UNITED
NATIONS C R C

N . 1
‘:\9 Convention on the S ERAL
72  Rights of the Child CRC/ O SR 462
28 May 1998

Oiginal: ENG.ISH

COW TTEE ON THE RI GHTS OF THE CHI LD
Ei ght eent h sessi on
SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 462nd MEETI NG

Hel d at the Palais des Nations, Geneva,
on Monday, 25 May 1998, at 3 p.m

Chai rperson: M. RABAH
CONTENTS
CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (conti nued)

Initial report of Fiji (continued)

This record is subject to correction.

Corrections should be submitted in one of the working | anguages. They
shoul d be set forth in a nmenorandum and al so incorporated in a copy of the
record. They should be sent within one week of the date of this docunent to
the Oficial Records Editing Section, roomE. 4108, Palais des Nations, Geneva.

Any corrections to the records of the public nmeetings of the Commttee
at this session will be consolidated in a single corrigendum to be issued
shortly after the end of the session

GE. 98- 16343 (E)



CRC/ C/ SR. 462
page 2

The neeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Initial report of Fiji (continued) (CRC/ C/ 28/Add.7; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 76;
CRC/CQFIJI/])

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the nenbers of the del egation of
Fiji resuned their places at the Conmittee table.

Civil rights and freedons (questions 16 to 18 of the list of issues
(CRC/C/QFIJI/Y1))

2. Ms. KARP, wel com ng the proposed prohibition of corporal punishment,
considered that it called for a change in attitudes, especially within the
famly. In that regard, the Governnent should pass |egislation condemi ng

such behavi our, which conflicted with respect for the dignity of the child,
and conduct publicity canpaigns to dissenm nate the idea of alternative
di sci plinary neasures.

3. Concerned that information on H V-infected children had been | eaked, she
i nqui red what measures were envi saged to ensure confidentiality of persona

i nformati on kept in school records, particularly in the Iight of
conput eri zati on pl ans.

4, Ms. PALME expressed alarmthat children were classified on all official
docunents by their racial identity, despite the inportance of ethnicity for
ownership of native |and and ot her benefits. She inquired whether there were
pl ans to abolish such classification

5. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) said there were currently no neasures for protecting
personal information in school records, nor were there were any i medi ate
plans to abolish racial classification in official docunents, although she
agreed that the question deserved consideration

6. M. FULCI considered the report to be vague on the subject of birth
registration. It nentioned provisions for registration only for native
Fijians, but none for other groups. Registration was inportant for a nunber
of reasons: it was the only formof official recognition of a child's

exi stence and its legal status, and facilitated identification in emergencies,
as well as enabling children to enjoy their other rights. It was vital for
fam |y planning and statistics on infant nortality, a key indicator for
effective survival strategies. As had been stated in a Human Rights Comm ttee
report, the main purpose of the obligation of registration after birth was to
m nimze the risk of abduction and sale of, or traffic in, children, or other
treatment inconpatible with the enjoynent of the rights enshrined in the
Convention. He inquired whether Fijian |law contained a well-publicized
obligation of imediate birth registration, whether such registration was
free, and what mechani sm existed to enforce i medi ate registration of births,
especially those on renpte islands. Ws it facilitated in ternms of access and
| anguage conprehensi on? He al so wi shed to know what steps were taken by the
State in the event that parents failed to conply.
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7. Ms. PALME, returning to the subject of corporal punishnment, inquired
whet her thought had been given to periodic surveys to determ ne parents

reaction to the use of other forms of discipline. Such surveys would raise
awar eness, generate di scussion anpbng parents and encourage themto conform

8. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji), replying to the question concerning registration
said that it was free. |Internal hospital policy on the main island of Fij
required the conputerized registration of births, which were subsequently
notified to the Registrar General. On the renoter islands, registration was
performed manual |y by nurses and the information transmtted to the main
hospital, which then reported it to Registrar General. Parents had 12 nonths
in which to register. Although not nonitored, the systemwas relatively
successful. Indigenous births were simlarly registered, but had to be
entered in the Vola ni Kawa Bul a, the geneal ogical register of Fijian owners
of native |and.

9. VWhile Fiji had not yet set up a followup nmechanismto nonitor the
di sconti nuance of corporal punishnment, it planned to do so, in conpliance with
the recomrendati on nmade in a report on the subject.

10. M. KOOSOV, referring to paragraph 77 of the report concerning
protection of cultural identity, w shed to know whether mere nenbership of a
parti cul ar geographical, ethnic or cultural group constituted a di sadvant age
per se.

11. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) pointed out that certain disadvantages went hand in
hand wi th menmbership of sonme mnority groups in any society. They did not
pose a major problemin Fiji, but where they existed, the groups' identity was
protected under the Constitution

Fam |y environnent and alternative care (questions 19 to 21 of the list of
i ssues)

12. M. FULCI noted that the report announced the existence of the Adoption
of Infants Act and the Intercountry Protocol between Fiji and other

South Pacific countries, but did not say whether they conforned to the

provi sions of the Convention. Since adoption was still the ideal solution for
orphans and was crucial to the best interests of the child, he also took issue
wi th the vagueness of the report, which stated that sone adoptions were
illegal, slipping through the net of private adoptions organi zed through the
Department of Social Wl fare, which only acted on behalf of abandoned chil dren
or at the nother's request, and that the courts did not always observe the
adoption | aws. However, it provided no details about those deficiencies. He
therefore requested nore specific information on that issue.

13. Ms. KARP endorsed M. Fulci's question on the confornmty of adoption
customs with article 20 of the Convention. Noting that adoptions were
organi zed through the Departnent of Social Wl fare or the courts, she wi shed
to know what resources were available to the courts for verifying the
suitability of prospective adoptive parents, and how adoptions within the
country were organi zed to conply with the specific adoption conditions set
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forth in the Convention. Did they fulfil the provisions of the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of
I ntercountry Adoption?

14. She sought confirmation that the country had already formul ated policies
for addressing donestic violence, but |acked the budgetary and human resources
to provide appropriate solutions, such as shelters for, and rehabilitation of,
victinms. She also wished to know the findings of the expert study conducted
by the Office of the Attorney-CGeneral. She asked what steps were being taken
to tackle the problem of lack of resources - and even legislation - for
periodic review of children in institutions.

15. M. FULCI asked whether Fiji had consi dered appointing an onmbudsman or
simlar official for protecting and directly comunicating with children who
suf fered abuse

16. Ms. KARP observed that children could be severely affected by the
courts' failure to enforce nmintenance orders. Gven the difficulty of

nmot hers i n pursuing defaulting spouses, she inquired whether there was a
programe - al ready under way or planned - whereby the national insurance
schenme paid the maintenance and the offenders were |ater obliged to reinburse
the State

17. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) agreed with M. Fulci that adoption had not been
adequately covered in the report, pointing out that the Adoption of Infants
Act was archaic, required extensive anendnment and was difficult to enforce
failing as it did to cover a nunmber of situations, such as illegal and
overseas adoptions. G ven the many adoptions that occurred each year, the Act
was undergoi ng a nmuch-needed review, in conjunction with the current famly
law reform One key neasure for halting illegal adoption was the Department
of Social Welfare's proposals for nore stringent |egislation governing honmes
and institutions. All intercountry adoption, which was confined to

Sout h Pacific countries, was handl ed by the Department of Social Welfare.

Bi | ateral adoption agreenments with Australia and New Zeal and had recently been
concl uded and awai ted the approval of her Government.

18. Replying to the question on conformity with the 1993 Hague Convention
she said that the natter had been exam ned in a paper produced by the Lega
Subconmi ssion of the Coordinating Conmttee on Children and certain
recommendati ons had been made.

19. On the question of domestic violence, the non-governnental organization
(NGO Wonen's Crisis Centre had nade recomrendati ons to the Law Reform

Commi ssion for addressing violence agai nst wonen and children and for
protection neasures not currently covered by legislation. Wile the Pena
Code covered assault in general, it nmade no specific provision for assault on
worren and children. The npost conmon renedi es were counselling and
reconciliation, although the latter was considered to be no nmore than a
mtigating factor at the sentencing stage in court. Under the current system
the Departnent of Social Welfare only intervened when apprised of such cases.
She therefore wel comed the suggestion to appoint an onbudsman and t hereby
afford children access to a specific appeal body.
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20. Replying to the question on the enforcenent of maintenance paynments, she
said that Fiji family |aw faced an enornous problemin that area. Magistrates

hesitated to inprison defaulters on the grounds that their |oss of earnings
could only exacerbate their financial problens.

21. The CHAI RPERSON requested nore detailed information about the reasons
for the increase in child welfare cases between 1991 and 1994.

22. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) explained that the statistics quoted by the

Chai rperson pertained to child protection cases covered by the Juveniles Act,
in which the Social Welfare Departnent had intervened. The figures relating
to adoption had gone up and nore instances of child abuse had cone to |ight
owi ng to a hei ghtened public awareness of the issue and a greater readiness to
report such cases

23. M. FULCI asked what action had been taken on the Fijian

Prime Mnister's proposal that the courts be given w der powers to prosecute
paedophil es and deal with sex crimes involving children. Had the fornma
agreenent with Australia to conbat the production and circul ati on of

por nographi c material featuring children achieved any results? 1In view of the
grow h of drug abuse and al cohol consunption even anong primary school chil dren
and the | ack of any governnment policy or budgetary appropriation to prevent
such addiction, he asked what neasures had been taken to inplenent article 33
of the Convention and whether any surveys had been conducted on drug and

al cohol abuse anong Fijian children. Wre any public canpaigns being run to
di scourage the use of drugs and al cohol by the young? Wre there any
treatment and rehabilitation services specially tailored to children's needs
in that respect?

24. Ms. PALME asked whether there was a systemfor nonitoring children
pl aced in extended fanmilies or institutional care.

25. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) replied that social welfare officers paid weekly
visits to children placed in a famly or institution. |[If the children voiced
a conplaint, a report was submtted to the Director of the Social Wl fare
Depart ment.

26. Ms. PALME asked if teachers, social workers and the general public had
a duty to report child abuse.

27. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) answered that the reporting of abuse was not
specifically covered by any | egal provision, but the Social Wl fare Departnent
had urged teachers to be vigilant and report any suspici ous behavi our patterns
in children.

28. Ms. KARP said she was doubtful whether the information supplied about
the periodic review of children in placenment was really up to date. Ws it
true that children placed in institutions were subject to periodic review,
while children placed with relatives were not? Wre there any plans to remedy
that situation? As NGOs appeared to be chiefly responsible for rehabilitation
programes for drug addicts, she w shed to know how work was divi ded between
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NGOs and the Government. Did the Government rely on NGOs in that sphere? Did
the NGOs receive any governnent support? Were there any parallel governnent
services?

29. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) acknow edged that drug abuse was on the increase
in her country. The National Council on Substance Abuse, recently set up by
the Mnister of Education, was directing its main efforts at school chil dren
Simlarly, the National Council for Health Pronotion was endeavouring to nmake
chil dren conscious of the risks stemm ng fromtobacco and al cohol consunpti on.
The Governnent worked in partnership with NGOs and awarded grants to

organi zations with expertise in particular fields.

30. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) said that the informati on she had provided on the

moni toring of placenent was absolutely up to date. She chaired the

i nter-agency subcommittee whose nenbers were drawn from nunerous authorities
and organi zations; that enabled it to carry out effective case conferencing.
At the subcommittee's previous neeting, she had been assured that the Child
Wel fare Unit was indeed supervising placenent. Pornography was dealt with
under the Penal Code, the provisions of which did not, however, specifically
refer to the sexual exploitation of children. New |legislation on that subject
was therefore required, especially in the light of the spread of paedophile
material on the Internet. The Governnents of Fiji and Australia had signed a
menor andum of under standi ng on 18 March 1998 which covered, inter alia, the
exchange of information on trends in child sexual abuse and research into that
topic. Furthernore, Fiji had sought the advice of an Australian expert on

por nography on the Internet, who had assisted the Fijian authorities with the
prosecution of an Australian national for the sale of indecent pictures of
Fijian children

31. The CHAI RPERSON sought further clarification concerning the multi-agency
network referred to in the first paragraph on page 11 of the witten replies.

32. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) explained that it was her country's policy to

i nvestigate children's injuries. |f doctors suspected that abuse had
occurred, they filed a report with the Paediatric Registrar, who forwarded the
report to the police

33. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) added that three weeks earlier the subconmittee set up
to pronote inter-agency conferencing had produced guidelines on child abuse
cases, which had been circulated to various departments and NGOs for conment.
Their observations woul d be passed on to the Coordinating Comrittee on
Children for further action. Wrkshops funded by USAID had been run in Fij

on the subject of inter-agency conferencing in child abuse cases.

34. M. KOLOSOV asked if the Fijian Governnent required technical assistance
in the fields of social welfare for children, and counselling and medi ation
facilities for famlies.

35. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that her country would wel cone help in that
ar ea.
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Basic health and welfare (questions 22 and 23 of the list of issues)

36. Ms. PALME asked whether the Fijian authorities realized that disabled
children should be integrated in ordinary |ocal schools if they were to enjoy
equal opportunities. She inquired if Fiji had introduced neasures to contend
with the H V/ Al DS epidem c.

37. Ms. KARP wi shed to know if the causes of the rise in maternal nortality
rates had been exam ned. Were they connected with teenage pregnancies? Wre
there any clinics which provided teenagers with contraceptives and sex

counsel ling? Who cared for pregnant teenagers? Wre there any specia

schools they could attend? Did Fiji have enough rehabilitati on progranmes to
enabl e young drug addicts to receive speedy treatnent? Ws suicide a probl en?
Had the causes been studied?

38. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that while the authorities realized that

di sabl ed children should not be educated separately, Fiji |acked the resources
to equip ordinary schools with facilities for disabled children. A big effort
was being nmade to prevent AIDS and the school popul ation was being targeted in
particular. The National AIDS Coordinating Conmttee, a nultisectoral body
conprising representatives of NGOs and the Governnment, supplied advice on
controlling the epidemic. The snmall increase in maternal nortality was mainly
due to poor delivery facilities on renote islands, where there was a shortage
of doctors and trained nedical staff.

39. A central adol escent health unit had been set up to address the problem
of teenage pregnancies, and the Governnent's intention was to introduce nore
units in outlying areas as soon as possible. No special schools were

avail able for the care of teenage nothers, but girls who became pregnant while
at school were allowed to return after one year. A conprehensive famly

pl anni ng service operated by trained staff was avail able throughout Fiji.
Several NGOs al so offered counsel ling services.

40. M. KOLOSOV said that in 1993, the |last year for which figures had been
i ssued, some 50 per cent of infants under three nonths had been bottle-fed.
He woul d like to know whether matters had i nproved since then

41. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that she had no figures to hand, but believed
that the trend had been downward over the past five years. The Governnment
advocated full breastfeeding for the first four nmonths, and so far had managed
to set up two baby-friendly hospitals as part of a canpaign to introduce them
nati onw de.

42. The CHAI RPERSON asked whether there were any nmjor differences between
t he nedi cal care provided for children in major urban centres and in renoter
ar eas.

43. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that paediatric facilities were available in
the three main hospitals situated on the two |argest islands, and also in the
subdi vi si onal hospitals |ocated on outlying islands. Specialist doctors were
avail able at the main hospitals, while services in small hospitals were

provi ded by general practitioners, who referred patients to the main hospitals
when necessary.
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44. M. KOLOSOV said he had noted that the nunber of squatters living in the
Suva area was on the increase. As the |latest available figures related to
1994, he wi shed to know whether the situation had inproved. The children of
squatter fam lies were widely recognized to be in a high-risk category.

45. Ms. KARP said it was her understanding that the main beneficiaries of
social welfare in Fiji were the elderly and the extrenmely poor. What direct
benefits were available to children? Also, what benefits did children derive
fromthe alleviation fund established in response to the special econom c
situation?

46. Ms. PALME said that Fiji had been very successful in attracting

devel opnent support to ensure basic health care for children fromthe poorest
sectors of the population. Wat |ong-term plans had been made to ensure that
children continued to receive health care if such support was discontinued?

47. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that her Governnment was constantly trying to
make nore accommodation available to the increasing nunbers of people from

| ower -i ncome groups who were leaving rural areas to live in the city, and had
provi ded nore primary health-care workers and health centres to neet their
needs. Mdre comunity health workers were al so being trained. They received
si x weeks' basic nedical training fromthe Governnment, and their salaries were
paid by the comunity.

48. As to direct social benefits for children, each famly received a child
al  owance for the first three children

49. M. KOLOSOV asked, in view of the wi dening gap between rich and poor
what part voluntary donations played in child health care.

50. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that on a nunber of occasions the Rotary Club
of Fiji had supplied individual items of badly needed nedical equipnent to
hospital s or nedical institutions, and had al so been instrunental in acquiring
the services of overseas specialists, who came to work for short periods in
fields in which Fiji |acked nedical expertise.

Education, leisure and cultural activities (questions 24 to 28 of the list of
i ssues)

51. M. FULC said that one of the npbst serious anomalies in Fiji's overal
system for safeguarding the rights of children was the fact that education was
not compul sory. In the light of the report's assertion that children's

failure to attend school was related to “the cost of education and to the
val ues and attitudes of different cultural groups”, he would like to ask a
nunmber of questions.

52. Firstly, what steps were being taken to inprove the accessibility of
general and vocational education to every child of secondary-school age? Ws
financi al assistance provided to those in particular need? Secondly, what
financial provision was being nade with a view to establishing a truly
accessi ble and high quality education systen? Thirdly, was the |egal age for
conpl eti on of conpul sory education the same as that for admission to
enploynment? Finally, the report stated, in paragraph 202, that the
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Governnment's aimwas to nmake education conpul sory up to 15 years “eventual ly”
Did that nean that the Governnment was working to a schedule and, if so, when
did it envisage conpleting the programe?

53. Ms. PALME, associating herself with M. Fulci's concern about

non- conmpul sory education, said that the report did not provide convincing
evi dence of the Convention's incorporation into school and teacher-training
curricul a.

54. Ms. KARP asked whether the Governnent had initiated its project to
provi de grants for pre-school facilities in 1998 as planned. |If so, were any
statistics avail abl e?

55. Ms. PALME was concerned at the high primary school drop-out rates shown
in the report. What was being done to ensure that children participated in
education to the |l evel desired? She would also like to know the extent of
school privatization in Fiji.

56. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that a governmental programe of conpul sory
primary education had started in 1997 in tw of the nine educationa
districts. The Governnent's aimwas to extend the programme to two nore
districts every year, and eventually to establish universal conmpul sory
education up to age 15.

57. Free education was currently available to all children aged

from6 to 16. The CGovernnent had i ncreased the |level of annual grants to
school s, and was working closely with NGOs and other organizations to try to
ensure that children were free to enrol at the school of their choice.

In 1997, the Governnent had nmade additional provision for rural schools,

i ncluding the setting-up of boarding schools.

58. The pre-school project had begun in 1998, but figures were not yet
available. It provided salaries for pre-school teachers, who had previously
relied on community support. A system of pre-school teacher training had been
established in conjunction with the University of the South Pacific, supported
by financial and technical assistance from UNI CEF, the New Zeal and Overseas
Devel opnent Agency and OZAI D

59. Wth regard to drop-out rates, the nain source of advice and information
to young people was the Mnistry of Youth. Organizations such as the Nationa
Yout h Band and national youth training centres attenpted to provide worthwhile
activities at district level for non-attenders. Now that schools had been
privatized, the CGovernnment provided the teachers and the local comrunity was
responsi bl e for managenent.

60. Ms. PALME said that conmunities could not be regarded as private
sources of funding. She would like to know what private-sector organizations
were involved in school privatization

61. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that the Governnent now operated only a very
smal | percentage of schools. All others were run by organizations within the
comunity, including a significant nunber by the Church. The age for

adm ssion to school was 6 years.
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62. The CHAI RPERSON asked whet her separate fundi ng outside the education
budget had been allocated for young people's cultural activities.

63. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) said that as far as her del egation was aware, |eisure
and cultural activities came under the budget of the Mnistry of Education

64. Ms. PALME said that since so many school s had been privatized, it was
especially inportant to know the extent to which the Convention had been
i ncorporated into school curricula.

65. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that the provisions of the Convention were
slowy being integrated into school curricula. The Convention had been
translated in sinplified forminto the main mnority |anguages, and its

provi sions were increasingly being reflected in teaching materials and teacher
trai ni ng programes.

66. Ms. PALME asked whether |arge nunbers of educated young people were
| eavi ng the country because of poor enpl oynent prospects.

67. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that Fiji's university received students
from 11l island countries. There was an increasing trend for themto seek work
abroad after graduation.

68. M. KOOSOV said that on a recent visit to Fiji's university at Suva, he

had noticed that nost students were of Indian, not Fijian origin. |If that
i npressi on was correct, what were the reasons? He al so asked whet her any
studi es had been carried out on “killing tine” anpbng youths, a first step in

the drift towards drug-taking and delinquency that was a well-known phenonenon
in several island nations.

69. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) said that the disparity between the nunbers of

i ndi genous and “Indian” Fijians undertaking university studi es was
attributable to cultural differences. While young Indians val ued education as
a route to professional success and material wealth, the priority for Fijians
was to find enployment in order to support their famlies and community.

Thus, they had little tinme to devote to study.

70. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) added that Indians were better able to afford
university tuition fees, whereas Fijians tended to be dependent on
schol ar shi ps.

71. Ms. PALME observed that the under-representation of indigenous Fijians
i n higher education was neverthel ess surprising, given the special rights and
privil eges conferred upon them by the 1990 Constitution

72. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) replied that those provisions, and the constitutiona
anmendnents of 1997, were conpensatory neasures. Turning to the second point
rai sed by M. Kol osov, she said that the phenonenon of “killing time” was a
probl em encountered in nmany Pacific island States. Studies conducted in Fij
had established that young people who becane involved in crinme and al cohol or
drug abuse often canme from broken hones or |acked fam |y support. Her
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Governnment had therefore introduced progranmes to encourage problemfamlies
to take greater responsibility for their children's upbringing, while |oca
NGOs were working directly with young peopl e.

Speci al protection neasures (questions 29 to 33 of the |ist of issues)

73. Ms. PALME said that she w shed to associate herself with the concerns
expressed by M. Fulci at the previous neeting regarding the need to protect
children, given the islands' |arge nunber of tourists, against sexua

expl oitation and the associated risk of contracting H V/ Al DS

74. Ms. KARP said she had been pleased to note that, in the future,

of fenders aged 17 and 18 would be tried within the juvenile court system
while the m nimum age of crimnal responsibility was to be raised. She was
concerned, however, that children as young as 14 were liable to inprisonnent

if deemed to have infringed the civil law. Did the Governnent intend to
address that problenf? She also wished to know whether |egal aid, which was
currently available only to juveniles accused of nurder or attenpted murder,
was to be nmade nore wi dely accessible. In her view, every child facing the
possibility of inprisonnent should enjoy the services of a | egal counsel
irrespective of the nature of the offence. She was encouraged by the plans to
build a new juvenile rehabilitation centre, but wondered, firstly, whether the
funds allocated would be sufficient to recruit the necessary staff, and
secondl y, whether the Governnment woul d increase budgetary allocations to
existing institutions in order to inprove conditions. Finally, she asked

whet her young drug and substance abusers had access to inmediate treatment or
were placed on waiting lists.

75. Ms. SHAFIQ (Fiji) said that, although under civil |aw offences comitted
by juveniles were punishable by inprisonnent, it was unlikely in practice that
a child as young as 14 would be sent to prison. Children of that age were
usually ordered to be detained in a reformtraining centre. There were two
such centres in Suva, one for boys, operated by the Departnment of Socia

Wel fare, and another for girls nanaged by the Sal vation Arny on the
Department’'s behal f. Security was mninmal and detai nees were able to attend
work or training outside the institutions. |Inprisonment would be considered
only if a child persistently absconded fromthe reformtraining centres. He
or she would then be placed in a segregated unit within an adult prison, there
being no juvenile prisons in Fiji. She agreed that the practice should cease,
and added that a recommendation to that effect had been nmade to the Law Reform
Conmi ssi on.

76. Wth regard to the provision of legal aid, the current arrangenments were
being reviewed, and it was likely that w der access would be recomended,
particularly in cases involving children. As to the budgetary allocations for
reformtraining centres and prisons, the Asia Crinme Prevention Foundation, an
NGO active in the field of prison reform had recently submtted a paper on
the subject to the Law Reform Conmi ssion, in which it had made reconmendati ons
on facilities in such institutions and the types of rehabilitation programe
on offer.

77. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) said that treatnment programes for drug and

subst ance abusers were in the early stages of developnent. Currently, after
undergoi ng therapy in psychiatric hospitals, they received follow up treatnent
in the community, where support was avail able from NGOs and religious groups.
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78. The CHAI RPERSON invited the menbers of the Cormittee to give their
prelimnary inpressions of the initial report of Fiji (CRC/ C/ 28/Add.7) and the
suppl enentary information provided in the witten and oral replies.

79. M. KOLOSOV wel conmed the conprehensive and frank nature of the report.
The Governnent of Fiji had shown comrendabl e openness in describing the
problems it faced in inplenenting the Convention. The main shortconm ng was
statistical data, which, though adequate, had al ready been as much as five
years out of date in 1996, when the report had been witten. The nenbers of
the del egation had given full and detailed replies to all questions falling
within their areas of expertise. |In its concluding observations, the
Committee shoul d encourage the Governnment of Fiji to inmplement in full its
anbi ti ous plans and programmes for the enhancement of the status of children
He hoped that signs of positive change woul d al ready be apparent when Fij
presented its first periodic report in five years' tine.

80. Ms. KARP thanked the delegation of Fiji for its informative and honest
replies. The report was a conprehensive docunment which reflected the
Governnment's awareness, and its ability to anal yse the status of

i mpl enentati on of the Convention and to devise innovative ways of overcom ng
the problems it faced. Her main concern was that the many excellent policies
set out in the report might fail to be put into practice through I ack of
finance. There was also a need to expedite the adoption of new | egislation in
the field of children's rights. Finally, the Government nust enbrace the
concept central to the Convention that children were entitled not only to care
and protection, but also to recognition as people with rights and opinions and
the capacity to participate in society. She hoped that the del egation's

di al ogue with the Committee would serve as a starting-point for energetic
public debate on ways of enhancing the status of children in Fiji.

81. Ms. PALME said that she was very inpressed by the practical steps taken
by the Governnent towards inplenmentation of the Convention. Fiji, an island
State with a culture enphasizing survival and self-reliance, was undergoing a
transformation into a new, nodern society nore prepared to engage with the
outside world and keen to take its place in the international comunity. The
Governnment clearly recogni zed that one part of that process was the acceptance
of international standards in such areas as human rights.

82. M. FULCI commended the report, which followed very closely the
Conmittee's reporting guidelines. The dialogue with the del egation of Fij
had been frank and informative. The Conmittee, in its concluding
observations, should encourage the CGovernnment to dissem nate the Convention
nmore widely and to cooperate with a broader range of NGOs, particularly those
directly concerned with the rights of children

83. Ms. BOLADUADUA (Fiji) thanked the nenbers of the Committee for their
constructive and hel pful observations on her country's report. She undertook
to convey their reconmendati ons to her Governnent.

The neeting rose at 6 p.m




