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The neeting was called to order at 10.05 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Second periodic report of Sweden (CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 3; HRI/ CORE/ 1/ Add. 4;
CRC/C/IQ SWE/ 2; witten replies of the Government of Sweden to the
gquestions raised in the list of issues)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the menbers of the Swedish
del egation took places at the Conmmttee table.

2. M. SVENSSON (Sweden) said that an animated and fruitful discussion of
issues relating to children - based on the provisions of the Convention - was
continuously being carried out in Sweden. However, that did not mean that
Sweden was experiencing great difficulties in conplying with the Conventi on;
on the contrary, that instrunent was very much a living el ement in Swedish
soci ety. The Swedi sh Government considered the inplenentation of the
Convention to be a continuous process in which the NGOs had an inportant role
to play in safeguarding the rights and interests of the child. Having formed
a network, those NGOs arranged annual hearings to which the Governnent was

i nvited and which provided a forumfor continuous di al ogue about issues
relating to children. Mreover, the Ofice of the Children's Onbudsman, set
up in 1993, reported to the Governnent each year, drawing attention to
possi bl e shortcomings in relation to the provisions of the Convention. A
committee of inquiry was currently review ng the Orbudsman's activities and
ascertai ni ng what resources and powers were required to strengthen that
institution and render it nore effective.

3. Al t hough Swedi sh children had, in general terns, excellent living
conditions, the econom c problens affecting Sweden in the past decade had had
an inpact on children in terns of their parent's unenploynent or the risk of
unenpl oyment for instance. In addition, in many municipalities, the necessary
econoni es had taken the formof larger groups in schools and a reduction in
preventi ve neasures and those targeted at children with special educationa
needs. The Swedi sh Governnent had now succeeded in restoring balance to the
nati onal budget and had therefore resunmed its investnent in high-priority
areas, including children. Anong other things, the municipalities had been
granted additional funding since 1997, which they were obliged to spend on
medi cal care, social services and schools. 1In the years to cone, the Swedish
Government woul d seek to inprove the situation of children, focusing efforts
on the plight of the nost vul nerable groups, in particular those living in

di stressed urban areas. The regulations on child pornography had al so been
ti ghtened and a parliamentary committee of inquiry into child abuse had
recently been appointed. Society as a whole needed to be alerted to the
probl em and learn to react more swiftly to signs of child abuse.

4, The Governnent's strategy for the inplenentation of the Convention ained
at integrating the child perspective into all pertinent spheres of activity.
That meant that public and private decision-makers who worked directly with
children should be provided with information in order to facilitate their
appreciation of children's needs. In that regard, the anal yses, conclusions
and proposals presented by the Child Comrittee provided a val uabl e basis for
that work. In February 1996, the CGovernnment had appoi nted the parlianentary
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commttee and assigned it the task of studying how Swedish | egislation and
practice conforned with the provisions of the Convention. 1In its report, The
best Interests of the Child as a Primary Consideration, the Child Commttee
concluded that, in the main, Swedish |egislation was consistent with the
Convention, while stressing that it was inplenentation at all |evels of
society - central, regional and local - that was vital. The various
governnment offices had al so used the report in their |egislative work.

5. A nunber of measures had al so been taken as a result of the concluding
observations of the Conmttee on the Rights of the Child on Sweden's initia
report. For exanple, the section in the Aliens Act dealing with the detention
of minors had been anended and, as of 1 January 1997, the requirenments for the
detention of mnors which had been previously applied to all aliens under the
age of 16 now applied to all aliens under the age of 18. Mbreover, the
provisions relating to mnors contai ned several safeguards and, considering
the fact that minors were rarely detained, and if so only for short periods,
he felt that current |egislation and practice were in conformty with the

Convention. In that connection, new provisions providing for sanctions other
than i nprisonment for young of fenders had been adopted, while |egislation on
correctional care had been anended. It was still possible, in exceptiona

cases, to sentence a mnor to inprisonment, but the sentence would not be
served in a penal institution where adults were detained, if it was considered
not to be in the mnor's interest. The new provision was based on

article 37 (c) of the Convention

6. A bill for a strategy for inplenmenting the Convention on the Rights of
the Child had been subnmitted to Parlianment in June 1998 and woul d be di scussed
in March 1999. The objective of the strategy was to devel op the adult
conmunity's ability to listen to children and to see the effects of the
various decisions fromthe perspective of the child. It also included turning
the Convention into an active instrunment whereby child inpact anal yses woul d
be made in connection with all government decisions. The child perspective
shoul d al so be incorporated into terns of reference issued to the various
comm ttees and comm ssions of inquiry. Furthernore, coordination of
children's issues within the government offices would inprove and al

government officials whose work affected children would be offered in-service
training in the principles of the Convention. The Governnent had al so

al l ocated special funds to the Ofice of the Children's Orbudsman for

t he production of training material and planning nodels. The information
activities would be conducted by the Orbudsman and by the conpetent

muni ci pal and county authorities. NGOs and political parties would have

an active role to play. The Swedish Governnment had invested a total of

30 million Swedish kronor (US$ 3.75 nmillion) over a three-year period to
finance the inplenmentation of the Convention

7. A great part of Sweden's bilateral and multil ateral devel opnent
cooperation was al so directed towards inproving the conditions of children

For instance, the Swedish Government had initiated a study on children's

i ssues in cooperation activities for devel opnent to ensure that the best
interests of the child were fully catered to therein. Particular enphasis
woul d be placed on poverty, educational needs, health and social welfare. The
M nistry of Foreign Affairs was responsible for coordinating the study, which
was bei ng conducted in cooperation with the NGOs, the Government and the other
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mnistries, as well as the private sector and business circles. The Swedi sh
I nternational Devel opnent Agency had | ong assigned priority to children's

i ssues and had, since 1998, been using the Convention as a guide in project
pl anni ng and preparation of country strategies.

8. Lastly, Sweden was the third | argest contributor to UNICEF. The
Government currently paid particular attention to child |abour, sexua
exploitation of children for comrercial purposes, children in arnmed conflicts
and education for girls and wonen. In addition, Sweden actively supported the
pronmotion of children's rights in the countries in its vicinity, through the
Eur opean Uni on, the Council of Europe, the Nordic Council and the Council of
the Baltic Sea States.

9. Ms. SARDENBERG t hanked the Swedi sh del egation for its oral presentation
and praised the timeliness and seriousness with which Sweden discharged its
obligations to report to the Commttee, in accordance with the Convention

G ven its actual and acknow edged conmitnment to the rights of the child,
Sweden coul d serve as an exanple for all devel oping countries; it was
therefore not surprising that the international community expected a great
deal of the relevant Swedish initiatives.

10. She would like, first of all, to have clarification concerning the
menbership of the Swedi sh del egati on, which was entirely female apart fromits
| eader, since the Commttee was al ways concerned when it saw that children's

i ssues were still traditionally entrusted to wonen. On the subject of the
proposed progranme of work, coordination of which was entrusted to the

M nistry of Foreign Affairs, did Sweden intend to play in diplomatic

relations - including bilateral relations - the spearheading role it had

al ready played in poverty eradication, sexual equality and the environnent?
Mor eover, what progress had been made with the necessary integration of the
private sector in the Governnent's activities on behalf of children?

11. Turning to the dissem nation of the Convention, she asked whether a
sinplified version of the Convention had been prepared for young children or
for handi capped children and whether the text of the Convention had been
translated into the various | anguages spoken by imm grant children. Moreover,
where | egislation was concerned, was direct incorporation of the Convention
into donestic law still an option, despite its rejection by Parlianment in
1995? She was also surprised to note that, despite the announcenent of a

gl obal approach for inplenmentation of the Convention, it was the Mnistry of
Heal t h whi ch was coordinating the inplenmentati on neasures. WAs that not
rather a sectoral approach which conveyed to the popul ati on the nessage that
child-related i ssues basically concerned health? Did the authorities plan to
set up a special nmechanismto nmonitor inplenmentation of the Convention? It
was sonetinmes difficult to maintain a unified approach to the Convention in a
context of administrative centralization; she wondered, therefore, how the
Swedi sh authorities were ensuring that it was being inplemented equally in al
the country's nunicipalities, despite differences of priority and econom c
difficulties.

12. She woul d li ke to know who was responsi ble for evaluating the activities
of the Children's Orbudsnman and what were his |inks with the Governnent and
wi th the Orbudsman agai nst Ethnic Discrimnation. Al so, concerned at the
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situation of vul nerable groups, she asked what were the main lines of the
publ i cati on concerning urban policy for the forthcom ng m Il ennium and what
formthey would actually take. Wat was the status of the phenonenon of

vi ol ence in schools at present?

13. Ms. OUEDRAOGXO associ ated herself with the questions asked by

Ms. Sardenberg. She al so asked why Parlianent had rejected incorporation of
the Convention into donestic legislation in 1995, since it had been proved
that the provisions of the Convention were broadly reflected in the nationa

| aws. Mreover, at the tinme the initial report had been submtted, the
Conmittee had wel conmed the fact that the Swedish authorities were considering
rati fying the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Al
M grant Workers and Menbers of Their Families. Wat had prevented the
Governnment fromratifying that instrunment?

14. She also called for nore informati on on the mechani snms exi sting or

envi saged for coordinating the activities of the I ocal and central authorities
responsi bl e for inplenenting the Convention, particularly since sone

muni ci palities were richer than others, which could result in discrimnation
against children living in less affluent nunicipalities. Could the Swedish
del egation al so say whether the Children's Orbudsnan played a role in the

el aboration of |aws and what foll owup was given to the recomrendations in his
annual report? Al so, what nmeasures was the Government taking to attenuate the
effects of the budgetary constraints on children, especially the nost

vul ner abl e?

15. Inits witten reply to question 7 in the |ist of issues, the Governnent
had said that the Children's Orbudsman woul d prepare, in cooperation with the
conpetent authorities, a programe for training public-sector personnel: who

woul d be responsible for training private-sector personnel? Mreover, which
provi si ons of the Convention had been disputed during the information

canpai gns, both by the public as a whole and by professionals, and how was the
Government ensuring that adults famliarized thenselves with the Convention?
Lastly, she understood that the m ninmum age for marriage was 15 for alien
children and 18 for Swedish children. |[If that was so, it was an act of

di scrimnation that should be put right. Wth regard to traditional practices
detrimental to the health of women and girls, including genital nutilation

she strongly encouraged the Swedi sh authorities to strengthen the measures
they had al ready taken to protect children from such practices.

16. Ms. MOKHUANE asked how the authorities were, in practice, applying the
principle of the best interests of the child, especially with regard to

chil dren seeking asylum child refugees and children perform ng work that
could hinder their development. The Children's Onbudsman apparently thought
that the best interests of the child were not sufficiently taken into account
in child-rel ated deci sions. Moreover, Sweden would seemto have consi derably
i nproved the health situation of children, especially in terns of infant
mortality, norbidity and perinatal nortality. However, beyond the child's
physi cal devel opment, it would be interesting to have details on the nmeasures
taken to ensure children's psychol ogical, nmental, noral and socia

devel opnent. The Swedi sh del egation m ght al so indicate what successes the
Government had achi eved and what obstacles it had encountered in its fight
agai nst racism and racial discrimnation. Had anyone been sentenced under the
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| aw banni ng racial discrimnation since the presentation of the initia
report? Lastly, on the question of freedom of expression, the Children's
Onbudsman had said in his report that children's opinions were not
sufficiently taken into account. Consequently, she inquired what obstacles
stood in the way of children's full exercise of the right to express their
opinion freely on any matter concerning themw thin or outside the famly.

17. M. FULCI remarked that Sweden was evidently doing all in its power to

i npl enment the Convention effectively. However, the State party m ght indicate
in greater detail, in accordance with article 44 of the Convention, the
factors and difficulties that prevented it fromfully discharging the
obligations inposed on it by the Convention. It mght also further explain
what followup it had given to the recommendati ons proposed by the Conmittee
foll owi ng consideration of the initial report. For instance, did the
Government plan to inplenment the Conmttee's recommendation to raise

from1l5 to 18 the age at which a person could join the National Guard?

18. I n paragraphs 214-224 of its report, the Swedi sh Governnent described
the actions taken to give effect, in accordance with the Committee's
recommendation, to article 2 of the International Convention on the
Eli m nation of All Forms of Racial Discrimnation. Did it plan to take new

| egi slative or administrative neasures to further strengthen protection of
children of refugees and m grant workers and children belonging to mnorities,
who, as in nost countries, were victins of increasing xenophobia, especially
on the part of the younger generation? Lastly, he would Iike to know how
children around 10 would reply if asked what they knew about the Convention
and the rights set forth therein

19. M . RABAH requested further information on the nechanisns in existence
or envisaged for coordinating the activities of the local and centra
authorities, and on collaboration with NGOs, which were apparently very active
in Sweden. Had those organi zati ons been involved in the preparation of the
report? There also seened to be a contradiction between the Governnent's
statement in its witten reply to question 3, to the effect that the Ofice of
the Children's Onbudsman was a non-political organ independent of the
CGovernnment, and the fact that it nmust report to the Mnistry of Health and
Social Affairs. He asked for clarification of the matter. Lastly, the
Swedi sh del egati on m ght wish to provide specific exanples of judicial rulings
showi ng that the best interests of the child had been taken into

consi derati on.

20. Ms. MBO paid tribute to the Swedi sh Governnment's conmitnment to the
cause of children - Swedish and foreign alike - and for its generous officia
devel opnent assistance. As to substance, she asked to what extent the Ofice
of the Children's Orbudsman had succeeded, in its five or six years of

exi stence, in changi ng behaviour patterns that ran counter to the provisions
of the Convention and in convincing the popul ation of that instrument's
cogency. She al so observed that, according to surveys conducted by NGOs in
Sweden, all boys and 60 per cent of girls were already exposed to pornographic
materi al by the age of 15. She therefore asked whether studies had been
carried out to evaluate the consequences of the situation and whether neasures
were envisaged to remedy it. She al so asked whet her any gl obal study had
gauged t he consequences for children of messages conveyed through the nedia,
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including the Internet, which devoted a great deal of space to violence,
raci sm and pornography. Lastly, the Swedi sh del egati on m ght wish to explain
how t he Government nonitored observance of the rights of stateless children
what neasures it was taking in favour of underprivileged children in |arge
towns, what renedies were available to children in conflict with the | aw and
what the Governnent was doing to combat viol ence agai nst wonen.

21. Ms. KARP asked for details on the incidence of violent crinmes against
children, including rape, sexual exploitation and incest, on relevant judicia
deci si ons taken and on the social services responsible for helping victins.
She woul d also Iike to know why the Convention was not often invoked in
judicial decisions, when it was supposed to be a reference docunent. What
nmeasures had been taken or were envisaged to establish systematic training and
retraining progranmes on the Convention for jurists, magistrates, teachers and
parents, not to nmention political |eaders and social workers, notably at the
local level? It would also be useful to know whether children had the
opportunity to be heard in any judicial or adm nistrative proceedi ngs
concerning them

22. She asked whether the nunicipalities were obliged to adopt a plan of
action for children and could vote a specific children's budget. Also, she
understood that it was currently inpossible to appeal against a decision by
the social welfare services not to grant assistance to a fam |y and she
wonder ed whether there were any plans to change that state of affairs. She
al so asked what |inks existed between the Parlianmentary Orbudsman and the
Chil dren's Orbudsman and, since it was her understanding that the Children's
Onbudsman was responsi ble for devising policies but did not have to hear

i ndi vi dual cases, which body could receive conplaints and what was the

rel ati onshi p between that body and the Orbudsman

23. Turning to education, she asked whether the decision to transfer child
health care to the education systemapplied only in primry schools and what
the effects of the decision had been. She also asked how the principles
contained in the Convention, especially children's participation and the
possibility of recourse to a neutral body in the event of conflicts with
parents, were accepted by the parents thenselves. In his report, the
Orbudsman had i ndeed rai sed a nunber of problens to be resolved concerning the
best interests of the child, including the right to consult a doctor w thout
the parents' consent and a child' s appearance in court in the presence of the
parents. In conclusion, she asked whether there were any age limts on the
ri ght of association and whether children were thensel ves involved in the

di ssemi nation of the Convention and in nmeasures to resolve problens such as
vi ol ence and drugs.

24, M. KOOSOV wel coned the progress achieved in Sweden with the protection
of children's rights. He regretted, however, that the Comm ttee's guidelines
had not been followed in the drafting of the report and advised the State
party to provide nore statistics on actual inplenmentation of the Convention in
its third periodic report. He had noted, for instance, that the report did
not contain data on the dissem nation of the Convention in the | anguages of
mnority groups. Another shortcoming was that it always referred to the

types of protection guaranteed citizens by the Constitution. However, the
Convention required that children should enjoy not only the rights accorded to
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all citizens, but also the rights exclusive to them Lastly, he suggested to
the Chairperson that she should limt each speaker to five mnutes, in
accordance with rule 41 of the Conmittee's provisional rules of procedure.

The neeting was suspended at 11.50 a.m and resuned at noon

25. M . SVENSSON (Sweden) said that, in the absence of a specific mnistry,
children and the famly cane under the Mnistry of Health and Social Affairs.
He thanked M. Kol osov for his advice concerning the drafting of the third
periodic report, which would be duly heeded. On the subject of
decentralization of responsibilities, he said that |ocal representatives
were elected by direct suffrage. Local communities had the right to |evy
taxes for funding |ocal activities, but also received support, if the need
arose, from affluent comunities which hel ped deprived communities. Wile

| ocal comunities were independent, they nust still abide by the priorities
and deci sions taken by the Governnment, notably with regard to observance of
the provisions of the Convention

26. Ms. JAHN (Sweden) pointed out that, as stated in paragraph 86 of the
report, and in accordance with Swedish juridical tradition, the Swedish
Parliament had in 1995 rejected the proposal to incorporate the Convention in
nati onal law, but that the Government had instructed a parlianmentary
conmission to review all legislation with a viewto bringing it intoline with
the Convention. |Its task had |asted a year and a half and had resulted in a
report published in autum 1997. Although the courts rarely cited the
Convention in their rulings, they applied it widely and used it for
interpretation of national texts. They paid particular attention to the best
interests of the child.

27. Referring to traditional practices, she said that a special |aw

prohi bited any formof genital nutilation and that a bill was currently being
studied with a viewto making it inmpossible to appeal against a sentence for
that crinme. The Governnment had al so entrusted the National Board of Health
and Welfare with devising preventive neasures agai nst that practice.

28. M. SVENSSON (Sweden) added that Parliament would vote on the bill in
guestion on 10 March 1999.

29. Ms. SAARI NEN (Sweden) said that the ombudsnen, in their capacity as

i ndependent central authorities, had |long been a part of Swedish tradition
The Children's Onbudsman, a post created in 1993, was appointed by the
Government for a six-year termand received his general instructions and
budget fromthe Governnment, but was quite free to devise his own progranme of
work and define his own strategies. He did not oversee the activities of the
State or communities, nor did he deal with individual cases, responsibilities
which fell to the Parliamentary Orbudsman. A conmi ssion of inquiry had been
set up in autumm 1998 to assess the Orbudsman's work and consi der ways in
which his role and effectiveness could be strengthened. That commi ssion was
al so consi deri ng whether the fact of being a governnental authority underm ned
the Orbudsman's i ndependence and woul d submit its report to the Government in
April 1999.
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30. Ms. KORPI (Sweden), replying to the questions raised by Comittee
menbers concerning brutality of which children m ght be victins in schools,
said that the Mnistry of Education had considered whether that was really a
probl em and if renedi al nmeasures were needed. The opinions expressed by the
persons concerned were divergent, but the Mnistry had thought that even if a
single child was brutalized, neasures should be taken to protect all others.
For instance, the education |aw had been anended on 1 January 1998 and al

adul ts responsi bl e for managenent of teaching establishments must now ensure
that all abusive behaviour and acts of violence or raci smagainst children
wer e denounced and neasures taken to avoid their recurrence. Moreover, the
Governnment had instituted a new national school inspection system and, since
the begi nning of 1999, national inspectors were responsible for ensuring that
no act of violence was committed in schools. The Government had al so deci ded
in 1998 to allocate the considerable sumof 10 m|lion Swedish kronor to
devel opi ng teachers' skills in the teaching of fundamental denocratic val ues,

as a matter of high priority. |In parallel, a special project had been set up
to rai se greater awareness of the inportance of those values at the nationa
and |l ocal levels. Under that project, a special youth council, conprising

young peopl e approxi mately 16 years of age, would be created to serve as a
forumin which the young peopl e thensel ves coul d exam ne the questions raised,
express their opinions and fornul ate their suggestions, which would be duly
taken into account by the Mnistry of Education. Also in that context, the
Nat i onal Agency for Education had been instructed by the Governnent to support
local initiatives taken to further alert the population to the fundanenta

val ues of justice and tolerance.

31. Wth regard to nmaki ng the Convention known to young pupils, the Nationa
Agency for Education had taken neasures, starting in 1994, nmaeking it

conmpul sory for teachers to be trained in the international instrunments
relating to education ratified by Sweden, including, of course, the
Convention. To that end, all the texts of the international instruments in
guestion had been distributed in schools throughout the country.

32. The budget cuts that had had to be nade because of econom c probl ens had
made it necessary to reduce teaching staff, and the repercussions had been
particularly felt by the nost vul nerable pupils and those with | earning
difficulties. However, the |evel of school performance seened not to have
dropped below the |l evel of the early 1990s and, where the quality of the
services on offer in day-care centres and ki ndergartens was concerned, the
staff's already very high | evel of professionalismdid not appear to have
suffered fromthe budget cuts. Nevertheless, the CGovernnent had decided to
all ocate by the year 2000 the substantial additional sumof 20 billion
Swedi sh kronor for social services, health care and educati on, which should
restore budgetary bal ance, notably in favour of children

33. The M nistry of Education had al so devised a special project against
child pornography, which was closely linked to the Government's project on
sensitization to the fundamental val ues of denmpbcracy in society as a whole and
anong children in particular. Lastly, there was in Sweden a very generous
system of parental |eave whereby a father or nother could remain at home
following the birth of a child, while receiving 80 per cent of his or her
regul ar salary. Likew se, there was a nedical insurance systemthat all owed
one of the two parents to remain at hone with a sick child. However, as a
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general rule, nost children fromthe age of 1 attended the nei ghbourhood
créche, a systemthat had existed in Sweden for nore than 30 years and which
had proved effective.

34. Ms. SANDQVI ST (Sweden), replying to the question on how far the

provi sions of the Aliens Bill confornmed with those of article 3 of the
Convention, said that the Swedi sh authorities planned to add a new
introductory article to the legislation in force, which would provide that
when a child was involved in a residence application procedure, for instance,
special attention nust be paid to the conditions required for obtaining the
permt, with due regard to the child's state of health, |evel of devel opnent
and best interests. Hence, in granting permts, the Aliens Appeals Board nust
now t ake account of humanitarian reasons specifically of interest to children
Those new provisions had not yet been officially approved, but it was hoped
that they would be in the near future. Mreover, a special comrmittee had been
instructed to review the Swedish law on citizenship for preparation of
proposal s concerning children born of alien parents, who were stateless. The
special conmttee's report was to be published in March 1999 and its
concl usi ons woul d be included in Sweden's next periodic report to the
Committee on the Rights of the Child.

35. Ms. BACKLUND (Sweden), replying to the questions asked about crine
statistics, said that the National Council for Crinme Prevention had been given
until 1999 to set up - at the local, rmunicipal and national levels - a new and
nmore effective systemfor conpiling statistics concerning violence, including
sexual violence, against mnors under 18. The new system would call for many
changes in the procedure for preparing police reports, in prosecutions, etc.
and while the statistics would doubtl ess not be inmrediately available in
detailed form the new system should be effectively applicable in the near
future. Also, the National Council for Crinme Prevention was represented on
the Parlianmentary Committee on Child Abuse and should be in a position to
advise it on prevention neasures that could be taken nationally in that area.

36. The National Council for Crime Prevention had neverthel ess established
statistics on crinmes notivated by raci smor xenophobia, the nunmbers of which
had substantially increased in recent years, from44 in 1990 to nore than 330
in 1998, while acts of discrimnation prohibited by |aw had risen from 47

to 180 over the sanme period. The few convictions for that type of crine
proved that the |egislation had not been enforced altogether effectively,

whi ch was why the Government was planning to review the | egislation and inpose
stricter enforcenent nmeasures. |In addition, training for judges and attorneys
in children's rights and the child's role in the judicial procedure needed to
be intensified and be the topic of a sem nar designed especially for nenbers
of the judiciary in the near future. In addition, during parents' divorce
proceedi ngs, for instance, at which tinme a decision was taken on the custody
of children, the latter, whose opinion was extrenely inportant, could express
their views during the prelimnary investigations conducted by the socia
services and so need not be heard in the courtroomitself. Likewise, in the
event of a crinme being conmmitted against a child, the interviewwith the

al l eged victimcould be recorded on video cassette, thus avoiding the need for
the child to testify directly in court.
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37. Concerning the elimnation of violence agai nst wonen, the Swedish
Parliament had in spring 1998 approved a bill designed to inprove the
data-col l ection and victimidentification system notably through the police,
the objective being, in particular, to provide better protection for children
who were always victins of donestic violence, albeit indirectly.

38. Ms. VON HEI DENSTAM ( Sweden) said that children's issues were now
regularly taken into account at all stages of forrulation of foreign policy
and bilateral and nultilateral cooperation agreenments with third countries.

On that subject, the Swedish Mnistry of Foreign Affairs had prepared two

VWi te Papers, one on human rights and foreign policy and the other on
denocracy and cooperation for devel opment. The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
was al so keenly aware of the need to provide all its staff with basic
instruction in the fundanmental principles concerning children's rights, as set
forth in the Conventi on.

39. Replying to the question as to why Sweden had not ratified the

I nternational Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All M grant

Wor kers and Menbers of Their Families, she said that it was an instrunent
dating back nearly 10 years, so far ratified by only five or six countries,

t he provisions of which were far too conplex and detailed for a State such as
Sweden to be able to commit itself to their full observance. Nevertheless,

t he Swedi sh Governnment had decided in Cctober 1998 that the Mnistry of the
Interior would consult the other mnistries with a viewto formulating
recommendati ons for possible ratification of that Convention. The outcone of
the consultations would be known towards the end of January 1999.

40. In conclusion, she said that Swedish | egislation on recruitnent to the
armed forces was very strict and that no one under 18 could performmilitary
service or in any way be involved in hostilities or conflicts that m ght
concern Sweden.

41. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the Swedi sh delegation for its initial replies
to the questions on the list of issues relating to consideration of the second
periodic report of Sweden.

The neeting rose at 1.05 p.m




