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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (conti nued)

Second periodic report of the Netherlands (continued)
(E/ 1990/ 6/ Add. 11, 12 and 13; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 66, 67 and 68;
E/ C. 12/ Q NET/ 1)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the del egation of the Netherl ands
took places at the Conmittee table.

Article 12 (continued)

2. M. SADI said that the Netherlands Government appeared to have achi eved
a dramatic success in reducing al cohol consunption in the country over the
past decade. He wondered whether simlar policies were being applied in
connection with snmoking and the consunption of drugs. In a second question
relating to the use of pesticides, insecticides and other chemcals in
agriculture, he asked whether the Netherlands Governnent was pursuing an
affirmative policy to pronote organically grown agricultural produce.

3. M. ANTANOVI CH asked whet her the Governnent's al cohol licensing bill had
al ready been introduced in Parlianment, and if so, how it had been received.
Referring to question 59 of the Iist of issues (E/C 12/ Q NET/1), he asked how

the AIDS situation had devel oped since 1995. Was the epidem c still spreading
rapidly?
4, M. TEXIER inquired into the health situation of prison inmates. Was

medi cal care di spensed by special prison doctors or by ordinary doctors from
outside? He understood that the Mnistry of Justice was planning to introduce
certain inprovenments and wondered where matters currently stood.

5. M. RIEDEL, also referring to the question of health care for the prison
popul ati on, said he understood that the National Onbudsman had expressed
concern at the fact that menbers of prison nedical staff were also required to
carry out certain | aw enforcement tasks. What had been done to renmedy that
situation in the two years since the report had been prepared?

6. M. WMR, noting that the positions of European countries on the
gquestion of drug policy varied wi dely, asked whether the Netherl ands
Government was contenpl ating any change in its position in the |ight of new
devel opnents within the European Union

7. M. POTMAN (Net herlands), replying to the |ast question, said that he
could not go into the political aspects of his country's drugs policies, which
went beyond the scope of the Convention. He was, however, able to confirm
that his country was fully in line with those of its European Union partners.
If, at sonme tinme in the past, relations with France and other countries had
been |l ess than perfect in that respect, he could assure the Commttee that al
was now in order and a fruitful, practical dialogue was taking place with
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France and ot her European Union (EU) countries. While it was not yet possible
to speak of an all-European drugs policy, the EU countries were working
towards one. A grow ng acceptance of certain successes of the Dutch approach
had recently been noted in countries such as Germany, Bel gium and the

Uni ted Ki ngdom

8. As pointed out earlier, that approach was based on a combi nati on of

heal th care and harm reducti on neasures, with private consunption of marijuana
receiving the lowest priority in terns of prosecution. Pragmatismwas the
keyword of his Governnent's policies, which were based on the recognition

that drug use fornmed part of nodern society and that an exclusive focus on
suppression and | aw enforcenent brought no results unless it was combi ned

wi th nmeasures on the demand side. Having said that, however, he wi shed to
enphasi ze that policies operated in the Netherlands could not be directly
copied in countries with a different social structure, such as France.

9. Ms. GORIS (Netherlands), replying to a question raised by M. Ahmed at
the previous neeting, said that a new system governing access to health care
for illegal inmmgrants was to conme into force in July 1998. At present,

access to nedical assistance and health-care facilities was open to everyone
in the country, irrespective of their residence status. However, the patient
was in principle liable for the costs of any health care received. Persons
wi t hout health insurance and unable to afford nedical help could obtain such
hel p under the National Assistance Act. The new system which Iinked

resi dence status with benefit entitlenent, was not intended to nake health
care inaccessible to illegal inmgrants, but only to keep the costs of medica
care for that sector of the popul ation separate fromthe rest. Under the new
system it would be up to the nmedical practitioner to decide whether health
care was essential in view of the individual's nental or physical condition

10. In some cases, the care provider would be able to obtain rei nbursenent
froma newly founded private fund, to which the Governnent was to contribute
the sumof 11 billion guilders a year. Essential cases would include

life-threatening diseases, diseases involving a threat to the health of third
parties, infectious diseases, serious psychol ogical disorders, and maternity
and infant health care. An evaluation of the new system woul d be conducted
after two years

11. Replying to M. Sadi's question on the use of pesticides and ot her
chemi cals, she said that the Netherlands had no specific policy other than
that reflected in legislation at the EU level. On the subject of AIDS, she
said that, contrary to earlier fears, the disease had not developed into a
full-scale epidenmic. The total number of diagnosed cases by 1 January 1997
had been 4,288, the assunption being that sone 70 per cent of patients had
died. The nost recent statistical material showed a decrease in the nunber
of honbsexual nmen with AIDS; an increase was, however, observed anong

het er osexual wonen.

12. Answers to other questions would be provided at the next neeting.
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Article 13

13. M. POTMAN ( Net herl ands), replying to suggestions that his Governnent
shoul d endeavour to make secondary education free of charge, said that, in
his view, a Governnent's first responsibility was to ensure that secondary
education was provided to all those who qualified and that no one was forced
out of secondary education for financial reasons. That was precisely what
the Netherl ands Governnent was doing. On the question of free education

the views of Parlianment and of society at large had to be taken into
consideration. It could be argued that beyond the school -1 eaving age, which
in the Netherlands was 16 years, the nature of government responsibility
changed and the decision concerning further education should be left to the
parents and children. Another argument of a basically political kind related
to the extent to which society should invest in educating its human potenti al
There again, the Governnent's mmjor concern was to ensure the availability of
hi gher education to all individuals qualified to receive it.

14. M. RIEDEL, referring to paragraph 275 of the report (E 1990/6/Add.1),
asked who deci ded whether a child should receive ordinary or special primry
education. Were both forns of education free of charge in line with the
Covenant? Referring to paragraph 298, he asked whether the adm ssions boards
whi ch deci ded whether or not a pupil should be admtted to secondary schoo
were required to consult the views of the parents. The decision was crucia
to the child's future and changing a fait acconpli was always difficult. What
was the Governnment's position in that regard? Referring to paragraph 278,

whi ch spoke of neasures designed to reduce truancy, he asked whet her inposing
fines had yielded any results. Noting that ethnic mnorities accounted for a
| arge share of school truancy cases in his own country, he asked whether the
same was true of the Netherl ands.

15. Turning to the subject of higher education, he asked whether the

i ntroduction of a systemof interest-free student | oans that had to be repaid
by students who failed to graduate had affected the study choi ces of wonen
students and of students from|ower and m ddl e-incone groups. Had it affected
the nunber of students actually admitted to university, and was there now a
trend away fromuniversity studies? Wat was the standard total budget for
the average student in the Netherl ands?

16. Did the different scale of tuition fees established for part-tine
students and students wi thout grants, to which the delegation had referred the
previ ous day in connection with the “pol der nodel”, nean that there would be

no progressive introduction of free education, which should be provided under
article 13.2 (c) of the Covenant?

17. It appeared fromall the material provided, including that fromthe
NGOs, that by progressively changing the status quo the Government had

wor sened the situation in respect of the undertaking to which it was bound by
international law. It was precisely that international |aw obligation which
shoul d progressively be realized, and since the econom c situation was so nuch
better than in the period 1975-1978 when the change had been introduced, there
shoul d be no increase in those figures.



E/ C. 12/ 1998/ SR 15
page 5

18. M. THAPALI A asked, agai nst the background of article 13.2 (a) and (b)
of the Covenant, of the Conmentary by the Dutch section of the Internationa
Commi ssion of Jurists concerning paragraph 319 of the second periodic report
of the Netherlands, as reproduced in the Country Analysis (E/ C 12/ A/ NET/1),
and of information on tuition fee increases provided by a Students

organi zation in a letter to the Chairman of the Commttee, how the

Net her | ands' educational policy conplied with the principle of free education.
Did the policy of accessibility to higher education not constitute a
retrogressive step in relation to the standards of the Covenant? Had the
Government i ntroduced human rights education for the arned forces, police and
prison authorities? Lastly, with reference to the Governnent's reply to
guestion 19 of the list of issues, what percentage of the budget was all ocated
to the education of physically and nentally disabled children and what was the
nunber of children involved?

19. M. CRISSA said that in view of the correlation between the |evels of
education and enpl oynent, the Conmittee would find it useful to have a
breakdown of the figures for unenployed early school |eavers by incone group
both for children of Dutch fanmilies and children of foreign workers.

20. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO suggested that there should al so be a breakdown
by gender.

21. M. ANTANOVI CH said that the educational reformwith a viewto a nore
flexible response to nmarket demands was inpressive. It had been stated in the
reply to question 22 of the list of issues that secondary school pupils were
gi ven increasing responsibility for planning their own work, worked nore on
their owm or in groups, carried out assignments and so forth. Were al
secondary schools granted that right regardl ess of their performance ratings?

22. M. TEXI ER asked whether the literacy and nuneracy rates anong schoo
| eavers caused a problemand, if so, whether there were any special programres
designed to inprove the situation?

23. M . ADEKUOYE asked how the charging of tuition fees to students over the
age of 16 could be justified in view of the goal of compatibility between

nati onal |egislation and the Covenant. What was the phil osophy behind
charging fees at a time when the econony was booni ng and there was no apparent
econom ¢ need for the Governnent to do so?

24. M. SADI asked whether there was any religious education at the primry
and secondary school |evels and what the Governnment's policy on religious
educati on was.

25. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whet her ol der or retired people could
pursue studies at various levels, including university. Was their

consi derabl e experi ence used to advantage anywhere? Could they becone
prof essor eneritus in a university, for exanple, as they could in Spain?

26. M. POTMAN (Netherlands) said that, with regard to the charge that the
Net herl ands refused free education to the over-16s when its econony was

boom ng, the delegation had received a letter froma students' organization
containing figures which required sone expl anati on
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27. Under the Netherlands' system education for the over-16s was not
dependent on the financial status of the parents, contrary to the systemin
many other countries: grants were available to all and, in cases where
parents were unable to provide support, a further grant could be applied for
O her forns of support available to students, including free or concessionary
travel and housi ng subsidies for accommpdati on other than in students

resi dences or the parental home, had not been nentioned in the letter. Mdica
care was also provided in nmany cases through specialized services within the
uni versity.

28. Furthernore the conparisons made in the letter did not take into account
the fact that the cost of living in the Netherlands was | ower than in many of
the surrounding countries, that in many countries bursaries did not cover

tuition fees and that the systemin the Netherlands applied to all its
uni versities and other higher educational institutes, whether State-run or
not, which was not the case in all countries. It was clear, therefore, that

the letter did not adequately reflect the true situation in the countries
ment i oned.

29. Ceneral | y speaking, the conprehensive system of student grants and
bursari es opened up the possibility for each and every person in the

Net herl ands to pursue all fornms of higher education provided they met the
educational requirements, and later to reap the rewards. It was not
unreasonabl e, therefore, to expect themto invest in their own future.

30. Part of the answer to M. Adekuoye's questions was that for the

past 10 to 15 years, successive Netherlands governnents had cut spending,
following a situation in which the anount of governnent spending and the
demand which it had placed on the capital market to finance it had resulted in
hi gh individual taxation levels, which had threatened to endanger the econony.
Gover nment spending could not be allowed to get out of hand, so that there
could be no automatic link between the health of the econony and the charging
of tuition fees.

31. The anount of nopney going into education, and especially higher
education, was considerable and a bal ance had to be struck between the rights
and aspirations of individuals and the willingness of society to pay for them
For that reason the Netherlands believed that education should be targeted.

As he understood it, the German system of free education was also currently
under review, because of the tendency anong young people to stay on in the
educational systemrather than try and enter a difficult |abour market.

32. M. van RIJSSEN (Netherlands) said that although it m ght appear from
the cost of tuition fees that the Netherlands Government was not working
towards free education, due account should be taken of the progressive

i ntroduction of the system of student |oans, grants and schol arshi ps avail abl e
to every student, which made it possible for nore people to further their
education, particularly those from | ower-incone backgrounds.

33. It was clear fromthe fact that the budget of the Mnistry of Education
had been anong the highest of all the ministries for the past 20 years that
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the Netherlands nade a very large investnment in education, particularly for a
soci ety in which the nunber of students was di m nishing due to the decrease in
the size of the popul ation of student age.

34. It was al so inportant to bear in mnd that students on grants were

non- producti ve nenbers of society for a nunber of years, living at the expense
of the taxpayer. A nedical student, for exanple, cost sone 75,000 guilders
per year to train and other types of studies were even nore costly. The
relatively small cost borne by the student was therefore an investment which
encouraged the student to be responsible for his choice of studies and,
ultimately, to becone a responsible citizen

35. Many of the Committee's questions required statistics, which would have
to be provided at a l|ater stage.

36. Wth regard to the question concerning ol der students, there was no
upper age limt in any formof education in the Netherlands. However, the
grant system was not avail abl e beyond the age of 27, so that any studies
undertaken thereafter had to be sel f-financed.

37. On the question raised by M. Sadi, in the State school system
religious education for any denom nation could be provided if the student so
wi shed. As the parastatal schools were in any case denoninational, for the
nost part Catholic, Protestant, Jewi sh and, increasingly, Islamc, their
education was in part religion-based, although no student was obliged to
participate in religious education against his or her will. Those schools had
exactly the sanme status as the State schools and had the sane financia
support. A further subsidy could be nade available if the school net the
requi red educational standard.

38. In urban areas in particular, where there was a concentrati on of people
bel ongi ng to non-Christian religions, religious education was provided on a
subsi di zed basis. Special educational progranmes had been devel oped over the
past 20 years in order to nake all students aware of the country's cultura
diversity. Human rights education was also available in all schools, and the
M ni stry of Education had devel oped interactive educational progranmes for
secondary schools on human rights and on the United Nations human rights
machi nery.

39. M. GRISSA said that in the United States a poor child would never be
deprived of education, even at the best universities or other higher
educational institutes. Could a person in the Netherlands be deprived of
education through | ack of neans even if he or she had the necessary
educational qualifications?

40. M. POTMAN (Net herlands) replied that although that was a matter of
concern, the Government's policy was, through its grants and | oans system to
guarantee the possibility for all individuals to continue their education. It
required themto nake an investnment, but ensured that they were not forced out
of education for econom c reasons.

41. The Governnent in particular sought to support and help early schoo
| eavers to pursue their education to the extent possible, in order to prevent
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them from becom ng | ong-term unenpl oyed. That was where the Covernnent shoul d
focus its attention. People did not drop out of education at the age of 16
because fees becane payable. They dropped out nuch earlier and for a variety
of reasons.

Article 15

42. M. MARCHAN ROMERO asked whether the subsidies included in the Arts Plan
referred to in paragraph 359 of the report were for the Kingdom of the

Net herl ands as a whole or whether there were separate subsidies for the
Antilles and Aruba. He al so asked whether the fixed price for books referred
to in paragraph 369 was set by the central Governnment. Were any figures

avail abl e for the nunber of readers in the Netherlands? Lastly, he asked

whet her there were any special difficulties in applying the criteria for
resource allocation set out in paragraph 366.

43. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN asked, in connection with the role of the nmedia in
moul di ng the attitudes of young people, what kind of stereotypes were
prevalent in the Netherlands in regard to wonen. Were there any gover nment
programmes to pronote a nore gender-sensitive approach in the print and
broadcast nedia? Wth regard to pornography, had any kind of self-regulating
mechani sm been est abl i shed anong broadcasters, cinema producers and the

manuf acturers of video material s?

44, M. W MER asked what proportion of television broadcasting was set aside
for cultural or educational purposes.

45. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whet her there were any arrangenents to
enable the elderly or disabled to attend nuseuns, galleries, concerts and
other cultural events at reduced prices. Wre sites of cultural events nmade
physically accessible to the disabl ed?

46. M. van RIJSSEN (Netherlands) said in response to questions about

di scrimnation by television and the other mass nedia, that efforts were being
made to prevent it. However, it was not until something had actually been
broadcast or printed that the Government could decide that it constituted
discrimnation. In those instances where the Governnent found that

di scrimnation had taken place, it was prosecuted under the relevant

| egi slation. The Governnment could, of course, exert an influence in other
ways. For exanple, there was a subsidized public television and radi o system
in which a certain amount of programm ng tinme was set aside for culture and
educati on.

47. The private networks executed some degree of self-regulation. However,
if the Governnent was dissatisfied, it had only one neans of action agai nst
the broadcaster. An inportant but rarely used system exi sted whereby
journalists in print and television could be reprimanded for non-ethica
behavi our and permission for air-time wthdrawn. Such action was very rare,
however, because of the need to protect freedom of speech. As far as

educati onal broadcasting on television and radi o was concerned, he could
report that educational programes were broadcast every norning by the three
public tel evision networks. The programmes were mainly for use in schools,
but some were directed to children at home. There were al so governnent
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subsi di es for educational programmes and for the production of video cassettes
for use in schools. He would provide nore exact figures for the anount of
educational programr ng at the next neeting.

48. M. POTMAN (Net herlands) said that there was a system of special passes
for persons over 60 or 65 entitling themto reduced prices for cultural events
and transportation. Making prem ses such as nuseuns and theatres accessible
to the disabled was a priority issue in social policy and governnent subsidies
were avail able for the necessary alterations. Regarding the nunber of

readers, he would see if any reliable data were available and, if so, he would
convey them at the next neeting.

49. M s. BONOAN- DANDAN reiterated her question about gender sensitivity.
Were there any governnent programes to encourage it, in print and on
tel evision, and particularly in advertising?

50. M. AHMED asked what the Governnment's policy was on taxing tel evision
sets.

51. M. GRISSA said that the Netherlands | ay at the crossroads of
broadcasting by a nmultitude of television networks. Donestic |aws did not
apply, however, to broadcasting fromoutside the country. What steps could
the Governnent take to protect its citizens for exanple, against a

por nogr aphi ¢ channel broadcasting from abroad?

52. M. AHMED said that the preval ence of satellite antennas made it
virtually inpossible for any country to exercise control

53. M. van RIJSSEN (Netherlands) said that it was true that little could be
done. However, satellites were not so prevalent in the Netherlands, where
nmost houses were hooked up to a dense, |owcost cable network. He noted that
a European Community Directive had been issued regardi ng what was adnmi ssi bl e
or otherwise on television. |If a progranme was broadcast in the Netherl ands

t hat was pornographi c under Dutch |law, the broadcaster could be prosecuted.
However, the Governnent could only act after the fact: there was no prior
censor shi p.

54. M. POTMAN (Net herlands) said that the only tax on actual television
sets was the sales tax included in the price. However, anybody owning a set
had to pay a tax of about US$ 100 a year. The nmoney went to the public
broadcasting system which ran several channels.

55. M. AHMED asked whet her the Netherl ands engaged in any cul tura

exchanges with its nei ghbours. For exanple, were there any programmes for
graduate exchanges with foreign universities? He also asked whether the study
of foreign | anguages was obligatory, and if so, which |anguages were npst
comonly taught in secondary schools.

56. M. POTMAN (Net herlands) said that there were graduate exchange
programes organi zed and run by the universities. |In regard to foreign

| anguages, the study of English was conpul sory and a further two foreign

| anguages were offered. Those npbst usually avail able were French, German and
Spani sh.



E/ C. 12/ 1998/ SR 15
page 10

57. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Commttee would halt its consideration of

the report of the Netherlands on the European part of the Kingdom pending the
provision of the further statistical information that had been requested. He

invited the Cormittee to proceed to the consideration of the report on the

Net herl ands Antill es.

Second periodic report of the Netherlands Antilles

58. M. CORION (Netherlands Antilles) said that the |ast few years had been
extremely difficult for the Netherlands Antilles. The rapid increase in the
debts of the central Government and of the five island territories had led to
the introduction of a structural adjustnent programe, which had caused the
Antillean community as a whol e nuch pain.

59. Despite many sacrifices and the introduction of an energency soci al
programe, the Governnent continued to face nany challenges. On nost of the
i sl ands, the nunber of unenployed had increased in both the private and public
sectors. The two hurricanes experienced in 1996 had had an enornobus negative
i npact, on anong other things the | abour market of Saint Martin. That
island's three major hotels were still non-operational. To cope with the
situation, the island Government was working in collaboration with a private
firmto encourage the unenployed to follow training programes, matching
suitabl e candidates with the vacancies registered. That pilot project was

i ntended to enhance the working rel ati onshi p between government and the

busi ness sector as well as to alleviate the pressure on the |abour narket.

60. In the field of health insurance, the extension of insurance to famly
menbers in 1996 had hel ped to ease the public need in that respect. Health
Servi ces had been inmproved through transfer to the districts of the islands.
Because of the ageing of the population, premiuns for the general ol d-age

i nsurance system were being reconsidered. The health insurance | aw was al so
to be amended, in order to enable persons over 60 wi thout health insurance to
be insured under the ol d-age system

61. On the largest island, Curagao, an ordinance concerning temnporary

enpl oynent agencies had entered into force. Another ordinance, designed to
pronote enpl oyment for young job-seekers between the ages of 18 and 30 who
wer e unenpl oyed for | onger than one year, was not yet in force, but was due to
come into effect in the course of the year. Enployers' and workers

organi zations in the Antilles had worked nore closely together in recent years
to solve the problens of the | abour market. A conmittee had been established
on | abour productivity, for exanple, and the safety inspection section of the
Department of Labour and Social Affairs had been reinforced.

62. In 1995, the CGovernnent had established a Departnent for Well Being,
Fam |y and Humanitarian Affairs. The Departnent's official policy enphasized
t he upbringing of children. To advance that policy, a non-governnenta

organi zation operating in the Antillean conmunity, engaged in each parenta
support activities as training and gui dance to teenage nothers, had been

granted a two-year subsidiary. A bill passed in 1997 provided for increased
maternity | eave and hi gher conpensation for salary loss for all women insured
under the Antillean system In 1997, a bill had been introduced providing for

the adj udi cation of alinmony in respect of long-term common |aw relationships.
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63. A permanent conmittee had been established to tackle popul ation issues
nore effectively. The national report which that inter-departmental conmmttee
had produced in 1994 was currently being updated. The new report contai ned
denographic information as well as policy reconmendati ons and strategies for a
nati onal plan of action. The views of the people of the Netherlands Antilles
regardi ng popul ation issues and policies were to be investigated by the

per manent committee by neans of a questionnaire currently being prepared.

64. The Antilles, like all countries, was experiencing strong pressure from
gl obalization. Under that pressure, it was becom ng increasingly aware that
education woul d be a key factor in keeping pace with devel opment. Equality
was still the driving force of its policy in that respect. The primary,
secondary and tertiary levels of the educational systemwere all to be
refornmed. The foundation of the reformwould be a strengthening of the
primary level, in order to inprove the performance of the second and tertiary
levels. The reformof the primary |level was far-reaching, with the teaching
of Papiamento and English as a key factor and with serious attention being
paid to the main foreign | anguages. The aimwas to give children between 4
and 15 years of age, over a 10-year period, a solid foundation in the core
skills that would enable themto function in a nodern society.

65. Teacher-training was also to be refornmed and working conditions for the
prof ession i mproved. At the secondary level, reforms would be carried out in
bot h vocational and general education, with a viewto facilitating the

adj ust rent between school and the workpl ace required by econonic, social and
technol ogi cal devel opnents in society. The integration of vocational and
secondary education would be a key aspect. Every effort was made to ensure
that all children nade use of their right to receive good quality education
Accordingly, a canpaign was currently in effect to prevent truancy. In
addition, a task force was conducting a broad-rangi ng progranme anong young
peopl e beyond the age of conpul sory education to prevent the grow ng nunber of
drop-outs. In conmbination with other agencies, the task force was offering
new opportunities in the field of adult and continui ng educati on

66. After those remarks he | ooked forward to a constructive dial ogue with
the nenbers of the Cormittee. His delegation would welcome any suggestion
that would help the Governnment in its efforts to inplenent further the
provi si ons of the Covenant.

Articles 1 to 5

67. The CHAI RPERSON i nvited menbers of the Conmittee to put questions and
comments to the del egation concerning articles 1 to 5, which did not figure in
the list of issues.

68. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN requested the Governnent to describe any neasures it
had established to ensure equality for nen and wonen in the enjoynment of their
econom c, social and cultural rights, particularly the right to work.

69. M . ANTANOVI CH i nqui red whet her the unenpl oynent rate quoted by the
del egation applied only to nationals of the Netherlands Antilles, or also to
foreign nationals. What rate applied to citizens, and what rate applied to
ot her residents?
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70. M. CEVILLE inquired whether the provisions of the Covenant could be
i nvoked before the courts of the Netherlands Antill es.

71. M. CRISSA inquired whether the 40 nationalities nentioned by the
del egati on were foreigners, or nationals of the Antilles of varied ethnic
origins.

72. The CHAI RPERSON i nquired what the relationship was between the |ega
systems of the Antilles and Aruba and that of the Netherlands, and whet her one
was subordinate to the other. Did the judiciary or the |egislature of the

Net herl ands wi el d constitutional control over the legislature of the Antilles?
Were the nationals of Aruba and the Netherlands Antilles citizens both of
their own countries and of the Netherlands, and could they invoke that
instrument in the defence of their rights and freedons?

73. If the Antilles and Aruba were independent in the adm nistrative and

| egal sense, the question arose whether the Governnent of the Netherlands was
enabl ed to take neasures to ensure the inplementation of the Covenant in those
countries. In particular, if the Conmttee deemed that a law in force in the
Antilles, for exanmple, contravened the terns of the Covenant, to what entity
should it address its concern? It would be useful to know what the powers of
the State party were with regard to |l egislative neasures taken in the
Antilles, and, conversely, whether the Antilles could take action to fulfi

obl i gations under the Covenant if it deened that a Netherlands | aw contravened
that instrunent.

74. M. CORION (Netherlands) said that the Netherlands Antilles was an

i mm grant comunity, nmade up of the nationals of many countries who had
settled there in the 1940s and 1950s and who had retained their own
nationalities and religions. Hs father, for instance, had a British
passport, but since he had been born in the Antilles before 1950, he was a
Dutch citizen

75. The unempl oynent rate of 15.3 per cent covered all citizens and
foreigners legally residing in the Antilles. Most foreigners living in
Antilles held jobs, since without a job a residency permt could not be
acquired. There were, in addition, many citizens of the Dom nican Republic
and Haiti who had entered as tourists and had remained illegally; some were
wor ki ng, ot hers not.

76. In principle, all enploynent opportunities were available equally to nen
and wonen, in accordance with their qualifications, and vacanci es were
advertised without reference to sex. In the past, wonen hol ding the sanme

government jobs as men had been paid 20 per cent |ess, but that was no | onger
t he case.

77. The Netherlands Antilles had inherited its |egal systemfromthe Dutch
and their legislation was simlar. Nationals of the Antilles and Aruba were
Dut ch, and held Dutch passports. Although nationals of the Antilles and Aruba
could choose to resettle in the European part of the Kingdom the European
Dutch were not free to do the same in reverse. That decision, nore

adm nistrative than political, had been set in place to protect jobs in Aruba
and the Antilles; how long it would hold was uncertain.
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78. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO i nquired whether, in the view of the del egation
the Fam |y Code and the Penal Code contained provisions that were
di scri m natory agai nst women.

79. M. CRISSA inquired whether the Netherlands Antilles had its own
| egi sl ature.

80. M . ADEKUOYE asked whet her the European Dutch were required to obtain a
visa or work permt in order to enter the Netherlands Antilles or Aruba.

81. M. van RIJSSEN (Netherl ands) explained that the Kingdom of the

Net her | ands consi sted of four CGovernnents; the first three were that of Aruba,
that of the Netherlands Antilles, and that of the European part of the

Net herl ands. Each of those had its own parlianent, elected by its own people.
The fourth Governnment was that of the Kingdom of the Netherlands, which was
constituted in the Hague, and on whose Cabinet the three parts of the Kingdom
were represented. It dealt with matters involving the combined interests of
the three parts of the Kingdom such as foreign affairs and defence of the
realm |If the Conmittee deened that any part of the Kingdomwas in breach of
t he Covenant, it should address itself to the Government of the Kingdom of the
Net herlands in the Hague; if the violation applied to only one of the

three parts, then the Governnment would take up the nmatter with the Government
of that part. The Kingdom functioned much |ike a confederation

82. M. CORION (Netherlands) said that the Parliament of the Antilles had
been constituted in 1954, and had inherited the |egislative arrangenents of
the Netherlands. Since that tinme, it had gradually been adapting those | aws
to the realities of life in the Antilles. The European Dutch were obliged to
show their passports on entering the Antilles, and required permts in order
to work.

83. M. AHMED i nquired why | arge nunmbers of nationals of the Netherl ands
Antilles did not choose to resettle in Europe.

84. M. CORION said that not many people woul d choose to abandon their hones
for another country nore than 10,000 kil onetres away. The cold climte was
al so a prohibitive factor.

85. M . ADEKUOYE i nqui red whet her the Dutch guider was the currency of Aruba
and the Antilles.

86. M. PILLAY said that a reading of the report of the Netherl ands
suggested that econonic, social and cultural rights were enjoyed to a | esser
extent in the Netherlands Antilles than in the European part of the Kingdom
Surely the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands was responsible for
ensuring that persons living in all parts of the Kingdom enjoyed the sanme
rights, or did the Governnent of the Kingdom of the Netherlands consider that
the responsibility lay with the Government of the Netherlands Antilles?
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Article 6

87. M. ANTANOVI CH said that Dutch citizens fromthe Antilles were perhaps
reluctant to resettle in the European part of the Kingdom because of the high
unenpl oynent rate. What was neant by the statenent contained in paragraph 10
of the report to the effect that the Governnment had adopted a policy which
sought to pronmote flexibility in the |abour market? 1t would be useful to
know what measures, if any, the Governnent had undertaken to educate or

re- educat e unenpl oyed young peopl e.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




