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I. LAND AND PEOPLE

Geographi cal situation of Togo

1. Togo is a State situated in west Africa to the south of the Sahara. It
is bounded to the north by the Republic of Burkina Faso, to the south by the
Atl antic Ccean (Gulf of Guinea), to the east by the Republic of Benin and to
the west by the Republic of Ghana. It has a surface area of 56,000 knt

and an estinmated population of 3.5 million, with an average density of

48 inhabitants per knf. This popul ation has diverse characteristics fromthe
ethnic, religious and cultural standpoints.

The ethnic groups

2. The Togol ese popul ation is conposed of a great nunmber of ethnic groups.
There are over 36, which are generally divided into six major categories:

(a) The Adj a- Ewé, whose npst inportant subgroups are the Ewé, the
Quat chi and the CGuins;

(b) The Akposso- Akébou, who are mainly nmade up of the Akposso and the
Akébou;

(c) The Ana-1fé&, who conprise the Ana and the |fé;

(d) The Tem Kabyé, who are doninated nunerically by the Kabye,
Kot okol i, Losso and Lanba et hnic groups;

(e) The Para-N gourma, who are nmade up of several ethnic groups, the
| argest of which are the Moba and the Gourna.

3. O her groups include the Haoussa, the Peul hs and many ot hers whose
affinities do not permt themto be classified within the above-nmenti oned
groups (source: a study undertaken by researchers fromthe denographic
research unit in August 1989). These various ethnic groups have the | anguage
or dialect of the peoples concerned.

4, The country conprises five econonmic regions divided into 30 prefectures
and four sub-prefectures over which the linguistic groups and sub-groups are
distributed. Since 1980, the official |anguage has been French; Ewé and Kabyé
are considered national | anguages and are taught in the schools. Follow ng a
policy instituted three years ago, the national radio service broadcasts in
some 20 | anguages.

Rel i gi ons
5. In Togo, several religions are practised, the nost inportant being:

animsm Christianity and Islam (source: 1989 study on the Togol ese

popul ation carried out under the auspices of the United Nati ons Popul ation
Fund (UNFPA)). In recent years, there has been a proliferation of sects,

whi ch are not always easy to classify in a particular group. Anmong all these
other religions nmention may be nmade of the Jehovah's Wtnesses, the Al adura,
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the Celestial Christianists, the Cherubi mand Seraphim the Brotherhoods, the
Eternal is my Shepherd, the Apostolic Faith and the Holy Order of Deliverance.

Distribution of the popul ation

6. Togo has a very young popul ation. Children under the age of 15 account
for 49.8 per cent of the total popul ation, persons over the age of 15 nmking
up 50.2 per cent, while persons over the age of 65 account for 3.9 per cent
(source: Statistical elements of the 1981 census, p. 18).

7. The mal e popul ati on represents 49 per cent of the total population while
the femal e popul ati on accounts for 51 per cent.

8. The rural popul ation accounts for 75 per cent of the total population
the urban popul ation being only 25 per cent. This inequality in distribution
is explained by the fact that Togo is an essentially agricultural country
(source: Statistical elements of the 1981 census).

9. Di stribution by regions is as foll ows:
Coastal region 39.5 per cent
Pl at eaux region 23.7 per cent
Central region 10. 8 per cent
Kara region 14. 0 per cent
Savanna region 12. 0 per cent

(source: Statistical estimates for 1988 cited in a survey conducted by
UNFPA) .

Popul ati on growth

10. The Togol ese population is growing at a considerable rate. The growth
rate during the period 1970-1981 was 2.9 per cent. 1In 1961 it was

2.6 per cent, in 1971 it renmined the same and in 1981 it rose to

2.9 per cent. The estimated growth rate for the year 2000 is 3 per cent
(source: Statistical elenments of the 1981 census).

11. The birth rate is 45 per thousand as opposed to a nortality rate
of 16 per thousand. The infant nortality rate is 81 per thousand. Life
expectancy is 51 for wonmen and 49 for nen.

12. These data reveal a disparity between the nortality rate and the birth
rate. This is the result of the progress achieved in the area of health care,
drinking water and the practice of hygiene. These efforts, |audable though
they are, do not nean that in fact, nunmbers of health personnel are adequate.
In fact, only 61 per cent of the popul ation have access to health services and
71 per cent to drinking water.



HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 38/ Rev. 1
page 4

13. This shortage of health personnel is reflected in the | ow nunmber of
doctors per inhabitant. Statistics fromthe Directorate-General for Public
Health for 1989 show one doctor for every 12,423 inhabitants, while the
fertility rate is 194 per thousand.

School enrol nent

14. Consi derable efforts are being made to pronpte school enrolnent. The

ai mof national policy is “Education for all by the year 2000”. Despite these
efforts only 61 per cent of children between the ages of six and 11 were
enrolled in 1988, although this rate is very encouragi ng by conparison with
the enrol ment situation in other sub-Saharan States. |In 1990, the illiteracy
rate was 56.9 per cent (69 per cent among wonen and 44 per cent anobng men).

Proportion of wonen heads of famlies

15. The proportion of wonen heads of families is estimted at 20.5 per cent.
This rate varies according to region: it is 26.3 per cent in the towns and
18.1 per cent in rural areas.

Soci 0-econom c indicators

16. Data derived fromthe publications of the Directorate for Econonic
Affairs give the foll ow ng socio-econonic indicators:

17. In 1990, the Gross National Product (G\NP) was CFAF 435 billion. It rose
to CFAF 446 billion in 1991 and CFAF 459 billion in 1992.

18. The G oss Donestic Product (GDP) in current prices has varied
significantly over the past three years. |t was CFAF 445,826 billion in 1990,
CFAF 457,613 billion in 1991 and CFAF 488,330 billion in 1992.
19. On the basis of the above data, the followi ng estimates may be nade:

(a) In 1981, per capita GNP was CFAF 90,000. On the basis of a
popul ati on of approximately 3.5 mllion in 1992, per capita GNP was esti mated
at CFAF 131, 142;

(b) Per capita GDP, which was CFAF 95,900 in 1981, had risen to
CFAF 127,378 by 1990.

20. Over the period 1990-1992, inflation rates were as follows:
2.9 per cent in 1990;
3.0 per cent in 1991
2.8 per cent in 1992

Anpbunt of the external debt

21. Togo' s outstandi ng external debt was estimated at CFAF 357 billion
on 31 Decenber 1992
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Rat e of unenpl oynent

22. Togo, |ike other countries, is confronted with the problem of

unenpl oyment. States are encountering nunmerous difficulties in ensuring

enpl oynment for all their citizens. Enployment statistics are insufficient to
give a precise indication of the unenploynment rate. Figures are often given
for the nunber of unenployed, but they do not reflect reality.

23. A survey is being conducted by the National Enploynent Agency to
determ ne the nunber of unenployed precisely. The recent establishment of
this Agency is encouraging. It is currently executing the enploynent-training
programme initiated by the Government. Thanks to this programe 3,600 young
unenpl oyed persons have found jobs.

1. POLITICAL H STORY

From i ndependence to the Sovereign National Conference

24. Between the time of Togo's accession to international sovereignty
and 1992, it had four constitutions, each with its own characteristics.

25. The first Constitution, which termnated the nulti-party system all owed
little scope for freedons and led to a police regine. After the dissolution
of the National Assenbly on 1 March 1961, new | egi sl ative el ections and a
constitutional referendumwere held on 9 April 1961. The new Constitution
adopted provided for a presidential-type regine with the office of President
of the Republic.

26. Al t hough the Second Republic adopted a Constitution on 5 May 1963, the
structural weaknesses of the authorities prevented the Togol ese people from
enj oying any of the freedons it formally guaranteed. The political crisis
deriving fromthe internal struggles between the political parties, disorder
and genuine threats to the country's unity and i ndependence led to the
interruption of the constitutional reginme. As a result, the political parties
were dissolved in 1967. As from 1969, the Head of State proposed that the
country should revert to nornmal constitutional activity based on two politica
parties. Since this proposal did not receive popul ar support, the President
of the Republic had to resolve to continue the construction of national unity
in the context of a “national nelting-pot” known as the Rassenbl enent du
Peupl e Togol ais (RPT), which had the distinctive feature of bringing the
Togol ese peopl e toget her regardl ess of their subsequent politica
sensitivities. Togo thus experienced a constitutional vacuum from 1967

to 1979.

27. The Constitution adopted on 30 Decenber 1979 and promul gated

on 9 January 1980 filled this constitutional vacuum It set up the
Legi sl ature and the Judiciary, and put the RPT at the centre of politica
activity. It provided for the election of the Head of State by direct

uni versal suffrage for a termof seven years (1980 Constitution, art. 12).

The President of the Republic appointed and dism ssed mnisters (art. 17); the
Executive did not conprise the office of Prine Mnister
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28. The 1980 Constitution provided for the election of deputies by direct
suffrage for a five-year termon the nomnation of the RPT. But after the
first Legislature, from 1980 to 1985, candidates in the |egislative elections
could stand freely, w thout the backing of the party.

29. Title I X of the Constitution was devoted to the Judiciary. Decree
No. 78-35 of 7 Septenber 1978 organi zed the Judicial systemin Togo. It
provi ded for:

(a) The courts of first instance;
(b) The Court of Appeal; and
(c) The Supreme Court.

30. For two decades, Togo, |ike many other African States, has had a system
whi ch has evolved very rapidly with the establishment, for exanple, of the
freedom of candidates to stand in the legislative elections.

31. From 1987, the Head of State took the initiative of establishing the
Nat i onal Human Ri ghts Commi ssion (CNDH), an institution that was unique in
Africa at that time. The CNDH has received the unfailing support of the
Government and has undoubtedly contributed to the accel eration of human rights
policy in our country.

32. By Act No. 25-90 of 30 Novenber 1990 establishing the Press Code,
Presi dent Eyadéma |iberalized the press. At present 60 newspapers or
periodi cals are published in Togo.

33. Shortly afterwards, Act No. 91-4 of 12 April 1991 established the
political parties' charter and introduced the nulti-party system This Act
has permanentl|ly opened up Togol ese politics.

34. The Head of State, wishing to elimnate all tension from Togol ese
political activity, pronulgated Act No. 91-2 of 12 April 1991 establishing a
general ammesty. Under this Act, all persons who had participated in plots
agai nst Togo were allowed to return to the country. On 8 July 1991 the
Sovereign National Conference (CNS) opened and, contrary to its proclainmed
obj ectives, becane a veritable people's tribunal directed against the |eading
figures of the existing regine.

The denpcratic transition

35. The CNS adopted a fundanental instrument setting out the powers of the
various organs during the period of transition. This instrunent was Act No. 7
of the CNS of 23 August 1991. The organs in question were required in
principle to maintain relations of consultation ained at the success of the
various responsibilities assigned to them Very soon, however, their

rel ati ons became strained and conflicts broke out, with repercussions on the
snmoot h conduct of the transition. |In fact, all the powers of the State were
vested in the designated, non-elected organs, such as the Hi gh Council of the
Republic (HCR) and the “Primature”. The powers of the State were: (a) the
HCR; (b) the Executive; and (c) the Judiciary.
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36. The transitional legislative authority, the HCR, was the subject of
title I'll of the Constitutional Act. It was nade up of 79 nenbers el ected by

t he Soverei gn National Conference. Menbers were drawn fromthe politica
parties, associations, socio-professional circles, etc. (Constitutional Act,
art. 17, of 23 August 1991). Anong other powers, it exercised the |egislative
function, supervised the execution of the decisions of the Sovereign Nationa
Conference, and nonitored the defence and pronotion of human rights.

37. The Executive was the subject of titles IV and V of the transitiona
Constitutional Act and was represented by the President of the Republic and
the Prime Mnister, the latter being designated by the CNS. The President of
the Republic ensured the continuity of the State, was the guarantor of

nati onal unity and i ndependence and Suprenme Chief of the armed services,
represented the State abroad, submitted the draft constitution to a referendum
and was kept infornmed of the activities of the Governnent. The Prime M nister
presi ded over the Council of Mnisters, nade appointnments to civil and
mlitary posts, and |led the Governnent in conducting national policy and
maki ng preparations for the constitutional referendum and el ecti ons.

38. The Judiciary was the subject of title VII of Act No. 7. These
provi si ons procl ai red the i ndependence of the nagistrature and the separation
of the Judiciary fromthe other powers. It was the guardian of the
fundanmental rights and freedons of citizens.

39. The transition ended with the establishnment of el ected denobcratic
i nstitutions, nanely:

A new executive
A new National Assenbly.

The Constitution of the Fourth Republic

40. Wth the adoption and pronul gati on of the Constitution of the Fourth
Republic on 27 Septenber 1992 and 14 COctober 1992, the country was restored to
a course of denocratic pluralism The Executive, Legislature and Judiciary
are i ndependent and separate from each ot her

41. The Constitution is distinguished by the follow ng features:

(a) Consi derable attention is given to political and trade-union
freedons and to the pronotion and protection of human rights;

(b) The creation of the Constitutional Court, the Court of Audit, the
Hi gh Authority for Conmuni cations and Broadcasting, the Econonmic and Socia
Council and the Hi gh Court of Justice.

(c) The constitutionalization of the National Human Ri ghts Commi ssion

42. The President of the Republic, as Head of State, is the guarantor of
territorial integrity, national unity, and observance of the Constitution and
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international treaties and agreenents (Constitution, art. 58). He is elected
by direct universal suffrage for a five-year termrenewable only once
(Constitution, art. 59).

43. The Prime Mnister is the Head of Government. |In this capacity, he
coordi nates the functions of the other nenbers of the Gover nment
(Constitution, art. 78).

44, Legi slative authority is exercised by a single body known as the
Nat i onal Assenbly, whose nenbers have the title of deputy. They are elected
for a five-year termand may be re-elected (Constitution, art. 52).

45. On the question of relations between the Governnment and the Nationa
Assenbly, provision is nmade for a procedure whereby the Governnment may be
chal I enged before the National Assenbly through a vote of confidence
(Constitution, art. 97) or a censure nmotion (art. 98).

46. The Judiciary is independent of the Legislature and the Executive, and
is the subject of title VIIl of the Constitution. The new 1992 Constitution
includes the follow ng distinctive features: establishnent of politica
pluralism (Constitution, arts. 6-9), guarantees for the protection and
promoti on of human rights. Considerable attention is devoted to political and
trade-uni on freedons and human rights (Constitution, arts. 10-50).

47. The new Constitution has introduced innunerable innovations, including
the establishnment of the Constitutional Court, the Court of Audit, the High
Aut hority for Broadcasting and Conmuni cati ons, the Econonic and Soci a
Council, the H gh Court of Justice and the constitutionalization of the

Nati onal Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion. The setting-up of these institutions wll
requi re considerabl e financing.

1. GENERAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK W THI N WHI CH HUMAN RI GHTS
ARE PROTECTED I N TOGO

48. The need to protect human rights is stressed in the rel evant

| egi slation. Through the establishment of the National Human Ri ghts

Commi ssion (CNDH), efforts are being nmade to guarantee the rights and freedons
of citizens.

A. The public institutions responsible for human rights

49. G ven that the Constitutional Act confers independence on it, Togol ese
justice will act as guardian of rights and freedons. But the institutions
which in recent years have played an inportant part in the protection and
def ence of human rights have been the CNDH and the Mnistry of Human Ri ghts.

The National Hunman Ri ghts Conmi ssi on ( CNDH)

50. At the initiative of the President of the Republic, the CNDH was
established on 9 June 1987 by Act No. 87-09 of 9 June 1987. It is a civil-law
institution, with the follow ng essential objectives:

(a) To protect the rights of citizens;
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(b) To consider and recommend to the authorities any bills concerning
human rights with a viewto their adoption

(c) To organi ze senmi nars and synposia on hunman rights;
(d) To express opinions on human rights issues.

51. As to renedies, any individual who considers that one of his rights,
particularly a civil or political right, has been violated or that he has
suffered as a result of an act or an om ssion by the Government may submit a
petition to the Commission. The petition nay be submtted by a third party or
by a non-governnental organization

52. The CNDH is forbidden to intervene in a judicial proceeding, except in
the event of a miscarriage of justice.

53. The petitioner does not have an obligation to exhaust internal renedies;
he may choose to bring the matter first before the Conm ssion, which acts
solely as a nediator since its decisions are not acconpanied by a wit of
enforcenent. \Whenever a matter is brought before it, the CNDH undertakes

i nvestigations and on-site inquiries, and contacts the authorities concerned.
Thus, within three days of receiving a petition, the Executive Commttee of
the Comm ssion, which is conposed of five nmenbers, nmust neet to consider the
petition and, if it is adm ssible, to appoint a nenber of the Comm ssion as
speci al rapporteur to conduct an inquiry. The special rapporteur nust be

al l omed access to any reports, records and other docunents and to any objects
and prem ses connected with the inquiry.

54. During its first two nmandates from 1987 to 1989, the CNDH was frequently
call ed upon to take action. It produced two reports justifying its action

55. The nunber of petitions has increased over the past three years because
of the social and political troubles, which have prevented the CNDH from
functioning or producing further reports.

56. Inline with its adherence to the principles of human rights, the
Government has established the Mnistry of Human Rights in order to reinforce
the activities of the CNDH

The Mnistry of Human Ri ghts

57. The M nistry of Human Rights, which was established follow ng the
reorgani zati on of the Togol ese Governnent in January 1992, has been given
responsibility for inplenenting the Governnent's human rights policy and
coordinating initiatives in this area. The Mnistry's efforts are aimed at
pronmoting human rights and instructing the Togol ese people in their rights and
duties. In this connection, the Mnistry has organi zed | ectures/di scussi ons
on various subjects relating to human rights and denocracy, in Lonmg and in the
interior. At the international level, the Mnistry has participated in
various sem nars, symnposia and wor kshops.

58. The M nistry of Human Ri ghts has received a nunber of petitions relating
to the protection of human rights. Many of these cases fall within the
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conpetence of the courts or other mnistries. The Mnistry of Human Ri ghts

al so has the essential task of ensuring inproved foll owup and effective

i npl enentation, in donestic |egislation, of the provisions of the

i nternational human rights instruments ratified by Togo. 1In this context, and
in conjunction with the other conpetent mnistries, it undertakes the
preparation of the reports to be sent to the QAU s Comm ssion on Human and
Peopl es’ Rights, in accordance with article 62 of the African Charter on Human
and Peoples' Rights, and to the United Nations Human Rights Committee, in
accordance with the provisions of article 40 of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights.

59. By exam ning the various provisions enacted at the national |evel, the
M nistry of Human Rights will be able to deternine national practices with
regard to human rights and make proposals for inproving them by updating them
and adopting new | egi slation consistent with international standards.

B. The situation of human rights in Togo

60. Ever-increasing inportance is attached to human rights questions in
Togo. They are given pride of place in fundanental |egislation and are to be
di ssemi nated and publicized nore widely anmong the public.

61. The period of denocratic transition has given rise to substantial socia
and political tension, which has been reflected in inter-ethnic disturbances
and numerous breaches of |aw and order. Public and private property has been
regul arly attacked by denonstrators: houses have been destroyed, bl own up and
ransacked and damage has been considerable. There has been incitement to
tribal hatred, which has led to people taking the law into their own hands in
the towns, villages and nei ghbourhoods.

62. The situation has deteriorated throughout the denocratic process, and
the police and security forces have been hard put to it to performtheir
duties effectively. 1In these circunstances, the authorities responsible for
mai ntai ning | aw and order and the judicial authorities have al so had great
difficulty in discharging their responsibilities. It therefore appeared
advi sable that the various parties to the denocratic process should find
solutions to the political crisis in Togo.

63. A joint conm ssion was accordingly set up on 28 July 1992 conprising a
del egation synpathetic to the President and an opposition del egation
represented by eight political parties. The work of this joint comm ssion
centred on divergencies relating to the organi zati on of el ections, amendnent
of the various provisions relating thereto (Electoral Code and draft
Constitution) and, above all, the essential question of the extension of the
period of transition which, in accordance with article 66 of Act No. 7, was
due to end after 12 nonths, in other words, on 28 August 1992. The various
parties concerned agreed on an extension of the transition period to

31 Decenber 1992 conditional upon the setting-up of the transition organs. A
| egal context had to be found for that purpose.

64. Draft |egislation was accordingly submitted to the HCR for adoption by
the joint conmmission. This legislation included:
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(a) Act No. 92-001/PR of 27 August 1992 anmendi ng Act No. 7 of the
Sovereign National Conference of 23 August 1991, the constitutional act
organi zing the various powers during the transition period;

(b) Act No. 92-2/PR of 27 August 1992 anending the draft Constitution
annexed to Act No. 4 of 20 July 1992 organi zing the constitutional referendum

(c) Act No. 92-3/PR of 27 August 1992 maintaining the conposition of
the Hi gh Council of the Republic; and

(d) Act No. 92-4/PR of 27 August 1992 providing that the Prine
M ni ster should remain in office.

65. Following this political readjustnment, the President of the Republic
regai ned nost of his powers, notably chai rmanship of the Council of Mnisters,
dependi ng on the inportance of the agenda.

66. In its conclusions, the joint conmmi ssion stated that its ainms were

mai nly to place the conduct of Togol ese politics on a footing of consensus
between the Head of State and the Prine Mnister. Despite the joint

comm ssion's efforts, however, it did not prove possible to hold the elections
within the newtine-limt.

67. After the extension of the transition and the formation of the new
Governnment, tension remained high and gave rise to a general strike and

cl ashes between followers of different novenents. |In order to renedy this
situation, a crisis Governnent was forned, headed by the Prime Mnister, who
was redesignated by decree of the President of the Republic. This Governnent
is called upon to function on the basis of a m ninmum seven-point politica
programe, whose nain aimis to restore security with a view to the successfu
concl usion of the denobcratic transition

C. I ncorporation of international hunman rights provisions
in the internal order and renedies

Incorporation in the internal order

68. The new | egi sl ati on enacted since denocratic |iberalizationis in |ine
with the international provisions on human rights, which figure promnently in
that | egislation.

69. The preanble to the Togol ese Constitution stipulates that the Togol ese
State is conmitted to the protection of human rights as defined by the 1945
Charter of the United Nations, the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts,
the 1966 International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural Rights, and the 1981 African Charter of Human
and Peoples’ Rights. Title | of the Constitution is, in fact, exclusively
devoted to rights and freedons.

70. The El ectoral Code (Act No. 92-3 of 8 July 1992) contains provisions

governing the organi zati on of election canpaigns and voting procedures. The
Charter of the Political Parties organizes political conpetition between the
various political parties, whose functioning is admtted in the new plurali st
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political context. Freedomof the press is ensured by Act No. 90-25 of

30 Novenber 1990. Simlarly, associations engage freely in their activities.
Al'l these public freedons are, however, reflected in other |egal instrunents
(Penal Code, Code of Crimnal Procedure, Togolese Fam |y Code, Nationality
Code, etc.).

71. The provisions of the international human rights instrunments are in fact
i ncorporated in the Togol ese Constitution and nay thus be invoked before the
Togol ese courts.
Renedi es
72. On the question of remedies, any individual who considers that his human
ri ghts have been violated may approach the private institutions for the
defence of human rights, human rights associations and | eagues, the CNDH or
the courts.
73. The first two types of institution sinply play a nediatory role. Only
the courts are able, when the violations have been proved, to restore the
victinms' rights. 1In addition, since Togo is a party to the Optional Protocol
private individuals are able to submt comunications to the Human Ri ghts
Conmi ttee.
74. The preanble to the Constitution of 14 October 1992 reaffirns the
country's attachnment to the rights provided for in the international human
rights instrunents. The Constitution therefore protects those rights.
75. Political and civil rights are enshrined in:

The El ectoral Code of 16 April 1993;

The Constitution of 14 October 1992

The Penal Code of 13 August 1980;

The Code of Crimnal Procedure of 2 March 1983.
76. Soci al, economic and cultural rights are enshrined in:

The Social Security Code of 12 Novenber 1973;

The Labour Code of 8 May 1974;

The Individuals and Fanmily Code of 31 January 1980;

The Ordi nance of 6 May 1975 on the reform of education in Togo;

Decree No. 92-031/PWMRT of 5 February 1992 concerning the powers and

structure of the Mnistry of Social Wl fare and National Solidarity

( MBESSN) .

77. Human rights violations are rarely brought before the courts, but
i nstead are brought before the administrative authorities through the Nationa
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Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion. Usually, cases are referred to the Comr ssion by
private human rights associations and, follow ng an inquiry, the Conm ssion
proposes an am cable settlenent to the administration and the victimof the
violation. Cases may, of course, also be referred to the Conm ssion directly
by private persons.

The conpetent authorities in the area of human rights

78. The authorities conpetent to deal with cases of human rights violations
are the menbers of the CNDH, officials of the Mnistry of Human Rights, and
the judicial and adm nistrative authorities.

The non-governnental hunman rights organi zati ons

79. The organi zations for the defence of human rights are:
The M nistry of Human Rights and Rehabilitation
The National Human Ri ghts Conmm ssion
The private associations:
The Togol ese Human Ri ghts League;
The Togol ese League for Human Ri ghts and Public Freedons;
The Togol ese League for the Defence of Human Ri ghts;
The Association for the Pronotion of the Rule of Law
The Togol ese Association for the Abolition of Torture;
The Togol ese Associ ation agai nst the Mnipul ati on of M nds;
Defence for Children International (Togo Section);
The Togol ese League for the Rights and Well being of the Child.
V. | NFORMATI ON AND PUBLI CI TY
80. Publ i city campai gns concerning in particular wonen's rights, the rights
of the child, the rights and duties of the citizen and public freedons are
conducted within the framework of the entities having to do with human rights.
A private association, the Whnen, Denocracy and Devel oprment Study and Action
G oup, has set up a legal and general information centre at Lomé. Posters
have been used to disseninate the provisions of the Constitution of the Fourth
Republic. The texts of instrunments such as the individuals and Fanily Code
and the Convention on the Rights of the Child have been published and nade
available to the public. They have not yet been translated into the nationa
| anguages, but the relevant action plans now being drawn up for the period

1995- 2000 meke provision for that and for w de dissenmi nation of all the human
rights instrunents.
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81. Ever since its establishnment, the CNDH has periodically conducted
nati onwi de human rights awareness and educati on canpaigns. It also organizes

trai ning sem nars and synposia. The |eagues and associations organize simlar
activities, as does the Mnistry of Human Ri ghts.

82. During recent years, there has been a significant increase in the
publicity given to the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
t hrough educational television programes. The establishment of the
Directorate for Promotion within the Mnistry of Human Rights represented a
further step in this direction

83. Wth a viewto the effective inplenentation of all provisions relating
to human rights, further efforts nust be made in the areas of public awareness
and education. Simlarly, the teaching of human rights, which is provided for
in the Togol ese education system but not yet fully practised, must be put into
effect. The fact that periodic reports are required by various United Nations
bodi es neans that the CGovernnent should pay particular attention to this
guestion. All these initiatives necessitate human and financial investnents.
The assistance of the United Nations agencies is essential if these objectives
are to be attained.

84. No maj or probl em was encountered in conpiling this initial report. The

only difficulty was the availability of data, in which regard serious efforts
are needed to organi ze the rel evant docunentation



