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The neeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS OF STATES PARTI ES (agenda item 4) (continued)

Second periodic report of Mexico (continued)

(CRC/ C/ 65/ Add. 6; HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 12/ Rev.1; CRC/C/ Q MEX/2; written replies
of the Government of Mexico to questions raised in the list of issues
(docunent with no synbol distributed in the nmeeting roon))

1. At the invitation of the Chairperson, the menbers of the del egation of
Mexico resuned their places at the Comrmittee table.

2. The CHAI RPERSON invited the del egation to answer the questions posed by
the Committee. Noting the |arge nunber of questions, he advised the

del egation to be succinct and to indicate sinply where the information could
be found if it had been already provided in a witten document.

3. M. RUZ Yy AVILA (Mexico), replying to Ms. Karp's question on the
budget allocation for defence spending, said that Mexico s defence budget was
one of the smallest in Latin Anerica and the world. Citing figures, he
denonstrated that only a small percentage of the budget was earmarked for

def ence spending and that in 1998, for exanple, the Governnent had spent seven
times nore on education than on defence. Closer attention was being paid to

i ndi genous issues, such as | anguage, and hundreds of thousands of books now
exi sted in various indigenous |anguages.

4, Wth regard to refugees, it was worth noting that close to

50, 000 Guatemal an refugees had entered Mexi co over the past decades. The
refugee programe had ended in July 1999 but had all owed 22,000 CGuatemal ans to
receive resident status. Sonme of the refugees had chosen to return to
Guatemal a, while others had been naturalized and the Governnent was working on
regul arizing the situation of illegal inmmgrant Guatemal ans who were marri ed
to Mexi can wonen.

5. Ms. CARDENAS M RANDA (Mexico), addressing the issue of adoptions,
stressed that the priority neasure taken with regard to abandoned chil dren was
the attenpt to reintegrate themin their biological famlies. [If that was not

possi bl e, then, in keeping with the Hague Convention on Protection of Children
and Cooperation in Respect of Intercountry Adoption and the Convention on the
Ri ghts of the Child, to which Mexico was a party, the authorities would first
seek to have children adopted by nationals before resorting to intercountry
adoption, as shown by avail able statistics.

6. M. RUZ Yy AVILA (Mexico), replying to questions on the situation in

Chi apas, said that there had been no reports of violation of children's rights
there by menmbers of the mlitary or paramlitary, except for one unfortunate
case of a reported massacre. 1In fact, since the term“param|litary” suggested
sonme type of mlitary training, it would be nore appropriate to refer to the
presence of civilian arnmed groups in Chiapas. An investigation was being
carried out on the basis of reports submtted by non-governnenta

organi zati ons (NGOs) and newspaper articles into abuses allegedly conmtted by
a nunber of groups. The investigation had determined that five of the alleged
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groups did not exist. However, the investigation would continue, and the
previ ous week the Procurator-General of the Republic had announced t hat
menbers of two of the groups had been inprisoned.

7. Ms. SANCHEZ REGALADO ( Mexico), expanding on the question of the
education of indigenous children, said that many indi genous | anguages and
di al ects were being used as the first |anguage of instruction, followed by
Spani sh. Furthermore, one focus of elenentary education was a literacy
programe for nothers.

8. The CHAI RPERSON asked for further information on the social situation of
t he indi genous population, as it seenmed that the average nunber of years spent
in school by indigenous children fell below the national average. Mortality
rates were also reported to be higher anong indi genous children. He w shed to
know i f there were programmes to i nprove the access of indigenous people to
education and health care.

9. M. RUZ Yy AVILA (Mexico) said that one of the problens relating to the
under devel opment experienced by indigenous comunities was geographic, as they
were scattered across the country in renmpote, sparsely-popul ated areas. Wen

t he indi genous policy had been first introduced in 1948, the Government had

m stakenly tried to integrate indi genous comunities into the Mexican

devel opnent process. However, the focus had since shifted to greater autonomny
and sel f-government. Although indigenous custons had cone to be recogni zed
under the Constitution, sone were nore adm rable than others, so that a

bal ance had to be found between Mexican | aw and sonme of those practices and
custons. Legislative refornms had been introduced in 16 Mexi can states

recogni zing the rights and cultures of the indi genous popul ati on and
additional auxiliary and magistrate's courts had subsequently been

est abl i shed.

10. The Governnent was focusing attention on elimnating extrene poverty,
with nore than half the State budget being allocated to that end. Since

i ndi genous popul ati ons accounted for 90 per cent of persons living in extrene
poverty, they stood to gain the most. In the context of those efforts,
nmortality rates had dropped and neasles and polionyelitis had been eradicated.

11. The CHAI RPERSON asked the del egation to provide informati on on NGO
participation in the preparation of periodic reports and in the newly created
noni toring systems. Also, what was the status of the process, introduced by
the President of the Republic, for nonitoring inplenentation of the

Conventi on?

12. M. RUZy AVILA (Mexico) said that there were 8,000 NGOs involved in
work with children, women, indigenous communities, the environment and rura
organi zations. Wth specific reference to NGOs involved in children’ s issues,
the Governnent had begun col |l aborating with NGOs working with street children
and children involved in prostitution, which had not been the case at the tine
of preparing the report. Beyond differences between political parties, views
i nvariably converged with regard to children's issues, which showed the

i nportance attached to children's rights in Mexico.
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13. The CHAI RPERSON renm nded the del egation that the question on the
nmoni t ori ng nmechani sns remai ned unanswer ed

14. Ms. CARDENAS M RANDA (Mexico) replied that the National Systemfor the
I ntegral Devel opment of the Family (DI F) was responsible for nonitoring the

i mpl enentati on of the Convention at national and state |evels.

Seven comm ssions had al ready been set up and others were being envi saged.
The DIF al so collaborated with NGOs to eradicate the commercial sexua
exploitation of children and in the interest of disabled children, within the
framewor k of a national programme pronoting the welfare of persons with
disabilities.

15. M. RUZy AVILA (Mexico) said that the bulk of the collaboration with
NGOs concerned training programres of various forns. Furthernore, all state
human rights conm ssions carried out activities to promote children’s rights.

16. Ms. PEREZ DUARTE y NORONA ( Mexico), supplenmenting the information

provi ded on the involvenent of NGOs in the nonitoring of the inplenmentation of
the Convention, pointed out that the council of the National Wnen's

Conmi ssion, which also dealt with children's rights, was mainly nmade up of
NGCs .

Fam |y Environnent and Alternative Care and Basic Health and Welfare

17. M. RABAH, supported by Ms. Quedraogo, said he would |like to know what
the procedures were for intercountry adoption. Regarding alternative care,
did Mexico have foster homes and how were they organized, and did NGOs have
any input in that regard?

18. Ms. OUEDRAOXO said she would also like to know whether there were

bil ateral agreenents between Mexico and the United States to ensure the
payment of maintenance allowances. Ml nutrition seened to be a serious

probl em how was that taken into account in the programmes in favour of the

di sadvant aged and persons in extreme difficulty? She wanted to know what
facilities existed for disabled persons to have access to public transport and
buil dings. Apparently even in those states where such | aws existed they were
not enforced. She further questioned why special attention had been given to
girls, to the detriment of boys, in the programme of care for adol escent

nmot hers, as reproductive health concerned both boys and girls. She wondered
what the scope of the programe was, especially in the light of the objections
expressed by certain religious groups.

19. Ms. SARDENBERG expressed concern about the situation of indigenous
people in Mexico and referred to recommendati ons made by the Conmittee in
1994; while a change could not be expected overnight, it was inmportant for the
Committee to be well inforned. Regarding Chiapas, which had received
extensi ve coverage in the nmedia, she asked for details about the mandate and
activities of the Political and Social Action G oup for Chiapas (GAPS)
mentioned in the Government's reply to question 22 of the list of issues.
Turning to famly environment and alternative care, she wel comed Mexico's
ratification of the Hague Convention on intercountry adoption, but asked

whet her a central authority had been appointed for adoptions in the franmework
of the Convention. In addition to the inportance of controlling adoption
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whi ch could be linked to drug trafficking and other problens, such an
authority could play a role in raising awareness of the need to increase the
| ow nunmber of donestic adoptions. Regarding single-parent househol ds, she
asked whet her support neasures specifically intended for single-parent
househol ds headed by wonen were included in the Government's progranmes.

20. Ms. EL GU NDI asked for clarification of reports that the nunber of
donestic adoptions in Mexico was |ow and that illegal adoption was conmon
practice. She would also |ike details about the results of the programme of
care for adol escent nothers.

21. Ms. KARP, referring to Mexico's efforts to combat donestic viol ence,
asked whet her corporal punishnment was considered to be a form of domestic

vi ol ence. Regarding the nental health of teenagers, she asked whet her
institutions existed for counselling children on issues affecting them when
they did not wish to consult their parents and for providing treatment w thout
t he parents' consent. She would also Iike to know whether there were specia
clinics and hospitals for children with nental problens, whether children
could be institutionalized against their will and what the procedure was for
doi ng so.

22. Ms. TIGERSTEDT- TAHTELA, referring to article 4 of the Mexican
Constitution, asked how t he autonomy granted to indigenous cul tures operated
in practice and how nmenbership in an indi genous group was determ ned.

The neeting was suspended at 3.52 p.m and resuned at 4 p. m

23. Ms. PEREZ DUARTE y NORONA (Mexico), replying to questions on viol ence,
said that action to conbat intra-famly viol ence was part of a broad programre
to combat violence in general. Corporal punishment was considered to be a
formof intra-famly violence, and part of a cycle of violence. Action being
taken to conbat it included the correction of |egislation exenpting parents
fromcrimnal responsibility for harminflicted on children in the exercise of
parental discipline. Regarding the identification of indigenous conmunities,
it was the communities thensel ves, rather than the governnent authorities,

whi ch decided their status, nmenbership and | anguage on the basis of their
custonms and traditions. Affiliation of children was a part of that
identification process. The Governnment's role was limted to registering

i ndi genous children in the national system for ease of identification in case
of conflicts or disputes, and to the provision of support.

24, Ms. CARDENAS M RANDA (Mexico), replying to questions on adoption, said
that international adoptions took place in the framework of the Hague
Conventi on when the adoptant's country was a State party to the Convention
Legi sl ation giving effect to the Hague Convention made the central authority
for international adoption the federal DIF systemfor the federal district and
the state DIF Systemin each State, between which a flow of information was
mai ntai ned at all tinmes. Adoption proceedi ngs took place between the centra
authorities of the countries concerned and included an exchange of information
regarding the suitability of the prospective adoptive parents and the child to
be adopted; authorization was al so sought fromthe receiving State for the
child to reside there. Follow ng the exchange of information the entire file
was submitted to a fam |y judge, of whomthere were 40 in Mexico, who deci ded
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whet her the adoption should proceed. Followup of international adoptions was
conducted by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs through its Department of
Consul ar Affairs. |If the country involved was not a party to the Hague
Convention, donestic |legislation applied and no exchange of information took
pl ace.

25. Chil dren who could not be reintegrated into their famlies and who were
unlikely to be adopted were accommodated in DIF centres, of which 52 existed
for children aged 6 to 18 and 35 for children frombirth to age 6, and in
centres operated by non-governnental organizations. Concerning the
possibility of increasing the nunber of donestic adoptions, she said that the
“cul ture of adoption” was new in Mexico and that current efforts concentrated
on raising the people's awareness of its importance.

26. M. RUZ Yy AVILA (Mexico), replying to a question about nutrition, said
that a national vaccination card had been introduced in 1998, which contained
a record of children's nmeasurenents and vacci nations and made it possible to
judge their state of nutrition. Deficiencies in vitamn A and iodine had been
detected and efforts were under way to correct them A school breakfast
programe al so existed which provided 4 mllion breakfasts a day. It covered
85 per cent of the municipalities providing i nmediate assistance to children
in particular those which had a high concentration of indigenous people.

O her programres of support, in the sane nunicipalities, involved soup
kitchens and the distribution of packets of vegetabl e seeds.

27. The mandate of the GAPS programme was to ensure that as many resources
as possible were invested to neet the needs of Chiapas and other States with a
| ar ge number of indi genous people, the greatest enem es being extreme poverty,
corruption, disease and the m ddl emen through whom i ndi genous people were
forced to sell their products. The GAPS nmandate al so i ncluded educati on where
efforts focused on increasing construction of schools, pupil enrol nment, nunber
of teachers and health support.

28. Ms. CARDENAS M RANDA (Mexico), replying to questions on disability, said
that the national programme for the welfare of disabled persons and their

i ncorporation in devel opment, introduced by President Zedillo in 1995, had
counterparts at state | evel and operated through subcomrittees covering areas
such as accessibility, telecomrunications and transport, sports, culture,
education, | abour insertion, legislation and statistics. The achi evenments of
the subcommittee on | egislation had been substantial: each State had its own
| aw on the social integration of disabled persons, and Mexi co had signed the

I nter-Anmerican Convention to Elimnate Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Persons
with Disabilities, which was before the Senate for approval. Concerning
accessibility, she said that a programre conducted in Mexico City had led to
the elimnation of many obstacl es inpeding the movenment of disabl ed peopl e,

but that efforts concentrated for the nonent on elimnating cultural barriers,
so that disabled people would not have to live in an aggressive environnent.
The programre had achi eved significant results in its four years of operation
and its annual reports provided an opportunity for interaction w th NGGCs,
wor ki ng on behal f of di sabl ed people.

29. Ms. SANCHEZ REGALADO (Mexico) said that although special education
services existed for those children who could not attend the regular schoo
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system article 41 of the General Education Act focused on the integration of
children with disabilities into the regul ar education system To that end
provi sion was made for teacher training and textbooks in braille were

di stributed free of charge.

30. M. RUZ Yy AVILA (Mexico) noted that the special education programre

i ncl uded vocati onal workshops for disabled children and agreenents with
private companies to hire young di sabl ed people. The greater awareness of the
probl ems of disabled people in the 1980s had culminated in the idea that

di sabl ed children should attend regul ar schools and that normal children
shoul d be taught to respect disabled children's right to be different.

31. Ms. CARDENAS M RANDA (Mexico) said that Mexico's alinony progranme was
nmodel | ed on that of the United States, to which many Mexican fathers em grated
in order to avoid paying mai ntenance. A joint Mexico-United States programre
ai med at recovering mai ntenance from Mexi can fathers who had enmigrated to the
United States was operated by DI F, through its Procurator's Ofice for the

Def ence of Juveniles and the Fam |y, and received support fromthe Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs.

32. Ms. PEREZ DUARTE y NORONA (Mexico) said that in addition to specific
programes for teenage nothers, a series of programes on sexual and
reproductive health attenpted to rai se awareness anong both boys and girls of
their responsibility in controlling reproduction. Regarding the right of the
child to privacy in schools, she said a recent operation in border States with
serious problens of drugs and viol ence, in which children's school bags had
been searched, had been an exception brought about by the urgency of those
problems. Children's right to privacy was generally respected in schools.

33. Ms. CARDENAS M RANDA (Mexico) said that Mexico endeavoured to elimnate
traffic in mnors, in the spirit of the Hague Convention. Although illega
adoptions unfortunately did take place, the DIF system had received no actua
reports of such cases. Regarding foster care, she said Mexico did not have a
foster care structure as such, but concentrated support on providi ng needy
fam lies, including unmarried nothers, with the necessary assistance to
support their children.

34. M. RUZy AVILA (Mexico), replying to Ms. Quedraogo, said that Mexican
| egi sl ation provided for the construction of wheel chair-accessible ranps in
public buildings. NGOs, including “Libre acceso” (Free Access), a dynamc
group with which DIF had worked extensively, had been instrunental in those
achi evenent s.

35. Ms. PEREZ DUARTE y NORONA (Mexi co) said she was happy to announce that
while in the past there had been taboos surroundi ng questions of sex, they
were gradual ly di sappearing thanks to the nedia and special programes such as
t hose i npl enented under the National Human Ri ghts Comm ssion (CNDH) and the
Nati onal System for the Integral Devel opment of the Family (D F), the Ofice
of the Procurator and the National Council for the Prevention and Control of
Al DS (CONASIDA). Under the law, in the event of a conflict of interest
between m nors and their | egal guardians with regard to health care, urgent
measures coul d be taken through the O fice of the Procurator, which was the
cornerstone of the child protection system The Governnent could al so
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i ntervene to appoi nt guardians. Abortion was allowed only in special cases,
for instance if the health of the nother or child was endangered, but the
deci sion was taken with nedical advice, while other neasures were applied in
the event of a conflict of interest.

36. Ms. SANCHEZ REGALADO (Mexico) said that while reproductive health and
sex education of children aged 10-12 had originally been opposed by parents’
associ ations, they had soon acknow edged that such education was better

i nparted by trained teachers.

37. The CHAI RPERSON invited Committee menbers to ask foll ow up questions.

38. Ms. KARP, on the subject of adol escent nedical counselling, asked

whet her adol escents had access to condons, and whether if a girl who had been
raped desired an abortion, there was any committee or hospital service that
could authorize it if the girl did not wish to do so illegally. Had it been
det er mi ned whet her the best nedi um of sex education was the teacher, or

pr of essi onal gui dance counsellors not involved in the child s day-to-day
school life? Since sex education had not yet attained its goal of providing
the child with adequate educati on on sexual behaviour, STDs and AIDS, and

gi ven public opposition to sex education in schools, what solution did the
del egati on envi sage?

39. Ms. SARDENBERG reiterated her question as to whether there were specia
programes or institutions for single parents, what personal care they
recei ved, and what category of children was covered.

40. The CHAI RPERSON asked whether the del egation felt that the

| aw- enf orcenent authorities were adequately trained to deal with such matters
as exam ni ng sexual -abuse victinms, or whether those tasks were performed by
ot her professionals.

41. Ms. PEREZ DUARTE y NORONA (Mexico) said that specialized agents in the
O fice of the Procurator dealt with cases of violation against mnors and that
there was a special agency for attention to victinms of sexual abuse. The
process had taken tinme, because it had not been easy to provide such care, but
progress was being nmade. In response to Ms. Karp's question, she said that
CONASI DA visited school s and supplied teenagers with condons and contraceptive
i nformati on, as part of reproductive health programmes. There was a w de
range of assistance conprising special programres and textbooks, as well as
visits by NGOs, working in tandemwi th the public sector, to lecture in
school s.

42. Abortion was not penalized in the case of rape. The girl was required
to be exam ned at a public hospital to determ ne the degree of rape.

Si ngl e- parent hones abounded and were usually headed by a woman; genera
public policies had therefore been altered to take account of that fact.
Credit was set aside for housing and education for single-parent fanlies,

t hrough the Programme for Education, Health and Nutrition (PROGRESA) anong
others. Al so, maternal responsibility being different from paterna

responsi bility, nothers rather than fathers were approached even in two-parent
famlies where it was clearly wi ser for noney to pass through the nother’s
hands.
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43. M. RUZ Yy AVILA (Mexico) said the National Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion
(CNDH) had been established at the behest of the first Chairperson of Amesty
International in Mexico, who had | obbied for the creation of a special agency
conposed nostly of women: physicians, psychol ogists, |awers, social workers
and the like. Gven incidents in which aggressors had intimdated their
victinms when brought face to face with them a new provision stipulated that
el ectronic nmeans be used in order to avoid direct confrontati on and coercion
Wth regard to intra-famly violence, new refornms instituted in August 1999
refused bail to the perpetrators of violence against or corruption of mnors,
even when they did not live in the same house.

Educati on and special protection measures

44, Ms. KARP asked whet her the new special procedures for catering to
victinms of violence were restricted to Mexico City or extended to the entire
country, and whether there was any specialized national unit for the purpose.
She wi shed to know why corporal punishnent in schools and institutions was not
specifically prohibited in Mexican |egislation, which needed to send a cl ear
message fromthe Government to the public. Had such a neasure been envi saged?

45, Under the crimnal justice system there was only a handful of States
where | egal responsibility began at age 18 or 17, as opposed to 14 or 16. She
wi shed to know the ratio of children deprived of their liberty - if not by the
courts, at least in care institutions - to adult detainees. Juvenil es were
patently detained in poor conditions, sonetinmes even al ongside adults. Could
children aged 14-16 be brought to trial in the sane way as adults? What was
Mexi co doing to inplenment an equitable and non-discrimnatory crimnal justice
system so that the interests of the child were protected by juvenile justice?
Did the Government have any specific plans to inplenent the changes
recommended by the Committee in 1995? She was aware that a special comm ssion
exi sted to investigate cases of honpbsexuality practised by border children for
pur poses of prostitution, and wondered whet her that comm ssion had initiated
any special projects in that connection. Had it been allocated the manpower
and financial resources required for any preventive or treatnment plan?

46. Ms. OQUEDRAOGO, referring to the decentralization and privatization of
heal th services, asked whether any particular structures were planned for the
nmost vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged segnments of the popul ati on, who | acked
access to the health system \Wat progress had been nade wi th extending
soci al security coverage to i ndependent workers and their famlies? Further
since the juvenile suicide figures contained in Mexico s second periodic
report were out of date, she called for nore recent statistics.

47. She congratul ated the country on the progress made in the field of
education, but would like nore data on its educational ainms, which had not
been clearly reflected in the report. She asked how educati ona
establishnments' conpliance with human rights requirenments was nonitored, and
whet her any curricul umassessnent exerci se had been undertaken to enhance the
quality of education. She would also Iike to know whether the objectives set
for the 1998 Worl d Bank-supported programe to increase educational access for
t he di sabl ed were attainable, and whether any had yet been net. She

congratul ated Mexico on its successes in integrating refugee children. Since,
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however, the process was a protracted one and no | egislation as yet existed
for their protection, how would the Governnment proceed pendi ng exam nati on of
a case?

48. Ms. SARDENBERG asked what measures were being taken to address the
probl em of forced repatriation of children fromthe United States over the
Mexi can border under cover of night, a problemlinked to child trafficking and
“di sappearances” of undocunented children. She wi shed to know precisely why
the survey carried out on street children had specifically excluded

Mexi co City when the phenonmenon was an urban one.

49. M. RABAH pointed out that the Mexican report had devoted little space
to attention to early education or to children placed in créches while their
nmot hers went out to work. He al so wi shed to know what was bei ng done to

i mprove the pupil/teacher ratio in pre-school education, which was sonetines
as high as 30:1, and whet her any speci al neasures were envi saged i n connection
with the use of play and leisure tinme. Concerning the juvenile justice
system he sought nore detailed information on detention centres, and asked
what relationship exi sted between the Public Prosecutor’s Ofice and police
stations. Were there any “hal f-way” houses for juveniles on conpletion of
their sentences? Did they receive any legal aid prior to or during their
appearance in court? Were there any workshops for social workers, |awers,
judges or the police?

The neeting was suspended at 5.10 p.m and resuned at 5.20 p. m

50. Ms. OUEDRAOGO asked what was being done for the 36 per cent of births
whi ch took place outside health establishnents.

51. M. RUZ Yy AVILA (Mexico) said that the maternal nortality rate had
declined slightly in recent years, fromb5.4 deaths per 10,000 live births

in 1990 to 4.6 per 10,000 in 1997. The levels were significantly different
fromone State to another. In 1997 the main causes of maternal nortality were
pregnancy toxaem a, haenorrhage during pregnancy and delivery, and post-nata
conplications, which together accounted for 60.8 per cent of all materna
deaths. Abortion was the third nost preval ent cause of maternal nortality,
and in an effort to reduce such conplications the Mnistry of Health had

trai ned 551 specialists in 56 hospitals of 17 States in nmanual aspiration
techniques. |In order to reduce the nunmber of abortions, the use of
contraceptives was taught and encouraged. About 68 per cent of wonen of

chil d-bearing age currently used sone kind of contraceptive, and contraceptive
use was growi ng by approximtely 1.2 per cent per year. The rate of use
tended to be high in the north and far lower in the southern States such as
Chi apas, Guerrero and OCaxaca. W nen accounted for 94 per cent of
contraceptive users.

52. The Mexican Social Security Institute (IMSS), in addition to paying
retirement pensions, provided nedical coverage for workers and enpl oyers
through a network of about 1,000 hospitals | ocated throughout the country.
State enpl oyees were covered by a schenme adm nistered by the Welfare and
Social Services Institute for State Enpl oyees (I SSSTE). People not covered by
the two schenes for public and private sector enpl oyees could receive nmedica
attention at hospitals run by the Mnistry of Health, where fees were
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generally reduced for persons without coverage. There was also a Community
Care Programe (PAC) and a civil defence progranme called DN3, which was run
by the arny and was called upon to take action in the event of natura

di sasters. It had, for instance, distributed nedicines and provi ded nedica
care within Mexico and in Guatemala and El Sal vador following Hurricane Mtch
There were currently no plans to privatize the health-care services.

53. Ms. PEREZ DUARTE y NORONA said that home births delivered by qualified
m dwi ves or wonmen who traditionally assisted in childbirth had been customary
for generations in Mexico, and that in nbost cases the practice did not involve
a high risk factor.

54, Wth regard to programres for victins of violence and sexual abuse, the
reforms to which M. Ruiz y Avila had referred were taking place only in the
Federal District, but the programres run by agencies specialized in that field
continued to be inplemented throughout the country. On 29 July 1999, the
programe for CGuatenal an refugees in Mexico had drawn to a close with the
repatriation of the last refugees wishing to return to Guatermala. There were,
for all intents and purposes, no nore refugees in the country. The

CGuat emal ans who had stayed had either received or had applied for imm grant
status or residence permts. Although Mexico was not yet a party to the
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, the programe for Guatenal an
refugees had been held up as an exanple by the Ofice of the United Nations

H gh Comm ssi oner for Refugees, because it had nmet with such success in
integrating refugees and in promoting their voluntary return

55. The juvenile justice system was one of the weakest points in the |ega
system The concept of juvenile judge did not exist. However, it was not
true that the decision to send mnors to institutions lay with the

adm nistrative authorities. Such decisions were taken by collegial bodies

whi ch covered the cases of juvenile offenders, and which applied rules
different fromthose in the Penal Code. The main reason for the weakness of
the juvenile justice systemwas not so nmuch a failure of the legal structure
as a lack of resources for the protection and custodial centres, which had not
recei ved appropriate attention. The poor conditions of mnors at sonme adult
pri sons were not representative of the entire country, but rather of smal

rural communities where no specific custodial centres for mnors existed.

Care had been taken to informthe police of the need to send mnors on to such
speci al centres without delay. |In sone places, such as Guadal aj ara or

Mont erey, minors were sent on within 24 hours, while in others it could take
much | onger. The age of the minors at custodial centres was generally between
14 and 16, and in any case never exceeded 18. Mich enphasis was placed on the
role of the famly in rehabilitation. |In cases of children under 14,

responsi bility was assigned as far as possible to the famly, and only in
extrene cases should such offenders be placed in juvenile care institutions.
Juvenil e offenders and their famlies could receive |egal aid through

consul tations provided free of charge. 1In small, renote villages where there
was no such service, it was the National Systemfor the Integral Devel opnent
of the Famly (DIF) which provided | egal assistance to offending mnors and
their famlies. While the delegation could provide no statistics on the
nunber of teenage suicides between 1993 and 1999, a youth hotline had been
established to conbat the phenonenon.
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56. Ms. SANCHEZ REGALADO (Mexico), responding to a question put by

Ms. EIl GQuindi, said that there was no | egal reason to include types of schoo
puni shment in docunentation. Teachers underwent vocational training in which
t hey | earned professional ethics, and they thensel ves knew how to provide
children with a quality education conducive to their devel opnment. The
Educati on Devel opnent Programre for the period from 1995 to 2000 had
establ i shed certain objectives and the main |ines of educational policy, which
i ncluded the provision of high quality education, conpetently and equitably

di spensed. The national education systemwas quite extensive, reaching sonme
28.5 mllion pupils, with 1.4 mllion teachers in 212,000 establishnents. Two
speci al conpensatory programres were being inplenmented with the aimof aiding
di sadvant aged and i ndi genous groups in communities of fewer than 100 and

1,000 i nhabitants, respectively, in cooperation with the Wrld Bank

Literacy, nutrition and heal th canpai gns were al so conducted with the nothers
of the children benefiting from such progranmes.

57. All private schools were registered with the Mnistry of Public
Educati on and had to observe nationally-set standards for education, and
specifically the basic curricula. Like state schools, private schools
recei ved texts wi thout charge and benefited from state plans and progranmes
for teachers.

58. Ms. CARDENAS M RANDA (Mexico) said that in the Federal District a |aw
governed all social assistance provided by private institutions. The private
i nstitutions concerned had forned an associ ati on, which had the dual objective
of pronoting private social assistance and of coordinating such progranmes
once they were under way. A specific programme for mnors repatriated from
the United States provided shelter through 11 hostels set up by the

authorities and 7 nore run by non-governmental organizations, all |ocated near
the border. Though the programme was headed by DIF, it was in large part run
by state and | ocal governments. |In 1998 sonme 8,500 minors had found shelter

in such establishnments. An information systemwas being set up to make it
easier to reunite such mnors with their fanmlies.

59. In Novenber 1997 Mexico had received the visit of the Special Rapporteur
on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography of the

Uni ted Nations Conm ssion on Human Rights, O elia Cal cetas Santos, whose
concl usi ons and reconmendati ons had been extrenely useful in drafting a plan
of action, which had been submitted for approval in Novenber 1998. A Nationa
Inter-Institutional Comm ssion for the Elimnation of the Sexual Exploitation
of Children had been established to inplenent the plan, and worked cl osely
with | ocal bodies, sone of which had been established in towns attracting

| arge nunbers of tourists, such as Puerto Vallarta-Jalisco. One of the nost

i nportant consequences of the plan had been that the authorities were

begi nning to understand the scale of the problem The Inter-American
Children's Institute had sponsored a study on viol ence and sexual exploitation
of children in Latin America and the Caribbean, in consultation with a

Mexi can NGO. A study concentrating on about 100 towns with child sexua

touri sm pornography or prostitution was to be conducted by UNI CEF, DI F and

i ndependent researchers, and was due to begin in Cctober 1999. Experts in the
subj ect from Canada and the United States were also working closely with

Mexi can soci al researchers on the sane question
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60. A study had al so been carried out on the situation of street children
in 100 towns, excluding the Federal District, which could not initially be
i ncluded for technical reasons owing to the recent change of |ocal governnent.
It had thus been established that there were sone 114,000 chil dren working on

the streets. Above all, the study had served to refute a nunber of
preconcei ved i deas which had proven to be nyths. For exanple, the nunmber of
street children had often been estimated in the mllions. |In addition, it was

determi ned that nost children working in the street were not al one and had not
been abandoned by their famlies as had previously been thought, but were
working in order to bring home some incone. The conclusions of that and the
ot her studies would help in the drawing up of a policy to inmprove the
conditions of those street children, and first and forenost to safeguard their
noral and physical integrity.

61. Ms. SARDENBERG said that there had been a clear change in the attitude
of the Mexican Government toward the rights of the child, and that much
progress had been made in various areas. Notw thstanding the serious poverty
whi ch persisted as the country underwent structural adjustnent, the Government
had made a serious effort to incorporate the principles and provisions of the
Convention in the national |egislation and programmes. At a tinme when the
country's political systemwas opening up, it was encouraging to see that the
Government was proving its commtnment to the rights of the child. As the High
Commi ssi oner for Human Ri ghts was about to enbark on a trip to Mexico, it was
perhaps the right tinme to use the concludi ng observati ons and recomrendati ons
of the Conmittee to formulate a proposal for international cooperation

Mexi co coul d benefit from cooperation with UNICEF, the Wbrld Bank and ot her
agenci es, but questions such as training and the establishnment of nationa
institutions could sonetinmes best be dealt with by the Ofice of the

H gh Comm ssioner for Human Rights. The Convention could serve as a very
useful tool in that process.

62. The CHAI RPERSON t hanked the del egation for its effort and cooperation
The Conmittee was | ooking forward to further collaboration, particularly with
a viewto the followup neeting to the Wrld Summit for Children, which was
schedul ed for 2001.

The neeting rose at 6.05 p.m




