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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS (agenda item 6)

(a) REPORTS SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES | N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLES 16
AND 17 OF THE COVENANT (conti nued)

Initial report of Azerbaijan (E/ 1990/5/ Add. 30,
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 41/ Rev. 2, E/C. 12/ Q AZE. 1) (conti nued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, M. Gadjiev, M. Ragi nhpv,
M. Khalafov and Ms. Eivazova (Azerbaijan) took places at the Committee
tabl e.

Article 11

2. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO said that, according to a Wrld Bank report,
many civil servants were inposing unofficial taxes on small and medi umsized
enterprises for their own personal profit. She would like to know whether it
was true that such exactions were being made.

3. M. GADJIEV (Azerbaijan), replying to the questions concerning the

i mpl enentation of article 11, said that the econom c situation and,
consequently, the people's standard of living had seriously deteriorated. To
remedy that situation, the Government had undertaken to reform both industry
and agriculture, in particular with the assistance of the Wrld Bank

4, It was true that the black market, which had already existed during the
Soviet era, was relatively devel oped and constituted a source of income for a
si zeabl e part of the popul ation

5. Concerning agriculture, the | aw on the ownership of real estate allowed
citizens to acquire plots of land and to cultivate themas they w shed. They
could therefore consume part of their output and sell the rest on the markets.
The Governnent was furthernore endeavouring to inprove the structure of the
agrarian sector. Sone encouraging results had been recorded, particularly
with regard to cereal production. Fishing in the Caspian Sea al so constituted
a source of inconme for part of the popul ation

6. On the question of the flight of capital, he said it was very difficult
to quantify that phenonenon but the fiscal authorities would obviously have to
redoubl e efforts to renedy the problem

7. Wth regard to housing, he was not aware of any case of forced eviction
The Governnent had enbarked upon the privatization of residential buildings
whi |l e preserving the system of |ow cost housing provided by the State for

di sadvant aged cat egori es of the popul ation

8. M. RAG MOV (Azerbaijan) said that, with the help of the Wrld Bank, the
Governnment had | aunched a progranme to assist in the creation and devel opnent
of small and mediumsized enterprises; it provided, in particular, for a
simplified procedure for such enterprises to be listed in the Business

Regi ster, tax incentives and the granting of |oans at preferential rates.
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9. Wth regard to standards of living, alnost half of the population |ived
bel ow the poverty |ine, which was calculated in relation to the prices of food
products and essential goods and services. Social welfare nmeasures were being
taken to hel p people living bel ow the poverty I|ine.

10. M. GADJIEV (Azerbaijan) said that the country's favourable natural and
climatic conditions and the efforts being made to restructure the agrarian
sector and devel op agricultural production should make it possible to reduce
t he shortage of basic foodstuffs and inprove their quality.

11. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN sai d that she woul d appreciate sonme informati on about
the situation in the refugee canps and about the steps being taken by the
Governnment to deal with the refugee problem

12. M. TEXI ER asked what neasures were being taken to cope with the housing
shortage and how aid fromthe European Union for small agricultural producers
was bei ng used.

13. M. GADJIEV (Azerbaijan) said that the refugee problem could be resolved
very sinply if the occupied territories fromwhich the persons concerned had
been driven were |iberated. The refugees were currently living either in
retirement hones, rest hones or holiday centres and sanatoriunms, nostly

| ocated near the Caspian Sea, or else in tent villages. The State paid each
refugee a nonthly allowance enabling himto neet his essential needs. Sone
items were distributed free of charge, especially clothing and vouchers for
transportation. Refugee children were given priority for adm ssion to

i nstitutions of higher education, where they were taught free of charge. New
j obs were al so being created for refugees. 1In addition to aid fromthe State
and international humanitarian assistance, donations were nmade by

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons (NGOs) and national charities.

14. M. GRISSA suggested that enphasis should be placed not on the politica
causes of the refugee problem but on humanitarian nmeasures to deal with it.

15. M. SADI said that, for his part, he would like to know what stage had
been reached in the peace process. It had to be acknow edged that the
conflict was at the origin of many of the economc, social and cultura

probl ems bei ng experienced by Azerbaijan.

16. M. GADJIEV (Azerbaijan) said it was difficult to understand the
consequences of a problemw thout knowi ng the causes. In any event,
negoti ati ons were under way, within the framework of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), to settle the conflict. Various
proposal s had been nade, nanely the |iberation of the occupied territories and
then the setting of the conditions for Nagorny Karabakh autonony, as well as
measures to provide for the security of the region's inhabitants. The
Government had accepted those proposal s and hoped that the negotiations would
soon be crowned with success. Sone progress appeared to have been made
recently insofar as the position of Arnenia was concerned.

17. Concerning the 2 mllion refugees, it was true that despite the
Governnent's efforts and international humanitarian assistance, their |iving
conditions were poor, particularly in health and nmedical ternmns.
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18. Wth regard to housing, the Governnment was currently drawi ng up a home
owner shi p programme. Despite the economc difficulties, sone housing had been
built, including dwellings for disabled persons.

19. M. RAG MOV (Azerbaijan) said that the Act concerning agrarian reform
had been passed by the Parlianment and a conmm ssion charged with its

i npl enent ati on had been set up. Wth the funds allocated by various

organi zations, 6 pilot farns had been created and a further 25 were soon to be
established. The experience gained fromthose farms would be very useful for
the privatization of other agricultural undertakings.

Article 12

20. M. SADI asked what steps the Governnent was intending to take to remedy
the situation concerning drinking water and the environnment. Judging from

par agr aphs 156, 163 and 164 of the report, that situation was extrenely

di sturbing.

21. M. RIEDEL, referring to article 12, paragraph 2 (a), of the Covenant,
said he would |i ke to know what steps were being taken by the Governnent to
reduce the stillbirth and infant nortality rates, to ensure children's healthy
devel opnent and to increase the nunbers of paediatricians and gynaecol ogi sts,
whi ch, according to paragraph 160 of the report, were very insufficient.

22. M . ADEKUOYE requested details about psychiatric care and about the
measures being taken to prevent an increased incidence of tubercul osis anong
chi | dren.

23. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN sai d that, according to information provided by one
NGO, wonen could give birth in hospital only if they were froma well-to-do
background and could afford to pay for the service. That was contrary to the
principle of free nedical care, as referred to in paragraph 154 of the report.

24. According to another NGO, the lack of psychiatric institutions nmeant
that some nentally ill persons were kept in the sanme cells as comrmn
crimnals. Lastly, she would |ike to know what steps were being taken to help
refugee children who had psychol ogi cal problens.

25. M. GRISSA said that, according to some reports, the water was not

al ways drinkable or the air breathable in the Baku region. Was the Governnent
of Azerbaijan intending to devote sone of its oil revenues to environnenta
protection and, nore generally, to what was termed “non-productive”
activities?

26. M. PILLAY, supported by M. TEXIER and Ms. JlI MENEZ BUTRAGUENO, asked
whet her Azerbaijan was planning to inplenment a conprehensive national health

policy.

27. Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO, noting the high birth rate and the |arge nunber
of abandoned chil dren, asked whether there was a fam |y planning system

28. M. AHMED said that, according to one NGO report, Parliament had since
April 1997 been considering a public health bill that would institute three
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systems of health care - a federal system a nunicipal systemand a private
system - and that a charge would be made for those services, thus putting an
end to free health care in Azerbaijan. How did matters stand in that regard?

29. M. RATTRAY said he would like to know whet her the problens were so
great that it was inpossible to galvanize the necessary national energies and
will to deal with them and pronote the country's devel opnent.

30. M. GADJIEV (Azerbaijan), replying to the questions relating to health,
said that Azerbaijan had psychiatric hospitals to treat the nentally ill,
speci ali zed schools for nmentally retarded children and institutions financed
and controlled by the State which fully supported children and adults
suffering from problens of that kind. There was also a special progranme to
cater for nentally retarded children using advanced teachi ng net hods.

31. Concerning the reformof the health services, Parlianent had exam ned a
law to protect the health of people living in Azerbaijan. A reformof the
heal th system was under consideration. Wth the help of internationa

organi zations, including the United Nations Children's Fund (UNI CEF), sone
pilot projects were being pursued in one part of the country until the end

of 1997. If the results were satisfactory, the reformwould be extended
countrywide. Parlianent also had before it a bill that would institute a
system of both conpul sory and vol untary nedi cal insurance. However, free
health care would be fully maintained for people with | ow incones. Medica
services were currently free of charge for all and in all parts of the
country. Azerbaijan did lack facilities, but much had been done in recent
years, including the opening of an ophthal nol ogy centre and an oncol ogy centre
in Baku, the building of several maternity hospitals and two centres for the
rehabilitation of disabled persons. Lastly, there were some specialized

i nstitutions which, on the basis of a judicial decision, could admt persons
who had conmitted serious acts but had been found not to be legally
responsi bl e by the courts.

32. There was no fam |y planning in Azerbaijan. The State did not interfere
in the private lives of citizens, who took whatever neasures they felt
appropriate in that regard. The nunber of marriages had fallen by half, but
very few children were born out of wedl ock or abandoned. That was to be
expl ai ned by the traditions prevailing in Azerbaijan. The Covernnent did not,
therefore, have to regulate the birth rate.

33. The country's oil revenues would be partly reinvested in the oi
i ndustry and also partly directed towards the health sector, environmenta
protection, social welfare and education

34. The Labour Code dealt with various aspects of the question of |abour
protection. Parliament had passed an act which ained to i nprove worKking
conditions, as well as health and safety at work, and provided for sanctions
to be taken against enployers in breach of the legislation. There were also
laws to protect the family and the victimin cases of accidents at work, death
or disablenent. The nunber of industrial accidents had fallen from 433

in 1994 to 200 in 1995 and only 180 in 1996. |In 1997, a presidential decree
had set up a special national |abour inspectorate with regi onal agencies

t hroughout Azerbaijan. That service was responsible for ensuring conpliance
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with the |abour |egislation, particularly concerning safety neasures and
wor ki ng conditions. Sone inspectors were also provided by the trade unions.

35. Ms. BONOAN- DANDAN said it was not enough nerely to affirmthat health
care was free when there were reports of practices akin to corruption
especially in such sensitive areas as public health and particularly of
reproductive health, where one of a worman's fundanental rights was concerned
When informed of such reports, a State was duty-bound to investigate them

36. M. GADJIEV (Azerbaijan) replied that attention nust, of course, be
given to the matter and that such practices were shameful, although the case
in question had to be an isolated one and not part of a w despread phenonenon.
Doctors offering consultations free of charge were required not to make their
patients pay for the services they provided. Concerning reproductive health,
there were maternity clinics throughout the country, and any woman coul d give
birth at home with the help of a qualified practitioner. Even the renptest
areas had inmedi ate access by air to every kind of service.

Articles 13 and 14

37. M. SADI said that education appeared to be a high priority in
Azerbaijan. According to the Education Act, as referred to in paragraph 166
of the report, it was “of strategic inportance” and the educational system was
“built on national foundations and universal human val ues”. However,
according to informati on from one credi ble NGO, the education sector was in
conplete disarray. The Mnistry of Education was said no longer to be able to
exercise sufficient control over the educational system Teachers' salaries
were reportedly anong the |l owest in any sector. As part of the former USSR
Azer bai jan had been known for the quality of its teaching and its educationa
achi evenents, and it would be regrettable if that were no | onger the case now
the country had becone independent. What was happeni ng? Were further steps
bei ng considered to renedy the situation?

38. M. ANTANOVICH said it appeared that Azerbaijan ranked first in the
Muslimworld for the quality of its education and the rate of literacy of its
popul ation. It also appeared that the problem of the brain drain experienced
by all the countries of the Commnweal th of |ndependent States was |ess acute
in Azerbaijan. Had Azerbaijan maintained its standards? Wat proportion of
the State budget was devoted to education? How many students were there in

hi gher education, and in what kinds of institutions - private or public? Wat
was the proportion of each type of institution?

39. M. MARCHAN ROMERO noted that, according to paragraph 167 of the report,
citizens were “free to choose their form of education, educationa
establ i shnment and | anguage of instruction” but paragraph 7 of the core
docunent spoke of a “republic of many nationalities”, including Azeris,

Russi ans, Arnmeni ans, Lezgins, Avars, Ukrainians, etc. He would like to know

i n what | anguage teaching was provided, and to what extent citizens were free
to choose the | anguage of instruction they w shed.

40. M. CEVILLE said that the Education Act of 7 Cctober 1992, as nmenti oned
in paragraph 166 of the report, reaffirned the right of all citizens to
education. However, according to the Wirld Bank report on poverty,



expendi tures on education had fallen by
enrolled in schools by 50 per cent.

in general to make education accessible
41. M. WMER inquired about the role
it a kind of lIingua franca?
In what cases were those and ot her
Governnent's policy on | anguages?

42.

famlies was required, to the detrinent

How many Azeri
| anguages used?
instruction provided at the various |evels?
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25 per cent, and the nunmber of pupils

What steps were being taken by the
Governnment to inprove the system and prevent

its continued deterioration, and
to everyone?
pl ayed by the Russian | anguage. Was

and Russi an speakers were there?
I n what | anguage was
What was the Azerbaijan

M. THAPALIA noted that the quality of education appeared to have
declined considerably in recent tine and that a financial

contribution from

of the poorest famlies. It would

appear that the adm nistration was asking for famlies to participate in the

mai nt enance and repair of schools.

Fam lies who could afford it

reportedly

arranged for their children to have private | essons to conpensate for the poor

qual ity of public education

was the Government doing to renmedy the situation?

educati on?

43,
difficulties in the field of education
difficulties? If so,

solutions had been adopted or were being envisaged?

rate and the success rate at each |eve
famly to send a child to school, not
pur chase of textbooks,

44,
Russi an Ot hodox churches,
(paragraph 8 of the core docunent).
religious instruction.
provi ded by private institutions?

He

Wer e

What was the Governnent's attitude in that

45. Referring to paragraph 174 of the
whet her the school systemin Azerbaijan
with all that such a process inplied in
to education for the nost di sadvant aged
also like to know whet her there was any
dependi ng on whether the schoo
46.

Observing that no answer had been

what was the nature of those problens,

in terns of tuition fees,
mai nt enance of the child,

Were the costs borne by the parents al one?

was fee-

How had that state of affairs arisen and what

Was there any human rights

M. ADEKUOYE said that the State party's report nade no reference to

Was Azerbaijan encountering any

and what

What was the drop-out
How nmuch did it cost a

but for the

of educati on?

etc.?

M. GRISSA noted that Azerbaijan now had nore than 200 npsques, 5
3 synagogues,

a Ceorgi an Orthodox church, and so on
woul d i ke to know nore about

Was it

t he public schools non-religious?
regard?

M. RATTRAY said he wondered

in fact, being privatized,
financial ternms and regardi ng access
segnents of the population. He would
difference in the quality of education
payi ng or not.

report,
was not,

given to question 40 in the witten

replies, Ms. JIMENEZ BUTRAGUENO asked how nuch enphasis was placed on human

rights education in Azerbaijan.
Azer bai j ani Republic had not yet
Al
intended to do so. She would also like
situation of women in higher education

Were there as many femal e as nmal e students?

did the universities have contacts with

She was surprised, noreover
ratified the Convention on the Elimnation of
Fornms of Discrimnation against Winen and would |i ke to know whet her

that the

it
to have nore information about the

How many femal e students were there?
Were there women teachers? Al so
t he busi ness worl d?
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47. M. KHALAFQOV (Azerbaijan) said that his country had al ways attached the
hi ghest inportance to education and that, as stated in the report, 15 per cent
of the national budget was devoted to education. Primary and secondary
education was free and therefore accessible to all. The transition froma
totalitarian systemto a market econony system had enabl ed Azerbaijan to
devel op private education. Sone private secondary schools and universities
had thus been created. The quality of the teaching was better in higher
educational institutions in the private sector than in those of the public
sector. Alnobst all universities had faculties where teaching was provided in
several | anguages, including not only Russian or Azeri but mnority |anguages.
One should not, however, rely solely on figures taken from NGO reports - such
as those cited by sone nenbers of the Cormittee - to form an opinion of the
situation in the field of education, since those figures m ght not always be
entirely accurate.

48. Speaki ng on behal f of the nenbers of the Commttee, the CHAI RPERSON dr ew
the del egation's attention to the fact that the Commttee made use in its work
of all avail able sources (governnental, non-governmental, press, etc.) to

eval uate the situation in a particular country.

49. M. KHALAFQOV (Azerbaijan) said that he had wi shed to nmake only a brief
observation and assured the Committee nmenbers of his del egation's cooperation
In reply to Ms. Jinenez Butraguefio's question concerni ng Azerbaijan's
accession to the Convention on the Elimnation of All Forns Discrimnation
agai nst Wnen, he said that the Azerbaijani Republic did indeed intend to

i mpl enment the Convention and an initial report prepared in that connection had
al ready been submitted and would be studied in January 1998. Concerning
institutions providing instruction in the | anguages of the national

mnorities, he indicated that, followi ng his country's independence, sone new
public institutions of higher education offering instruction in mnority

| anguages had been opened, particularly in regions where the nmnorities were
nost heavily concentrated. A nunmber of teaching progranmes in Azerbaijan had
al so been devel oped with the assistance of international organizations,

i ncluding the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural Organization
( UNESCO) .

50. Wth regard to the difficulties encountered in the education sector, he
acknow edged that funding was insufficient at all levels. It had not,
therefore, been possible as yet to conplete the reformof the system of higher
education. The selection procedure for admi ssion to such institutions was now
fairer, however, with students being chosen according to their abilities and
academ c performance. The Covernnent was al so pursuing a nore |iberal policy.
Public institutions of higher education now enjoyed greater independence, and
al nrost all the problens at that |evel had been resol ved.

51. Concerning Azerbaijan's policy on | anguages, M. GADJIEV (Azerbaijan)
said that Azeri was the official |anguage and it was used in all educationa
institutions, but a person's free choice of |anguage was entirely respected,
for exanple, in court cases where interpretation services were necessary.
Wth regard to religion, the Constitution of Azerbaijan guaranteed freedom of
worship. As already indicated, the popul ati on of Azerbaijan included people
of various denom nations (Muslins, Christians, Jews). Azerbaijan had,
furthernore, maintained the higher institutions in place before independence.
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52. Replying to M. Wner, Ms. EIVAZOVA (Azerbaijan) said that all
Azerbaijani citizens spoke their nother tongue and, for historical reasons,
nmore than 80 per cent of the popul ation also knew Russian. Azerbaijan had
never considered bilingualismas a negative feature; on the contrary, it was
sonet hi ng of which her country was extrenmely proud. The Government was,
noreover, doing its utnost to nmaintain bilingualism Regarding the status of
wonen, the authorities had preserved the school system established under the
Sovi et regi nme, where school attendance had been compul sory for 10 years, and
the State was providing assistance at all levels of education, fromthe

ki ndergarten to the university. More than 60 per cent of people w th higher
education, about 70 per cent of teachers, approximtely 80 per cent of doctors
and ot her nedical personnel and 15 per cent of nmenbers of Parlianment were
wonen. The only probl em darkening the picture was in the regions hosting
refugees, where nornmal conditions did not exist for the education of either
girls or boys. Indeed, nore generally, refugee wonmen and children renmained in
a very precarious position (lack of food, nedical care, etc.), despite the
Governnent's financial efforts and assistance fromthe internationa
comunity, and the authorities certainly still had nmuch to do in that area.
She reaffirmed that wonmen were not discrimnated against in Azerbaijan; in
that regard, the country prided itself on its past and hoped to have every
reason also to be proud of its record in the future.

53. M. WMER said he had sinply wi shed to have sone nore information about
bilingualismin Azerbaijan and had certainly not been meki ng any val ue
j udgenent on the matter

Article 15

54. M s. BONOAN- DANDAN renmar ked that no answers had been given to
questions 41 and 42 in the witten replies.

55. The CHAI RPERSON noted that the replies contained statistics, but no
comment of any kind on those issues.

56. M. GADJIEV (Azerbaijan), referring to the question of the outfl ow of
the "creative intelligentsia", said that 200 people had left the country -
some of them being soloists, nusicians and teachers, who were currently
wor ki ng abroad - and that the phenonenon seened to be pronpted |argely by

mat eri al needs. Azerbaijan considered it perfectly normal for a relatively
devel oped country feeling the need for “masters” in a particular field to cal
upon persons from other countries. That was one way of contributing to
cultural developnent. As to the inpact of Azerbaijan's economc difficulties
on the publication of books and periodicals, it should be pointed out that the
country printed as many as 700 newspapers, only two of which were State-owned.
All the others were independent publications in which various kinds of

organi zations (parties, non-official novenments, and so on) set out their own
positions. Azerbaijan was neverthel ess having to cope with conplex financia
problems in that area, as well as with a |lack of paper and equi pment. The
State was furthernmore seeking to ensure the devel opnent of culture in general
Some 40, 000 people were engaged in cultural activities. The world' s first
Musl i m opera had been set up in Azerbaijan, and the country was al so

devel oping its own national nusic. The authorities were, in addition
endeavouring to protect the national heritage.
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57. The nmenbers of the “creative intelligentsia” who had I eft the country
were mainly Azeris. Since salaries were very low in Azerbaijan, it was not
unusual for artists to take up invitations fromother countries anxious to
pronmote their own cultural devel opnent. As to the provision of schoo

t ext books, the Governnent of the Russian Federation had donated to Azerbaijan
books published in Mdscow and intended for primary schools. The CGovernnent of
Azer baijan al so produced its own teaching materials, which were supplied to
school s without going through comercial internediaries. The economc
difficulties were, of course, affecting the quality of teaching, but the
country had networks of libraries which functioned in every school and to

whi ch all pupils had access.

58. M. GRISSA said he was surprised to hear that the Government of the

Russi an Federati on had donated school books to Azerbaijan. Unless they dealt
with scientific subjects, they would surely have been produced in the Russian
context and intended for Russian pupils. How had Azerbaijan adapted themto
its own circunstances? Did the two countries have the sane school curricula?

59. M. GADJIEV said that the books were neant for institutions teaching in
Russi an and for pupils who had opted to receive instruction in that |anguage.
Azer bai jan had, noreover, only recently becone i ndependent and its schoo
curriculumwas simlar to the one in the Russian Federation. There was close
cooperati on between the education mnistries of the two countries, involving
exchanges of staff and experience.

60. The CHAI RPERSON said that the Commttee had conpleted its consideration
of the initial report of Azerbaijan. He thanked the del egation for having
participated in the dialogue in a constructive spirit and announced that the
Committee woul d adopt its concluding observations at a | ater neeting.

61. M. GADJIEV thanked the nenbers of the Cormittee for their attention and
patience. |If some of his delegation's replies had caused surprise, that was

| argely because his country had little experience of participating in meetings
at such a level. He recognized that there was still nmuch to be done in
Azerbaijan to inplenent each article of the Covenant, but he assured the
Conmittee that no effort would be spared to that end. |In that regard, the
Government woul d take account of the Comrittee's observations and concl usi ons.
The peopl e of Azerbaijan were convinced that they would succeed in overcom ng
their current difficulties, that peace would be concluded with Arnenia, that
the refugees would return hone and that Azerbaijan would again, |ike the other
countries of the Caucasus, becone a bl essed | and.

The public part of the neeting rose at 5.30 p.m




