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I.  LAND AND PEOPLE

1. Inits seven years of sovereignty, the Kyrgyz Republic has successfully
shown the world that it is a unique ethnic and cultural conponent of human
civilization pursuing its own path of devel opnent and has established its

pl ace as a denocratic and peace-loving State. The attainment of independence
was not sinply a mechanical transfer of power; it was a very conplex and

anmbi guous process of transition fromone status to another. 1In this context,
the fundamental shifts that occurred in people’s consciousness and psychol ogy
were al so conpl ex phenonena: for the nost part, the people responded
enthusiastically to the social, economc and political reforms, and this is
the nost inportant point because the people are the mainspring of the

hi storical process and progress.

2. The Kyrgyz Republic covers an area of 199,900 square kil onmetres.
It conprises six oblasts, 41 districts, 20 cities, 29 areas incorporated
as towns, and 422 rural adm nistrations. The capital is Bishkek

(600, 000 i nhabitants).

3. The Kyrgyz Republic is located in the north-eastern region of

Central Asia. Lying between the Pamr-Altai nountains in the south-west and
the Tien Shan mountains in the north-east, Kyrgyzstan shares borders with
Kazakhstan, Taji ki stan, Uzbeki stan and China.

4, As of 1 January 1998 the total population was 4.7 mllion; the urban
popul ation nunbered 1.6 mllion (34 per cent of the total) and the rura
population 3.1 mllion (66 per cent). There were 2.3 mllion males and

2.4 million femal es, respectively 49 and 51 per cent of the total popul ation.
5. Age structure of the population As of 1 January 1998 children and
adol escents under 16 years of age nunbered 1.8 mllion, representing

39 per cent of the total population. Persons of working age (mal es between
16 and 59 and fenal es between 16 and 54 years of age) accounted for

51 per cent of the population. There were 500,000 pensioners (10 per cent).
The nmean length of life was 62 years for males and 71 years for fennles.

6. The denpgraphic situationis characterized by falling birth and crude
death rates and a decline in the migratory novenent of the popul ation out of
the Republic. This is particularly evident in Bishkek and Chuobl ast, where
the birth rate has fallen to 14.5 and 16.2 respectively. The fall in the
birth rate is attributable to the sharp deterioration in the social and
econom ¢ condition of society. By depressing the level of famly welfare,
that deterioration is negatively affecting reproductive behaviour.

7. State policy to protect the reproductive health of the popul ation
focuses on maintaining the optimum i nter-pregnancy interval and is resulting
in a reduced incidence of childbirth in famlies in risk groups in particular.

8. There were approxi mtely 35,000 deaths in 1997 (7.5 per 1,000),

a decrease conpared with 1996 (7.6 per 1,000). At the sanme tine there has
been an increase in nortality from di seases such as tuberculosis and i schenic
heart disease; that is linked to the decline in living conditions.
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9. Despite showi ng sonme stabilization, the high levels of nortality anpng
wonmen during pregnancy, |abour and the lying-in period, and anong babies in
the first year of |life (maternal and infant nortality), give particul ar cause
for alarm 1n 1997, deaths in these categories nunbered over 80 for

wonmen (81 per 100,000 births) and approximately 3,000 for infants

(28 per 1,000 births).

10. The principal causes of maternal nortality are renal, l|iver,

cardi ovascul ar and endocrine disorders and infectious di seases causi ng severe
t oxaem a acconpani ed by the devel opment of multiple organ failure and

post partum haenorrhage, with subsequent fatal outcone. Respiratory disorders
and perinatal complications are the main causes of infant nortality.

11. External mgration in 1997 fell by a factor of 1.6 conpared with the
previous year to total 17,000 as against 12,000 em grants.

12. As a result of these processes, Kyrgyzstan's popul ation increased
by 59,000 (1.3 per cent) in 1997. As of 1 January 1998, the total popul ation
was 4, 666, 000

13. Et hni c conposition of the population As of 1 January 1997, Kyrgyz
accounted for 60.8 per cent of the population, Russians for 15.3 per cent,
Uzbeks for 14.3 per cent, and Ukrainians for 1.5 per cent. Kyrgyzstan is also
honme to groups of CGermans, Tartars, Kazakhs, Koreans, Uigurs, Tajiks and
Dungans - nmore than 80 nationalities in all.

14. Level of education of the population In 1997, the nunber of Kyrgyz
citizens with (conplete or inconplete) higher and secondary educati on was
872 per 1,000 of population aged 15 years and over. O this total, 101 had
conpl ete higher education; 15 had inconplete higher education; 150 had
speci al i zed secondary education, 409 had general secondary education;

and 197 had i nconpl ete secondary educati on.

15. The main indicator of the level and rate of the country’s econom c

devel oprment is GDP. In 1995 there were indications that the econony had
stabilized, as evidenced by slowi ng of the decline of GDP (GDP in 1995

was 94.6 per cent of the 1994 figure); in 1996, GDP actually grew

(107.1 per cent). GDP for 1996 (in current prices) was 23,399,300 som

or 44.9 per cent higher in nomnal terns than the 1995 |l evel and 13.2 per cent
hi gher than the GDP forecast nmade in the indicative plan for the social and
econom ¢ devel opment of the Kyrgyz Republic for the period 1996 to 2000.

Nom nal GDP for 1997 is estimted to have been 30,438,000 som or 10.4 per
cent higher in volune terns than the previous year.

16. Consuner price trends in respect of non-food goods were influenced by
restrained effective demand from the popul ation. From the beginning of the
year growth in non-food prices was far |lower than growth in food and service
prices; it totalled 120 per cent. In 1997 the growth of prices and tariffs
for remunerated services (145.8 per cent) far outstripped the growh in
consunmer goods prices (133.4 per cent). Over the year as a whole the prices
of staple foods, the principal itemin consunmer expenditure, rose
significantly. 1n 1996 the biggest price increases concerned fruit and
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berries (240 per cent), eggs, mlk and poultry (160 per cent), and dairy
products, flour, pasta, bread and bakery products (120-140 per cent).

17. In 1997 there was a steady slowdown in the rate of increase of consuner
prices. Prices rose 14.8 per cent on average, with food posting an increase
of 17.4 per cent, services 15.4 per cent and non-food itens 7.3 per cent. The
bi ggest rises concerned neat and poultry (160 per cent), sugar (120 per cent)
and vegetable oil (130 per cent).

18. O the renunerated services surveyed, it was nursery school fees that
showed the biggest increase (140 per cent) in 1997. Housing costs rose by
25.8 per cent, transport services by 22.4 per cent and comuni cati ons

by 8.3 per cent.

19. Under article 34 of the Kyrgyz Constitution, State health-care
institutions offer guaranteed free nedical assistance. The CGovernnment has
identified and approved categories and groups of the population entitled to
receive free medical assistance. Subject to the consent of the patient or his
next of kin, paid services may be provided in emergencies.

20. During periods of social transformation, the population’'s standard of
living declines. Inconmes fall and for people generally, and society's nost
vul nerabl e menbers in particular, many social benefits become unaffordabl e.

21. Wth a view to regulating the provision of renunerated nedical services,
a draft | aw has been drawn up on the extrabudgetary activity of Kyrgyz
health-care institutions. It establishes a Iist of the renunerated nedical

services which may be offered to those able to pay for them The Governnent

i s making provision for targeted funding to organize a sumertime health-
bui | di ng canpai gn for children under 14 years of age. Trade unions subsidize
permts for sanatorium and restorative holidays. It nust be adnmitted,
however, that for nobst people a visit to a sanatorium resort, sporting or
tourismfacility is still a rarity.

22. Public health is also affected by the disturbed ecol ogi cal bal ance in
the Republic, variously attributable to the change in the Aral basin, nuclear
testing in neighbouring States and the hazardous condition of subsurface ponds
for radioactive tailings.

23. As of 1 January 1998, 54,600 citizens were officially registered as
bei ng unenpl oyed. Wonmen account for 58 per cent of that total.

24, Femal es comprise over half (55 per cent) of the under-age unenpl oyed
and 60 per cent of young unenpl oyed people between the ages of 16 and 29.
Nearly 67 per cent of unenployed wonen are raising mnors, and 19 per cent of
them have five or nore children.

1. GENERAL PCLI TI CAL STRUCTURE

A. Brief historical survey

25. In the third century B.C., the Kyrgyz tribes were the nost culturally
and econonically advanced ethnic group in southern Siberia. 1In the
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fourth century, a vast association of tribes resenbling the barbarian kingdons
of Western Europe was formed under the supremacy of the Kyrgyz. At the height
of its power, this association covered the upper Enisei basin and all of

sout hern Siberia, including Altai and Mongoli a.

26. The Kyrgyz great power was short-lived. 1In the tenth century A D.
Kyrgyzstan was the core territory of the Qarakhanid State. In the thirteenth
century the Mngol invasion brought about significant political and econom c
changes. Et hnographi cal characteristics changed. Interm ngling and
assimlation of ethnic groups occurred. The fifteenth century was
characterized by renewed feudal strife in the Mongol Enpire; Kyrgyz tribes
began to consolidate into State-like federations. Between 1850 and 1870
Kyrgyzstan became a subject of the Russian Enpire. Soviet power was
establ i shed between Novenber 1917 and June 1918. Kyrgyzstan becane an

aut ononous obl ast, an autononous republic and a union in 1924, 1926 and 1936
respectively. The principal events between 1936 and 1991 were victory in the
Second World War, the “thaw under Khrushchev, “stagnation” under Brezhnev,
the vacill ations of perestroi ka under Gorbachev and the coll apse of the
totalitarian system

27. Kyrgyzstan declared its independence on 31 August 1991. In the

Decl aration on the State independence of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, the
Suprenme Soviet of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan solemmly proclainmed the country
to be an i ndependent sovereign State.

B. State structure, political system form of governnent

28. Under the Constitution, the Kyrgyz Republic is a sovereign, unitary,
denocratic republic founded on the rule of aw and a secular State. The
sovereignty of the Kyrgyz Republic is not limted and extends to all of its
territory. The Kyrgyz people is the repository of sovereignty and the sole
source of State power in the Kyrgyz Republic.

29. Only the el ected Zhogorku Kenesh (Parlianment) and the President of
the Kyrgyz Republic are entitled to speak for the people of Kyrgyzstan.
Amendnents to and revisions of the Constitution, |aws and other inportant
issues inthe |life of the State may be put to a referendum

30. Inits formof governnent, Kyrgyzstan conbi nes el enents of a
presidential and a parlianentary republic (a presidential-parlianmentary
republic).

The President of the Kyrgyz Republic

31. The President of the Kyrgyz Republic is the head of State, the highest
official in the country, a symbol of national unity and State power, and the
guarantor of the Constitution and human and civil rights and freedonms. The
head of State determines the main lines of the State’s domestic and foreign
policy, represents the Kyrgyz Republic inside the country and in the context
of international relations, takes nmeasures to protect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the Kyrgyz Republic, and safeguards the unity and
continuity of State power, the coordination and interaction of State organs
and their accountability to the people.
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32. The President of the Kyrgyz Republic is elected for a term of

five years. The sane individual cannot be elected President for nore than two
consecutive ternms. The presidency nust be held by a Kyrgyz citizen not |ess
than 35 and not nore than 65 years of age who speaks the national |anguage and
has been resident in the country for at |east 15 years prior to his nom nation
for the presidency.

The leqgislature

33. The Anmendment and Suppl enenting of the Constitution of the

Kyrgyz Republic Act of 17 February 1996, which was adopted by referendum on
10 February 1996, stipulates that the legislative branch of the

Kyrgyz Republic shall be the Zhogorku Kenesh (Parlianent), a bicameral
representative body conprising: the Legislative Assenbly, a standi ng body of
35 el ected deputies representing the interests of the population as a whol e,
and the sessional Assenbly of People’ s Representatives, which nunbers

70 el ected deputies representing territorial interests. The deputies of the
Legi sl ative Assenbly and the Assenbly of People’s Representatives are el ected
for a termof five years.

34. The Legislative Assenbly of the Zhogorku Kenesh is responsible for:
anmendi ng and suppl enmenting the Constitution in line with prescribed
constitutional procedure; enacting laws; officially interpreting the
Constitution and the laws which it has itself enacted; nodifying the borders
of the Kyrgyz Republic, and approving | aws enacted by the Assenbly of People’'s
Representati ves.

35. The Assenbly of People’ s Representatives of the Zhogorku Kenesh is
responsi ble for: anending and suppl enenting the Constitution of the

Kyrgyz Republic; enacting laws in certain cases provided for by the
Constitution; approving | aws enacted by the Legislative Assenbly in cases
specified by the Constitution; officially interpreting the Constitution and
laws which it has itself enacted; passing the budget and certifying the

nati onal accounts, and nodifying the jurisdiction of city and mlitary courts
of the Kyrgyz Republic.

The executive

36. Article 69 of the Constitution stipulates that executive power in the
Kyrgyz Republic shall be exercised by the Governnent of the Kyrgyz Republi c,
its subordinate mnistries, State cormmittees, adm nistrative departnments, and
the local State admi nistration

37. The CGovernment of the Kyrgyz Republic is the country's highest executive
organ. The Governnent is headed by the Prine Mnister of the Kyrgyz Republic
and consists of the Prine Mnister, the Deputy Prime Mnisters, mnisters

and the chairnmen of the State Committees of the Kyrgyz Republic.

38. The Prine Mnister is appointed by the President with the consent of the
Assenbly of People’s Representatives. The Prime Mnister outlines the genera
di recti on of government policy in accordance with the Constitution, the | aws
and presidential decrees. He also organizes the Government’s work and is
personally responsible for its performance.
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The judiciary

39. Article 79 of the Constitution stipulates that justice in the
Kyrgyz Republic shall be administered solely by the courts.

40. The follow ng courts exist in the Kyrgyz Republic: the Constitutiona
Court, the Suprene Court, the High Court of Arbitration and the |ocal courts
(obl ast courts, Bishkek city court, district courts, city courts, obl ast
arbitration courts, Bishkek arbitration court, and mlitary courts).

41. The Constitutional Court of the Kyrgyz Republic is the highest judicia
organ for the protection of the Constitution. It declares |aws and ot her
regul atory acts to be unconstitutional in cases where they depart fromthe
Constitution, and it settles disputes concerning the operation, application
and interpretation of the Constitution. Decisions of the Constitutional Court
are final and unappeal abl e.

42. The Supreme Court of the Kyrgyz Republic is the highest judicial organ
in respect of civil, crimnal and adm nistrative proceedi ngs. The

Suprenme Court supervises the judicial activity of theoblast, Bishkek city and
district courts.

43. The Hi gh Court of Arbitration of the Kyrgyz Republic and theobl ast and
Bi shkek arbitration courts formthe unified systemof arbitration courts of
the Kyrgyz Republic. Arbitration courts settle disputes arising in the
econom ¢ sphere and in business between entities under various forns of
ownership. The High Court of Arbitration of the Kyrgyz Republic supervises
the judicial activity of the oblast and Bi shkek arbitration courts.

44, Deci si ons handed down by the Kyrgyz courts which have acquired | egal
force are binding on all State organs, businesses, public associations,
officials and citizens and are subject to execution throughout the territory
of Kyrgyzstan. Failure to execute judicial decisions which have acquired

| egal force, and also interference in the work of the courts, incurs liability
as specified by the | aw

I11. GENERAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE PROTECTI ON OF HUMAN RI GHTS

Law enf orcenent organs.

45. The work of the |aw enforcenment organs is based on unconditi onal
conpliance with the |laws of the Kyrgyz Republic and international treaties in
respect of citizens' rights, freedons and I awful interests. Law enforcenent
in the Kyrgyz Republic is the preserve of special organs including the
Procurator’s Ofice, the Mnistry of Internal Affairs and its subsidiary
organs, the Mnistry of National Security, the Mnistry of Justice and

| awyers.

46. The Ofice of the Procurator of the Kyrgyz Republic is a State body
within the executive branch with responsibility for verifying that |egislative
instrunents are strictly and uniformy observed by |ocal self-governnment
organs, mnistries, State commttees, adm nistrative departnents and ot her
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government organs, local State admi nistration, public associations, officials,
busi nesses regardl ess of their form of ownership, and citizens.

47. The Mnistry of Internal Affairs is an arned State | aw enforcenment organ
whi ch perfornms executive and adm nistrative functions connected with the

mai nt enance of public order, the protection of personal and public safety and
the fight against crine.

48. The Mnistry of Justice is the primary adm nistrative organ for
i mpl ementing State | egal policy as regards protection of the rights and | awf ul
interests of citizens and of | egal persons whatever their form of ownership

49. The Mnistry of National Security and other national security organs

bel ong to the executive branch and are intended for preventing harmto the
security of the Kyrgyz Republic; within the limts of the powers entrusted to
them they also ensure personal, public and State security, and expose,

prevent and suppress espionage and subversion by foreign intelligence services
and organi zati ons.

50. Lawyers help to protect the rights and awful interests of citizens and
organi zations. They also facilitate the adm nistration of justice and the
observance and strengthening of the law. They mainly: advise on and

el uci date | egal problens; represent clients before the courts and other State
organs in civil and adm nistrative cases, and frame applications, appeals and
ot her docunents of a |legal nature.

51. No person may be arrested or detained otherw se than prescribed by |aw
All acts tending to attribute guilt for an offence before there has been a
verdict by a court are inadm ssible and constitute grounds for the award of
material or noral danmages to the aggrieved party through the internediary of a
court.

52. The rules enshrined in the Constitution are in accord with the

provi sions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the internationa
covenants and instrunments pertaining to human rights. Under national |aw, al
Kyrgyz citizens are equally entitled to the protection of their rights and
freedonms regardl ess of their national or social origin, sex, |anguage,
political or other opinions, religion, place of residence, property or other
status. Judicial protection of rights and freedons is guaranteed, and
citizens are, therefore, entitled to seek redress through the courts if they
believe that their rights have been vi ol at ed.

Special organs for the protection of human rights

53. In order to establish effective machinery for protecting human rights
and assisting the President in exercising his constitutional powers as
guarantor of human and civil rights and freedons, a presidential decree was

i ssued on 5 July 1997 establishing a Human Ri ghts Comm ssion reporting to the
President of the Kyrgyz Republic.

54. The State Conm ssion for the Fami |y and Wonen, which reports to the
Kyrgyz Government, was established in 1996. The Comm ssion deals with the



HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 101
page 9

i npl ementation of priority neasures to resolve the nost inportant issues
facing women and addresses topics relevant to their rights and freedons.

55. A Conmi ssion for Mnors has been established within the
Kyrgyz Government. Simlar structures have been forned in the regions.

56. Organs to deal with the problens facing famlies, wonmen and children
operate at all levels in the Kyrgyz Republic. A Human Rights Conmttee and a
Comm ssi on on Education, Wmen, the Family and Youth operate in the
Legi sl ative Assenbly of the Zhogorku Kenesh.

57. A | arge nunber of non-governnmental organizations involved in the
protection of human rights are currently operating in Kyrgyzstan. Many of
them provide the public with informtion about the rights and freedons

guar ant eed under the Constitution and international human rights instrunents.

58. For the purposes of drafting for submi ssion to the rel evant

Uni ted Nations organs the country's initial reports on the |egislative,

adm ni strative and other neasures taken by the Kyrgyz Government in pursuance
of human rights conventions, the Kyrgyz Governnent issued an Ordi nance on

27 June 1997 establishing an interdepartmental comm ssion entrusted with the
preparation of national reports on Kyrgyzstan's inplenentation of human rights
conventi ons.

Constitutional protection of civil and political rights

59. Kyrgyzstan’s Basic Law is the Constitution adopted by the

Zhogor ku Kenesh in 1993, as anended and revised on 17 February 1996. It
contains a special section outlining the rights and freedons of the individual
and the duties of the citizen.

60. Article 16 of the Constitution recognizes and guarantees fundanent al
human rights and freedonms in accordance with universally accepted principles
and standards of international law and the inter-State treaties and agreenents
concerning human rights which have been ratified by the Kyrgyz Republic.
Everyone in the Kyrgyz Republic has the right to life, physical and noral

i mmuni ty, personal freedom and security, freedom of personal devel opnent,
freedomof religion, spiritual life and worship, free expression and

di ssem nation of their thoughts, ideas and opinions, freedomof literary,
artistic, scientific and technical creativity, freedomof the press, freedom
to transmt and dissem nate information, freedom of nmovenment, freedomto
choose a place of abode or residence anywhere in Kyrgyzstan, freedomto travel
abroad and to return w thout hindrance, freedom of associati on and peaceabl e
unarnmed assenbly, freedomto hold rallies and denonstrations, inviolability of
the home, freedom and privacy of correspondence, dignity, freedom of private
life, personal and fam |y privacy, private postal, tel egraph and tel ephone
comruni cations, the right to own property and to possess, use and adm ni ster
it at their discretion, econonmc freedom free use of their abilities and
property for any type of econom c activity, freedom of |abour and the right
freely to choose their occupation or profession.
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61. The enuneration of rights and freedons in the Constitution should not be
interpreted as negating or dimnishing other universally recognized human
rights and freedons.

62. On 12 January 1994 the Zhogorku Kenesh adopted a Deci sion on accession
to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the

I nternational Covenant on Economi c, Social and Cultural Rights, necessitating
t he adoption of a nunmber of neasures to establish a |egal mechanismfor

i npl ementing the provisions of the Covenant. These neasures include the
enactment of new | aws, the amendnents of existing |aws, and the drafting of
regul atory and normative instrunments to govern the activities of State organs
in respect of civil and political human rights.

63. The Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic stipulates that inter-State
treaties and other rules of international |aw which have been ratified by the
Kyrgyz Republic forman integral and directly applicable part of Kyrgyz |aw.
The Kyrgyz Republic recognizes the principles and standards of internationa

| aw and has signed international treaties and agreenents concerning human
rights; these principles and standards are reflected in donestic law. All the
necessary steps are being taken to ensure that the | aw not only proclains
human rights but also protects them

64. One of the challenges of establishing the rule of law in Kyrgyzstan is
to adopt legal rules and neasures for their application that take account of
uni versally recogni zed human rights standards. International human rights

instrunents are taken into account in the elaboration of newlawin
Kyrgyzstan. Representatives frominternational and non-governnenta
organi zations are enlisted as experts when draw ng up new Kyrgyz | egi sl ation.

65. The | egal reformunder way in Kyrgyzstan provides for the incorporation
of inalienable human rights and the security and | egal protection of the

i ndividual in the law of the land. The follow ng new | aws have been enacted
on the basis of international human rights standards: The Civil Code (Parts 1
and 2); the Crimnal Code; the Labour Code; the Consuner Protection Act.

66. Al t hough the requirenments of the Covenants have been nmet in terns of

both tenor and content by the inprovenent in the overall statutory framework
and the adoption between 1994 and 1997 of a nunber of |aws and other nornmative
i nstrunents, the systemfor ensuring the legal protection of citizens is still
i nadequate. The main reason is that the Kyrgyz Republic still l[acks a uniform
State policy for the integrated solution of all problens connected with human
rights.

Human rights protection on the basis of international standards

67. Since acquiring its sovereignty, the Kyrgyz Republic has acceded
to 22 international human rights treaties within the framework of the
United Nations and its specialized agencies:

1. The Convention on the Rights of the Child;

2. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
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12.
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19.
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The I nternational Covenant on Econom ¢, Social and Cul tural
Ri ghts;

The Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights;

The I nternational Labour Organization Convention concerning
M gration for Enploynent;

The I nternational Labour Organization Convention concerning
Equality of Treatnment of Nationals and Non-Nationals in Social
Security;

The I nternational Labour Organization Convention concerning the
Est abl i shment of an International System for the Mintenance of
Ri ghts in Social Security;

The Convention against Discrimnation in Education;

The Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the Protoco
relating to the Status of Refugees;

The Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns of Discrimnation
agai nst Wonen (cane into force on 3 Septenber 1981);

The Convention on the Political Rights of Wonen (came into force
on 7 July 1954);

The Convention on Consent to Marriage, M ninmum Age for
Marriage Registration of Marriages (canme into force on
9 Decenber 1964);

The Convention on the Nationality of Married Wnen (cane into
force on 11 August 1958);

I LO Convention No. 103 concerning Maternity Protection (Revised)
(came into force on 7 Septenber 1955);

The International Convention against Apartheid in Sport (cane into
force on 10 Decenber 1985);

The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, |nhuman or
Degradi ng Treatnment or Punishnment (cane into force on
26 June 1987);

The Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and
the Exploitation of the Prostitution of O hers;

The International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Racial Discrimnation (came into force on 4 January 1969);

The Convention on the Prevention and Puni shment of the Crinme of
Genocide (cane into force on 12 January 1961);
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20. The Sl avery Convention and the Protocol anending the Slavery
Convention signed at Geneva on 25 Septenber 1926 (cane into force
on 7 Decenber 1953);

21. The Suppl ementary Convention on the Abolition of Slavery, the
Sl ave Trade, and Institutions and Practices Simlar to Slavery
(cane into force on 30 April 1957);

22. The International Convention on the Suppression and Puni shnment of
the Crine of Apartheid.

68. In addition, Kyrgyzstan is a party to human rights treaties within the
Commonweal th of | ndependent States.

I'V. | NFORMATI ON AND PUBLI CI TY

69. Article 41 of the Constitution states that the publication of |aws and
ot her normative instrunents concerning human and citizens' rights, freedons
and duties shall constitute a mandatory condition of their application.

70. The Kyrgyz Government is endeavouring to raise public awareness of
various matters pertaining to the human rights and freedoms guaranteed to
citizens under the Constitution and the various international treaties,

i ncludi ng the Covenant to which Kyrgyzstan is a party.

71. Most of the work of disseminating information to the public regarding
the principles and provisions of international human rights treaties is
carried out by the Kyrgyz CGovernnent, the Comm ssion for the Fam |y and Wonen,
the Mnistry of Justice, the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, the Mnistry of
Educati on, Science and Culture, the Mnistry of Health, the State Tel evision
and Radi o Broadcasting Conpany and other mnistries and adm nistrative
departnments directly concerned, and by non-governnental organizations.

72. The International Conmttee of the Red Cross is funding the publication
of a textbook entitled Chelovek i obshchestvo (The |Individual and Society) for
a mass readership. In addition to providing essential educational material,

it outlines the main concepts of international humanitarian | aw.

73. The texts of the international treaties ratified by the Kyrgyz Republic
have been printed in the Gazette of the Zhogorku Kenesh of the Kyrgyz
Republic. The texts of all the ratified conventions have been translated into
the official State |anguage and the national |anguages of the Republic (in
particul ar, Russian and Uzbek).

74. A series of digests on human rights issues have been published in
Kyrgyzstan, and the conpilations of international human rights instrunents
publ i shed by the United Nations have been wi dely circul ated.

75. Kyrgyz non-governmental organizations regularly publish newsletters
about the human rights situation in the country, for exanpl eSredstva massovo
informatsii: zakonodatelstvo i praktika(The Mass Media: Law and Practicd.




HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 101
page 13

76. Human rights are taught as a topic in many universities and schools as
part of the general education curricul um

77. To enhance judges’ skills, the Kyrgyz judiciary is in the process of
setting up an authority to teach | ocal-court judges how to use nodern office
equi prent, famliarize themw th changes in the law, and so forth. It is also
intended to famliarize themwith the United Nations treaties which have been
ratified by Kyrgyzstan, specifically the human rights instruments.

78. To foster the application of ratified international human rights
treaties, regular seminars are held in Kyrgyzstan for representatives of State
organs, judicial bodies and nmenbers of the public. The follow ng sem nars are
wort hy of note:

(a) “International human rights standards and their donestic
i npl ementation”, a sem nar organized in Bishkek from 25 to 28 Novenber 1996 by
the I nternational Conm ssion of Jurists and the Constitutional Court of the
Kyrgyz Republic with the participation of representatives of the judiciary,
| awyers, government bodi es and non-governmental organizations;

(b) “Human rights: national institutions and mechanisnms”, a round
tabl e conference held in Bishkek on 9 April 1997 organi zed by the Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic with the participation of
representatives of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) the Polish Orbudsman, Kyrgyz governnent bodi es and non- gover nnment al
organi zati ons;

(c) “Journalismand the aw’, an international sem nar held from22 to
24 April 1997 by the Soros-Kyrgyzstan Foundation and the Kyrgyz-American
Bureau on Human Ri ghts and Rule of Law, with special enphasis on protecting
the rights of journalists and freedom of the mass nedia;

(d) “The constitutional dinmension of |egal reformand the | egal
systenf, a sem nar held in Bishkek on 17 and 18 June organi zed by the Counci
of Europe in conjunction with the OSCE's Office for Denocratic Institutions
and Human Ri ghts and the Kyrgyz Mnistry of Foreign Affairs and Mnistry of
Justice;

(e) A wor kshop held in Bishkek from 13 to 15 October 1997 on the
submi ssion of State reports and individual conplaints to human rights treaty
bodi es organi zed by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs in conjunction with the
I nternational Comm ssion of Jurists and attended by representatives of
government bodies involved in preparing reports and of non-governnent al
or gani zati ons.



