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1. The Committee considered the thirteenth and fourteenth periodic reports
of Ukraine (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 14), at its 1256th and 1257th neetings, held on

9 and 10 March, and adopted, at its 1269th neeting, held on 18 March 1998, the
foll owi ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | nt r oduction

2. The Committee wel conmes the thirteenth periodic report subnmitted by the
Gover nment of Ukraine and the revised core docunent (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 63) as
wel |l as the additional information provided by the del egation in response to
t he questions and comments of the nenbers of the Conmttee. However, it is
noted that the report was not prepared in conformty with the Commttee’s
general guidelines for the subm ssion of reports. Equally, it was noted that
the report | acked essential information on the ethnic conposition of the

popul ation. As a result it is nore difficult for the Committee to assess how
t he Convention is inplemented in Ukraine in general
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B. Factors and difficulties inpeding the inplenentation
of the Convention
3. The Committee notes that the State party is passing through an inportant

hi storical period in its existence due to the deep political, econom c and
social reforms it is undertaking. The Conmittee further notes that a |arge
nunber of fornerly deported people are returning to their places of originin
the State party and are seeking enploynment and shelter. Solving these

probl ems puts further strain on resources at the disposal of the Governnent.

C. Positive aspects

4, The Committee notes with satisfaction the State party’s efforts and
policies relating to the protection of national mnorities, especially the
adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of National Mnorities and the
enactnent of the Act on Ukrainian Citizenship, the Act on National Mnorities
in Ukraine, the Education Act and the Act on Freedom of Consci ence and
Rel i gi ous Organi zati ons.

5. The Committee wel cones the State party’ s accession to the Internationa
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on
Econom ¢, Social and Cultural R ghts and the ILO Discrimnation (Enploynent
and Cccupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111). The Conmittee notes with
appreciation the State party’'s intention to ratify the European Franework
Convention for the Protection of National Mnorities as well as the European
Charter on Regional and Mnority Languages.

6. The Committee wel cones the creation of the post of Orbudsman as the

i ndependent human rights representative of the Suprene Council, and the
establ i shment of an interdepartnental conm ssion responsible for nonitoring
and taking preventive action in matters of racismand racial discrimnation

7. The Committee conmends the State party’s efforts ained at the return
resettlement and rehabilitation of a | arge nunber of over 250,000 Crinean
Tartars, as well as persons of other nationalities, who were forcibly deported
to different parts of the fornmer Soviet Union approximtely 50 years ago.

D. Principal subjects of concern

8. Concern is expressed at the fact that many of the Committee’s previous
concl udi ng observations (A/48/18, paras. 42-65) were not taken into

consi deration for the elaboration of Ukraine' s thirteenth report, especially
inregard to the extent to which the Convention is being inplenmented in the
State party (para. 47); lack of information on |egislation enacted to

i mpl enent the punitive provisions of article 4 of the Convention (para. 50);
l ack of information on conplaints and convictions for acts of racia

di scrimnation established under article 66 of Ukraine’s Crimnal Code
(para. 52); and the inadequacy of denopgraphic data on the different ethnic
groups living in the State party.

9. VWhile the Committee takes note of the proposed anendnents to the Act on
National Mnorities in Ukraine, concern is expressed that the State party is
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not fully inplenenting the provisions of article 4 of the Convention and it
has not provided sufficient information on the practical inplenmentation of the
provi sions of article 4.

10. In regard to article 5, paragraphs (a) and (b), of the Convention
concern is expressed about reports of mstreatment by the police of nmenbers of
the Roma popul ation, especially those living in the Transcarpathian regi on

11. The difficulties experienced by menbers of minority groups, including
the Crimean Tatars, who were deported decades earlier and are now returning to
resettle in Ukraine, in acquiring citizenship in the State party is a matter
of concern. The Committee is also concerned about the situation of certain
other mnority groups who do not enjoy all their econom c, social and cultura
rights, notably the right to education

12. It is also regretted that insufficient information was provided on the
i mpl enentation of article 6 of the Convention, notably on the nunber of
conplaints of racial discrimnation and avail able renmedies, as well as the
practice of the tribunals.

E. Suggestions and recommendati ons

13. In light of article 3 of the Convention and General Reconmendation Xl X
the Committee encourages the State party to nonitor all tensions which may
give rise to racial segregation and to work for the eradication of any
negati ve consequences that ensue.

14. The Committee enphasizes that the State party should fully conmply with
its obligations under article 4 of the Convention and that necessary

| egi sl ative nmeasures of a nore conprehensive nature should be taken in order
to give effect to the provisions of that article.

15. In light of article 5 of the Convention and the Conmittee s Cenera
Recommendati on XXI|, paragraphs 2 (c) and (d), the Commttee recomrends that
the State party continue to take all necessary steps to fully restore the
rights of repatriated nenbers of minorities, including the Crimean Tatars,
and to afford them just and adequate reparati on where appropriate. The
Conmittee further recomends that issues relating to the citizenship of the
repatriated nmenbers of minorities, including the Crinean Tatars, be solved as
soon as possible in a just manner. In this regard, and in Iight of

article 5 (d) (iii) of the Convention, the Committee suggests that the State
party consider the possibility of acceding to the international instruments on
st at el essness.

16. In light of article 5 of the Convention and the Conmittee s Cenera
Recomendation X111, the Committee reconmends that the State party revi ew and
i nprove the training of |aw enforcement officials to ensure that in the
performance of their duties they respect as well as protect human dignity and
mai ntai n and uphold the human rights of all w thout distinction as to race,
colour, or national or ethnic origin. The Committee al so enphasizes that the
text of the Convention should be widely publicized so that the judiciary, the
| egal profession, the rel evant governnmental agencies and the general public
are made fully aware of the provisions and the potential of the Convention
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17. The State party is requested to provide detailed informtion on cases of
conpl aints of racial discrimnation brought before the courts and on remedi es
made available to victins of raci smand xenophobia, in accordance wth
article 6 of the Convention. Information is also requested on cases filed by
the Human Ri ghts Onbudsman insofar as they relate to the scope of the
Convention. The Committee recommends that the State party undertake

awar eness-rai si ng canpai gns on the use of judicial renedies against racism

i ncluding the procedure provided for in article 14 of the Convention

18. The Committee reconmends that the State party take all appropriate
measures to ensure education and teaching in the nother tongue of minorities
wher ever possi bl e.

19. The Committee suggests to the State party that the report and these
concl udi ng observations be widely distributed to the public in the various
| anguages of Ukraine. The Committee recommends that the State party’ s next
periodic report, due on 6 April 1998, which nay be of an updating character
address all the points raised in the present concl udi ng observati ons.



