at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on Friday, 8 August 1997, at 3 p.m

Chai rman: M. BANTON

CONTENTS

CONS| DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COWMMENTS AND | NFORMATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (conti nued)

Twel fth periodic report of Sweden

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working | anguages. They
shoul d be set forth in a nmenorandum and al so incorporated in a copy of the
record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this docunent to
the Oficial Records Editing Section, roomE. 4108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Any corrections to the records of the public nmeetings of the Commttee
at this session will be consolidated in a single corrigendumto be issued
shortly after the end of the session

GE. 97-17734 (E)



CERD/ ¢/ SR. 1224
page 2

The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 5) (continued)

Twel fth periodic report of Sweden (CERD/ C/ 280/ Add. 4; HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 4)

1. At the invitation of the Chairnman, M. Magnuson, M. Perklev and
M. Lindqgvist (Sweden) took places at the Committee table.

2. M. MAGNUSON (Sweden) pointed out that, in just a few decades,
Sweden had become a nulticultural society, to the point where first- and
second- generation inmmgrants now made up nearly 20 per cent of its population

3. The Swedi sh Government, which was convinced that effective integration
of refugees and imm grants was an essential basis for good ethnic rel ations,
had for a number of years had reason to believe that that goal was being

achi eved through its policies. However, since the end of the 1980s, the

i ntegration process had encountered increasing difficulties: imrgrants
appeared to be in a | ess favourable situation than the rest of the popul ation
their situation tended to grow worse and, as in other European countries,
their integration had proved to be a nore conplex process than had initially
been thought.

4. The Swedi sh Governnment considered the inprovenment of its integration
policies to be one of its nobst inportant tasks, and was convinced that it had
to do whatever was necessary to ensure that equality and tol erance woul d
prevail, not only in principle but also in practice. That called for the
adoption of new policies in different areas of society and at different

| evel s, accompani ed by changes in the adm nistrative structure. 1In

Sept enber 1997, a major bill on new integration policies was to be submtted
to the Swedish parlianment. It had been drawn up largely on the basis of the
report by the commi ssion assigned the task of review ng Swedish integration
polici es.

5. The Act against Ethnic Discrimnation had come into force

on 1 July 1994. Anopng other things, it should have resulted in a nunber
of charges being brought for ethnic discrimnmnation at the workpl ace, but
proceedi ngs had been initiated in just one case, and the Covernnent was
consi dering amendi ng the Act once a full review of its application had been
conpl eted in Decenber 1997. The situation of immgrants and refugees on
the | abour market was crucial to their integration, and it was consi dered
increasingly inportant that the ethnic conposition in the workplace shoul d
reflect that of the population as a whole. Various initiatives had been
taken, with enpl oyers and trade unions often acting in concert. The
Governnent, for its part, would take steps beginning in autum 1997, to

i ncrease the nunber of enployees with a foreign background in the civi
servi ce.

6. Expressions of racial or ethnic violence were rare in Sweden, but the
Governnment, convinced that it should do everything possible to avert them had
commi ssioned the Director-General of the National Council for Crine Prevention
to analyse racially or ethnically notivated crine and its causes and to nake
sui t abl e proposal s.
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7. To inprove the situation of the Roma, which was |ess favourable than
that of the rest of the popul ation, the Governnent had appointed a working
group, which included representatives of that ethnic community. The
Governnment was in the process of studying the group's report, which
specifically proposed that the Roma should play a nore active role in
efforts made to inprove their situation

8. Lastly, Sweden had established a coordination committee for the European
Year agai nst Racism which was chaired by a former deputy prime mnister

9. Turning to nore specific matters, he said that the National Council for
Crime Prevention had published its report on crinme anong i mmgrants, which
confirmed the provisional findings of the twelfth periodic report of Sweden
immgrants were clearly overrepresented anong crinme suspects, although there
were significant variations between inmgrant groups fromdifferent countries;
second- generation inmmigrants were not as overrepresented as those of the
first generation, and 85 per cent of imrgrants had not conmtted any

of fences whatever during the period under review

10. The security police had presented a report on acts of violence,
including racial crinmes, committed in Sweden in 1994 and 1995. The statistics
did not lend thenselves to conparison, as the collection nethods had changed,
but they did not appear to indicate any alarm ng increase in that type of
crimnality in Smeden. The report, which was the first of its kind, reflected
the introduction of a new system under which the police were to report any

of fence which supposedly had a racial notivation and which therefore nmade it
possible to nmonitor the situation nore closely. In 1995 there had been no
convictions for agitation against ethnic groups, although two persons had

been convicted of unlawful discrimnation

11. In October 1996 the Suprene Court had ruled that the wearing of
traditional Nazi synbols in public could be considered as agitation agai nst
an ethnic group, and was therefore a punishabl e of fence under the Penal Code.
That woul d appear to obviate the need for the new provision that the
Government had pl anned to adopt when it had drawn up the twelfth report
(para. 84).

12. M. YUTZIS (Country Rapporteur) said he would await publication, in

Cct ober 1997, of the report by the National Council for Crine Prevention and,
i n Decenber 1997, of the review of the Act against Ethnic Discrimnation
before raising certain questions. He noted with interest the Suprene Court
ruling which had established a | egal precedent under which the wearing of Nazi
synmbol s was equi val ent to propaganda.

13. Referring to paragraph 5 of the report under consideration, he asked

why Sweden had no legal definition of mnority status when the country

acknowl edged the presence of at |east three mnority groups. There was also a
contradiction between the end of that paragraph, which stated that the socia
situation of those mnorities did not differ significantly fromthat of the
majority, and the end of paragraph 7, according to which the position of the
Roma was | ess favourable than that of the rest of the population. The specia
situation of the Tornedal Finns was also worthy of nention, for that mnority
group had lived for centuries on the Finnish-Swedi sh border and was no doubt
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wel | represented in | ocal bodies, but had not been recognized by Sweden as a
linguistic mnority. Wile the Swedi sh Governnment had confirmed the specia
status of Finnish and announced plans for bilingual education, Sweden had
still not ratified the Council of Europe Charter for Regional or Mnority
Languages of 1992. Mbreover the Roma, who were regarded not as a distinct
mnority but rather as inmmgrants, appeared to have fewer rights than other
categories of imm grants and were dependent on social welfare. [In that sense,
it was disconcerting to note that paragraph 14 stated that imm grants were
worse off than Swedes in nobst areas of society and that the gap was w dening.

14. Turning to the application of article 2 of the Convention, and nore
specifically to the reference, in paragraph 22 of the report, to section 22,
par agraph 10 of the Swedish Instrunent of Governnent (protection agai nst

physi cal violations), he asked why the Prosecutor-General had refused to take
action in the case of Sergio Nigreti, an Italian citizen injured while being
held in solitary confinenent in Sweden in 1993, and why the request for asylum
by Monica Castillo Paez, who had arrived in Sweden in 1990, had been rejected,
for the new positive refugee |egislation adopted in January 1997 specifically
provi ded for the possibility of granting political asylumto persons who woul d
be in danger if they returned to their countries.

15. He noted, with regard to articles 2 and 4 of the Convention - which
shoul d be taken together, because they were inextricably linked - that a
rather | arge nunber of racist political, university and other organizations
had apparently been established in Sweden. Those organi zati ons, which
advocated a neo-Nazi ideology, had attacked Jew sh property, synagogues and
cenmeteries, yet the authorities had not carried out any arrests or confiscated
their publications, which remained in circulation. Neo-Nazi ideas were also
di ssem nated i n another way, which was all the nore dangerous because of its
enoti onal appeal, nanely, through the nusic of certain rock groups. O the
some 250 European groups, Sweden had nore than 50. Sone of their prompters
had obvi ously established Iinks with cult nagazines and recordi ng conpani es
to produce conpact discs pronoting neo-Nazi ideology. Even Sony had

become invol ved through its subsidiary DADC, which had produced CDs for

over 25 groups. G ven the size of the conpanies involved and the nunber of
concerts held, the authorities could not possibly have been unaware of what
was going on, especially as a |large nunmber of German and English groups with
such provocative nanes as “Das Reich”, “No Renpbrse” and “Brutal Attack” were
meeting with success in Sweden. The application of the Convention would

i nevitably suffer.

16. As for the situation of the Sam s, he observed that although they had
a Parliament, the Instrunment of Governnment did not accord them any specia
status. The Governnment maintained that the rights of the Sam s were
protected, just as were those of all Swedes, and that it was thus pointless
for the Instrunent of Government to provide themw th specific protection
Mor eover, as was stated in the previous report (CERD/ C/ 239/ Add. 1), the
recognition of the Sam | anguage as an official |anguage woul d be extrenely
costly. He was neverthel ess of the opinion that the Sanmi s should be granted
mnority status, and their |anguage officially recognized. He also wondered
why the Sam s' special hunting and fishing rights could be restricted while
their exclusive right of reindeer-breeding was guaranteed, for they too were
based on usufruct, a protected right that had been sancti oned since tine
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i menorial. According to paragraph 61 of the report, conpensati on was

provi ded for persons injured by expropriation, but whereas it was possible to
calculate the loss suffered by a breeder unable to produce and market reindeer
meat, it was inpossible to assess the |osses incurred by those who could no

| onger use the land for hunting and fishing, or who had to conpete in their
traditional hunting grounds with hunters whose nethods - involving the use of
dogs - were prejudicial to them The Governnment undoubtedly wanted to ensure
equal hunting and fishing rights for all citizens, but in so doing it deprived
the Sam s of control over those activities.

17. The right to practise the religion of one's choice was of interest to
the Committee, insofar as the religions of mnorities were often different
fromthose of the majority. In countries such as Sweden which had a State
religion, he knew from experience that there was a great tenptation to attach
nore inmportance to that religion than to the others; that would inevitably
create problems for the faithful of minority religions. 1In his view, the
principle of State religion should be abolished throughout the world.

18. M. GARVALOV congratul ated Sweden on the efforts it had nmade to curb
raci smboth within the country and outside, as well as on the statenent

made in paragraph 2 of its report that Sweden had “in just a few decades
developed ... to a multicultural society”. Few countries could say as much.

19. He asked for clarification with regard to paragraph 3, which indicated
the size of the “larger groups” of foreign origin living in Sweden. That
designation was far fromsatisfactory, for while the question of imrgrants,
refugees and mnorities was discussed later in the report, the conposition and
nature of those “larger groups” were never specified. Furthernore, neither
the Roma, nor the Tornedal Finns, nor yet the Sam s were mentioned anong those
groups, although the Sam's, for exanple, nunmbered between 25,000 and 30, 000.

20. Sweden had considered ratifying the European Charter for Regional or

M nority Languages and the Framework Convention for the Protection of Nationa
Mnorities. Had it decided to ratify them and if so, had it defined the term
“national mnority”?

21. According to paragraphs 9 and 11, Sweden's policy in conbating racism
and ethnic discrimnation was based on integration, which it distinguished
fromassimlation, and to which there was no alternative. It would therefore

seemthat imm grants, refugees and nenbers of ethnic mnorities had to
integrate if they wanted to enjoy equal opportunities and remain in Sweden

Yet many countries in Europe and el sewhere were nore flexible, and Conmmittee
menbers themsel ves had stated repeatedly, both individually and collectively,
that the equality of various ethnic groups could and should be achieved by
specific | egislation safeguarding their ethnicity, |anguage and nati ona
heritage. Were the Sam s, the Tornedal Finns and the Roma considered to be
integrated? If that were the case, how could that be reconciled with the idea
of ratifying the European Charter and Convention?

22. Par agraphs 14, 17 and 38 of the report clearly stated that the gap was
wi deni ng bet ween refugees and inm grants on the one hand and Swedes on the

ot her, that unenpl oynent, segregation and racismwere the nost al arm ng
problems currently faced by society, and that the nunber of racial crinmes had
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been rising since 1980. Yet paragraphs 158 and 159 clainmed that xenophobia
had declined slightly, and that the majority of the popul ati on appeared to
have a tolerant or positive attitude towards inmgrants. As xenophobia was
one aspect of racism it was difficult to reconcile those contradictory
statenents.

23. The various concrete neasures that Sweden had al ready taken, together
with those described in paragraphs 137 and 157 of the report, were, in his
view, on the whole, praiseworthy.

24, Ms. ZOU, referring to the | ast sentence of paragraph 7, asked what
Sweden was doing to guarantee the Rona minority access to education - and thus
to enploynent - and to inprove their living conditions. |In paragraph 101 the
Gover nment had described sonme of the steps it had taken to pronote the entry
of refugees and imm grants into the | abour market, but in the |ight of

enpl oyers' reluctance to hire them she thought those efforts were stil

i nadequate. She wel coned the information given in paragraph 112 about what
the Governnent was doing to resolve housing segregation problens affecting
certain mnorities, and asked for information on the findings of the
government comm ssion responsible for drawi ng up housing policies which was
due to conplete its work in Septenber 1996.

25. Wth regard to the increase in the nunber of racist crimes reported in
par agraph 38, she would like to know whether the courts had dealt with any
cases of racism as well as the nunber and outconme of such cases, if any, and
whet her the Government had carried out an in-depth study of such crines so as
to be in a better position to prevent their occurrence. She noted, as had
M. Garval ov, the contradiction between that paragraph and paragraphs 158

and 159 and requested an expl anation

26. M. de GOUTTES conmended the Swedi sh del egation on the quality of its
twel fth periodic report, which took into account the Committee's guidelines on
formand content. Sweden's report reveal ed that the country had experienced a
far-reaching transformati on because, after having |long been ethnically
honmogenous, it had in just a few decades becone a nulticultural society, with
the problens that that inevitably entailed, nanely, reservations on the part
of the Swedi sh popul ati on about inmmigration and the energence of social and
econom ¢ indications of non-integration, including enploynent and housing
probl ems, unenpl oynent, crinme and drug addiction. It also contained sone very
useful information on the provisions of the Penal Code designed to curb racia
di scrimnation, as well as on the various bodies and institutions established
to conbat racial and ethnic discrimnation

27. Wth regard to the question of inmmigration, paragraph 17 referred to the
bill on new integration policies that the Government had intended to submit to
Parliament in early 1997. It would be useful to know a little nore about the

nature of that bill and what had happened to it. He also requested

i nformati on about the conclusions of the reports of the Immgration Board
mentioned in paragraph 110, concerning the difficulties encountered by

i mm grants and refugees on the | abour market. He asked what action had been
taken on the policy docunent drawn up by the National Police Board, which had
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stressed that the police service needed nore officers belonging to ethnic
mnorities, and whether there were any statistics on the nunber of police
officers fromethnic mnorities or inmgrant groups.

28. Wth regard to the Act against Ethnic Discrimnation, it was stated in
par agraph 47 of the report that section 8 of the Act prohibited enployers from
di sregardi ng job applicants because of racial or ethnic considerations.
However, the prohibition applied only if the enployer hired sonmeone other than
the person subjected to discrimnation. Did that nmean that a refusal to hire
or recruit a person on racial grounds was not in itself considered an offence
as |long as another person was not hired? A limtation of that nature m ght
wel |l let discrimnation go unpunished.

29. Referring to statistics on racially notivated crinmes, he noted that
according to paragraph 76 of the report the police intended to submt reports
presenting nore reliable informati on on the nunber of such crimes in the
spring of 1997 and asked whet her those reports were now avail abl e.

30. Final ly, he asked whet her the Onbudsman mentioned in paragraphs 42

et _seq. was in any way associated with the drafting of the periodical report,
and whet her the Governnent could assign to the Orbudsman the task of

di ssemi nating and publicizing the periodic reports submtted to the Commttee,
along with the Comnm ttee's observations and concl usi ons?

31. M. WO FRUM said he was struck by the fact that, as indicated in

par agraph 32 of the report, section 9 of the Swedi sh Penal Code provided for

t he puni shment of any businessman who, in the conduct of his business,

di scri m nated agai nst an enpl oyee, while paragraph 101 of the report referred
to measures ai ned at encouragi ng enpl oyers to hire non-Scandi navi an i mm grants
and refugees. Surely there was a contradiction between those two approaches.

32. He wel comed the neasures nentioned in paragraph 61 for the protection of
the Sam peopl e against expropriation of the |land on which they bred reindeer
particularly as their right to do so was based nerely on usufruct and as in
nmost | egal systens expropriation applied only to property. It was to be hoped
that the Government would continue to protect that activity, which was
essential to the preservation of Sam culture. On the sane subject, he said
it was his understanding that the Sami Parlianment was basically an advisory
body, and asked whether it also had any decisi on-maki ng powers and, if so, in
which fields. Mreover, why had Sweden waited so | ong before establishing a
Sam Parlianment?

33. It was interesting to note in paragraph 82 that on 1 July 1994 a new
provi sion of the Penal Code had entered into force, inposing nore severe

puni shment for racist crines. However, the |ast sentence of paragraph 83 ("It
is therefore not possible for a racist organization to exercise any activities
wi t hout breaking the |aw') was puzzling. Did it mean that Sweden was
attenpting in a roundabout way to apply article 4 (b) of the Convention, or
was there another provision in the Penal Code that prohibited racist
activities? It appeared that article 4 (b) was not being fully applied, and
as Sweden had not entered any reservations, clarification would be
appreci at ed.
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34. The fact that foreigners in Sweden had been able to vote in |loca

el ections was a positive step which very few countries had taken. However,
voter participation in such elections was declining steadily, as was clear
fromthe table in paragraph 92 of the report. Wat explained that decline?
Sweden had al so introduced exenpl ary education programres in the | anguages of
i mm grants al though, according to certain sources, funds for those progranmes
had been severely cut in the past three years. He asked whether that was the
case.

35. In conclusion, he noted that there was a State religion in Sweden,
nanely, Lutheran protestantism \While that was quite normal, it was strange,
if not discrimnatory, that everyone, including inmmgrants not belonging to
that religion, was obliged to pay a tax to the church. He requested
clarification of that obligation even though he had heard that there were
plans to abolish it in 2001 or 2002, subject to Parlianmentary approval.

36. M. VALENCI A RODRI GUEZ noted with satisfaction that Sweden recogni zed
the multicultural character of its society and that the entire popul ation of
the country enjoyed equal rights. However, paragraphs 7 and 14 reveal ed that
the Roma and inmgrants were in a |l ess favourable situation than the rest of
the popul ati on. What was being done to help those groups overcone their
difficulties, and what were the results? Did Sweden plan to do sonmething to
provi de nmore precise statistics on the size of mnority groups in the country,
and specifically of the Tornedal Finns, the Roma and the Sam people?

37. It was difficult to understand the term “unlawful discrimnation” used
i n paragraph 32. Ws the neaning the sane as in paragraph 48 - treatnent
notivated by differences that were not based on objective grounds? Wo would
be able to decide quite inpartially whether or not discrimnation was

unl awful ? Wuld that be the privilege of the enployer? He also requested
clarification of the term*®“anti-racist counter-violence”, used in

par agraph 38, and asked exactly what steps had been taken by the
Prosecutor-CGeneral to conbat racist crinmes.

38. Noting that paragraphs 60 to 69 dealt at length with the functions and
responsibilities of the Sam Parliament, he said it would be interesting to
have nore detailed informati on about the social, economc and cul tura
measures which were being considered to inprove the situation of the Sam s
He al so asked whether the Government intended to increase the scope of
nmeasures already adopted in favour of that mnority.

39. According to paragraph 75, statistics for 1993 indicated that attacks on
ref ugees had not been organi zed. How had the Covernnent reacted to that
situation and with what results? Moreover, which |egislative provisions

prohi bited the existence of racist organi zations as such

40. He too was concerned about he decline in voter participation anong
foreigners in |ocal elections. Had any efforts been nmade to deterni ne why
that was so and had anything been done to reverse the trend?

41. M. LECHUGA HEVI A noted that, according to the report, npst Roma were
Swedi sh citizens and therefore enjoyed conplete equality of rights and
obligations, and yet it was recognized, at the end of paragraph 7, that the
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soci al position of the Roma was | ess favourable than that of the rest of the
popul ati on. Mreover, paragraph 11 stated that racismcould be effectively
counteracted only if everyone was dealt with on an equal footing, yet
according to paragraph 14, the conmmi ssion assigned to review integration
policies had concluded that inmgrants were worse off than Swedes in nost
areas of society. How could those contradictions be explai ned?

42. He asked what was nmeant by the term “unl awful discrimnation” in
paragraph 32 and said he failed to understand the statistics presented in
par agraph 39, which had been collected by the National Council for Crine
Prevention, or the connection between that paragraph and the application of
the Convention. Moreover, referring to article 4, he raised a question
applicable to all European countries that did not respect the provisions of
that article: why were steps not taken to prohibit racist organizations?

43. M. DIACONU noted with satisfaction the nany adm nistrative and

| egi sl ative nmeasures and the initiatives of society in general which had been
taken to inplenent the Convention. However, he noted that although racist
propaganda and vi ol ence were puni shabl e under Swedi sh [ aw, raci st

organi zati ons were not forbidden, that could only lead to problens in ensuring
the application of the Convention

44, M. Diaconu was pleased to note that section 1 of the Act Against Ethnic
Di scrimnation contained a definition of discrimnation that was nore conplete
than the one in the Convention, and wel coned the appointnment, under section 2
of the Act, of an Orbudsman to conbat ethnic discrimnation in the workpl ace
and in other fields. Under section 8, enployers could not turn down a job
applicant for discrimnatory reasons, but that provision was only applicable

i f another person was hired in place of the person subjected to

di scrimnation. He wondered what would happen if all the applicants for a
given job were rejected for discrimnatory reasons. |t mght be better to
sanction discrimnatory recruitnment, rather than its consequences. Having
said that, the Act was praiseworthy in that it gave unsuccessful job
applicants and training and pronotion candi dates the right to receive
informati on fromthe enployer in witing on the conparable qualifications of

t he candi date sel ected.

45, Wth regard to the application of article 5 of the Convention, he

wel conmed the fact that the Samis were offered education in their nother tongue
and in Swedish. He would appreciate further information on simlar
opportunities offered to other mnority groups and on their situation, and
specifically information regardi ng unenpl oynent and the proportion of youths
in those groups. He also requested additional information on the ethnic
conmposition of the popul ati on and asked how many persons in Sweden had been
born to i nmmgrants.

46. According to paragraph 5 of the report, there was no official text in
Sweden whi ch described a specific group as being a national mnority. Yet the
sanme paragraph stated that three groups could be considered to fulfil the
criteria of being mnority groups, nanely the Tornedal Finns, the Roma and the
i ndi genous Sami people. What criteria were used? The question was all the
nore pertinent because section 15 of the Instrunent of Government stipul ated
that no statute or regulation could cause unfair treatment of a citizen on the



CERD/ ¢/ SR. 1224
page 10

grounds of his belonging to a minority. It would appear to be difficult to
ensure application of that section w thout having defined the concept of a
mnority.

47. The CHAI RMAN, speaking as a nmenber of the Committee, said he had
recently visited a school near Stockhol mwhere 95 per cent of the students
were foreign born. In the light of the Commttee's general reconmendation XX
on article 3, the Chairman considered that to be a formof domicile-related
segregation which shoul d have been nentioned in paragraph 70 of the report, in
which it was affirmed that there was no racial segregation or apartheid in
Sweden. The school teachers had told himthat children of immgrants, and
especi ally those of Turkish origin, did not have the possibility of watching
Swedi sh tel evision programmes at hone, as their parents had satellite dishes
to receive Turkish television programmes. Wen the Convention was bei ng drawn
up it had admttedly been inpossible to imagine that the nmedia, as a result of
technol ogi cal advances, would in sone cases, contribute to the perpetuation of
segregation. In that connection he observed that article 1, paragraph 1 of
the Convention referred to discrimnation in public life, and not in private
life.

48. M. SHAH noted with satisfaction that the Swedi sh Governnment was taking
steps to pronote the better integration of immgrants, and that foreigners who
had resided for over three years in Sweden had the right to run for office and
to vote in local elections. He further welconmed the fact that, in severa
areas, foreigners residing in Sweden had parity of status wi th Swedi sh
citizens, and asked how many imrigrants fromthe groups nmentioned in

par agraph 3 had acquired Swedi sh citizenship. He further noted with interest
that in Sweden there were many different kinds of rmultiracial associations

whi ch had existed for some tine, nany of which engaged in activities that were
aimed at facilitating the integration of immgrants into Swedi sh society. 1In
addition, the authorities provided funding for the projects and activities of
such organi zations, which was in conformty with article 2 (e) of the
Convention; very few States did that sort of thing.

49. He woul d appreciate additional information on the functions of the Sani
Parliament and on the proportion of Samis in the public service. The question
of the Roma, the majority of whom had Swedi sh citizenship according to the
report, but whose attachment to traditions did not enable themto becone fully
integrated into Swedish society, should be further exam ned by the Committee.

50. Ms. SADIQ ALI noted that Swedish |egislation reflected nost of the
provisions of article 4 of the Convention. However, the report said nothing
about the application of article 4 (c). Did the Orbudsman agai nst Et hnic

Di scrimnation also ensure that the authorities and public institutions did
not pronote or incite racial discrimnation?

51. After the Chernobyl nuclear disaster, Sweden had drawn attention to its
har nf ul consequences for the Sam reindeer-breeding population. Had the Sam s
recei ved any conpensation? Had they been resettled?
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52. M. YUTZIS noted with satisfaction that in July 1996 the Swedi sh police
had confi scated conpact discs in Uppsala, and that the manager of the “Tapes

wi th danger” conpany which had distributed the CDs had been charged with the

distribution of texts hostile to ethnic minorities.

53. M. SHERIFIS wel coned the fact that Sweden was one of the few countries
in the world where foreigners had the right to stand for office and vote in

| ocal elections. However, he noted with concern that voter participation
anong foreigners was falling. He would Iike to know why, and how many
foreigners actually stood for office in such elections. He also asked what
was the proportion of Swedes of foreign origin who occupied or had occupied
hi gh-1 evel posts in the public adm nistration

54. M. Sherifis said he was concerned about the xenophobia which had
energed in Sweden. It was, of course, also energing in other countries, but
the Committee could rightfully expect much of Sweden, which had al ways been in
the forefront of the struggle against racial discrimnation. In conclusion

he asked whether the authorities dissemnm nated the excellent report on the
application of the Convention anong the public, along with the Conmittee's
concl usi ons and reconmendati ons.

The neeting rose at 5.50 p. m




