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I. LAND AND PECPLE*
1. Thailand is situated in the south-east Asian mainland and covers an area

of 513,115 sq. km from North 5°30" to 21° and from East 97° 30" to 105° 30".
Thai | and borders the Denocratic People's Republic of Laos and the Uni on of
Myanmar to the north, Canbodia and the Gulf of Thailand to the east, the Union
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of Myanmar and the Indian Ccean to the west, and Malaysia to the south. The
country has a warmand rather humid tropical climte and a | andscape of
surprising diversity, fromthe nountai nous north and the north-east plateau
to the alluvial central plain to the southern peninsula with its narrow
coastal | ow and backed by hi gh nountain ranges.

2. Thail and' s estimated 1992 popul ation of 57.9 million increases by

about 1 million persons per year. Around 70 per cent of the labour force is
in the agricultural sector, producing rice, tapioca, sugarcane, nmize, etc.
Thai farmers, long considered to be the “backbone” of the econony, have
traditionally been rice cultivators. Rural farmlife is still primarily that
of afarmfamly situated in a village of other farmfanilies where activities
related to the comunity's Buddhist tenple are inportant. Despite sonme use of
chemical fertilizers, pesticides, tractors and attenpts at collectivism this
type of rural life is still much as it was centuries ago. Wrk, usually done
by hand or with a water buffalo, is shared by the entire famly, which
consunes the products fromits own fields and sells any surplus.

3. While still predominant, this type of life is rapidly disappearing as
the rural economy has becone increasingly nonetized and small farmers have
been actively encouraged to grow cashcrops. Farm ng has becone nore and nore
a business enterprise and less a holistic way of life. The influence of

agr obusi ness has had major effects upon the traditional farner, who is
directly susceptible to exploitation in this process. Small farmers,
especially in the north-east, have been subjected to increasing |andl essness
and have a growi ng problem of debt. These problens are reflected in the

i nci dence of poverty anong the rural popul ation

4, Uban life in Thailand principally refers to Bangkok, by far the |argest
city. Famly life there is typified by the nuclear famly in which both
husband and wife are enployed (in either the formal or informal sectors) and
children attend schools. This pattern, however, is not universal. There are
significant nunbers of unmarried adults, of single-parent househol ds, and of
other living arrangenents in which people are managi ng to cope. The grow ng
m ddl e classes of Thailand live primarily in urban areas.

5. Devel opnent policy in the first three national plan periods (1961-1976)

was characterized by governnment support to private enterprise, in contrast to

the prior approach of direct State enterprise. Governnent became increasingly
active in providing economc infrastructure and a |l egal and institutiona

envi ronnent conducive to private-sector investnment. Beginning in the

early 1970s, the national plans noted with concern the grow ng incone

* This report was prepared in the 1992-1995 peri od.

di sparities. Social devel opment planning energed, in conjunction wth
econom ¢ planning. A strategy to narrow inconme gaps was added to the Third
National Plan (1972-1976).
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6. The Fourth National Devel opnent Plan (1977-1982) was characterized as
the “big push period, emphasizing the pronotion of small- and nedi um scal e
i ndustries to sustain the growth of the industrial sector”. The Fifth and
Si xth National Devel opnment Plans (1983-1991) were a period of transformation
into a manufacturing, export-led econony. It enphasized further

export-oriented production, regional industrialization, inplenmentation of

| arge-scal e industrial devel opment programes, expansi on of basic industries,
active nobilization of foreign investnents, increased efficiency of
managenent, utilization and exploitation of resources. Thailand s increased
i nternational conpetitiveness is due to the success of these policies, to an
enornous increase in private donestic investnent, and nost of all to the
literate and rel atively inexpensive supply of |abour

7. Despite the several mlitary coups d' état the orientation of Thailand's
devel opnent policies has renmained the sanme throughout the |ast four decades,

t hus enhancing continuity and stability. Private enterprise has been
encouraged while at the sane tine substantial investnment has been made in the
heal th and basi c education of its popul ation

8.

The main econonic indicators and statistical data are as fol |l ows:

Ar ea:

Popul ati on:

Mal e:

Fenal e:

I n nuni ci pal area

I n non-rmuni ci pal area:

513, 115 square kil onmetres
58.8 mllion (1993)

29, 018, 092

28, 770, 873

approx. 10.2 million (1992)

approx. 46.8 million (1992)

Popul ati on per 1 square km 113 (1992)
Birth rate per 1,000 popul ation: 20.3 (1992
Death rate per 1,000 popul ation: 6.1 (1992)

Li fe expectancy at birth (years):

Popul ati on grow h rate:

Total fertility rate:

G oss Domestic Product (GDP):
GDP per capita:

Rate of economic grow h:

Rate of enpl oynent:

65.8 (M, 70.5 (F) (1992)
1.4% (1992)
2.2% (1992)
3,585 billion baht (1994)
60, 346 baht (1994)

8.2% (1993)

96. 55% (1993)
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Consuner Price |ndex: 5.0 (1994)
Aver age wage of enpl oyees per day: 118. 75 baht (1993)

Nurber of househol ds (1992)

- Municipal area: 2,367, 180
- Non- nuni ci pal area: 9, 943, 053
Di vorce rate: 10. 0% (1991)
Adult literacy rate: 92. 58% (1992)
Nunber of tourists visiting Thail and: 6, 166, 496 (1994)
Percent age of popul ation with access
to drinking water: 86 (1994)
Percent age of popul ation with access
to health services: 90 (1994)
Nunber of notor vehicle registrations: 1,041, 246 (1993)

Ri ce planted area and production (1994-1995)

- area planted (thousand rais): 59, 251
- production (thousand tons): 18, 447
Maj or agricul tural products: Sugar - cane, cassava, mmi ze,

rice, peanut, soy bean,
cotton, sorghum kenaf, mung
bean (1994).

Production of minerals: Li mestone, lignite, gypsum
kaolin, glass sand, fluorite,
iron, lead, pyrophylite,
barite (1994)

Val ue of inports, exports and

bal ance of trade (1994) (in billion baht)

- inmports: 1, 364. 215 baht
- exports: 1, 133. 283 baht
- bal ance of trade: 230. 931 baht
Princi pal exports: Textile products, rice,

cassava and products, precious
stones and netal s, natural
rubber, integrated circuit
(1994).
Princi pal inports: Capi tal goods,
i nternedi ate products and
raw materials, fuel and



Bal ance of Paynent:

Children and youth profiles:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Popul ati on

Nurmber of children (0-14 yrs.):
Percentage of total popul ation

Nurmber of youth (15-24 yrs.):

Percentage of total popul ation

Nutrition

Percentage of total nunber of
infants wei ghed | ess than
2,500 grs.:

Percentage of children (under 5 yrs)

with malnutrition (1992)

Level 1:
Level 2:
Level 3:

Percent age of students who have | unch
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| ubricant, petrol eum and
shal e oils (1994).

20.0 billion baht (1994)

18.5 million (1992)
31. 46
12.27 nillion (1992)
20. 7

9.04 (1992)

14. 75
0.70
0.01

83.23 (1991)

Percent age of students who do not have

| unch:

16.79 (1991)

Percent age of breast-feeding nothers (1993)

- 3 nonths:
- 6 nonths:
- 12 nont hs:

Heal t h

85.9
80. 3
66. 7

Percentage of full-course immnization in children

(under 1 yr) (1991-1993)

BCG
DTP:
Pol i o:
Measl es:

98
92
92
86
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Percent age of diarrhoea surveill ance

in children (under 5 yrs) 1.33 (1991)
Infant nortality (under 5 yrs) per

1, 000 births: 33 (1991)
Percentage of child nortality (1-14 yrs): 3.02 (1991)
Percentage of youth nortality (15-24 yrs): 6.45 (1991)
Nunber of children and youth drug addicts: 21,410 (1993)

Number of venereal diseases and sex-rel ated
di seases in children and yout hs: 50, 669 (1993)

(d) Education

Enrol nent ratio (1992)

- Primary level: 92.58
- Lower secondary Ievel: 36. 20
- Upper secondary |evel: 25.29
- Hi gher education: 20. 52

Transition rate (1992)

- Primary/Lower secondary: 61. 62
- Lower/ Upper secondary: 85.61

(e) Enpl oynent

Nurber of children and youth (13-18 yrs)
in |abour force (in thousands): 4,740,200 (1992)

Nurber of enpl oyed children and youth
(13-24 yrs): 3,994, 800 (1992)

Nurber of unenpl oyed children and youth
(13-24 yrs): 734,400 (1992)

Rat e of enpl oyed children and youth
(13-24 yrs) in major fields of
i ndustry (1992)

- Agriculture, forestry, livestock

rai sing and fisheries: 49. 5%
- Manuf act uri ng: 5. 7%
- Conmer ce: 2. 7%
- Services: 8.1%

- Ohers: 6.5%
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(f) Social and ethical problens

Nurber of juvenile delinquents and children
i nappropriate behavi our

- I nappropriate behaviour: 3,413 persons (1993)
- Behavioural problemchildren, to

sent welfare institutions: 155 persons (1993)
- Juvenile delinquents, sent to

juvenile courts: 2,878 persons (1993)
- Convicted youth: 2,539 persons (1993)

Nurber of abandoned chil dren in governmnent
hospitals (0-5 yrs): 605 persons (1992)

Nurmber of street children in Bangkok
(reported cases): 2,051 persons (1992)

Nunber of child and youth deaths from
homicide and injury wilfully inflicted
by ot her persons: 977 persons (1990)

Nunber of children in welfare institutiona
care (1990)

- governnental institutions: 9, 870 persons
- non-governnental institutions: 52, 345 persons

Nunber of children in foster care and
adoptive care (1992): 759 persons

Nunber of novices and tenpl e boys

- novices: 127,638 persons (1992)
- tenple boys: 69, 294 persons (1992)

1. GENERAL POLITI CAL STRUCTURE

10. Thail and is governed by a constitutional nonarchy, simlar in many ways
to the United Kingdom wth the King as head of State. Ever since the
foundi ng of Sukhothai in 1238, Thailand has had a pyrani dal Governnent
structure, uniting the three pillars of nation, religion and nonarchy. The
present constitutional nmonarchy dates back to 1932 when King Praj adhi pok
(Rama VI1) agreed to abolish absolute nonarchy and transferred power to the
constitutional systemwhich is in force today. The latest constitution was
pronul gated in 1991. Thailand' s political environment, while giving the

i mpression of fragility due to the nunber of coups d'état, has actually

exhi bited a remarkabl e degree of stability because of the strength behind the
constitutional nonarch.

11. In 1994 Thail and had 65, 169 vill ages, 986 sanitary districts
(non-muni ci pal areas), 143 nmunicipalities, 7,159 Tanbon (sub-districts),
729 Anphoe (districts), 101 |esser districts, and 76 provinces including
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Bangkok. At the village level, the Governnment is represented by the pu-ya
ban or village headman, who is responsible for social harnmony and | oca
government. Village conmune councils, headed by a kaman, are the |ink
between village and the district officer, Nai Anphoe, who is the kaman's

i medi ate superior. District officers report to the provincial governor; both
are appoi nted, not elected, officials. The provincial governors and district,
chiefs are under the jurisdiction of the Mnistry of Interior

12. At the national |evel, executive power is admnistered and

| egi sl ati on proposed by the Cabinet, on which all ministries are represented.
The Cabinet is chaired by the Prine Mnister, whose post was established

in 1933. Since 1958, prinme mnisters have played a domi nant role in running
the nation. Each ministry is headed by a political appointee, the ninister,
who is automatically a menmber of the Cabinet.

13. The admi nistrative head of a ministry is the Permanent Secretary, a
career civil servant who has adnministrative control over all departnents.
Each departnent is headed by a Director-General, who is responsible for the
overal |l administrative and budgetary managenent and control over his or her
own department. For each fiscal year, all departnents and mnistries are
responsi bl e for the preparation of budget proposals which are subnitted to the
Bureau of the Budget under the Office of the Prinme Mnister. The House
Conmittees on public health, education, public welfare, defence, etc., wll
scrutini ze all budgetary proposals and recommend their approval to the House
of Parlianent. The House normally approves all budget allocations in
Septenber. The budget for fiscal year 1991-1994 stands at 625 billion baht
(US$ 25 billion).

[11. THE JUDI Cl ARY AND THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF JUSTI CE

14. Founded upon the concept of a civil law system the Thai justice
administration and its nachinery are organi zed through witten | egislation.
Al'l case proceedings, execution of |aws safeguarding of justice, including all
governnent rules and decrees, nmust solemmly conformto the | aws promul gated

15. According to the Law Governing Court Organization of 1934, three |evels
of courts were established, i.e., the courts of first instance, the courts of
appeal and the Suprene Court. There are about 135 courts of first instance

t hroughout the ki ngdom I n Bangkok Metropolis, they are conposed of the civi
court, the crimnal court, the central juvenile and fanmily court, the centra
| abour court and the central tax court, including khwaeng courts, which have
jurisdiction over snmall cases. In the provinces, they are conposed of the
provincial court, the provincial juvenile and famly courts and khwaeng
courts.

16. The courts of appeal consist of one Bangkok-based court of appeal and
three regional courts of appeal. There is one Suprenme Court with jurisdiction
to review and adj udicate all cases, and the Court's judgenents are final
However, in crimnal cases the accused nmay petition His Majesty the King for

cl enency.
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17. There are also mlitary courts which deal primarily with nmilitary
justice in crimnal cases.
18. Thai courts adjudicate cases according to the law in the nane of the

King who is above politics in all aspects. The judges thenselves are al so
protected fromany political interference. Thus, their appointnent and
renoval are effected by an exclusive and i ndependent body, the Judicia
Service Conmmi ssion. Essentially, no new court shall be established with the
purpose of trying any particul ar case.

19. Under Thai crimnal proceedings, an injured person may institute a
prosecution hinmself or |lodge a conplaint with the authorities concerned and
have his case conducted by them If the injured person | odges a conplaint,
the police inquiry officials will conduct an inquiry and file all facts and
evi dence for submission to the public prosecutor. After reviewing the file of
inquiry, the public prosecutor may issue an order of prosecution and transnit
the case to the court or issue an order of non-prosecution and rel ease the

al | eged of fender according to the evidence.

20. A suspect in a crimnal case is guaranteed the presunption of innocence
and the ultimate right to defend hinmself, including the right to counsel and
ot her standard treatnent of human rights protection. No judgenent of
conviction shall be delivered unless and until the court is fully satisfied
that an offence has actually been perpetrated and that the accused has

committed that offence. |In case of doubt, the benefit will be granted to the
accused.
21. In civil cases, anyone who is engaged in a dispute over rights and

duties or who wants to exercise his rights through court proceedings is free
to institute his case. Civil proceedings in Thai courts are governed nainly
by the Gvil Procedure Code of 1934.

22. In the course of today's business, however, the tendency is to rely on

the arbitration systemowing to its convenience, informality, and speed. The
Thai justice administration recognized this trend by adopting the Arbitration
Act of 1987.



