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I. LAND AND PECPLE
A. Geographi cal aspects
1. Chad is a Sahelian country of the southern Sahara. It lies in the
centre of Africa between 8° and 24° north and between 14° and 24° east. It is

bounded in the north by Libya, in the east by Sudan, in the west by N ger

Ni geria and Canmeroon, and in the south by the Central African Republic. It
has an area of 1,284,000 knt, stretching 1,700 kmfromnorth to south and
1,000 kmfromeast to west. Because of its geographical situation, Chad is a
| andl ocked country, the nearest port being 1,765 kmfrom N Dj aména.

2. Chad's climate is characterized by two seasons - a dry season and a
rainy season. The climate is determ ned by the novenents of the
inter-tropical front, which regulates the cycle of the seasons. There are
three distinct major geographical zones:

The Saharan or desert zone in the north, which accounts for
46.7 per cent of the national territory and has an annual rainfall of

only 50 mm

The Sahelian zone, which covers 43.1 per cent of the national territory
and has an average annual rainfall of 300 to 600 nm

The Sudani an zone in the south, which covers 10.2 per cent of the
national territory and has an average annual rainfall of 900 mm

B. Denpgraphi c aspects

3. The results of the CGeneral Popul ati on and Housi ng Census (RGPH) of 1993,
publi shed in 1994, showed that Chad had 6,279,931 inhabitants, of whom

3, 265, 565 (approxi mately 52 per cent) were wonen. Because of unsafe
conditions, part of the population (six cantons of Logone Oriental and five
vill ages of Singnar canton in Quaddai), accounting for 1.4 per cent of the
total, was not included in the census.

4, For administrative purposes, Chad is divided into 14 prefectures.

Popul ation density is estimated at 5.1 inhabitants per knt The population is
very unevenly distributed: Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti (BET) in the north has

0.1 inhabitant per knf, while Logone Cccidental in the south has 52.4

i nhabitants per knf. The follow ng table shows the distribution of the

popul ation in each prefecture in figures and percentages.
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in figures and percentages

Prefecture Capi t al Resi dent popul ation Density Ur ban
popul ati on
Nunmbers | Percentage | I nhabitants | Percentage
per knt
BATHA ATI 288 458 4.6 3.2 12. 5
?FEES?;EFEE$;- FAYA- LARGEAU 73 185 192 0.1 27 5
BI LTI NE BI LTI NE 181 807 3.0 3.9 8.9
CHARI - BAGUI RM N DJAMENA 720 941 11.5 15. 1 48. 3
GUERA MONGO 306 253 4.8 5.2 14. 2
KANEM MAO 279 927 4.5 2.4 10. 6
LAC BOL 252 932 4.1 11.3 4.4
I(_ngSIO\IDENTAL MOUNDOU 455 489 7.2 52.4 26.5
LOGONE ORI ENTAL | DOBA 441 064 7 15. 7 10. 1
MAYO- KEBBI BONGOR 825 158 13. 1 27. 4 11.3
MOYEN- CHARI SARH 738 595 11.8 16. 3 20. 2
OUADDAI ABECHE 543 900 8.7 7.1 13.2
SALANVAT AM TI MAN 184 403 2 2.9 16. 4
TANDJI LE LAl 453 854 7.2 25.2 12. 4
Source: General Popul ati on and Housing Census, 1993/ Central Census

Bur eau (BCR).

5.

The table reveals the follow ng:

A very high concentration of the population in Logone Cccidental
, Moyen-Chari and Chari-Baguirm;

May o- Kebbi

Low popul ati on density in BET, Biltine and Sal amat.

conditions explain the em gration fromthese regions;

Low | eve

of urbani zation of the towns.

The harsh living
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6. O Chad's 14 prefectures, only 4 have an urban popul ati on of nore
than 20 per cent - BET, Chari-Baguirm , Logone Cccidental and Myen-Chari .
However, the statistics give fairly high urbanization rates (rural

depopul ation, insecurity).

7. There are two types of population in Chad - sedentary and nonuadi c,
distributed according to the table below by residential environment and sex.

Table 2: Distribution of the population by residential
environnent, type of population and sex

Type of popul ation Resi denti al environnment Tot a
and sex
Ur ban Rur al

Sedent ary

Wonmen 643 096 2 376 347 3 019 443

Men 641 428 2 139 178 2 780 606
Nomadi ¢

Men 180 765 180 765

Women 172 724 172 724
Tot al 1 284 524 4 869 014 6 153 538

Source: BCR, Mnistry of Planning and Cooperation (MPC), RGPH 93.

It energes fromthe 1993 general census that nomads account for only
5.7 per cent of the popul ation

8. Li ke other countries south of the Sahara, Chad has a larger female than
mal e population. It emerges fromthe 1993 census that there are 100 wonen for
every 94 nen. However, anpong the nonadi c popul ati ons, nen are nore numerous
than women: 105 nen for every 100 wonen. A |large proportion of men (106 nen
for every 100 wonen) are to be found in the towns whereas in the rura

envi ronnent wonen are nore nunmerous (94 nen for every 100 women).
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9. The distribution of the population by age gives the situation sumrari zed
in table 3 bel ow

Table 3: Distribution of the popul ation by sex and age group

Ur ban Rur al
Age group Mal e Feral e Tot al Mal e Feral e Tot al Overal |
0 to 4 years of age 115 619 112 243 227 86 449 92 447 685 897 605 1 125 407
2 0
5to 9 years of age 103 141 103 067 206 20 431 10 425 428 856 532 1 062 740
8 4
10 to 14 years of age 83 994 78 518 162 51 316 92 297 750 614 673 777 185
2 3
65 to 69 years of age 5 372 4 944 10 316 23 807 21 997 45 804 56 120
70 to 74 years of age 5 416 6 254 11 670 31 516 31 754 63 270 74 940
75 and over 5 915 6 434 12 349 35 322 30 983 66 305 78 654
Unknown 2 841 2 828 5 669 7 570 11 217 18 087 24 256

Source: BCR, Mnistry of Planning and Cooperation, RGPH 93.

10. Overall, the population of Chad is young; 48 per cent of Chadians are
under 15 years of age - an advantage for the econom c growth of the country.
The tabl e al so shows the small proportion of the popul ati on over 65 years of
age; this is linked to life expectancy, which is 50.3 years.

11. Chad conprises several ethnic groups; the 12 main groups are distributed
as shown in table 4.
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Table 4: Distribution of the population by residential environnent,
according to ethnic group

Mai n et hnic groups Ur ban Rur al Tot al Per cent age
envi ronnent envi ronnent

Ar ab 164 024 597 750 761 744 12. 3
Bagui rm en 34 551 57 525 92 076 1.5
Fitri Batha 84 678 204 216 288 894 4.7
Gor ane 103 318 280 470 383 778 6.3
Hadj ar ai 98 125 315 794 413 919 6.7
Kanem Bor nou 117 868 438 607 556 475 9
Lac Iro 6 092 27 453 33 545 0.5
May o- Kebbi 81 363 632 464 713 827 11.5
Quaddai 85 837 455 445 541 282 8.7
Peul h 26 020 125 663 151 683 2.4
Sar a 394 116 1 320 650 1 714 766 27.7
Tandjil é 63 156 337 723 400 879 6.5

Source: BCR, Mnistry of Planning and Cooperati on RGPH 93.

Rel i gi on
12. The great majority of the popul ation of Chad follow sone religion

The 1993 census showed that the domi nant religions were |Islam and
Christianity; 54 per cent of the population is Miuslim 20 per cent Catholic
and 14 per cent Protestant, while 10 per cent of the popul ation declare
themsel ves to be aninmists, 3 per cent have no religion and 1 per cent say they
have no fixed views. An analysis of the census data shows that the Mislim
popul ation is nore nunerous and found in the north and centre of the country,
while the south is predom nantly Christian

Languages

13. Li ngui stic diversity is one of the features of the Chadian popul ation
There are 110 di alects or |anguages, and the followi ng five main |inguistic
groups:

The | anguages of the eastern Sahara spoken by the Mm, the Tam,
Bor o- Maba, Dadj o and Rounga, which are spoken as far as Sudan and the
Guéra border;

Chadi an | anguages spoken in the regions of Lake Chad, Myen-Chari and
Logone, part of Guéra and western Quaddai
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The | anguages known as Chadi an Arabic are famliar to a |arge part of
t he Chadi an popul ati on;

The Sara-Bongo and Baguirm en | anguages include the | anguages of the
Sara, Kinga, Baguirm en and Kouka ethnic groups;
The Massa, Moundang,

Toupouri and Mooum | anguages.

As in other countries, linguistic diversity is a severe functional

The official |anguages are French and Arabic.

C. Denographic and health data

Table 5: Main denographic indicators
I ndi cators 1991 1992 1993 1994
Popul ati on 5 507 975 5 634 652 6 279 931 6 435 045
Density 4.3 4.9 5.01
i nhabitants i nhabitants i nhabitants
per knf per knt per knf
Li fe expectancy 47 50. 3
at birth
Nat ural growth 8.33% i dem 2.47% 2.47%
rate
Birth rate 42. 32%0 i dem 41%o0 14%0
Ceneral death 19. 04%0 i dem 16. 3%o
rate
Fertility index |5.17 children i dem 5.6 children 5.6 children
per woman per woman per woman
Cener al 154%0 i dem
fertility rate
I nf ant 129%0 i dem 190%0
nortality rate
Mat er nal 222%o 378%o
nmortality rate

Source:

Directorate of Statistics for

Econom ¢ and Denographi c Studies
( DSEED) / BCR/ MPC.

Estimte of the Ofice of Statistics,
basis of the 1989 El ectoral Census.

Pl anni ng and Studi es (BSPE) on the

Source 1992: BSPE (1989 El ectoral Census).

Source 1993-1994: Source BCR/ RGPH.
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15. The following facts energe fromtable 5:
St eady popul ati on grow h;

Li fe expectancy at birth is higher than the 1991 and 1992 esti mates
(50. 3 years as opposed to 47);

The Iife expectancy of 50.3 years is close to that of Central Africa,
which is 51.1 years according to the Human Devel opnent Report 1992;

The crude birth rate is 41 per 1, 000;
The crude death rate is 16.3 per 1, 000.

D. Soci o-econom c indictors

16. The economy of Chad is based on agriculture, animl husbandry and
fishing. Comrerce, which is a very inportant sector for national devel opment,
is dom nated by informal trading. The Chadi an econony has been disrupted by a
| ong period of political and military crisis which has caused the socia
situation to deteriorate.

Table 6: Incone per capita
I ncome 1990 1991 1992 1993
GDP per capital CFAF 56 905 63 152 62 413 62 887
GNP per capital CFAF 71 379 73 880 75 421

Source: DSEED, DPDR

17. The average annual growth of real CGDP at current prices was 4 per cent.
This growth was very irregul ar because of climatic factors, which strongly
affected a | arge part of agricultural output, one of the mainstays of the
econony.

Table 7: GP from 1991 to 1995

Year s 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

GDP in 333 205 372 762 350 632 291 693 422 153 480 063
mllions
of CFAF at
current
prices

Source: DSEED/ MPC.
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Ext er nal debt

18. The outstandi ng public external debt of Chad, made up in 1995

of 83.97 per cent of nultilateral debts, 10.91 per cent of bilateral debts,
0.73 per cent of debts to foreign suppliers and 4.36 per cent of debts to the
Banque des Etats de |'Afrique Centrale and the International Mnetary Fund,

i ncreased sharply after 1991 when it grew to CFAF 151.6 billion from

CFAF 126.5 billion in 1990. Since then, the debt has continued to increase at
an average annual rate of 31.9 per cent over the period 1991 to 1995.

Table 8: External debt from 1991 to 1995

Year s 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995
Ext ernal debt, at 160 900 193 229 209 345 411 565 430 248
the end of year,
in mllions of
CFAF

Source: DSEED/ MPC.

19. The outstandi ng debt for 1994, which was CFAF 411,565 mllion
or 96.67 per cent of GDP conmpared with 52.10 per cent in 1993, is obviously
linked to the devaluation of the CFA franc.

Inflation

20. Inflation estimated on the basis of observations of the variation in
average prices during the two years follow ng devaluation is far fromthe
initial forecast. All inflation forecasts for these two years were distorted
by price fluctuations. The price increases actually experienced by househol ds
and eval uated on the basis of prices recorded during this period permtted a
forecast of a maximuminflation level of 5.6 per cent, well below the |evel of
6.5 per cent laid down in the Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility
programe ( ESAF).

21. The fluctuations in inflation rates since those two years are due to a
nunber of causes, the nost inportant of which are:

The liberalization of the prices of certain products nutually agreed
with the Bretton Wods institutions;

The continuing fight against fraud to nake the econonmy conpetitive
abroad, and to obtain resources for the State at honeg;

The difficulties of conmunication by road between the regi ons during at
| east five nonths of the year, leading to increases in the prices of
manuf act ured products and foodstuffs in all regions;
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The pressure of demand on consuner goods as a result of the ESAF
programe, in particular the inprovenent of incone from production and
the al nost regul ar paynent of wages to all workers in the public sector

Deval uati on, whose effects persist on the prices of inports, which
continue to rise

22. In conclusion, inflation for 1996, neasured by the 1996 price index and
t he accunul ated average for the 1995 index, is estimated at 2.9 per cent. To
this increase will be added the increase for the year 1996.

Unenpl oynent

23. Under deci sion No. 23/85- CACEU- 435 adopting enpl oynent and | abour
statistics in the Central African Custonms and Econom c Union (CACEU), the
National Office for the Pronotion of Enploynment (ONAPE) drew up a table giving
the following indicators for 1990 to 1994:

Table 9: Distribution of rates of enploynent and unenpl oynent

Conponent s 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Job seekers 2 392 4 151 2 416 456 7 845
Pl acenent s 102 316 272 23 132
Unsuccessful job 2 290 3 835 2 538 433 7 713
seekers
Job seekers, 2 290 6 125 8 269 8 696 16 409
curmul ative tota
Wage earners 9 913 12 531 13 452 14 600 15 760
Active popul ation 12 203 18 656 21 715 23 296 32 175
Rat e of 19% 33% 38% 37% 51%

unenpl oyment

Rate of activity 81% 67% 62% 63% 49%

Source: ONAPE

24. It should be nentioned that ONAPE s nethod of calculating rates of
unenpl oyment is based on registered job seekers plus wage earners.

25. It may al so be noted that these rates do not precisely reflect the
present situation since the entry job seekers into the civil service was
suspended by the Finance Act of March 1992 (except in education and health).
Prior to that date an average of 1,000 civil servants were recruited each
year; this could increase the rates of unenploynment in the table as from 1992
in the two sectors conbi ned.
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E. Data on education

26. The study of school enrol nent followi ng the 1993 census was based on
data concerni ng persons who declared thenselves to be “pupils” or “students”.
A total of 696,217 pupils and students were counted, 80 per cent of whom were
registered in primary schools. This situation reveals the existence of many
shortcom ngs in the Chadi an educati on system

Table 10: Structure of the school popul ation by sex
and |l evel of studies, in percentage terns

Level s of studies Mal es Femal es Tot al Proportion
of mal es
Primary 51.8 28.3 80.1 183.1
Secondary, Ist cycle 8.8 2.6 11.4 343.2
Secondary, 2nd cycle 3.1 0.6 3.7 502.1
Hi gher 0.4 0.1 0.5 580. 2
Vocat i onal 0.1 0. 00 0.1 328. 4

Source: BCR/ RGTH 1993.

27. The results of the surveys of school enrol nment show | ow | evel s for
girls. In the first cycle, one pupil out of three is a girl and as education
progresses, the nunber of girls declines.

28. The second type of problemin the education system according to the
data, is the |low capacity of secondary education vis-a-vis rapidly increasing
demand.

29. In Chad, the illiteracy rate is approximately 86.5 per cent,
conprising 77 per cent of nen and 94.8 per cent of wonen.

30. The very high illiteracy rate anong wonen is |linked to soci o-economc
and cultural constraints, and traditional practices which naturally predestine
a girl to becone an exenpl ary nother, thus excluding her fromany form of
schooling. The CGovernnent's present concern is to increase the annual nunbers
of literates and instructors by the end of the century. Literacy training in
the nother tongue will be intensified, together with activities in support of
wonen.

Status of wonen

31. Wonen are an inportant conponent of the population. They play an
essential econonmic role in both rural and urban areas, performng various
tasks ranging fromthe upbringing of children and the producti on storage and
mar keting of crops to the preparation of nmeals and water-carrying. According
to the 1993 census, a |arge nunber of wonen are heads of fanilies and play the
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sanme roles as nen who are in charge of their households. Such wonmen are to be
found both in the towns (25.2 per cent) and in the countryside (22.2 per cent).

1. GENERAL POLI TI CAL STRUCTURE

32. Chad acceded to i ndependence on 11 August 1960. Since that date the
country has been trapped in a vicious series of civil wars which have | asted
for nore than 30 years. To renmedy the situation, a Sovereign Nationa
Conference conprising all the active forces of the nation was organi zed from
15 January to 6 April 1993. The purpose of this Conference was to consider
the political, economc, social and cultural situation in depth. It led to
the establishment of a transitional regime which will end when all the

per manent denocratic institutions have been established.

33. The Constitution, adopted on 31 March 1996 by referendum and promul gated
on 14 April 1996, sanctions the separation of the executive, legislative and
judicial powers.

34. According to article 59 of the Constitution, the executive power is
exerci sed by the President of the Republic and the Governnent. The

| egi sl ati ve power is exercised by Parliament, which is nade up of the Nationa
Assenbly and the Senate (Constitution, art. 106).

35. The judicial power is independent of the executive and the |egislature
and is exercised by the Supreme Court, the courts of appeal, the ordinary
courts and the magi strates' courts.

36. The National College for Adm nistration and the Mgistracy (ENAM trains
judges, justices of the peace and clerks of the court. However, only

82 judges practise in the Chadian courts, which is clearly insufficient for a
popul ati on of over 6 million

37. Fol | owi ng the adoption of the Constitution, presidential elections
were held to elect the President of the Republic, who was invested on
8 August 1996. Ceneral elections are schedul ed for Novenmber 1996.

[11. GENERAL FRAMEWORK W THI N WHI CH HUMAN RI GHTS ARE PROTECTED

A. Judicial, adnmnistrative or other conpetent authorities
with jurisdiction affecting human rights

38. The adm ni strative, legislative and judicial authorities, in the
exercise of their duties, ensure conpliance with the human rights principles
and international standards set out in the international and regiona
instruments and the Constitution

39. Under article 82 of the Constitution, Parlianent ensures the defence and
pronmoti on of human rights and freedons.

40. Judi ci al power is exercised by the Court of Appeal, the ordinary courts
and the magistrates' courts. The judicial power is the guardian of freedons
and intellectual property (Constitution, art. 148).
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41. The courts of general jurisdiction hear cases of human rights violations
through crimnal indemification actions coupled with crimnal actions agai nst
the perpetrators.

42. In order to guarantee and protect hurman rights in Chad, the Governnent
established a National Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts under Act No. 0031/ PR/ 94 of
9 Septenber 1994. Anpng the tasks of this independent body is that of

subm tting opinions to the Governnent concerning human rights and freedons,

i ncluding the status of wonen, the rights of children and di sabl ed persons.

43. Menti on shoul d al so be nade of the inportant activities of Chadian NGGCs,
whi ch are the main protagonists in the sphere of human rights. Since 1990, a
nunber of human rights associati ons have been established in Chad. These

i ncl ude the Chadi an League of Human Ri ghts (LTDH), the Chadi an Associ ation for
the Promption and Defence of Human Ri ghts (ATPDH), Chad without Viol ence
(TNV), the Association of Female Jurists (ARJT), the Chadi an Associ ation of
Jurists (ATJ), etc. which, in the area of human rights, enable individuals to
approach the State donmain.

B. Renedies available to an individual whose hunan
rights have been violated, and systens of
conmpensation and rehabilitation for victins

44, Internationally, any person who is a victimof a violation of human
rights may, once he has exhausted all available donestic renedies, submt a
conplaint to the Human Ri ghts Conmittee under the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights. The right of petition is also recognized by the
I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial

Di scrimnation and the Convention agai nst Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnent or Punishment. Unfortunately, although Chad has ratified
t hese various Conventions, nost Chadians are not famliar with this remedy.

45, Any person who is a victimof a human rights violation may bring his
case before the national courts which have jurisdiction. The courts also have
jurisdiction to order offenders to provide redress for their offence. 1In the

event of failure to act on the part of the courts of general jurisdiction, the
victimnmay take his case to the National Conm ssion on Human Rights, in
accordance with Decree No. 163/ PR/ 96 of 2 February 1996, which established the
Conmi ssion's rules of procedure.

46. In article 87, the Constitution provides for enmergency measures which
the President of the Republic can take in the event of inm nent danger

C. I ncorporation and inplenentation of internationa
human rights instrunents in the nationa
|l egal system

47. Inits preanble the 1996 Constitution reasserts Chad' s attachnent to the
principles of human rights as defined by the Charter of the United Nations of
1945, the Universal Declaration of 1948, and the African Charter on Human and
Peopl es’ Rights of 1981
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48. The donestic inplenmentation of the international human rights
instruments is in keeping with the conditions for treaty inplenentation set
out in article 222 of the Constitution, which provides that the ratification
or approval of treaties takes effect nationally as soon as they are
promul gat ed and publi shed.

49. However, the only difficulty lies in the enforcement of a precise
penalty given the |ack of relevant provisions in the Crimnal Code. There is
a |l egal vacuum here which requires an appropriate amendnent of the Crim nal
Code. In this context, Decree No. 055/PR/ 94 of 30 March 1994 established a
Judi ci al Reform Conmi ssion in order to bring national legislation into line
with the international human rights instrunments.

I'V. | NFORMATI ON AND PUBLICI TY

50. The liberalization of political activity in 1991 enabl ed the human
rights organi zations and trade uni on organi zations to cone into being. A
nunber of civil society associations (LTDH, ATPDH, AFJT, AJAC, TNV, UST, CLTT)
are playing an effective part in the defence and protection of human rights,
in the formof training and awareness-rai sing senmi nars on the concepts of
human rights and trade union freedom Courses on human rights in the police
coll ege, a civic education canpaign, |lectures, discussions, etc. have been
organi zed in order to give the public a clearer idea of the concepts of human
rights.

51. Wth this in mnd, the National Comr ssion on Human Ri ghts (CNDH) has
started a radi o progranme, broadcast every Wdnesday, and has published and
i ncluded the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in the school curricul um
CNDH is in the process of preparing sinmlar broadcasts in national |anguages.

52. As to the publication of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, it
has been translated into two national |anguages, dialectal Arabic and

Sara Madjingaye. On commenoration days such as 16 June and 30 Septenber,
extracts fromthe Convention are read out in the national |anguages on radio
and tel evision programmes.

53. Not e should be taken of the establishnent of bodies such as the Higher
Council on Communi cation (HCC) and the Children's Press Committee. Simlarly,
the political parties and religious institutions contribute to the pronotion,
publicity and dissenination of human rights concepts through their

awar eness-rai sing and education activities. Al these activities show that
the Governnent attaches great inportance to the observance of human rights in
Chad.
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