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I. LAND AND PEOPLE

1. As a result of the 1975-1990 war, Lebanon |acks reliable statistics.
The Central Statistics Ofice is currently being re-established, and officia
figures will be available in Novenber 1996. The | ocal offices of the

United Nations specialized agencies and subsidiary organs are carrying out

their own surveys in various domains, the results of which will soon be
avai |l abl e.
2. The resident popul ation of Lebanon is estimated at slightly nore

than 3 million, living within an area of 10,452 knf. A strip of land in the
south of the country, between 8 and 10 km w de and covering a total of nearly
850 knt, is still occupied by the Israeli army, despite Security Counci
resolution 425 (1978) of 19 March 1978.

3. Annual per capita income is estimated at US$ 2, 150.
4, Gross national product is estimated at US$ 6.2 billion
5. The annual rate of inflation, which was 32.95 per cent in 1991, is

currently 9.45 per cent.

6. The external public debt was estimated in Novenmber 1995 at 1,276 mllion
dollars and the internal public debt at 6 billion dollars.
7. The unenpl oynent rate is currently estimated at 10 per cent of the

popul ati on.

8. The adult literacy rate, which was estimated at 80.1 per cent in 1991 by
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
is inmproving. It is currently 94.7 per cent for nmen and 90.3 per cent for
women.

9. The inhabitants of Lebanon belong to one of the officially recognized
religious communities in the country. The size of each community is reflected
in the nunber of seats to which each is entitled in the Chanber of Deputies
under the electoral legislation currently in force. By law, the 128 seats in
Parliament are distributed as foll ows:

Musl i ns
Sunni tes 27
Shiites 27
Druzes 8

Al awi t es 2
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Christians

Mar oni t es 34
Greek Catholics (Melchites) 8
Greek Ot hodox 14
Protestants 1
Armeni an Cat holics 1
Armeni an Ot hodox 5
M norities 1

Tot al 155

10. The Lebanese nother tongue is Arabic, which is also the official

| anguage; however, nuch of the academ c curriculumis taught in either French
or English, depending on the establishnent.

11. The average |life expectancy is 68.1 years for nen and 71.7 years for
wonen (United Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) statistics).

12. The nortality rate anong children under age 5 is estimated at 47
per 1,000 for boys and 36 per 1,000 for girls. The infant nortality rate
(children under 1 year of age) is estinmated at 29 per 1,000 (UNI CEF, Beirut).

13. The fertility rate (average nunber of children born per woman) was
estimated at 2.92 in 1995.

14. In 1988, an estimated 42.6 per cent of the popul ation was under 15 years
of age, 52.3 per cent between the ages of 15 and 64 and 5.1 per cent over the
age of 65 (statistics of the League of Arab States, ESCW).

15. The proportion of the population Iiving in urban areas was estinmated
at 87 per cent in 1995; the rate of novenment to urban areas for that year was
2.3 per cent (UNFPA)

16. In 1988-1990, wonmen made up 27.2 per cent of the total |abour force
(United Nations Devel opnent Fund (UNDP), 1992).

1. GENERAL POLI TI CAL STRUCTURE

17. I medi ately follow ng the collapse of the Gttoman Enpire in 1918,

Lebanon was pl aced under French mandate (Category A) by the League of Nations.
In 1926, Lebanon adopted a parlianentary-type republican constitution. 1In
1943, it gained independence and adopted an unwitten national Covenant based
on the principle of co-existence between the country's religious communities
within a united, sovereign and i ndependent State, nmenber of the League of Arab
St at es.

18. Lebanon is a foundi ng nenber of the League of Arab States and of the
United Nations. |In 1949, together with Egypt, Jordan and the Syrian Arab
Republic, it signed the Israeli-Lebanese CGeneral Arm stice Agreement under
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United Nations auspices and in inplenentation of Security Counci

resolution 62 (1948) of 16 Novenber 1948. In 1958, it experienced its first
internal crisis, brought on by events in the region which began with the Suez
War in 1956, but it quickly recovered and resunmed its econom ¢ expansion
However, shortly afterwards it had to deal with the repercussions of the

Pal esti ne problem the Arab-Israeli wars of 1967 and 1973, the elimnation of
the Pal estinian arned presence in Jordan in Septenber 1970 and the arrival of
new waves of Pal estinian refugees in Lebanon

19. Since 1975, Lebanon has experienced a series of armed conflicts fanned
by foreign intervention. The Arab summits of Riyadh and Cairo (1976) deci ded
to send an Arab peace-keeping force to Lebanon, which was soon to consi st
exclusively of Syrian forces.

20. In 1978, the Israeli arny invaded southern Lebanon, shelling an area
of 220 knf in which 358 villages were |located. Security Counci

resol ution 425 called for strict respect for the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and political independence of Lebanon and demanded the w t hdrawa
of the Israeli forces. The Council also decided to establish the

United Nations Interim Force in southern Lebanon (UNI FIL).

21. Lebanon was again invaded by Israel in June 1982. The Security Counci
then adopted resolution 509 (1982) of 6 June 1982, which “denands that |srae
withdraw all its mlitary forces forthwith and unconditionally to the

internationally recogni zed boundaries of Lebanon”. However, this resolution

was not inplenented at that tinme, nor has it since been inplenented with
respect to the strip of land along the border known as the “security zone”

22. On 14 Septenber 1982, M. Béchir Gémayel, who had recently been el ected
Presi dent of the Republic but had not yet taken office, was killed by an

expl osive device. That sane day, Israeli troops entered the western part of
Bei rut, and massacres were perpetrated in the Pal estinian canps of Sabra and
Shatila from 16 to 18 Septenber. From 21 August to 3 Septenber 1982, between
3,000 and 4,000 arned nmenbers of the Pal estine Liberation Organization |left
Lebanon under the auspices of a nultinational force established for that

pur pose through bilateral agreements between France, Italy, the United Ki ngdom
and the United States of America.

23. On 3 Septenber, following the non-ratification by the Lebanese
Government of the agreement signed on 17 May 1983 with Israel, the Israel
army withdrew frompart of the territories which it occupied, but wthout
coordinating that withdrawal with the Lebanese arny. Fighting broke out in
t he evacuated regi ons and nassacres were conm tted, causing the mass

di spl acenent of |arge nunbers of the inhabitants of those regions.

24. On 1 June 1987, M. Rachid Karang, President of the Council of
M nisters, was killed by an expl osive device placed in the helicopter in which
he was travel ling.
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25. On 23 Septenber 1988, at the expiration of the presidential term of
office of M. Am ne Gémayel, the Chanber of Deputies was unable to elect a new
Head of State. Mnutes before |eaving office, M. Génayel appointed

General M chel Aoun to head a nmilitary Government which, under the
Constitution, was to govern until the post of President of the Republic was
filled. As that appointnment was contested by the Governnent in office, two
rival Governments were set up (one of which was reduced to only three nmenbers
of the arnmed forces).

26. On 22 Cctober 1989, the Lebanese deputies net in the town of Taif, in
Saudi Arabia, and adopted a docunment of national understandi ng which included
political, adm nistrative, econom c, social, educational and nmlitary

provi sions and established a special relationship with the

Syrian Arab Republic.

27. One nonth later, the newl y-el ected President of the Republic,

M. René Moawad, was killed by a car bonb. In fresh el ections,

M. Elias Haoui becane Head of State. On 21 Septenber 1990, the Lebanese
Constitution was anended to reflect the Taif Agreement (docunent of nationa
understanding). This did not put an end to the unrest and arnmed struggl es;
however, on 13 Cctober of that year, the period of dual government cane to an
end. A first step in the return to peace was the di sbandnent of armed groups.

28. Begi nning on 25 July 1993, over 60 Lebanese towns and vill ages were

subj ected to seven consecutive days and nights of intensive bormbing by the
Israeli artillery, air force and navy in response to action by the resistance
novenent opposing |Israeli occupation of the south of the country. Over

250, 000 i nhabitants of the south were forced to | eave.

29. A simlar operation was initiated by Israel on 11 April 1996, causing
t he di spl acenent of sone 400, 000 inhabitants to the cities of Sidon and,

| ater, Beirut, where, as on the previous occasion, they are being housed in
school s and public buildings.

30. Bet ween 1975 and 1990, the wars in Lebanon | eft between 150, 000
and 200, 000 dead and 300, 000 wounded, of whom half were disabled for life.

31. The Lebanese Governnment has several current priorities.

32. First, it nust prevent any return to the conditions that caused or
acconpani ed the 1975-1990 war, when Government authority was under attack from
all quarters, including arned groups and a rival Governnent. It is therefore

seeking the support of all political parties, whether they belong to the
majority or to an opposition that accepts to play by the rules of denocracy.
This has becone particularly inportant with the approach of the |egislative
el ecti ons schedul ed for the autum of 1996.

33. The Governnent also had to facilitate the return of the persons
di spl aced by events, particularly those of Septenber 1983, to their towns and
villages of origin. It has therefore initiated a progranme of collective

reconciliation and subsidies for the reconstruction and repair of destroyed
and damaged housi ng.
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34. It nust also rebuild the country's infrastructure, including public
bui | di ngs, roads, ports, the airport, power stations, tel ephone exchanges and
di stribution networKks.

35. At the same time, it nust prevent a return to the galloping inflation
that the country experienced from 1984 to 1993.

36. Lastly, with the help of friendly countries, it nust seek a
conprehensive, just and | asting peace with Israel

37. The need to prevent a resurgence of unrest and sinultaneously to ensure
reconstruction and nonetary stability explains the firmess with which the
Gover nment nust sonetines refuse certain demands, such as excessive wage
clains (the Conféderation Générale des Travailleurs wants a 76 per cent salary
i ncrease) or the authorization to hold denonstrations.

38. The political structure of the Lebanese Republic is as follows:

39. The executive authority consists of the President of the Republic and
the President of the Council of Mnisters, who are joint heads of the
executive, and the mnisters. The President of the Republic is elected for
six years by the Chanber of Deputies. He has no policy-naking
responsibilities. He may chair neetings of the Council of Mnisters wthout
the right to vote. He pronmulgates laws, ratifies treaties (with the consent
of the Head of Government) and signs decrees, which are countersigned by the
latter and by the mnister concerned. He may, after giving prior notice to
the Council of Mnisters, refer legislation back to the Chanber of Deputies
for a second reading and may al so call upon the Council of Mnisters to

di ssol ve the Chanber before the expiry of its mandate if it declines to neet
or if it rejects the budget in its entirety as a nmeans of paral ysing the
Gover nnment .

40. The term of office of the President of the Republic, which is normally
six years, has recently been exceptionally extended for a further three years
t hrough a special anmendnent to the Constitution

41. The President of the Council of Mnisters is appointed by the President
of the Republic in consultation with the President of the Chanber of Deputies
and followi ng mandatory consultation with the deputies thensel ves.

42. The executive power is vested in the Council of Mnisters as a

coll egiate body. Mnisters nay be chosen from anmong the deputies. The
Governnment is politically accountable to the Chanmber of Deputies and has the
right to propose |egislation, as has the Chanber itself.

43. The | egi sl ature consists of a single chanber, the Chanber of Deputies,
which is conposed of 128 nenbers elected for four years by universal suffrage
The President and Vice-President of the Chanber, who are el ected by the
deputies, also serve for four-year terns.
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44. The judiciary is independent. It is conposed of the courts of first

i nstance, the courts of appeal and a Court of Cassation, which has separate
civil and crimnal branches. An independent Council of State exam nes appeal s
for the annul ment of adm nistrative acts on grounds of illegality and
proceedi ngs brought to establish government liability.

45. In addition, a High Court has been established to conduct trials of
presi dents and m nisters.

46. A Constitutional Council was established by Act No. 250 of 14 July 1993
in accordance with the constitutional anendnment of 21 Septenber 1990 (anending
article 19 of the Constitution), with responsibility for nonitoring the
constitutionality of legislation and for ruling on challenges to presidentia
and parlianmentary el ections. Questions of constitutionality nay be referred
to the Council by the President of the Republic, the President of the Chanber
of Deputies, the Prine Mnister or a mninumof ten deputies. The spiritua

| eaders of the various legally-recognized religious communities also have the
right to do so, but only on matters concerni ng personal status or freedom of
belief, worship or religious education

47. Any chal l enge to the constitutionality of an act has to be submitted to
the Constitutional Council within 15 days of the pronulgation of the act in
guesti on.

I11. GENERAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK W THI N WHI CH HUMAN RI GHTS ARE PROTECTED

48. All treaties duly ratified by Lebanon acquire mandatory force of |aw
within the country sinply by virtue of the exchange of instrunents of
ratification (in the case of bilateral treaties) or upon deposit of the
instruments of ratification or accession (in the case of multilatera
treaties). No further procedure is required for their incorporation into
internal legislation. The provisions of those treaties which are sufficiently
specific and concrete will therefore be inmediately applied. Provisions which
call for legislative or regulatory nmeasures are binding on the State of
Lebanon, which nust then introduce such neasures.

49. On 3 Novenber 1972, Lebanon deposited the instruments of accession to
the International Covenant on Econom c, Social and Cultural Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. It therefore has an

obligation to adopt the legislative, regulatory and practical measures
requi red by these two Covenants.

50. The preanbl e of the Lebanese Constitution, adopted by the constitutiona
anmendnent of 21 Septenber 1990, states in paragraph (b) that Lebanon
subscribes to the United Nations Covenants and to the Universal Declaration of
Human Ri ghts

51. The authorities with conpetence in the field of human rights are the
Chanber of Deputies (which includes an Internal Regul ati ons and Human Ri ghts
Conmittee and a Committee on the Rights of the Child, both recently
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established), the Council of Mnisters, the Mnistries of Justice, the
Interior, Public Health, Social Affairs, Labour, National Education, Youth and
Sports, Culture and Hi gher Education, the Environment, Information, Housing
and Cooperatives and Displaced Persons; the National Social Security Fund; the
parliamentary committees responsible for such matters; the municipalities; the
Department of the Public Prosecutor (Procurator-General at the Court of
Cassation); the Council of State; the Constitutional Council; the H gh Court

of Justice, which is responsible for |egal proceedings involving presidents
and m nisters; and the Economi c and Social Council, which is being established
under the Taif Agreenment (docunent of national understanding).



