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1. Informotion on the lesislative, judicial, cdministrsative oand othor nsasures
< H s
that have been adopbted and that give effect to the following provisions of the
Convention:

Accordance wivh Article 3

In the general debate ot the thirty-third session of the Genercl Assembly, the
Honourable Ilinigter of External Alffairs of Trinidad and fobago stated the following:
"The gituction in soubhern Africa, [, President, remeins grave, and notions
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The Government of Trinidad and Tobago
tence of the inhuman régime of gpartheid in

South Africa in the internationsl community, ond endovses recuests to the
Security Council to imposc .econonic senctions against South Africa. It is
1/ The third periodic report of Trinidad and Tobogo was duc on . Hovenber 1978.

For previous reports submitted »y the

Government of Trinidad and Tovaego and for the

surnary rccords of the meetings of the Comaittee during which these reports were

exanined, see:

(1) Taitial report - CBRD/C/R.G%/kdd.6 (CERD/C/SR.254-255);
(2) Sccond periodic report - CIRD/C/29 and Corr.l and Add.l (CBRD/C/SR.393) .
5. 79~£3585
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only through decisive, direct action that the flow of investment, goods,
including petroleum and petroleun products and other essentials can be stemmed
and that this régime, which violates every basic human right, be brought to
heel, Today, Hr. President, has been designated the day of solidarity with
South Africon political prisoners and I have desnatched to the Chairman of the
Special Committee against Jpartheid, o message reaffirming the support of the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago for all measures cdonted by the United Wations
for the total eradication of the crime of apartheid.! g/ :

On the occasion of the holding of & special scession of the Special Committee
against Apartheid from 22-25 llay 1979 in Kingston, Jemaica, to pay tribute %o
Caribbean leaders of the past who contributed to the strugple for liberation in
Africa especially southern Africa and to consult on international mobilization in
support of the oppressed people of South Africa and their notional liberation
movenent, the Honourable Prime Iinister of Trinidad and Tobago addresscd the
following messagei=

1. "On behalf of the Govermment of Trinidad and Tobago I would like to convey
to the Special Committee against Apartheid the appreciation of the Government
for its work and for the significant contribution it has made and conbinues

to make in the ongoing struggle against apartheid and racial discrimination.

2/ essage from the linister of Dxbernal Affairs, Goverrmment of Trinidad and
Tobago on the occasion of the observance of the day of Soliderity with South African
political prisoners -~ 10 October 1970 -

"Allow me to usc this occasion, Ir, Chairman to convey my best wishes %o
you and the Special Committec and to wish you success in the contribution
which you are meking to the struggle against apertheid and racial discriminatio
discrimination.,

On this day, designated as the day of solidarity with South African
political prisoners, I wish, on bechalf of the Government of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago and on my own behalf to join with distinguished delegates
here in extending grectings and pledging soliderity with those who have been
imprisoned, detained or restricted in their movements because of their
determination Yo {rce their country from the heinous crime of apartheid and
bring to South Africa a measure of respect for human dignity.

It is with grave concern that my Govermment notes the repressive measures
employed by the South African Government in its attempt to thwart efforts to
extend to the African pecople of that cou try, rights end liverties which himan
beings everyvhere else regard as basic and fundamentol. :

The crime of apartheid rust not only be condemned, it must be totally
eradicated. Only then can the just aspirations of 21l the people of
South Africa be achieved,

Trinidad and Tobago gives its full support to all measures being adopted
by the United Nations to achieve this goal."
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2. The Governnent of Trinidad and Tobago joins other governnents in pledging
solidarity with those who have bHeen imprisoncd, detained or restricted in their
novenments bHecause of their determination to root out the cirime of apartheid

50 that they may live in nride and dignity in their own country.

e The Goverimment of Trinidad andg fobago also notes with satisfaction the
decision of the Spocial Committee to hold this sesgion in Jameica in tribute
i

to past Coarivhean leaders vho hove played sone part in the struggle for the
liberotion of Africo, :

a, It is with preat nride thot the Govermient and people of Trinidad and
Tobago Jjoin with the sovermaent ond pecoples of other Caribbean countries in
honouring these reat Coribbean leeders, anong whom ave nunbored two sons of
Trinidad. aond Tobogo - George Padnore and Henry Sylvester Uilliamg.

D The Govermment of Trinided and Yohago feels confident that this weel of
soliderity will serve as an irpetus to all people to intensify their efforts
in the battle agoinct aportheid.”

Trinidad and Tobago has consistently supported efforts ained at the elimination
of raciel discrimination and colonialisi in all parts of the world and morc
specifically in southern Africe.

In so far as South Africa is concerned, Trinidad and Tobaro supports moves at
the United Nations directed towards the elimination of apartheid =nd for the
conplete isolation of South Africa, Accordingly since 1962, Trinidad and Tobago
has not only voted in favour of but has also talien the initiative in sponsoring
several United Mations General Assenbly resolutions decling with preventive or
enforcement action againgt cconomic, trade and sporting links with South Africa,
As o resuld of resolutions passed in the Security Council, Trinidad and Tobago has
legislated against trade with south Africa and condemns cconomic collaboration
with South Africe. : . P

* On 29 llovember 1967, by proclamation - Government llotice o, 140 of 1967 -
importation from o exportation to South ifrica of any goods whatsoever wos
prohibited,

In keening with the policy of the Government of Trinidaed and Tobago in these
natters, the Port Authority has been directed to ensurc thot:—

(a) ernployees of the Company should not intentionally discharge cargoes of
South African manufacture found in the hold of vessels;

(»)  vhere cargoes of Bouth African manufacture arc subsequently located in
or around its transit sheds, the Authority will not accept liability for any part
or portion of such consignment;

(¢c) The loster and/or Agent of a vessel discharging carpo of South African
origin in any port in Trinidad and Tobago shall be liable for all charges, expenses
and delays that moy arisc as o result of such cargo being discovered on the vessel
or on the premises of the Authoritys; such goods may be confiscated by the Authority
and disposed of as the Authority deens NCCeSBarY.
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Trinidad and Tobago has voted in favour or spongored and voted in favour of
several resolutions relating to southern Rhodesia and in fulfilment of its
obligations under the Unitcd Hations Charter the Govermment of Trinidad and Tobago
issued notices Hos. 4 and 13 of 16 December 1965 prohibviting exportation and
importation of goods from southern Bhodesia.

Government Notice o. 27/1967 - (Proclamation No. 5 of 18 April 1967) under
Section 38 of the Customs Ordinance Chapter 32 o, 2 - was. issued in order to
implement fully the requircments of Sccurity Council resolution 232 of 1965 vhich
called upon all States not to render financial or other economic aid fto the illegal
racist régime of southern Rhodesia.

(B) Prohibition and Climination of Recial Discriminetion in all its Forms, as
Bnumerated in Article 5, egpeciclly in the Pield of Politicel, Civil, Economic,
Social and Cultural Richts and the Rizht of Access to any Place or Service
intended for use by the Gencral Public

The Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is the suprome law
of Trinidad and Tobago, and any other law that is inconsistcent with the Constitution
is void to the extent of the inconsistency. Chapter I of the Coustitution states
the following:-

"THE ROCOGITITION AITD PROTDCTION OF TFUNDAIEITTAL
HULIAN RIGHTS AITD FREEDOIS
PART I
Rights enshrined
4, It is hereby recogﬁized and declared that in Trinidad and Tobago there
have existed and shell contianue to exist without discriminction by reason of

race, orizin, colour, relimion or sex, the following fundamental human rights
and freedoms, namely:-—

(2) the right of the individual to life, liberty, security of the person
and enjoyment of property and the right not to be deprived thercof except by
due process of lawg

(b) the right of the individual to equality before the law and the
protection of the law;

(c) the right of the individual to respect for his privete and family
life;

(d) the right of the individual to equality of treatment from any
public authority in the exercise of any functions;

(e) the right to join political parties and to express political views;

(f) the right of a parent or guardian to provide a school of his own
choice for the educovion of his child or ward;

(g) freedom of movement;
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(h) freedon of conscicnce and religious belief and ohbscrvance;
(i) freedon of thought and expressiong

e\

(J} frecdom of the preuu.

Tt is clear from the forogoing that rocial discrimination in the political
spherc is not legdlly sanctioned by the Govermnment of Trinidad and Tobago. .
Surthernore, the question of the right to vote and to stond for public office
in Trinided and Tobago is regulated by the Representation of the Peoples Act 1967;
and. that of equal access to the public service is assured through the ectablichment
of Independent Commigsions for the Public Service, the Police Service, the Teaching
Service, the Judicial and Legal Service Commission and the Statutory Authorities
Service Commiscion whose neubers are appointed by the President after consultation
with the Prime llinister and the Leader of the Upposition and whose powers include
the power to appoint persons to hold or act in offices over which the respective
Commission hag Jurisdiction.

The Constitution and laws of Trinided and Tobago together with the policies
T itgs Govermment rcflect Trinided and Tobogo's commitment to racial, ou7tural and
religious equelity as well as its commitment to creating equal Onﬁoruunltleu foxr"
211, irrespective of rucu, crecd o gcx. The Precmble to the Constitution morcover
stotes thet the people of Trinidad and Tobago respect the nrinciples of social
justice ond therefore velieve that the operation of the cconomic systen should
result in The natural resources of the community being co distributed as to subserve
the common good, that there should be adequate means of livelihood for all, that
labour should not be cxwnloited or forced by economic necessity to operate in inhuman
conditions but thot there should bhe opportwiity for advencement on the basis of

ecognition of merit, ability and intogrity.
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(C) Assuring Dveryone within their Jurisdiction efifective protection and remedies
th*ouﬂh the Cormetent Uational Tribunal and other State Tustitutions Apainst
cny Lets of Racial Digcrimination vhich violate his umen Right and Fundamental
Freedon contrery to this Convention ag well as the Right to geeir from such
Tribunals just and adeouate reparation or satisfaction for any damage suflfcred
as a reoult of such Diserimination, in accordance with irticle 6

Section 14 of the Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago provides
that it is hereby declarcd that if any person alleges that any of the provisions of
this Chapter has been, is being or is liliely to be contravened in relation to him,
then without prejucice to eny other action with respect to the same matter which
is lawfully available, thot person may apply to the High Court for redress by way
of originating motion. The High Court has original Jurisdiction and may make such
order, issue such writs and give such directions as it may consider appr Opriaté for
the purpose of enforcing or securing the enforcement of any of .the prov1gions'of
this Chapter to the protection of which the person concerncd is entitled.
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2 Information on the legislative, Judicial, administrative or other measures
that have been adopted ond that give effect to the following provisions of the
Conventionsz—

(A) The Undertaking to engcre in no act or practice of Nacial Discrimination
against persons, groups of wnersons or Institutions and to ensure that all
public authoritics end public institutions, national ond local, shall act
in conformity with this obliration, in accordance with Article 2.1(a)

One of the fundamental rights of the individual that is enshrined in the
Constitution of the Nepublic of Trinidad and Tobago is the right of the individual
to equality of treatment from any public authority in the exercise of any functions.
As a comsequence nationzl institutions such as the lUational Housing Authority, the
Public Transport Service Corporation, hospitals and the lational Insurance Board
are prohibited from discriminating against citizens of Trinidad and Tobago on the
basis of racc in the ficld of housing, traonsport, public heolth, medical care,
social security benefits and social services.

(B) The Undertaking not to spongor, defend or support racial discrimination by
any persons or organizotion, in accordance with Article 2(1)b

Vo information additional to that which is conteined in the first and second
periodic reports of Trinidod and Tobago is available.

(C) The Undertaking not to permit public authorities or public ingtitutions national
or local to promote or incite racial discrimination, in accordance with
Article 4C

The criminal law of Trinidad and Tobego and in particular the Sedition

Ordinance Chapter 4 No. 6 of the laws of Trinidad and Tobago (1950) as emended

by the Sedition (imendment) Act of 1971 impose fines and/br Jell sentences for
persons inciting racial hatred, Further, the Summary Offences Ordinance,

Chapter 4 Wo. 17 as amended by the Summary Offences (Amendment) Act 1971 (No. 1 of
1972) has the effcct of regulating meetings, marches and processions generally and
more so if such meetings, marches and processions tend, or may threaten to promote
or incite racial discrimination, ’

3 Information on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other measures
that have been adopted and that give effect to the following provisions of the
Conventions:

(A) The Undertaking to review Govermmental, National and Local policies, and 1o
amend, rescind or nullify any laws and repulations which have the effect of
creating or perpetuating racial discrimination whercver it existbs, in
accordance with Article 2(1)C

There are no laws in Trinidad and Tobago which have the effect of creating or
perpetuating racial discrimination., Turthermore the Constitution of the Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago which guarantces cquality of treatment, is the supreme law
and any other law thet is inconsigstent with the Constitution is void to the extent
of the inconsistency unless such law (of which there appear to be none) can qualify
as an existing law under the said Constitution and thus continue to be a valid and
subsisting law ceven though its provisions or some thereof may offend against
provisions under the seid Constitution.
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(B) The Undertaking to prohibit and bring to an end, by all appropriate means,
including lepiglation as required by circumstences, racial discrimination by
any persong, Aroup or organization in accordance with Article 2(1)d

llo information additional to that which was conveycd by the second periodic
report is available. At thot time it was pointed out that the Stondards Bureau of
Trinidad and Tobage has published standards for advertising in any medium in
Trinidad and Tobago vhich prohibit statenents or visual ropresentation that are
likely to offend any cthnic or religious group in Trinidad and Tobago; os well
as advertisements that include statements implying discrimination egainst any
applicant on grounds of race, or favouring applicants of o particular race.

(c

g

The Undertaking to provent, prohibit and eradicate in territc.ies under their
Jurigdiction, 2ll practices of racial sepregation and opartheid in accordance
with Article 3

In Trinidad and Tobago therc are no practices of racial segregation and
apartheid. The Constitution of the Republic of Trinidnd and Tobago assures equality
to 2ll and ic applicable throughout the territory of Trinidad and Tobago. In the
Preamble to its Constitution it is stated inter alis that the people of Trinidad
and Tobago have affirmed thot the notion of Trinidad and Tobago is founded upon
principles that acknowledfe ...eesese.ss the dignity of the human person and the
equal and inalienable right with which all members of the humen family are endowed
by their Creator.
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(D) The Underteking to declarc an offence punishable by law all disscmination of
ideas based on racisl superiority or hatred, incitement to racial discrimination
as well as acto of violence or incitement to such acts ageinst any race or
group of persons of another colour or ethnic origin, and also the provision
of any assistancce to racigt activities including the financing thereof, in
accordance with Article 4da

The criminal law of Trinidad and Tobago (Sedition Ordinance as amended) has
been found by the Committce to satisfy Trinidad and Tobago's obligations under this
vrovision. No piosecutions were made uncer this law during the reporting oeriod.

(B) The Undertoiking o declarc illegal and prohibit organizations and 2lso
organized and a2ll other nmropagande activities which promote and incite racial
discrimination and shall recogniuze participation on such organizations or
activitics as an offence punishable by law, in accordance vith Article A(b)

Under the Sedition Ordinonce as amended, o person is guilty of an offence
who does or attempts to do or makes any preparation to do or conspires with any
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person to do any. act with a seditious intention. j/ It ig therefore the opinion

of the Govermment of Trinidad and Tobago that this provision in its existing criminal
legislation covers its obligations under article 4(h) since persong conspiring to
promote or incite racial diserinincation could be prosccuted, Govermment is however
giving careful congideration to the enactment of additioncl legislation on the
subject of declaring illegal, orzanizations that promote and incite racial
discrimination,

At common lowr the offence of a breach of the peace can be committed by an
actual assault on an individual or individuals or by bringing about or causing
public alarm or cxcitement whereby the peace and good order of the community or
Stote can be affected. In this regard, therefore, organizations whose acts or
activities can or are likely to causc 2 breach of the ncace or which have the effect
of bringing about such a breach of the peace by their promoting or inciting racial
discrimination could ot common law bocome liable to be progccuted.

Finally, the Swmary Offcences Ordinance, Chepter 4 Ho. 17 (as amended by the
Summary Cffences (Amcngment) Aet, 1971 llo, 1 of 1972) has the effect of regulating
meetings, marches and procecsions copecially vhere such marches, mectings and
processions can have the cffcct of inciting or do in foct bring about racial hatred
and discrimination, or which can bring or tend to bring about a breach of the peace.

' Q/ A Seditious intention is defined in the Act as an intention inter alia
"(d) " to engender or promote -

(i) feelings of i1l-will or hostility between one or more sections of
the Community on the one hend and any other section oxr sections of
the Community on the other hand; or

(ii) feelings of ill-will towards hostility to or contempt for any class
of inhabitants of Trinidad and Tobago distinguished by race, colour,
rellglon,‘prof6531on, calling or emnloyment.

( ) to advocate or promote, with intent to destroy in whole or in paft any
identification group (i. ¢, any scction of the public distinguished by
colour, race, religion or ethnic origin or profession, calling or
employment) the commission of any of the following acts, namely -~

(i) killing members of the group; or

(ii) delibverately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated
to bring about its physical destruction.”
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a4, Information on the legisletive, judicial, administrative or other moasures
that have been adonted and thet give ciffect to the following nrovisions of the
Convention: ‘

(A) The Undertal-ing to encoursge, vherc appropriate, integrationist. multi-racial
01 orfaniza..ons and movements and c.her means of eliminating barriers belween

races and to digcourarse anyihing which tends to strengthen racizal division,
in accordance with Article 2(1)(0)

¢

o information additional to that reported in Trinidad and Tohago's first
periodic report is ovailalile. The following however necds to be stressed., In
Trinidad and Tobago participation in socicl znd cultural activities is open to

211l irrespective ol colour, crced or roacce. Consecquently persons of all races
associate in sporting clubs, service organications, vouth organizations and projects
in social gatherings, etc.

(B) The Undertaliing to take, when circumstances so warrant in the econonicy

) ealtural and other fields, special and conerete measures to ensurce the adeouate
development ond protection of ccrtain racial sgroups or individuals belongine
to them for the purpose of guaranteeins them the full and egual cnjoyment of
hunan rights and fundomental freedonmgs, in accordance with Article 2

— e

Ho information on the subject of Trinidad and Tobago's Carib Indian population
additional to that made available at the time of the consideration of the first
and second periodic reports is available. It should however be pointed out that
the Constitution provides equal treatment for all and that ecual educational
opportunities are avoilable without discrimination to all from the primary through
secondary to tertiary cnd vocational and technical levels,

(C) The Undexrtaliing "to adopt immediate and effective meagsures particularly in
the fields of teaching, education, culture and information with a vicw to
controlling nrejudices which lead to recial discriminction and to promoting
understanding, tolsrance ond friendship among nations and racial or ethnic
groups ag well as to propagating the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the Unit. | Hotions, the Universal Declaration of Iw.an Rishts, the
United ilationg Declaration on the Dlimination of all Torms of Racial
Discrinination and this Convention', in accordance with Article 7

Trinidad and Tobago deposited its instruments of accession in respect of both
the International Covenant on Lconomic, Social and Cultural Rights and the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights with the Secretary-General
on 8 December 1978 and 21 December 1978 rceopectively. liorcover to celebrate
Human Rights Doy, it was announced by the Ministry of Lducation and Culture that
the following action would be tokens—

(a) The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago will reaffirm its
adherence to the »nrinciples, values and ideas contained in the Declaration of
Human Rights with speclal emphasis on the rights of the child which will be the
Tocus of attention during the International Year of the Child in 1979;
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( Tho Public Reletiocns Division of the Prime liinistexrts Office will
colloporate with the United Hationr Seccretorist in order to obtein and publicize
nat rlals relevant to the Declaration of Humen Rights with particular cmphasis on
the Right of the Child;

~

ndation of the Internationcl Year of the
5 be held throughout the fotion on

(c) Implenentation of the
Hil@ Cormittee that ecuncnical
Human Rights Days;

d) Porticipation by public and private primary and secondary schools in an
ate progrerme to be arrenced to mori the occasion on I'ridey, 8 December.
rramue will focus oa the thome "Peace and Dquality” ana nlso on the

nt! ldroas to the ilation's youlths.
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On the occasion oi the Obsevvance of the International Day for the Llinination

of Racial Digerininotion, 2L licrch 107 he Govermment of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobhagzo addrosscd a ressage to the Specigl Cormittece cgainst Apartheid
of vhich Trinidad and Tobago is a member. The text of that message is eppended
“to thi:s Report.

~

5. ractice of the Courts relating to cases of racial discrimination

ITo cases relating to racial discrimination have come bhefore the Court of
Trinidad and Tobago.
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MESSAGE TRCH CHE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFTAIRS

OF Tl IT.PUBLLC OF TRINLDAD AND TOBAGO O T

OCCASION OF TID OBSLLVALCE OF LUTGRNATLONAL

DAY T'OR THC DLUIITATION OF RACIAL DISCRLITHATION
21 1AR(TL 1979

Today, 21 ilorch 1979, marks the nineteenth anniversary of the brutal massacre
of Sharpeville, an cvent which shocked the international copmwnity and nade us
painfully awarc of the evil nature ond inhumanity of the apartheid system of
South Africa. Designation of this day, annually, as the International Dey for
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination i1s a small but fitting tribute to the
martyrs of Sharveville, Soweto and all thoge who have given their lives in the
just struggle for freedon from the shaclkles of racial oppression,

The Govermment and pcople of Trinidad end Tobago are thercfore pleased, on
an occasion such on this, to join other members of the world community in
reaffirming umravering support and solidarity with the still suffering masscs
in South Africa, Zimbabwe and Hamibia.

We arc all fully conscious that the situstion in South Africa is at the crisis
stage. Unworranted atitacks on the neighbouring States of Angola, Mozambique and
Zerivia by the illegal racist régimes of Pretoria and Salisbury indicate this. In
order to prevent a holoccust in the region with its wider dangers to international
neace, the internotional community rust act in unison and accelerate ifs campaign
to isolate the racist régimes and essist the South African peoples in their efforts
to achieve self-determination and independence,

Tor these reasons, we recognize the importance and fully endorse the launching
today of an internationsl mobilization of world opinion against anartheid with its
call for cessation of all collaborzation with South Africa cond increased assistance
in the liberation movement.

It is our firm belief that such concerted action by the world community will
2id significantly in bringing about the ersdication of thogsz policics which foster
the twin evils or racial discrimination and its institutioralized system of apartheid.

The Govermment and people of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago will continue
to resolutely support all actions taken and all resolutions adopted by various
organs of the United llations simed at ensuring that the citizens of southern Africa
achieve their right to lead lives of equality and dignity in conformity with the
principles of the United Hations Charter and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.





