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The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTIES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (agenda item 6) (continued)

Met hods of work

1. The CHAI RPERSON said that the small working group that had met during
the recess had decided that country rapporteurs should, on an experinenta
basis, neet with nenbers of the Committee half an hour before the schedul ed
start of meetings at which country reports were to be considered, in order to
di scuss what key issues would be raised with del egations from State parties.

2. M. Rattray took the Chair.

Initial report of Sri Lanka (E/ 1990/5/Add. 32; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 48;
E/C. 12/ Q@ SRI.1; in-session docunment with no synbol containing the replies of
the Governnent of Sri Lanka to questions raised in the [ist of issues)

3. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the delegation of Sri Lanka took
places at the Committee table.

Priority concerns (continued)

4, M . ADEKUOYE, referring to the issue of discrimination, pointed out that
a question he had asked concerning discrimnation against the Tam| mnority
had not been answered.

5. Ms. JEGARAJASI NGHAM (Sri Lanka), commenting on issues relating to wonen
and children, said that the Constitution of Sri Lanka recogni zed gender
equality as a fundamental right. A Mnistry of Wnmen's Affairs had been
established in 1997, and in 1993 the Cabinet had adopted a Wnen's Charter
based on the principles set out in the Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Fornms of Discrimnation against Winen. A National Committee on Wnmen had been
appoi nted and an action plan prepared with a view to incorporating gender
perspectives into policies and programes.

6. The matter of human rights, and in particular children's rights, enjoyed
a high degree of awareness in Sri Lankan society, and incidents of child abuse
and prostitution were widely publicized. As in npost devel opi ng countries,
children were sonetines conpelled for econom c reasons to seek enpl oynent, and
were consequently vul nerable to abuse and exploitation. Although child
prostitution was attributable to the economic situation, it was also rel ated
to the recent rise in tourism which had adversely affected the val ue system
of Sri Lankan society.

7. Sri Lanka had enacted a Children's Charter, which was based on the
principles contained in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and had
appointed a national commttee to nonitor its inplenentation. Furthernore, a
presi dential conmttee had been appointed to address the prevention of child
abuse, and | egislation was being enacted to establish a child protection
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authority. The Mnistry of Social Services was handling the matter of the
rehabilitati on of sexually-abused children, which included training
speci alists and establishing a nodel rehabilitation centre.

8. The police departnent had opened separate units to deal with crines
agai nst wonen and children, and an energency help line had been set up to
receive conmplaints. In addition, a special unit of the Attorney-Ceneral's

O fice was responsible for assisting with the prosecution of child abuse
cases. The Departnent of Probation and Child Care Services, the Mnistry of
Educati on and the Tourist Board were working together to inplenment public
awar eness programres to conbat child prostitution, and grow ng nunbers of
cases were being reported to the police.

9. Sri Lanka was in the process of amending its child |abour legislation to
bring it into conformity with International Labour O fice (ILO standards, and
nmeasures had been taken to conduct an analysis of the incidence of child

| abour, to enhance the enforcenent of child | abour |egislation, and to
strengthen organi zati ons and entities working to conbat child | abour

10. The Nati onal Dangerous Drugs Control Board, set up in 1984, had

formul ated a national policy for the prevention and control of drug abuse.

In 1997, a presidential task force had devised a national policy and programrme
of action on al cohol and tobacco, which would prepare |legislation to establish
a national authority whose tasks would include nonitoring and health

pronoti on.

11. Finally, the draft new Constitution would further expand the fundanenta
ri ghts of wonen and chil dren.

12. M. SADI said he was alarnmed by the plight of the hundreds of thousands
of Sri Lankan wonen worki ng abroad as domestic servants, nmany of whom were
treated as virtual slaves. That situation indeed constituted a dramatic
violation of the right to just and favourable conditions of work. He wondered
whet her the Governnment understood the inmpact on wonen of being deprived of
their children for years at a time, and the inpact on children of grow ng up
wi thout their nmothers. It would be useful to know whether the Governnment had
undertaken neasures to assess or investigate that situation. Despite reports
in the press, the Governnent had failed to take action

13. The State party had stated that it attributed the increase in child
prostitution to a rise in tourism and that it had envisaged |egislative
refornms to renedy that problem A nmere |egal reformwas not sufficient:

Sri Lanka shoul d descri be what neasures, if any, it had taken to arrest and
prosecute tourists who lured children into prostitution and Sri Lankan

nati onals who assisted themin so doing. It should also supply statistica
i nformati on concerning child prostitution and describe any rel evant court
deci si ons.

14. M. TEXIER said that, inits witten reply to question 17 on the |ist of
i ssues, Sri Lanka described draft |egislation which envisaged raising the

m ni mum wor ki ng age for children to 15. Although I egislation alone could in
no way be considered sufficient, the Governnment shoul d describe what steps it
was taking to hasten the adoption of that reform Crucially, wthout free,
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compul sory education for all Sri Lankans, children would continue to work
Sri Lanka shoul d consider the devel opment of a conprehensive strategy for the
eradi cation of child I abour

15. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO sai d that although she welconed the replies to
guestion 18 on the list of issues, it would be useful to know what concrete
nmeasures the Government had taken to eradicate viol ence agai nst wonen.

Sri Lanka shoul d describe the nature and content of the |aw concerning

vi ol ence agai nst wonen, what court decisions had resulted therefrom what
sanctions were taken agai nst nen who practised viol ence agai nst wonen both
i nside and outside the hone, and how police officers and judges conducted

t hemsel ves in such cases. Finally, was violence agai nst wonen generally
consi dered normal behaviour, or was it deenmed unacceptabl e?

16. M. AHMED said that, although arned conflict admittedly affected al
aspects of life, children were confronting especially severe problens in

Sri Lanka. According to the United Nations Devel opnment Progranme (UNDP),

22 per cent of the population, or 4 million persons, were living in poverty.
The Committee on the Rights of the Child had expressed deep concern about the
high levels of malnutrition: the fact that 23 per cent of children were born
with low birth weight naturally nmeant that the adult popul ati on was al so
suffering froma |lack of food.

17. The Committee on the Rights of the Child was al so disturbed by the

great numnber of Sri Lankan wonmen who were working abroad, |eaving

bet ween 200 and 300, 000 children in vul nerable and difficult circunstances.
The United States Departnment of State had reported that nore than

20,600 children were fully enployed. Thousands nore were working as domestic
servants, and were subject to various kinds of abuse; sonme had apparently been
starved, beaten, sexually abused, and sold into prostitution. 1In the view of
the Committee, neasures had to be taken to strengthen | abour inspectorates,
especially with regard to children, and to conbat forced | abour by children
and child servitude. What plans, if any, did the Government have to eradicate
the dire problems affecting the lives of Sri Lankan children?

18. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO i nquired what steps the Sri Lankan Gover nnment
was taking to conbat suicide anbng young peopl e.

19. Ms. WJIEWARDENA (Sri Lanka) said that |arge nunbers of wonen were
working in the Mddle East; their problens, and those of their famlies, were
i ndeed of significant concern to the Government. Those wonen neverthel ess
made that choice of their owm free will, in order to inprove the econom ¢ and
social status of their famlies; they had the right to travel where they

wi shed and to work as they wi shed. The responsibility for ensuring their
wel | -being fell both to the Sri Lankan Governnent and to the authorities of
the host countries. For its part, Sri Lanka had nade efforts to broach the
matter of women migrant workers at the international level. It had, noreover,
ratified the International Convention on the Rights of All Mgrant Wrkers and
their Fam lies; that instrument was not yet in force. The Government woul d
provide nore detailed information at the next neeting.
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20. Ms. JEGARAJASI NGHAM (Sri Lanka) said that various Mnistries were
wor ki ng together to assist the famlies of wonen migrant workers, and to raise
soci al awareness about their plight. Care was being provided to the children
of wonen m grant workers through the provincial social services.

21. Wth regard to the matter of donestic viol ence agai nst wonmen, a police
desk had been set up; conplaints had been received and actions taken
Rel evant progranmmes had al so been | aunched to i nformwonmen of their rights.

22. The Governnent was aware that |egislative and policy decisions were not
sufficient, and that programes needed to be | aunched to inplenent themon a
practical |evel.

23. M. MALI YADDE (Sri Lanka) said that both Governnent agencies and

non- gover nment al organi zati ons (NGOs) were inplenenting programes to combat
mal nutrition, especially anong children. The problem traditionally, had been
a lack of coordination. The CGovernnent had recently appointed a Nationa
Nutrition Board, which was expected to report to the Cabinet of Mnisters
every three nonths. The Board had net and set out a tine-frame for the
establishment of a national nutrition progranme.

24. Mal nutrition was indeed a problem of great magnitude in Sri Lanka. It
was difficult to conbat because the common synptonms of malnutrition, such as
stunted gromh and swollen bellies, were nistaken as normal characteristics of
children. Measures had been taken to nonitor child growh, to assist pregnant
and lactating nothers, and to introduce the subject of nutrition into schoo
curricul a.

25. Ms. PERERA (Sri Lanka) said that |egislation was indeed not sufficient
to combat child prostitution. Recent anendnents to the Penal Code had

i ntroduced a nunber of additional child-related crinmes and had established
penalties for the purpose of deterrence. Sri Lankan nationals had been
convi cted and prosecutions agai nst others were pending; foreigners had been
arrested and deported. Furthernore, investigations had been undertaken to
uncover cases of paedophili a.

26. Child labour legislation was in the process of revision; she agreed that
conpl ementary practical neasures had to be taken. The del egati on woul d
provide nore detailed information at the next neeting.

27. A presidential task force, established to address the probl em of
sui ci de, had devel oped a series of recommendations, including a plan for
| egislative reform and an action plan for the provision of counselling
services to persons with suicidal tendencies. Further details would be
provi ded at the next neeting.

28. Sri Lanka was working with foreign CGovernnents to conbat child
prostitution and the traffic in children. The Governments of Switzerland and
the Netherlands had sent special investigation teans to Sri Lanka to record
evi dence, so as to facilitate the prosecution of offenders at hone.
Furthernmore, both the Bel gian and the Swiss Governnents were working with

Sri Lanka on devel opi ng progranmes to protect children against foreign
paedophiles. As part of the canpaign against child abuse, the Tourist Board
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and the Inmgration Departnent planned to publish warnings agai nst such
activities in their notices and bulletins. Finally, a teamof detectives from
Scotl and Yard had in 1997 conducted a training course on nethods of dealing

wi th cases of child abuse, which enphasized ensuring the welfare of the
victim prosecuting the offender, and sending a clear nessage to potentia
abusers that such behavi our was not acceptable and woul d not be tolerated.

29. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN, referring to the reply given earlier to question 20
on the list of issues, remarked that the del egation had failed to suggest any
reason for the very high incidence of suicide in Sri Lanka. Wre efforts
being made to sensitize the nmedia in that respect?

30. M . ADEKUOYE, also referring to the problem of suicide, wondered whet her
i ndebt edness m ght not be a cause, especially anong farners.

31. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nmenber of the Committee, referred to the
i ssue of donestic violence (question 18) and asked whet her Sri Lankan

| egi sl ati on was gender-neutral in that regard. |In other words, were the same
standards applied to nen and to wonen? Referring to question 15 concerning

t he problem of H V/ AIDS, he noted that Sri Lanka was rated as a | ow preval ence
country so far as the epidem ¢ was concerned and asked whet her any stigma
attached to the disease in the mind of the public. Referring to question 21
concerning inheritance, he asked whet her the Governnent was proposing to anmend
the | aws under which children born out of wedlock had no right to share in the
intestate estate of the father

32. M. GRISSA said that he wished to reiterate a question he had asked at

t he previous neeting which had remai ned unanswered. |t concerned the equality
of opportunities for enploynment as between ethnic groups. The Sri Lankan

del egation clainmed that the principle of national ethnic quotas was being
effectively applied, at least in the State sector, but information received
from NGOs suggested that Tamils and Muslins in fact accounted for a

di sproportionately small part of the work force. |In that connection, he asked
how, in practice, Indian Tam|Is and “up-country Tam | s” were distinguished
fromTam |s in general

33. M. MALI YADDE (Sri Lanka) said that since 1990 the private sector had

di spl aced the public sector as the country's main enployer. In neither area
was there any discrimnation as to enploynent opportunities on ethnic grounds.
Replying to a further question by M. CRISSA he said that the Governnent was
fully aware of the need to provide devel opnent aid to individual regions and
had | aunched an accel erated programe of action in that regard.

Unfortunately, people were reluctant to take up enployment opportunities in
the north of the country because of the situation in that area.

34. Ms. PERERA, replying to questions on the subject of suicide, said that

i ndebt edness was not a wi despread cause for suicide, at |east anong young
people. Replying to the question raised concerning the right of children born
out of wedlock to inherit fromthe father, she said that the Government was

| ooking at the existing inheritance lawwith a viewto reformng it in that
respect. Either parent was free to | eave property to a child, whether

| egitimate or not.
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35. M. MALI YADDE (Sri Lanka), replying to questions 22, 23 and 24, said
that the introduction of a free-nmarket econonmy had offered opportunities for
sel f-enpl oyment as a nmeans of augnmenting individual incomes in addition to
wages. The Constitution recognized the right to formand join trade unions
and the Trade Uni on Ordi nance acknow edged the pronotion, organization or
financing of strikes or |ock-outs as one of a trade union's legitimte
objectives. Referring to the question of social security, he said that
considering the vast array of social security schemes available in Sri Lanka,
it was difficult to identify any groups that were left out. The schenes

i ncl uded the Sanurdhi inconme suppl ement progranme, non-contributory pension
schenes, provident funds, contributory pension schenes, public assistance
schenmes for disabled and elderly persons without an incone, an infant mlk
food subsidy, a student welfare schenme, free health care for the entire
popul ati on, free education, including university education, for all and free
transport for disabled defence personnel

36. M. TEXIER asked for elucidation of the statenent in paragraph 126 of
the report (E/ 1990/5/Add.32) to the effect that the right to formand join a
trade union could be restricted in the interests of national security, public
order, racial and religious harnony, and national econony. Referring to

par agraph 122 of the report, he remarked that the problem of restrictions on
trade unions in free trade zones arose in nmany devel opi ng countries and even
in sonme devel oped ones. It was unfortunately a fact that enterprises in free
trade zones often refused to tolerate trade unions and that investors from
abroad took advantage of that situation. He also requested the Sri Lankan
del egation to expand upon the statenent contained in paragraph 133 of the
report that a strike was “not illegal” in Sri Lanka unless it was in violation
of the Public Security Odinance, the Industrial Disputes Act or the Essentia
Public Services Act.

37. M. CEAUSU said that, like the previous speaker, he was at a loss to
understand how the right to formor join a trade union could be contingent
upon the interests of racial or religious harnony. Referring to paragraph 105
on occupational health and safety, he asked for information concerning the
frequency of inspections, the powers of inspectors, the frequency of work
accidents, and neasures taken by inspectors over a period of tine. Referring
to paragraph 179 of the report, he noted that the Wrknmen's Conpensati on

Ordi nance was not applicable to persons whose wages exceeded Rs. 500 and asked
whet her such conpensati on as was payable was paid as a |unp sum or nonthly,
and what authority decided upon the anmount of conpensation to be paid.

38. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO noted that the report gave details of social
security arrangenents for workers in the governnent sector and, to sone
extent, in the agricultural sector but not for the workforce as a whole. In
ot her countries, social security was obligatory in all enploynment sectors and
particularly in industry, where it was often a survival issue.

39. M . ADEKUOYE, noting that, according to paragraph 93 of the report,
approximately 60 per cent of the total enployed popul ati on was covered by
wages boards, asked what happened to workers in the industries listed in

par agraph 96 as not covered by wages boards. Wile recognizing that the

Samur dhi i ncome suppl enent programe was wi dely accepted in the country, he
said that he had heard criticisns regarding the programre’'s inmplenmentation and
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had received the inpression that the Tam |s were being sonmewhat negl ected.
Detail ed coments by the del egation on that point woul d be appreciated.

40. M. WMER asked for information about the status of mgrant workers in
Sri Lanka. In what sectors were they principally enployed? Wre there any
col l ective bargaining arrangenents in their respect, and did they have access
to tribunals or other bodies in the event of violation of their rights?

41. The CHAI RPERSON, speaking as a nenmber of the Committee, noted that,
subject to certain restrictions, strikes were “not illegal” in Sri Lanka
(para. 133) and asked whether taking part in a strike could be regarded as a
breach of enploynment. Was the enployer entitled to dism ss a striker on such
grounds?

42. Ms. JEGARAJASI NGHAM (Sri Lanka) said that, as stated in the report,
workers in the public and private sectors had both pension and Enpl oynent
Trust Fund (ETF) schenes. Farnmers who contributed and enrolled would al so
recei ve pensions, and fishernen would receive social security under the
fishermen's schene. Pensions and social security benefits had al so been

i ntroduced for the self-enployed. The schenmes in operation covered al nost the
entire popul ation and reached all target groups. Statistics would be provided
in due course

43. M. MALI YADDE (Sri Lanka), responding further to questions 25 and 26 of
the Iist of issues, said that there were no forced evictions to facilitate
urban devel opnent. The Governnent had two types of progranme invol ving
rehousi ng, one for the inprovenent of housing and sanitary facilities for
those living in urban slum areas, and the other requiring land for urban
devel opnent. In the forner, either existing |locations were inproved or the

i nhabitants were rel ocated, whereas in the latter, inhabitants were given
alternative housing, following a process of dial ogue between the urban

devel opnent authorities and the people concerned. Relocation was al ways

vol untary.

44. In the case of illegal settlenents on governnment |and, the Governnent
could either regularize and upgrade the housing facilities in question, as it
had done in the past, or it could relocate or rehouse the persons concerned.

45. M. WMER said that he could not accept that there were no forced
evictions in Sri Lanka. Any resettlenment or relocation decided by a State or
a court anpbunted to a forced eviction, because the people did not |eave their
homes of their own volition

46. Ms. PERERA (Sri Lanka) said that, under existing |egislation, the
Government coul d take over any premi ses which it nmight need for public

pur poses, once the necessary notices were served and inquiries made. It could
not take over property arbitrarily. Wile such eviction m ght be described as
involuntary, it was carried out within the franework of the | aw and
conpensati on was paid.

47. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN said that the Committee had received information from
an NGO to the effect that, under the Prevention of Terrorism Act No. 48 and
t he Enmergency Regul ations, property could be forfeited, in addition to other
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puni shments such as inprisonnment or fines, in cases where persons were
convicted of certain offences. A conviction of conspiracy to overthrow the
Governnent, for exanmple, could, under the Emergency Regul ations, be punishable
by death or rigorous inprisonnent and the forfeiture of all property, the
|atter decision falling within the mandate of the Inspector Ceneral of the
Pol i ce.

48. According to the sane NGO report, the Crimnal Detective Bureau of the
police had, in July 1996 in Col onbo, unlawfully bull dozed and denolished the
dwelling of a woman and with it all her househol d goods and val uabl es.

On 21 March 1997 the police had tried to bull doze anot her house but had been
prevent ed by nei ghbours. The del egati on was requested to comment on all three
i ssues.

49. Ms. PERERA (Sri Lanka) replied that provisions simlar to those of the
Prevention of Terrorism Act and the Energency Regul ati ons existed in nornma
crimnal law, making forfeiture of property an accepted and legitimte

puni shment for certain offences. The del egation had no information on the
cases of denolition cited and was therefore unable to comment. It would
nevert hel ess endeavour to obtain information in tinme for the Conmttee' s next
nmeeti ng.

50. M. CRISSA asked what criminal offences carried a penalty of denolition
of property.

51. Ms. PERERA replied that it was confiscation not denolition of property
that m ght be a penalty for certain offences. The del egati on knew not hi ng
about the cases of demplition referred to and could not say whether or not a
court order had been invol ved.

52. The CHAI RPERSON wonder ed whether the Sri Lankan courts could order the
forfeiture or confiscation of assets in addition to other punishnent for drugs
of fences, as was the case in many jurisdictions.

53. M. AHMED said that the thousands of Sri Lankans whose honmes had been
denol i shed in the arned conflict forned another category of forced evictions.
The problem was particularly serious since the mgjority of those concerned
were innocent victinms who had not been able to find alternative shelter. A
book entitled “Conflict and Di splacenent in Sri Lanka in 1997” described, on
page 23, the lack of shelter and material for the construction of shelters as
a maj or problem Over 67,000 people were said to be living in abysma
conditions in converted public buildings or tents, while nakeshift shelters
put up on | and which had been cleared did |little nore than keep out the sun

54. Ms. WJIEWARDENA (Sri Lanka) explained that the conflict in the north and
east had arisen as a result of grievances on the part of the Tam | community
relating to enploynent, |anguage rights and devel opnent. Those issues had
been di scussed within a denocratic parlianmentary framework by representatives
of the Tam | comunities and by national parties whose nenbers conprised Tam |
representatives. Consensus had been reached on certain mnority rights issues
and efforts had continued within a denocratic parlianmentary framework with a
view to achieving a negotiated political settlement. The Tam | people were
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not represented by terrorist groups such as the Liberation Tigers of Taml
Eel am (LTTE), which had rejected all the Governnment's attenpts to di al ogue,
and preferred to use violence as a neans of creating a separate State. The
Tam | people's rejection of the LTTE' s activities and programre of viol ence
had been clearly denonstrated during the recent election in the Jaffna

Peni nsul a of civilian representatives.

55. Agai nst that background, although the conflict in the north and east
undeni ably affected economic, social and cultural rights as defined in the
Covenant, the Governnent was taking every possible nmeasure to achieve a
long-termpolitical solution, an inmedi ate humanitarian solution, a
reconstruction/rehabilitation solution and a conpensation solution, with the
assi stance of a large nunber of international organizations and national and
i nternational NGOs, all of which would testify to the Government's trenmendous
efforts and financial outlay. It was certainly not the Governnent's w sh to
prol ong the conflict.

56. The provision of shelter for displaced persons was being addressed as
part of the larger programme. Statistics could be provided later if the
Conmittee so w shed.

57. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN said that the Committee had not insinuated that the
Sri Lankan Government wanted the conflict to continue. Its questions and
conmments were intended to elicit information which had not been provided in
the report or witten replies. The Commttee wi shed to know what the probl ens
and difficulties were.

58. Ms. WJIEWARDENA (Sri Lanka) said that those who had prepared the report
had been uncertain as to how nuch detail should be included on politica

i ssues. The del egation would now do its best to reply to the Committee's
guestions in a conprehensive manner

59. M. GRISSA said that the Sri Lankan Governnent woul d be judged on the
basis of its handling of events in the north and east. It had a
responsibility to educate the people there, and to ensure that they were
protected and housed. Failure to carry out its responsibilities in respect of
the peopl e's econonic, social and cultural rights would provide justification
for arnmed conflict.

60. Ms. WJIEWARDENA (Sri Lanka) said that it was because of her Government's
great concern for the welfare of Sri Lankans throughout the country,
particularly those affected by the arned conflict, that it had, at trenmendous
cost for a devel oping country, sought w de-ranging assistance fromthe

i nternational comunity. There was nothing in its report or replies to

i ndicate that the care of displaced persons in particular was not a matter of
the highest priority. Every effort was being nmade to keep the programe

goi ng.

61. M. CRISSA asked why none of the districts of the north and east shown
on the map issued by the Secretariat had been included in table 9 on page 50
of the report (E/ 1990/5/Add. 32) showi ng the preval ence of undernutrition. The
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fact that the preval ence of stunting was low in areas with a high proportion
of Sinhal ese was proof in itself that the Sinhalese were better treated and
provi ded for than other ethnic groups.

62. Ms. WJIEWARDENA (Sri Lanka) said that the ongoing conflict made it very
difficult to conduct surveys in the north and east; hence statistics relating
to those areas had not been included in the table. |If the del egation could
see a copy of the Secretariat's map it would do its best to answer the
guestion concerning the districts. Wen a nmenber suggested that it was far
easi er to conduct health surveys than to hold elections, she replied that

el ections had been held only recently in the Jaffna Peninsula, after it had
been cl eared of the LTTE. The Governnment was making every effort to rebuild
denocratic institutions in that area to ensure that the people could vote,
move around freely and enjoy their rights generally. However, it could not
conduct valid or substantial surveys in areas where LTTE activities continued
and from whi ch people had been forced to flee.

63. M. PILLAY wondered whet her the del egati on woul d agree that the problens
of the displaced and of honel essness and forced evictions were being
conmpounded by the significant decline in the nunber of new hones built. The
Governnment did not appear to be doing as much as it mght in that area

64. The CHAI RPERSON said that the del egation would reply to that question at
the Conmttee's next neeting.

O her matters

65. The CHAIRPERSON invited the Commttee to take up part Il of the list of
i ssues, Oher matters. The understandi ng had been that witten answers woul d
not be provided. |Instead, the questions |listed and others asked in the course

of the neeting would be answered orally by the del egation.

66. M. GRISSA, speaking on a point of order, noted that the general topics
rai sed in questions 27 to 31 had already been largely dealt with. As tinme was
pressing, he suggested that the Commttee should take up questions 32 onwards,
which related to specific rights provided for in the Covenant.

67. The CHAI RPERSON said that, as he heard no objection, he would take it
that the Commttee agreed to take up first the nmatters relating to article 6,
the right to work. He would start by asking for any additional questions in
t hat connection and the del egati on would then have an opportunity to respond.
The sane procedure would be followed in respect of ensuing articles.

Article 6

68. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked which sectors of the popul ati on were nost
af fected by unenpl oynent. She was particularly interested in the rate of
unenpl oyment anong young peopl e.

69. M. CRISSA said that he would |ike an explanation of the different
sectors of the Sri Lankan economy. He noted that the public sector was
apparently divided into three parts, estates, public services proper and State
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enterprises. Enploynent in the public sector was still very high and in fact,
as shown in table 2 of the report, seenmed to have increased by some 36, 000
bet ween 1993 and 1994.

70. M. MALI YADDE (Sri Lanka) said that youth unenploynment was a serious
problemin Sri Lanka. It had been exacerbated by the expansion of free
education and the introduction of the nother tongue into the educationa
system As a result, large nunbers of young people were graduating from
school s and universities hoping to find jobs in the public sector. Unwlling
to return to the land, they | ooked first to the public sector for enploynent,
and only secondly to wage enploynent in the private sector. Unfortunately,
enpl oynment opportunities, were not expanding at the sane rate.

71. The Governnent had introduced schemes encouragi ng and assisting the
private sector to set up programmes for training and enpl oyi ng educated
youths. A schene had been introduced in 1997 whereby the private sector would
offer 12 to 18 nonths of training, to be followed as far as possible by a job.
The Government paid subsistence all owances to the young people during the
training period. The Government was al so pronoting economic activities in
rural areas outside the Western Province. |Its efforts included encouragenent
for small and nediumsized enterprises as well as assistance to the

sel f-enpl oyed. Several bank | oan schenmes had been introduced by the
Governnent, offering financial assistance at concessional rates for the
start-up of small enterprises. |In that connection, the Governnent was al so
providing training, information and assistance with marketing. Efforts were
bei ng made to pronote investnent in those regions through the sub-contracting
of enterprises already operating there, all with a view to expanding the
opportunities avail able for young people in the private sector

72. On the figures for public sector enploynment, he said that the public
sector was definitely contracting, even though the introduction of the

provi nci al council system had neant a tenporary increase in recruitnent. In
t he areas outside Col onbo, there had been an expanded intake in the
secretarial and technical categories. He enphasized, however, that the

nati onal economy could no | onger depend on the public sector to provide

enpl oynent .

73. The CHAI RPERSON sai d that commercial opportunities did not seemto be

expandi ng at the sane rate as the educated | abour force. Wile it was true

that government could not provide for all, it had a duty nevertheless to see
that all were provided for. He asked whether the Sri Lankan Covernnent was

determined not to involve itself in the conduct of the econony at all costs,
even if the chall enge was not being net el sewhere.

74. M. MALI YADDE (Sri Lanka) said that the Governnment was not trying to
shirk the responsibility of providing enploynment. However, it could no | onger
be the country's |argest enployer. Instead, it was playing a facilitating
role, especially in the area of banking, with a view to creating opportunities
in the private sector. At the same tine, it was spending |arge sums, as wel
as foregoing income fromtaxes, to nmake young people nore enployable. 1In the
past, programmes to provide enpl oynent for graduates had sinply resulted in
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their absorption into the public sector before they could becone a politica
problem The Governnment could not continue with an approach whi ch had not
contributed to national productivity.

75. The CHAI RPERSON asked whet her the current policy had actually resulted
i n expandi ng job opportunities.

76. M. MALI YADDE (Sri Lanka) said that an attitudi nal problem existed

Most educat ed young people felt that they aught to have jobs in the public
sector. For reasons of job security, pension schenes and so forth, as well as
| ack of exposure to the private sector, they preferred government service. It
was not easy to convince the private sector that it should absorb them as

trai nees, while at the sane tine convincing unenpl oyed educated young persons
that they should seek enploynment in the private sector

77. M. GRISSA asked for an explanation of the term“estate sector”, used in
par agraph 63 of the report in connection with the fall in unenployment. He

al so asked what effect the slow ng down of population growh in Sri Lanka was
having on the growh of the |abour force, in particular on the participation
rate of wonen in enploynent.

78. M. MALI YADDE (Sri Lanka) said that the estate sector was the plantation
sector. It was treated separately fromthe rural and urban areas because it
had certain special characteristics, in the formof security of enploynment and
ot her advantages. The slowing rate of popul ation growth was indeed exerting
an inpact on the | abour force. The quality of that force was changing and its
aspirations were different. Wereas in the past the grow ng | abour force had
resorted to the Iand, the present generation wanted to find enpl oynment

el sewhere

79. Ms. JEGARAJASI NGHAM (Sri Lanka), in response to question 32 on job
opportunities for persons with disabilities, said that, under the Act on the
Ri ghts of Persons with Disabilities, such persons could not be subjected to
any discrimnation in regard to recruitnment for enploynent or adm ssion to
educational institutions. Oher neasures were also being taken to protect the
rights of the disabled. A National Council for Persons with Disabilities had
been set up under the Mnistry of Social Services. O its 21 menbers, 11 were
from non-governmental organizati ons working with the disabled. Severa
sub-conm ttees of the council had already been established, including one on
standards for the built environment, together with regulations to inplenent

t hose standards, and one on the nmentally ill. A nunber of workshops had been
hel d and the week of 10 to 16 Cctober had been designated national nenta

heal th week.

80. A report was being prepared as a followup to the Wrld Sunmit on Socia
Devel opnent on all aspects of the rights and treatnent of persons with
disabilities in Sri Lanka. A training programre for placenent officers was
about to be instituted with a view to finding enploynent opportunities for

di sabl ed persons. The Departnment of Social Services was already running
vocational training centres in the various regions and it was hoped that the
| at est technol ogy could be incorporated in training by the end of the current
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year. The Government was well aware of the inportance of follow ng up the
| egislation on the rights of the disabled with efforts to encourage a change
of attitude anong the public towards persons with disabilities.

81. M. PILLAY asked whether there were any statistics for the nunmber of
persons disabled as a result of the arnmed conflict and what steps, if any, the
Government was taking to provide themw th assistance.

82. Ms. JEGARAJASI NGHAM (Sri Lanka) said that the |atest figures avail able
froma national survey showed some 4 per cent of the total population to be
mldly or seriously disabled. Because of the conflict, no accurate current
data were available for the north and east of the country, but the estinmate
was that about 10 per cent of the popul ation were disabled. The Mnistry of
Soci al Services was working to provide rehabilitation services in the conflict
area and the parts of the country bordering on it.

83. Ms. JI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked whet her any special job opportunities, for
exanple, in the civil service or in large firns, were set aside for persons
with disabilities, including the nentally retarded.

84. Ms. JEGARAJASI NGHAM (Sri Lanka) said that 3 per cent of enploynent
opportunities were supposed to go to persons with disabilities.

Article 7

85. M. CRISSA referring to the issue of mninumwages, said that it was
stated in the report (para. 91) that 39 wages boards were currently
functioning. Thirty five industries were listed for which those boards
determ ned a m ni num wage. Normally, there were only two types of m ninmum
wage in a country: one for agriculture and one for the industrial and service
sector. He asked how the Governnment could keep track of so many boards and
enforce the mni num wages so deternmi ned. He was anxious to know on the basis
of what criteria those m ni mum wages were determ ned

86. The CHAI RPERSON said that, although it had not been required to do so,
the Sri Lankan del egation had in fact prepared extensive witten responses to
the questions relating to other matters. |In order to save time, the

del egation coul d perhaps respond to the remaining questions by providing a
witten sutmmary, in English only, at the next neeting, thus expediting the
conpl etion of the dial ogue.

87. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN suggested that, at the next neeting, the Comrittee
shoul d proceed at once to the questions that were still outstanding in respect
of its priority concerns, before considering any new witten materi al

88. The CHAI RPERSON confirnmed that the outstanding questions woul d be taken
up first.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




