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The meeting was called to order at 10.10 a.m.

CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS SUBMITTED BY STATES PARTIES UNDER ARTICLE 18 OF THE
CONVENTION (continued)

Second periodic report of Venezuela (CEDAW/C/13/Add.21)

y O At the invitation of the Chairperson, Ms. Garcis Prince (Venezuela) took
a seat at the Committee table.

2% Ms, GARCIS PRINCE (Venezuela) said that as the second periodic report of
Venezuela covered the period from 1985 to 1988, it did not reflect the
significant developments that had occurred in the country's policies relating
to women since the new Government had taken office in 1989.

3. In 1991, a new labour law, the Labour Organization Act, which was
extremely favourable to women, had entered into force in Venezuela.
Provisions of the new law included: (a) equal working conditions and pay for
men and women; (b) protection of pregnant women - such women were exempt from
engaging in heavy or hazardous labour which might lead in some way to
miscarriage; and (c) maternity leaves, i.e. a prenatal leave of 6 weeks and a
postnatal leave of 12 weeks, which could be accumulated and supplemented by
vacation days accrued during leave periods.

4. Some articles of the new labour law should also be noted. Article 384
stipulated that women could not be dismissed during pregnancy or during the
year following childbirth. Companies employing more than 20 workers were
required to operate a child-care facility where children could be left during
the workday (article 391), or make use of an agency specializing in such
activities (article 392). To facilitate the implementation of that provision,
a special commission had been set up comprising, inter alia, the Minister of
Labour, the Minister of Health and the Minister of State for the Advancement
of Women. Under article 393, women were entitled to two half-hour breaks a
day to nurse their children in the child-care centre where they were located.
Lastly, article 394 of the new law stipulated that there could be no
distinction between the salary paid to a pregnant woman and that paid to other
women workers doing the same type of work.

5. The Government of Venezuela had set up an institution responsible for
ensuring compliance with the new law. That institution, the Workers' Legal
Assistance Office, had a group of lawyers whose function was to provide legal
assistance to workers without financial resources. At the urging of the
Minister of State for the Advancement of Women, half of the attorneys were
involved solely in ensuring that working women enjoyed the rights guaranteed
them under the new law.

/.'l



CEDAW/C/SR.202
English
Page 3

(Ms. Garcis Prince, Venezuela)

6. Turning to the questions raised by the Committee concerning the Criminal
Code, she said it was unfortunate that those provisions of the Code which
entailed some form of discrimination against women had not yet been amended.
The existing Criminal Code was held to be a highly complex instrument, which
made its revision very difficult. Furthermore, many people considered it
obsolete and maintained that it should be completely revised. It should also
be noted that one of the most important elements of the State reform process
under way in Venezuela was judicial reform; revision of the Criminal Code must
be firmly inscribed within the broadest context of that reform.

7. As for the Committee's question regarding the support which the
Government received from political parties, trade unions and the information
media in adopting measures to protect women's interests, she noted that a
women's commission had been in existence since 1989 which advised the
President of the Republic and was composed of women from all political parties
and non-governmental organizations. Recently, women from non-governmental and
grass-roots organizations, who had held a relatively confrontational attitude
vis-a-vis women in political parties, had grown closer to each other, thereby
considerably strengthening the Venezuelan women's movement.

8. With regard to the Government's campaign against existing stereotypes of
women, two studies had been made, one on stereotypes in school textbooks and
another on stereotypes presented on television. It was to be hoped that

soon - perhaps by 8 March, International Women's Day - it would be possible to
launch a national programme to combat discrimination against women on the
basis of four elements: the above-mentioned studies; a legal instrument to
prevent the distribution of textbooks with discriminatory contents; training
teachers so that they would not perpetuate discrimination on the job; and the
production of printed and audio-visual materials to promote the concept of
equal opportunity. The Ministry which she headed would try to get radio
stations to offer free airtime for programmes on women, while the State
television channel would devote one hour a week to a programme on that topic.

Arti and 4

9. The substantive changes which had occurred over the years in the
mechanism established by Venezuela in 1974 for the advancement of women were
due to the fact that democracy was relatively new to the country: barely 34
years old. Yet, women had been active in establishing political parties since
1928. The situation between the sexes had improved more as a result of
political pressure exerted by women themselves than by initiatives originating
in society. For example, as early as 1947 women's exerting pressure had
resulted in their obtaining the right to vote.

10. Since 1974, when a State body for women had been established, successive

Governments had sought to create other new mechanisms for women; however, the
current Government believed that such efforts must come to an end and a stable
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mechanism created. 1In 1991, a bill was tabled for the establishment of a
National Women's Council as a high-level body reporting to the President of
the Republic. There currently seemed to be a high degree of political
agreement among all parties that the Council should be established in 1992.

11. Her own Ministry sought to create linkages with other ministries so that
they might incorporate women's concerns in their structures. Progress had
been made: her Ministry and the Women's Presidential Advisory Committee
already had their own offices and their budgets had progressively increased.

12. For the past two years, efforts had been made to decentralize

activities. Governors and mayors were freely elected, and coordination with
those authorities had been initiated in an effort to move from the national to
the regional level. The outcome had been positive: nine of the country's 21
governors and many of its 300 mayors had created bodies for the advancement of
women.,

13, It was anticipated that, with time, the Ministry of the Family and its
Women's Office would disappear. The National Women's Council would replace
them. However, during the past three years, when the Government had been
compelled to carry out a stringent structural adjustment programme, the
Ministry of the Family had played a very important role. The Government was
gradually pursuing a sweeping social compensation policy involving, for
example, direct transfers of goods and money to begin with, to be followed by
income-generating programmes. The Ministry of the Family was actively
involved in carrying out that social policy.

l4. Among the most important programmes of the Ministry of the Family was the
Expanded Maternal and Child Programme (PAMI) aimed at poor pregmnant or nursing
mothers and children under the age of six. That programme had been
supplemented by an expanded health programme sponsored jointly with the
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare to deal with sexually transmitted
diseases and cervical and breast cancer. Thirdly, in the context of PAMI, the
Ministry of the Family was also carrying out a community education programme
involving women. Likewise, the Government was carrying out a programme
associated with the credit fund for micro-enterprises, set up in 1983,

Lastly, there was a day-care centre programme for children of working mothers
in marginal communities; the programme, though over 15 years o0ld, was
currently well-supported.

15. In Venezuela, the Parliament was aware of the Government's plans for the
advancement of women. A bicameral commission on women's rights, involving
parliamentarians from all parties and political groups, analysed draft
legislation in that sphere, and it was to be hoped that such legislation would
soon be adopted without further delay.
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16. The programmes executed had been assessed with the cooperation of a
number of offices and ministries of the executive branch. There was a
procedure for the follow-up of decisions on social questions. Follow-up of
high-level political matters was ensured by the Social Cabinet, a group of six
ministers, including herself, which was responsible for establishing links to
promote cooperation in policy implementation. Technical follow-up was
provided by the National Planning and Coordination System and the Central
Office of Statistics and Information, with the assistance of all government
offices. 1In the past three years, two major multisectoral studies had been
conducted. The first, conducted by the Women's Advisory Committee of the
President of the Republic and the General Sectoral Directorate for the
Promotion of Women, was contained in the annex to the report of Venezuela.
The second, conducted by a non-governmental organization with international
and State resources, had not yet been published.

17. Venezuela had many years of experience in leadership training, especially
in the political parties. At the moment, however, the legitimacy of the
parties was being questioned. Therefore, they did not view training
programmes for women leaders as a priority. Her office, however, was training
women for leadership positions, with the collaboration of the General
Directorate for the Promotion of Women within the Ministry for the Family, in
a programme aimed at encouraging parties to resume their leadership training
activities.

Article 5

18. The report contained statistics on the remarkable academic achievements
of Venezuelan women. There were currently more female than male university
graduates. However, women's participation in the educational system was not
equalled by their participation in the productive system, for most of them
still held low-paying jobs and were at the bottom of the employment
hierarchy. That was because women received preparations for functioning in a
society that lived off its assets, not a competitive economy based on
production and international competition. Thus, women did not have the
independence to generate wealth. An educational system must be developed in
which a university graduate could generate employment instead of seeking it.
To that end, the Government was transforming the educational system,
emphasizing technical education in particular, in an effort to bring down
psychological and cultural barriers that had sustained hidden forms of
discrimination against women, and promoting the entry of women into productive

careers.

19. The Government was making efforts to give women greater responsibility in
public administration. A surprising number of women occupied very high
positions in Venezuelan public administration. There were currently five
women ministers in the cabinet. Women represented 53 per cent of the legal
advisers in the Venezuelan public administration, 17 per cent of the chief
administrators in ministries, State enterprises and autonomous agencies and
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41 per cent of sectoral directors. Even the private sector could not boast of
such fiqures. In Petrdleos de Venezuela, the largest enterprise in the
country, there was only one woman on the board of directors, and, of the five
directors of Corporacidn de Guayana, the second largest enterprise, two were
women,

20, Violence was one of her Government's most immediate concerns, as the
Penal Code of Venezuela was backward in that respect. Although there was a
programme on ill-treatment in the Ministry for the Family, the issue of
violence had been reopened only a few months earlier: at the legal level, a
law against violence in the home was being drafted and, at the administrative
level, an agreement had been signed with a very experienced national
non-governmental organization. 1In addition, a training programme was being
offered to officials who dealt with victims of violence.

Article 6

21, There were no reliable statistics on prostitution. A national survey on
violence in the family and prostitution would be conducted for the first
time. It seemed that immigration from nearby countries had aggravated the
problem of prostitution.

Article 7

22. Referring to the table on female participation in elections, she said
that in the case of municipal councils the decrease in female participation
was attributable to the shift from an electoral system of closed lists to a
single-candidacy system, which had not encouraged party support. Apart from
that, few women had dared to come forward as candidates for a seat on the
councils. Two of the three political parties currently had quotas: the
Democratic Action Party had a quota of 20 per cent and the Movement towards
Socialism Party had a quota of 25 per cent. There had, however, been pressure
to establish a quota in the new Law on Political Parties and round tables had
been held, but no consensus had been reached. A request to modify the draft
law had then been introduced in the Congress, so that it would be clear that
parties were to guarantee equal opportunities in the processes of nomination

and election to posts within party structures and in the popular election
process.

23. Lastly, her office had prepared an addendum to the initial report, which
described achievements realized between 1989 and 1991, the projects of her

office, programmes under which activities were being carried out, and future
objectives.

24. Ms. CORTI expressed appreciation for the details the Minister had
furnished orally. She had not found the initial report to be satisfactory,
as, in her opinion, it did not give a realistic picture. Venezuelan women,
who should be looked on as role models by Europeans, were to be commended for
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their efforts. With the necessary political will on the part of the
Government, women themselves and women's organizations, it would not be long
before remaining obstacles could be removed. Day nurseries were a great
triumph and she also welcomed the achievements realized with respect to the
Penal Code, particularly the emphasis on decentralization. One example of
something that her country had not achieved was the financing of women's
associations, which played a crucial role in Venezuela. The proposal of a law
on quotas was absolutely necessary and would be a positive step.

25. Ms, NIKOLAEVA said that the initial report had left her with a somewhat
negative impression, which had changed after she had heard the oral
presentation by the Venezuelan Minister. She was convinced that the
Government would overcome the obstacles it currently faced in implementing the
Convention. Some programmes were difficult to carry out owing to a lack of
means, funds or human resources, but there was a strong will and, she
therefore hoped that the Government would do its utmost and would be
responsive to the patriotism shown by Venezuelan women who hoped to build a
just and democratic society.

26. Ms, BUSTELO GARCIA del REAL said that the information provided by the
Minister had highlighted the extent to which Venezuelan women had managed to
integrate policies on women into general policies, a prerequisite for further
progress. She trusted that the third periodic report would reflect more
positive developments with regard to the violence issue, for Venezuela was
sufficiently advanced to be able to offer women better protection against
violence. She welcomed efforts to make greater use of the mass media, the
most effective means of reaching the entire population in order to change
attitudes and conduct., Efforts must be coordinated in order to promote the
production of television films and other programmes that would contribute to
eliminating stereotypes.

27. Ms, EVATT said that she could not but appreciate the progress achieved in
the status of women when she compared Venezuela's previous reports with the
detailed, enthusiastic oral presentation given by the representative of
Venezuela. Attitudes, values and beliefs that obstructed changes in women's
status, and that affected many of the States from which Committee members
came, could be discerned. It was reassuring to note the positive steps that
had been taken, particularly in the mass media and by other means, in order to
bring about a change in attitudes. The enthusiasm and energy of women's
organizations and women in Venezuela were commendable. However, mechanisms
for assessing programmes were necessary in order to determine which had been
successful and which less successful.

28. Ms, BRAVO NUNEZ DE RAMSEY said that, in Ecuador, too, an enthusiastic
struggle was being waged to attain equality for women. Ecuadorian women had
the same aspirations as Venezuelan women, as a proper legal framework was
essential to attaining full equality. 1In that connection, she noted the
efforts also being made by Ecuadorian women to reform the Penal Code.
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29. Ms, ILIC said that the 44 gquestions that had been put to the
representative of Venezuela demonstrated the Committee's interest in learning
about spheres that had not been covered at all and in clarifying certain
aspects of the report. The oral report presented by Ms. Garcis Prince was
more complete than the previous reports submitted by Venezuela. She wished to
know whether there was a possibility for States to supplement, withdraw or
replace reports they had been invited to submit.

30. Ms, AQUIJ commended the active participation of the representative of
Venezuela. The necessary political will existed in Venezuela, since
far-reaching legislative reforms had been carried out in both the social and
the labour fields and currently reforms were being made in the Penal Code.

She commended the efforts of Venezuelan women to secure progress in matters of
concern to women, without regard for differences arising from membership of
different political parties. She noted with satisfaction that although it was
being said that activism and feminism were in decline, that was not the case
in Venezuela.

31. Ms, GONZALEZ MARTINEZ expressed appreciation for the broad and detailed
information that had been provided on the programmes that were being carried
out in Venezuela. Like Ms. Evatt and Ms. Ilic, she had been present at the
meeting at which the first report had been submitted, and the information in
it was incomplete and less substantive than the information just received in
the oral statement. In that respect, it was regrettable that the statement
could not be reproduced in extenso so that it could be consulted by those
concerned, since the Committee meetings were covered only by summary records.
She asked the representative of Venezuela whether it would be possible, on the
basis of the sound recordings of the meeting, to reproduce her oral statement
in full so that all the information provided at the current meeting would be
available in the records. It was to be hoped that the third report would show
the results of the progress already made and of further progress in

implementation of programmes that were of such importance and concern to
Venezuelan women.

32, Ms. FORDE commended the enthusiastic and eloguent presentation by the
representative of Venezuela, that was typical for the Latin American and
Caribbean region, and said that in the English-speaking countries of the
Caribbean region there were similar problems and equal optimism. Women were
playing a vital role in the development of the region. She hoped that all
relevant and up-to-date information would be included in the next report.

33. Ms. LIN Shangzhen asked how the system of values, beliefs and models
found expression in society, and what measures had been envisaged to overcome
those problems which, along with economic factors, were the main obstacles to
the achievement of equality of the sexes in Venezuela. Venezuela was one of
the few countries that had a significant government mechanism concerned with
the advancement of women and, as could be seen from the report, great efforts
had been made at sectoral and general levels to support the interests of women
with the help of volunteers and in coordination with government departments.
Venezuela's experience would be interesting for other countries too.
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34. Ms, ALFONSIN DE FASAN said that, with regard to the system of quotas, in
Argentina a woman senator from an opposition party had submitted a bill on
quotas that had been approved, as a result of which 30 per cent of electoral
seats would be earmarked for women of all political parties. Like

Ms. Bustelo Garcia del Real, she felt that television programmes had an
enormous influence in the dissemination of messages regarding women.

35. Ms, SCHOPP-SCHILLING said that she supported the suggestion by

Ms. Gonzalez Martinez that the oral statement by the representative of :
Venezuela should be reproduced in full as an addendum to the report. It was
also significant that a powerful national mechanism existed in Venezuela
which, combined with regional approaches, allowed not only the dissemination
of programmes throughout the country but also diversification in each region.
Like Ms, Ilic, she expressed the hope that the next periodic report would
provide more detailed figures with regard to programmes and an evaluation; the
Committee would only then be able to appreciate the actual results of the

programmes.

36. The CHAIRPERSON, speaking on behalf of the members of the Committee,
commended the representative of Venezuela for her clear and precise report on
the situation in her country. All those present had undoubtedly been
favourably impressed by the way in which she had described the situation ang,
above all, by her extensive knowledge of matters of concern to women. It was
to be hoped that she would try to solve the problem which had arisen twice in
the submission of reports of Venezuela, namely, that the information provided
was not complete, unlike the oral statement she had made.

37. It should be noted that the Government of Venezuela had five women in
ministerial posts compared to a total of 12 or 13 men, a percentage that was
fairly high for a developing country. She also noted the intensive use of the
media and education in programmes designed to change Venezuelan social customs
and stereotypes regarding women., The Committee hoped that programme
implementation would be closely monitored and evaluations would be made so
that information on the results of the evaluations could be included in the
next report submitted by Venezuela. .

38. The participation of women in political life was also significant,
despite the crises that the political parties were undergoing; Venezuela had
thus gained experience which was lacking in many other developing countries.
It would be interesting if the representative of Venezuela evaluated that
experience and the incentives created so that those measures could be imitated

in other countries.

39. Another significant aspect of the report was the role played by
non-governmental organizations, which cooperated with one another in a great
spirit of solidarity with regard to measures for the advancement of women.

40. Lastly, she commended the labour legislation of Venezuela which provided

for all types of privileges and rights for women, and also the measures
designed to combat and put an end to violence and to reform the Penal Code.
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41. Ms., GARCIS PRINCE (Venezuela) expressed appreciation for the support of
Ms. Corti and Ms. Nikolaeva. She informed Ms. Bustelo Garcia del Real that
she had used Spain's plan for women, which Ms. Bustelo Garcia del Real had
designed, as a model in drawing up proposals for Venezuelan women. As to

Ms. Evatt's remarks on the need to establish specific mechanisms in Venezuela
to evaluate progress achieved by women so that that progress could be
described in reports submitted to the Committee, she said that such mechanisms
existed in her country and, although the initial report was incomplete, the
replies sent recently to the Committee included all the information that had
been provided at the current meeting.

42, With regard to the remarks made by Ms. Bravo Nunez de Ramsey, she said
that the possibility of establishing a constitutional safeguards commission on
the Penal Code in Venezuela would be studied. In response to points raised by
Ms. Ilic, she said that the 44 questions asked by the Committee had been very
well received by her delegation and had in no way been regarded as criticism.
She did not know whether it was possible to withdraw a report already
submitted in order to submit another, more complete, report; she would consult
members of her delegation in that respect. As to the comments made by

Ms. Aouij, she said that the latter had fully understood the solidarity among
Venezuelan women, which transcended political differences.

43. In response to the points raised by Ms. Gonzalez Martinez, she said that
everything that she had said at the current meeting was to be found in the
replies that had been submitted in writing to the Committee. Probably, in the
near future, the relevant document would be circulated to members of the
Committee. However, if the Committee felt that some of her comments were not
included in the document, she would be prepared to submit an addendum.

44, She assured Ms. Forde that in the next periodic report, everything
possible would be done to meet her wishes. With regard to Ms., Lin Shangzhen's
question as to whether the prevailing values were an obstacle to the
advancement of women in Venezuela, she said that Venezuelan women were trying

to influence the family, the mass media and the educational system to change
those values.

45. She reminded Ms. Alfonsin de Fasan that she had taken part in the
struggle to promote women's interests in Argentina, and she considered that
the victory achieved by women in that country was also her own victory. The
comments made by Ms. Schopp-Schilling would be taken into account in the next
report. There was too long a gap between the date for submission of reports
and the date of their consideration. In the case of Venezuela, three years
had elapsed, during which time the situation of women in that country had
changed completely.

46, Finally, in her capacity as a representative of the Venezuelan
Government, she encouraged United Nations bodies to provide financial and
technical assistance to Venezuela to help it improve its policy coordination
and, in that regard, asked the Committee to request the Secretary-General to
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establish a mechanism for dialogue among United Nations bodies. It was also
important for the Committee to assess the form in which United Nations bodies
had contributed to the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT OF WORKING GROUP II (CEDAW/C/WG.II/1992/WP.12)
47. Ms, EVATT introduced the report and summarized its main ideas.

48. The CHAIRPERSON suggested that the Committee should consider the report
paragraph by paragraph.

49, There was no objection to paragraphs 1 to 5 of the report.

50. Ms, CORTI said that the way in which paragraph 6 was worded might make it
difficult for the Committee to adopt the report. Since there had been no
consensus, she suggested that the paragraph should be deleted.

51. The CHAIRPERSON recalled that, during the discussion in Working Group II,
it had been pointed out that paragraph 6 was balanced, since it mentioned the
three topics that had been considered at the Expert Group Meeting on Violence
against Women, namely, the strengthening of existing procedures for
communications, the appointment of a special thematic rapporteur, and a United
Nations declaration on violence against women.

52. Ms, GONZALEZ MARTINEZ said that the last sentence of paragraph 6 gave the
impression that the Committee was proposing the adoption of a United Nations
declaration on violence against women while in fact that declaration was
mentioned in the report of the Expert Group. That sentence should be amended
to reflect more accurately the discussion that had taken place.

53. Ms, CORTI proposed that, in the fourth line of the French text of
paragraph 6, the semicolon should be replaced by a colon.

54, The CHAIRPERSON said that the reason for the problem was that

paragraph 6, which was part of the Committee's observations on the report of
the Expert Group, was separated from paragraph 5. Perhaps it could be
considered as the rest of paragraph 5. In addition, she proposed that the
words "some members of Working Group II" should be replaced by "the Committee".

55. Ms., OESER said that the Committee had before it the report of Working
Group II and were considering the views expressed by that Group. That was the
position of the Group, or at least of some of its members, and the Committee
as a whole was taking note of it. If there was any disagreement on what
Working Group II had done, it should be mentioned in a special paragraph in
the Committee's report, but not in the report of Working Group II.
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56. The CHAIRPERSON said that the purpose of working groups was to assist the
plenary session; once the working group submitted its report, the plenary
session had to adopt it, accept it or amend it, and the views expressed in the
report would become the views of the Committee as a whole. That was the
procedure that was followed in all United Nations bodies; the purpose of a
working group was to help the plenary session reach a decision.

57. Ms. EVATT agreed with the Chairperson that the report of the Working
Group could be amended. She proposed that paragraph 6 should be deleted and
that the words "some members of Working Group II" should be replaced by "the
Committee".

58. Ms. NIKOLAEVA proposed that the words "some members of Working Group II"
should be replaced by "some members of the Committee". Since the declaration
on violence against women had been proposed by the Expert Group, perhaps the

Committee could say: "The proposal of the Expert Group on the preparation of
a United Nations declaration on violence against women was discussed but did

not receive the Committee's support".

59, Ms. LIN Shangzhen proposed that the text should either be left as it was
or that the Committee should accept Ms. Nikolaeva's proposal that the words
"some members of Working Group II" should be replaced by 'some members of the
Committee".

60. Ms. CORTI proposed that the amendment made by Ms. Evatt should be adopted.

61. Ms, LIN Shangzhen proposed that, in the first line of paragraph 6, the
words "“Working Group II" should be replaced by "Committee" or "Group" since,
if the other amendment was adopted, the first sentence of paragraph 6 would
read: "The suggestion concerning the strengthening of the existing procedures
for communications in the Commission on the Status of Women was welcomed”". In
her opinion, that implied that there was a consensus.

62. Ms. NIKOLAEVA supported the proposal made by Ms. Lin Shangzhen. It was
not necessary to spend too much time on the procedures of the Commission,
since the Commission was an independent body and, as such, adopted its own
procedures.

63. The CHAIRPERSON recalled that the Expert Group that had met at Vienna had
requested the Committee to express its views on the report of Working Group II
and that, consequently, the Committee was obliged to express its opinion on
the advisability of adopting a new instrument or optional protocol. She also
recalled that the Commission already had a mechanism on communications, which
had been strengthened in the past two or three years, and there was therefore
no real need for an optional protocol on communications.
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64. Ms. EVATT said that it seemed to her that a consensus had already been
reached on the issue of communications but, if that was not the case, she
proposed that paragraph 6 should be reworded to read:

"The suggestion concerning the strengthening of existing procedures
for communication in the Commission on the Status of Women was welcomed
by some members."

65. The CHAIRPERSON said that Ms. Evatt's proposal seemed appropriate since
it would enable members of the Committee who considered the need for an
optional protocol to continue to discuss that issue. The Committee would
continue its consideration of paragraph 6 at its next meeting, which would be
held at 3 p.m.

The meeting rose at 1 p.m.






