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485th meeting 

Chairman: Mr. :B.AHNEV 

CERD/ c/sR. 4a5 

Friday, 8 August 1980, 
at 10. 30 a.m. 

CONSIDERATION OF BEEORTS, COMMENTS AND INFORMATION SUBMITTED :BY STATES PARTIES 
UNDER .ARTICLE 9 OF THE CONVENTION (agenda item 2) (continued) 

Sixth periodic report of Tunisia (CERD/C/66/Add.11) (concluded) 

1. Mr. OUNAIES (Tunisia) said that his Government's fundamental approach to the 
preparation of its periodic reports was to strive, above all, for concision. All 
too often young countries succur.ibcd to the temptation to present long lists of 
their 2-chicvc:ocnts in order to :oake thcnsclvcs better lmown or present thcoselvos 
in a favourable light. The result was often quite the opposite: they brought 
suspicion on themselves for belabouring natters and often taxed the patience of 
their audience. His Govern:oent 1 s prinary ain was that its report should bo road. 
It wus essential, however, for a concise report to be acconpanied by such supporting 
docunents as wore necessary to enable the Connittec to evaluate the infomation 
presented in it. Tlm.t his Govcrnnent had foiled to do, but it would not ropon.t 
the sn.oc nistn.ke in subnitting its future reports. It was clear, norcovor, that 
the officfo.ls who had dr.:1.fted the sixth periodic report had consul tcd the preceding 
periodic reports, but not the sunnary records of the ncctings at which they had 
boon considered by the Connittec. That onission was the result of a lack of 
co-ordination, which would also be reneclied in the preparation of the next report. 

2. . In the light of the scope of the Convention, as defined in article 1, his 
Govcrnncnt had refrained fron including in its report any infomation on its 
gcncrv.l efforts to pronote the social, political, cultural or other advanccnent of 
the population; such efforts wore not directly related to mcial discrinination 
in the strict sense of the tom. :Both the past and the present of the country 
were evidence of the absence of any racial discrinina tion. 

3. Even before the entry into force of the Convention, Tunisian legislation hau 
been up to date with regard to protection of rights and liberties and, given the 
traditional stability of Tunisian society, there had boon little reason for 
nnencling the existing laws or enacting now ones for the purpose of preventing 
mcial cliscrinination. The social tranquillity which characterized the country 
axplainocl why the law-nn.kers had doonocl it unnecessary to act, and ::l.ccounted for 
the conplc.ccncywhich Mr. Tcnokidos seonod to detect in the sixth periodic report. 

4. The Press Cocle, concerning which Mr. Valencia Rodriguez had roquostocl further 
infomation, wn.s readily accessible to the public. His Govornnent could, if the 
Connittoo so wished, nako a copy available to the Secretariat. 

5. The Electoral Code ho.d boon ru:1onclocl prior to the lo.st logisL:i.tive elections in 
Novonbor 1979. The nnendod Code required organizations to present twice as nany 
co.nclicbtos as there wore seats to be filled. That change in cloctoro.l procedure 
had boon welcouod by voters and political organizations in the country, and 
consti tutcc1 a najor stop forward. 

6. Tunisia ho.cl c1istinguishod i tsclf in its region for its fim policy with regard. 
to refugees. Article 17 of the Tunisian Constitution provided that political 
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rofucoes coulcl not bo oxtradi tcc1, o.rnl the Govornnont h2.,d never conpronisod on thn.t 
principle. ':runisic-, took o.n active interest in the problon of refugees o.nc1 wo.s n. 
nonbor of the Executive Connitteo of the Pros-rD....ru:.10 of the High Connissionor f or 
Rofuceos. It rococnizod the vo.lidity of intornationo.l travel docunents for 
rofucoos and stateless persons. 

7. Frooclon of novencnt wo.s C:,Uo.ro.ntooc.1 by the Constitution. Passports wore freely 
issue~ o.nd only recently o.. streonlinod procedure for o..pplying f 0r passports hn.d 
boon insti tutocl which woulcl enpowor the .neighbourhood corn:iissions ( connissariats de 
guartier) to issue travel docunents. The only restriction on the froedon of 
novonont -was the roquironent that young non under the ago of 30 had to carry a 
certificate proving that they had a nilitary defero.ent or had conpletod their 
con:pulsory nilitary service. 

8. With regard to disadvantaged groups, while there wore laws to pronoto the 
welfare of war veterans, the handicapped and wonen, inter alia, there wore none 
intended to benefit the nenbers of any ethnic, national or religious group. 

9. Religious affairs wore the responsibility of the Dopartnent of Worship in the 
Office of the Prine Minister. The Moslen, Christian and Jewish faiths wore 
represented in the country. The ovorwhelning no.jority (approxinately 90 per cent) 
of the population wore Moslcns. The Depo.rtnent of Worship appointed the 
Grand Mufti of the Republic, usually fron n.nong the ranks of the fulikite Sunnites, 
the sect to which virtuo.lly all Tunisian Moslons belonged. The Shiah sect was 
virtually non-existent. The Jewish ninority nunberod fowor than 50,000 according 
t o 1975 census figures. Thero wo..s no logisln.tion restricting .the proctice of the 
Jewish religion 2-nd Jewish places of worship wore protected. The Jewish faith wo.s 
governed by a Council, the President of which was also appointed by the Departnont 
of Worship. As to .the Co.tholic Church, since the Pope hinself accredi tod an 
Apostolic Nuncio to Tunisio.., who wo.s responsible for the Catholic hierarchy and 
clergy, the Govornnont clid not fake part in the nan..'"1.gor.wnt of the n.ffo.irs of this 
church, whoso property was regulo. ted by an o.greonont concludec.1 between the Holy Soo 
o,ncl Tunisio. f ollowing the lntter' s incleponclenco. 

10. The problon of the clonocrotic representation of students had existed in 
Tunisia for sone tine. The Genoro.l Union of Tunisian Students, which for 20 yonrs 
ho..u represented the students of the country, had for the past seven yeo..rs been 
experiencing a crisis of leadership. As a result, its functions had boon tnken 
over by councils elected by the students of each university faculty to represent 
then in the university councils. A significant developnent in the situation hnd 
occurred in July 1980, as the Prine Minister and the Minister of Higher Education 
o..nd Scientific Research hac1 both issued sto. tenants affiming their desire to ensure 
the dcnocro..tic representation of students in discussions aincd o.t solving problens 
Gffocting university life nnd the plo.ce of students in national society. The 
rulinc pnrty, for its po..rt, ho.d recently decided to clisbanc.l its No.tiorml :Bureau of 
Students o..nd to sot up a connittoe to nake preparations for a concross to settle 
tho question of student r eyresontntion. 

11. The Pernono..l Sto..tus Cod? of 1956 had introduced innovations that wore bold for 
Arab emu Mosler.i country with roc,nrd to the sfo,tus of wonen, by prohibi tine; 

n.nl r,,,,riy .,uthorizinr• divorce by juclicio.l c1ecision o.nc.1 clefininc:; the riGhts of wonen 
po Yu""'-" ' '-• u - 1 t t "' there wi vcs o.nc:. heirs. In 1977 the Governnent had clecidet o allow wonen o 
o.,., no ll1. t"'h' 0 .., rnocl f orces nncl the police. At the World Conference of the servo ... , 
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Uni toc1 lfa tions Doco..clo for :Wonon: Equo.li ty, Dovclopnent o.ncl Peo.co, held in 
Copenho..con in July 1980, Tunisia. ho.d nnnouncocl its intention t o nccede to the 
Convention on the Elininntion of All Foms of Discrinimtion D.a'-inst Wonon. 

12. More onple infomn.tion on the natters rn.isec1 by Mr. Incl6s woulcl be proviclocl 
in subsequent reports. Ho nssurocl the Connitteo tho..t, althouch Tunisio.n 
lecislo.tion nicht seen inndequate on the bnsis of the infornntion provided in the 
sixth report, it wo..s in fact nore thnn satisfactory to ensure the observance of 
articles 4 to 7 of the Convention. 

13. Ho o..creed with the connents no..cle concominc xenophobia. Tunisia, 200,000 of 
whoso nntionnls worked abroad in inclustrinlizecl countries, know full well what it 
wa s to feo..r zcnophobic outbursts. The c1rivinc principle of its revolution wo.s the 
r ecovery of huno..n dicnity, and its abidinc faith in the Connittoe wns bo.socl on the 
latter's r ole in upholdinc the prinncy of the ideals of the Convention over 
r enctions of chnuvinisn or econonic protectionisn. 

14. The Tunisian Lco.Qlo of Hunan Richts, nbout which Mr. Goum1ion had inquirocl, 
hncl boon f ounded on the initio.tivo of private citizens o.nd hnd received Govornnent 
2.uthorizo..tion in MD.y 1977. The Loo.cue hac1 oponecl rec-ionnl offices throu£thout the 
countr.y nnd wo.s o.ctive in the field of hunnn richts. It was not for the Govornnent 
to report on the activities of the Loo.Guo, which functioned without Govornuont 
interference. 

15. The existence of such inclopendent institutions in the country wo..s proof of the 
2.dequncy of controls and snfeGtJ.G.rds to protect individuals neo.inst any possible 
violations of their individual richts nnd froeclons. The c-onoro.l clinn.to in the 
countr.y nncl the existence of free institutions constituted ouch surer so..focuo..rds 
3.i]J.inst r o.. cin.l cliscrinino..tion than nere book lecislation. Thnt consicloro.tion hacl 
dicto..tecl the choice of issues dealt with in his country's sixth report. 

16. The CH!i.IRMAN so..id tho..t it was usunlly the wish of the Connittoo tho..t 
infomntion provided in oroJ. sto..tooonts be confimod and incluclod in the next 
periodic report. It was to be hoped thnt the seventh periodic report of Tunisia 
would be soncwho.t noro conprohonsivo and that the revisocl cenornl e,-uidelines woulcl 
be to.ken into a ccount in its prepn.mtion. 

Mr. Ounn.ics wi thclrew. 

Sixth periodic report of the Philippines (C"ERD/C/66/Acld.12 nncl r:JEITD/C/66/Add.19) 

At the invitation of the Cho.imnn, Hr. Ynnm (Philippines) took<'- l)lncc n.t 
the Connittoc table. 

17. Mr. YAUGO (Phili:r:rpines) noted thnt ho hm1 clistributec1 n 'booklet on rcciorol 
c.utonony in the southern. Philip1)inos which wns intcnclcc1 to supplenont the report 
before the Connittee. Ho drew attention to the ndclendun t o the sixth porioclic 
report of the Philippines (C'EF..D/C/66/Add.19) which, in response to the request 
nc.clo -.by the Conni tteo n t o.n earlier session, cnvc the dooocra1)hic conposi tion of 
the Fhilipvincs. In thnt n.dclcnuun the population wn.s clnssific~ nccordinc to 
ethnic nnc1 lincuistic croup. The m1.jori ty of the populn. tion belonccc1.. to the 
Hc.ln.yo-Polynesia.n ethnic croup; -- however, within thn t croup there wore n nunber of 
l'ciffcrent lincuistic croups. The only inclicenous dialect wo..s Noe,Ti to, which wa.s 
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s11okon 1)y the Holn.nosio.,n ethnic croup. Fin.,,.lly, in connection with article 7 of 
the Convention, ho clrow o.,ttontion t o the statcncnt in the sixth report 
(CEPJJ/C/66/Aclcl.12) which refcrrocl to the creation of the Office of Diroctor-Gonoml 
for Isla..':lic Affo.irs. 

18. Mrs. SADIQ ALI said. that the booklet subni ttocl by the Philippine Govornnent 
showoc1 the seriousness with which the Govornncnt was tacJ.rJ.inc the no.jor problcns 
fa.cine it, o.nc.1 notccl with a.pprocio. tion the steps which ho.c.1 boon taken with rcopcct 
to the Moslon ninority. She hacl been particularly inprcssocl to hear of the 
rcfcrcnuun in the s outhern Philippines to ena.blc the people to detcminc how they 
wishoc.1 to orc~mizc thoo.scl vos o..c1ninistro. tivoly. More infoma tion was rcquiroc.l 
conccrninc the powers c.1clcco. tccl to the nu tononous rociono.l covornnon ts; o.,ccoru.inc 
to the booklet, they wore su1ila.r to those of the autonoo.ous covnrnnonts of Acch 
in Inc.1onosfo., of the south of Suc.lc.n and of Kurclisto.n in Iro.q. However, there were 
consicloroblo c.lifforonccs bet1won those throe covernnonts. 

19. With reference to the stn. tonont in the sno.o booklet to the effect tho.. t nn tiorol 
li:!.ws were superior to rocioni:!.l lo.ws n.ncl that the Prcsic1ont of the Philippines hn.d 
powers of control over the o.utononous roe-ions, she fol t that the relationship 
between the central Govornncnt o.nd the rocions shoulcl be spelled out noro clearly 
in the next report, particularly in toms of article 5 of the Convention. It 
would be intcrostinc to know, inter alia, how that relationship affoctec.1 the 
poli ticci.l anc.l civil richts of the inho..l)i tc.nts in the rocion. 

20. Notinc the st2.tonont in the sixth report to the effect that, conparci.tivoly 
span.kine, noro funcls wore now investot1 in the s ou thorn Philippines for 
infro..structurc projects tho.n in the other recions, she so.itl that it would be 
interestinc to have specific infomo.,tion to illustrate that sto..tenent. 

21. She n.skoc.l whether there wo..s o.ny institution which c.leo..l t exclusively with 
pronotinc recional ho.mony nnonc the different croups in order to help the 
ninoritios achieve full social intccro.tion, ancl whether any cases of racial 
discrininn.tion hn.cl l)con broucht to the courts followinc the eroctnont of 
Presidentio..l Decroo No. 1350-A, which cleclarcd as w1lawful o.ny violations of the 
Convention. 

22. The inforno.tion concerninc article 7 of the Convention wo.s coocl. While 
locislo.tion was inportant, in the lancer tem rocio.l discrinimtion could be 
t.:t.cklccl by ?ronotinc public o.warcness of the o.ctivi ties of the Cormi ttoc n.nc.1 by 
fonilin.rizinc students in clifforent schools with co.eh other's cultures. In that 
connection she womlcrec.1 whether the Govornncnt cncoure:.cccl cul turo..l excho..nces 
within the country. 

23. Mr. VALENCIA RODRIGUEZ notec.l tho.t the Suprone Court decisions citocl in the 
sixth porioc1ic report of the Philippines in connection with o.rticlc 6 of the 
Convention ho.cl l) con ho.ncloc.l clown l)cforo the Philippines ro.tifiec.l the Convention n.ncl 
ho.c.l boon basoc.l on the Civil Coe.le. Now thn. t Prosic.lontio.l Decroo No. 1350-A 
cloclo..rinc violations of the Convention to be Ul1lawful hn.cl been ono.ctccl and now thn.t 
the Philippines ho..d rotifiocl other intcrnn.tiono.l instruncnts on huno.n richts, the 
Governncnt rod sufficient interno.tiono.l loco.l ncchn.nisns to civc effect to 

o,rticle 6. 

24. Ho wo.s pleased to note the neo.suros beinc to.ken in the fields of too.chine, 
cul turc anc.7. infomo. tion with o. view to conbn. tine projuc1icc which led to racial 



- 61 - CERD/c/sR.485 

(Mr. Valencia Rodriguez) 

discriminationr and that the Government's goal was "not unifoxmity but unity in 
diversi ty11 • • He welcomed the creation of the Agency for the Development and 
Welfare of Muslims and the stops taken to develop socio-economic conditions in the 
southern Philippines. 

25. Tho broakdovm of the population of the Philippines according t o mother tongue 
and ethnic origin was of particular interest since it showed the Philippines to be 
a multiracial State; that fact highlighted the importance of the measures being 
taken by the Government to implement article 7 of the Convention. 

26. Mr. TENEKIDES drew attention to tho roforonco nado in tho report to a question 
roiscd at the Connittoo's previous session concerning tho extent to which the 
Presidontfo.l Decree was conpatiblo with the Philippine Constitution and whether it 
would lapse once r.10.rtial law was lifted; in this connection, ho said ho wcs not 
quite clear whether nartial law was still in effect and, if so, what constitutional 
provisions had boon suspended. It was inportant to have that infom.ation in 
order to clarify the inplor.iontation of article 5 of the Convention, which 
guaranteed tho right of everyone to vote and t o stand for oloction. Wore all 
Philippine citizens in fact entitled to participate in the Governnent and in 
public l:'..ffa.irs? 

27. Noting that in all throe cases of racial discrinination cited in the report 
in connection with article 6 the defendant had been a foreigner, he o.sked whether 
there Wt>.s any case on record in which the defendant in such o. co.so hc.:.cl been a 
Filipino. 

28. Mr. PARTSCH said that the report had answered nost of the questions previously 
raised by the Connittee. The cases quoted in the report dononstratcd that there 
had been roncdios available against racial discrinination prior t o ratification of 
the Convention. 

29. Referring to section 3 (2) of article XVII (Transitory Provisions ) of the 
Philippine Constitution, he noted that the Constitution had boon ratified together 
with the cclicts referred to in that article, al though those edicts had been 
intended to ioplenent nartial law. It would thus appear noro appropriate to say 
that the edicts renainecl in force, to the extent that they wero not inconpatiblo 
with the Constitution. Martial law coulcl not be in confomi ty with a 
constitution: it represented an extraordinary state not provided for by 
constitutional ncans. 

30. The Philippines was tho only country which had ratified the International 
Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights but not the International Coven:mt 
on Civil and Political nights, which was of significance given the legal status 
obtaining in the Philip~ines. 

31. The list of forcicnors resident in the Philippines differed fron that which 
h~~ been included in the fourth periodic report (CERD/C/R.90/Add.20). The 
English-speaking population had declined, whilst the Itulinn-spcnking population 
lmcl incror>..sed. No inclica tion hacl boon provicled of the census which hacl been usecl 
as a basis for the newer list. 

32. The Govcrnnont had croatecl the Office of Presiclentfo .. 1 Assistant on National 
Minorities, with cabinet rank, but it was not clear whether that ninister was 
without portfolio, or a kind of indi viclual wa tchcloc;, or whether he hacl a staff. 
Clarification of trot point would be welcone. 
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33. Mr. BESSONOV so.id tho.t the report continued the positive dio.loguc between the 
Governnent of the Philippines and the Coonittoe. Despite the linited ranee of 
topics coverec1 lJy the report, it wo.s extroncly intorostinc nncl infomo.tivo. 

34. In cliscussinc the inplenontation of article 6, the report rcvcnlccl tho.t the 
PhilipDinos had n. lecnl syston condenninc n.11 :rocin.l discrinino.tion to which 
ci tizons nicht be subject. The cases quoted were of interest, but lini tecl in 
scope, o.s all of thcr~ were concerned with tmnsmtional corpo:rotions. It would 
have been nore infomo.tivc hn.d there been detn.ils of other cn.scs providinc sone 
indiro tion of the Geneml stn. to of race reln. tions within the country. 

35. Nevertheless, the section of the report pcrto..ininG to nrticle 6 was ccnern.lly 
pmiseworthy, n.nd the nensurcs to.ken to pronote the dcvolopncnt and wolfnrc of the 
Muslin connunity, in o..ccordance with article 4 of the Convention, were of 
particulcr interest. 

36. Of note too were the steps to.ken in Mindanno and other southern islands to 
pronote the econonic and socio.l welfare of the inhnbito.nts and to L~prove their 
stnncbrd of livinc-. Further details of those nnc1 sinilnr procmr.mes would be 
wclceone. 

37. Presidential Decree No. 1083 of 4 Fcbru~ry 1977 was proisoworthy in thn.t it 
set forth the richts of citizens in keopinc with the Convention. Further cletails 
of the Decree n.nd its precioe effect on Muslins wore required. For exnr.1ple, wore 
Muslins a.lone subject to the Code it eotablished? 

38. There was evidence that nnny of the articles of the Convention, articles 3 
and 7 for ex..1nple, were reflected in the Constitution of the Philippines. 
Article 4 of the Convention, too, was conprehensively reflected in no..tioml 
lecisla tion. Thn. t o.spect w.:i.s not cnpho.sized in the sixth report, but to.ken in 
conjunction with earlier reports it reveo.led the concern of the Govcrmcnt to to.kc 
o..ccount of the Convention in its lccislation. Nevertheless, it was not clear how 
article 5, n.nd to sane extent n.rticle 6, were reflected in nn.tionn.l locisln.tion. 
More infomation on how vo.rious n.rticles of the Constitution net the roquironents 
of the Convention would be of interest to the Corrr1ittce. 

39. Mr. DEVETAK said that inplenentation of the Convention was a sensitive 
question in nultirocinl societies such cs the Philippines, which enconpnssecl nore 
tho.n 85 lincuistic and cul tuml rr.roups. The tnsk of the Co:oni ttee was t o 
stinulate discussion on mcin.l hn.rr.1ony in such Stutes, onc.1- to help in fimlinc vrv.ys 
in which the Convention nidht be inplcnontecl. 

40. The crontinc of rocion..'11 autonony, us in the southern Philippines, wo.s one 
possible wny in which the culture of ethnic croups coulcl be preserved nnd their 
oqun.l developnont sc'.1fecunrc1ed. In the en.so in question, the autononous recion hnd 
boon establiDhocl by intcrnn.tioml n.creonont - the Tripoli Acreenent. 
Unfortunately, the precise nature of the powers of the nutononous recionn.l 
assenblics was not clen.r fron the report, nor was their relationship with the 
central Govcrnnent. 

41. ncfcrrinc to the lincuistic conposition table (CEJ.ITJ/C/66/Adcl.19), ho observed 
that the fiG'llrcs it conto.inccl did not n.croe with those in the fourth report. 
Whn.t wn.s the bo.sis for the later ficures? Furthernore, the text n.ccoopn.nyine the 
tnblo o.ppeo.red to contain n contmcliction, in that it stated that "the lincuistic 
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clnssificn.tion reprosonts o.lso the cleDOG'rr'-Phic conposition", but went on to so..y 
thG. t "lincuistic croups . . . do not represent the c1enocro.phic-conposi tion .•. ". 
It wo.s thus not cleo.r how ethnic croups hncl lJeen clofinccl. The question was not 
ncroly n.roclenic; the stntus of n pnrticulnr croup coulcl vary cloponclinc on how it 
wa.s clcfinecl. For e:xnnple, if n croup wo.s consiclerecl as lincuistic, woulcl it 
enjoy poli ticnl richts? 

L'r2. Mr.. GOUNDI.AM snicLthn t the sixth periodic report inclicu tecl cenuinc procrcss 
in the Philippines. The report wns excellent, in thnt it proviclecl answers to nll 
the points misccl when consiclorinc the previous report, o.ncl. abounclcJ. in local 
clotn.il. 

43. It wo..s encouro,cinc trot the Governnent ho.cl inplcncmtec1 Presiclentinl 
Decree No. 135O-A of 1978, which represented procress in the nntters covered by 
o..rticle ,t of the Convention. Rencclies D.G'[',inst racial cliscrininntion he.cl, of 
course, been nvo.ilo.blc before uncler the Civil Code, but the pcnnl provisions 
introclucecl were likely to bo nore effective. 

44. Moro clotc.ils wore required of proc-ro.nnos instituted to inplonent the 
provisions of article 7, pnrticulnrly with rocnrcl to ethnic cultures. The report 
referred to the celebm tion in cclucn. tionn.l cstnblishncnts of Hunan Richts Dny, but 
specific detnils wore not proviclocl. 

45. With respect to the pronotion of understnnclinc-, tolero.nce nncl friendship 
nnonc mcinl croups, nrticle XV, section 9 (2), of the Constitution proviclecl tho.t 
Filipino culture shoulcl be prcscrvocl c.ncl devclopecl for no.tionnl unity. Yet, it 
wo.s inpossible to define national cho.mcter in a nennincful wo..y. Further, the 
report roforrecl to tho nultiplicity of cultures in the Philippines, which it nicht 
be c.lifficul t to reconcile with the cnercence of n n.1. tionnl culture. Wns there not 
a conflict between the two? 

46. The crnntinc of autonony to the southern Philipinnes wns n step forwo..rd in the 
protection of the richts of ninorities. Turninc to the lancunccs spoken by 
ninori ty ethnic croups, he inquired whether Nccri to had a written fom. If it clid 
not, it wn.s quite possible that it woulcl ultinntely cliso..ppcc.r, which would ncn.n 
tho.t the inclicenous culture wns cloonocl to extinction. 

47. Mr. DECHEZELLES snicl thnt the Philippines hnd alwnys co-opero.tecl with the 
Coonittee, o.ncl ho..cl bocun the struccle ncninst mcinl cliscrininntion oven before 
::r:atifyinc the Convention . 

• ~8. He rcquoctocl. further cl.oto.ils of the o.u tonony novcnont in the Philippines, 
which ho..cl rosul tocl in ::-, sie,nificnnt clecroo of nutonony for two r.w.jor rocions . 
.A.utonony soor.10(1. to ht:'..YC cone a.bout followinc o. period of consicloro.blc unrest, 
HD-<l. the crc.ntinc of o.utonony workc(l ncninst the interest of o.ny croups? The 
rop0rt rofcrrou to Presiclcntinl Decree No. 1083, which hncl osto.blishocl the position 
of o. Gronc1 Mufti, o.nd cortc,in relicious tribunnls. He inquired whn.t the 
conpctoncc of such tribunals wc,s. 

The nootinr: rose c.t 1 p.n. 




