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Committee on the Rights of the Child 

  List of issues prior to submission of the combined fifth and 
sixth periodic reports of Morocco* 

1. The State Party is invited to submit in writing the information requested below, of 

21,200 words maximum, by 15 January 2027. The replies should take into consideration the 

Committee’s recommendations contained in its concluding observations on the third and 

fourth periodic reports of the State Party. 1  The Committee may take up all aspects of 

children’s rights set out in the Convention and the Optional Protocols thereto during the 

dialogue with the State Party. 

 I. New developments 

2. The Committee requests the State Party to provide: 

 (a) Information on the adoption or reform of laws, such as the Morocco Family 

Code, and of policies and programmes, and on any other measures taken, such as the creation 

or reform of institutions, that are significant for the implementation of the Convention, the 

Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict and the Optional Protocol 

on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;  

 (b) Information on the impact of the measures taken to mitigate the adverse 

impacts of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), the severe droughts experienced, food price 

inflation, and the 2023 Al Haouz earthquake; 

 (c) Any other information that the State Party considers relevant in this regard and 

that is not covered in the replies to the questions below, including information on challenges 

faced. 

3. The Committee also requests the State Party to provide information on how a child 

rights-based approach is integrated into the planning, implementation and monitoring of 

measures for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, including with regard to the 

participation of children and data collection, and how such measures promote the realization 

of children’s rights under the Convention and the Optional Protocols thereto. 

  

 * Adopted by the Committee intersessionally on 9 January 2026. 
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 II. Rights under the Convention and the Optional Protocols 
thereto 

 A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (6)) 

  Legislation 

4. Please provide information on the progress made in: 

 (a) Withdrawing the interpretative declaration to article 14 (1) of the Convention;2 

 (b) Adopting the Children’s Code;  

 (c) Harmonizing legislation in line with the Convention and its Optional Protocols 

in the light of the ongoing legal reform;  

 (d) Strengthening the implementation of the child-related legislation, in terms of 

resource allocation, training of relevant professionals and awareness-raising;  

 (e) Finalizing the ratification of the Optional Protocol on a communications 

procedure. 

  Comprehensive policy and strategy  

5. Please provide updated information on whether there is an effort to adopt a 

comprehensive child policy/strategy covering all areas under the Convention. Furthermore, 

please indicate the achievements made and plans to address the shortcomings identified 

through the 2023 and 2024 review of the National Policy for Child Health, including with 

regard to the lack of regional coverage, coordination and dedicated budget. 

  Coordination 

6. Please indicate the body responsible for coordination of the activities relating to the 

implementation of the Convention at the national, regional, local and ministerial levels. 

Please specify its composition, mandate and resources. 

  Independent monitoring 

7. Please indicate:  

 (a) The measures taken to strengthen the child-specific complaints mechanism 

under the National Human Rights Council, especially by clearly setting out its mandate, 

allocating adequate resources and ensuring its independence, transparency and visibility; 

 (b) The nature and outcome of the complaints lodged since its establishment in 

2019;  

 (c) Any outreach efforts undertaken to raise awareness, especially for children, 

about accessing the system; 

 (d) Whether the National Human Rights Council is mandated to visit institutions 

responsible for protecting children’s rights and to provide reports on those visits and their 

outcome. 

  Allocation of resources 

8. Please specify the progress made in: 

 (a) Establishing child rights budgeting, with monitoring and evaluation systems 

for assessing and tracking the impact of resource allocations on children’s rights and strategic 

budgetary lines for children in disadvantaged or vulnerable situations; 

  

 2 Ibid., para. 9. 
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 (b) Establishing mechanisms to ensure a transparent and participatory budgeting 

process, particularly involving children; 

 (c) Combating corruption, and strengthening institutional capacities to effectively 

detect, investigate and prosecute corruption offences, given that they affect the 

implementation of the Convention. 

  Data collection 

9. Please provide information on the efforts made: 

 (a) To improve the collection, analysis and use of disaggregated data on children’s 

rights, including by overcoming data fragmentation between various sources and ensuring 

that data covers all areas of the Convention, including violence against children, children at 

risk of or affected by school dropout, and children in other vulnerable and marginalized 

situations;  

 (b) To operationalize the Integrated Child Protection Information System.  

  Dissemination, awareness-raising and training 

10. Please provide information on:  

 (a) Awareness-raising programmes, including campaigns and education 

programmes, among children, especially those in vulnerable and marginalized situations, and 

systematic training for relevant professional groups, at the national and local levels, on the 

provisions of the Convention and its Optional Protocols and on the Committee’s concluding 

observations;  

 (b) The impact of the training and awareness-raising initiatives on knowledge of 

the Convention among children, their parents and caregivers, and relevant professionals, and 

whether the Convention and the Optional Protocols thereto are part of the school curriculum;  

 (c) Inclusive programmes that take into account children with disabilities, migrant 

children, and asylum-seeking, refugee and minority children, on the Convention and its 

Optional Protocols. 

  Cooperation with civil society 

11. Noting that the Integrated Public Policy for Child Protection provides for the 

establishment of a partnership framework for public authorities and civil society, please 

provide information on the measures taken to ensure access to sustainable funding and 

financing for civil society organizations, to build their capacity in service delivery, and to 

improve coordination with public service initiatives in order to avoid duplication. Please 

specify how civil society and children’s rights organizations are involved in the 

implementation and monitoring of the Convention and its Optional Protocols. Please provide 

information on the coordination systems with civil society regarding data collection on the 

protection of children’s rights, and on how the State Party explores data provided by child 

rights NGOs to avoid duplication. 

  Child rights and the business sector 

12. Please provide information on the efforts made to engage the business sector on 

children’s rights and to establish a regulatory child protection framework for companies, 

particularly in the area of travel and tourism, including legislation, policies, monitoring 

mechanisms and mechanisms for conducting child rights impact assessments, 

awareness-raising campaigns, international cooperation and access to justice, in order to 

report and address children’s rights violations.  
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 B. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12) 

  Non-discrimination  

13. Please provide information on: 

 (a) The progress made in adopting legislation that covers all the prohibited 

grounds under article 2 of the Convention;  

 (b) The measures taken to ensure that children in vulnerable and disadvantaged 

situations, including girls, children from low-income families, children with disabilities, 

children in street situations, children under kafalah, children of single mothers, non-Muslim 

children, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender children, children in rural and remote areas, 

and asylum-seeking, refugee and migrant children, are not subjected to discrimination and 

have access to essential services, education, healthcare and a decent standard of living on an 

equal basis with other children; 

 (c) Legislation aimed at protecting children born to unmarried parents and as a 

result of rape, and how their access to civil registration and education is ensured; 

 (d) Access to emergency contraception and safe abortion for girls who were 

victims of rape; 

 (e) The measures taken to eliminate discrimination against children born to single 

mothers, including with regard to identity documents and family booklets, recognition of 

birth, legal guardianship, child support and inheritance from biological fathers; and against 

children born of a marriage between a Muslim woman and a non-Muslim man. 

  Best interests of the child  

14. Please provide any update on the measures taken to ensure that the principle of the 

best interests of the child is incorporated in legislation concerning children and is a primary 

consideration when drafting, adopting and reviewing legislation and policies that have an 

impact on the enjoyment of children’s rights. Please indicate the existing procedures and 

criteria for assessment and determination of best interests for relevant professionals, 

including in relation to custody, alternative care, disability, healthcare, education, child 

justice, migration and asylum. 

  Right to life, survival and development  

15. Please specify the measures taken: 

 (a) To address infant mortality, especially in rural areas; 

 (b) To ensure child safety, including on the road, in school and at home; 

 (c) To address infanticide, in particular filicide, and to improve data collection in 

this regard. 

  Respect for the views of the child  

16. Please provide information on: 

 (a) The rules and procedures adopted by the judicial and administrative authorities 

to guarantee the right of the child to be heard in any decision affecting them, including in 

civil and criminal courts, migration and asylum-seeking processes, and institutionalization, 

and ensure that children’s views are given due weight in all proceedings, in accordance with 

their age and maturity; 

 (b) The measures taken to strengthen mechanisms for child participation, 

including the Children’s Parliament and regional and communal councils, especially by 

means of capacity-building, advocacy and human and financial resources, for children to 

contribute effectively to decision-making processes, and to ensure equal representation of all 

children, including children in the most vulnerable and marginalized situations, regardless of 

their academic performance; 
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 (c) The experience in engaging children in the development and implementation 

of legislation, policies and programmes on issues that matter to them; 

 (d) How the right of children to be heard is supported by the media; 

 (e) The efforts made to promote child participation within the family, the 

community and schools. 

 C. Civil and political rights (arts. 7, 8 and 13–17) 

  Birth registration, name and nationality 

17. Please provide information on the measures taken: 

 (a) To ensure universal and free registration of birth and the delivery of birth 

certificates without delay, paying particular attention to children of single mothers, 

incarcerated women, children under kafalah and children of unmarried, nomadic, asylum-

seeking, refugee, migrant and stateless parents; 

 (b) To review the Nationality Law to ensure that all mothers and fathers, regardless 

of marital status or nationality, can transmit their family names and nationality to their 

children; 

 (c) To legalize court action for paternity recognition based on DNA; 

 (d) To address discriminatory practices in recording the names of children born to 

unmarried mothers and children under kafalah, namely omitting the “Abd” prefix, using 

fictitious names and prohibiting the use of foster parents’ names, as well as discriminatory 

practices in the recording of Christian and Amazigh names; 

 (e) To end childhood statelessness, including by ratifying the Convention relating 

to the Status of Stateless Persons, of 1954, and the Convention on the Reduction of 

Statelessness, of 1961, and to ensure access to nationality, particularly with regard to 

unattended births and children born to unmarried, stateless, migrant, asylum-seeking or 

migrant parents.  

  Freedom of thought, conscience and religion 

18. Please specify the measures taken to ensure that the freedom to manifest one’s religion 

is not subject to unnecessary limitations, in accordance with article 14 (3) of the Convention, 

in particular regarding: 

 (a) The right of non-Muslim children and their parents to practise their religion 

publicly, in the light of article 220 of the Penal Code; 

 (b) Protection provided to Moroccan Christian converts and their children, 

particularly girls, in the light of administrative sanctions, including the loss of inheritance 

and custody rights, and reports of societal pressure resulting in domestic confinement, denial 

of education, forced marriage and/or expulsion from home; 

 (c) The right of non-Muslim students not to be exposed to religious education. 

  Access to appropriate information 

19. Please specify the measures taken: 

 (a) To encourage companies, including public and private media, to comply with 

the Committee’s general comment No. 25 (2021) on children’s rights in relation to the digital 

environment, particularly by developing, monitoring and evaluating legislation, regulations 

and policies to prevent violations of children’s rights in the digital environment; 

 (b) To ensure access to the Internet and technologies countrywide, as well as 

digital skills and access to media literacy education for children, their parents or caregivers, 

and teachers. 
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 D. Violence against children (arts. 19, 24 (3), 28 (2), 34, 35, 37 (a) and 39 of 

the Convention, and the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child 

prostitution and child pornography) 

  Abuse, neglect, sexual abuse and exploitation  

20. Please provide information on: 

 (a) Any existing national database on all cases of violence against children, with 

a comprehensive assessment of its extent, causes and nature, disaggregating the data by age, 

sex, disability, urban or rural setting, region, migration status, asylum application, and 

homelessness, as well as by institution, family, school, and judicial system; 

 (b) The incidence of ill-treatment of children at the hands of the police, and the 

measures taken to address that, as previously recommended, and to ensure that the procedures 

involve a lawyer, a doctor, and the notification of parents/guardians, as well as information 

on the implementation of prevention and control measures, such as registers, videos and 

inspections;3 

 (c) A legal framework to prevent, prohibit and sanction all forms of violence 

against children up to the age of 18 years, including corporal punishment, in all settings, and 

the results of its implementation; 

 (d) Plans to review the definition of rape with regard to the requirements of 

consent and gender, to criminalize marital rape, to prohibit online sexual violence and to 

clearly define “attentat à la pudeur” (art. 485 of the Penal Code). Please clarify whether 

national legislation fully criminalizes all forms of sexual violence against children, including 

against boys, and explicitly addresses online sexual exploitation and abuse, while ensuring 

that child victims are never criminalized for acts related to their exploitation; 

 (e) The existing policy, strategy and action plan to prevent and to protect children 

from all forms of violence, including sexual exploitation and abuse, in all settings, and the 

results of their implementation and evaluation, indicating a dedicated budget line and 

territorial coverage; 

 (f) Plans to strengthen the child protection system, including with financial and 

human resources, facilities and capacity-building, with a view to identifying girls and boys 

who are victims of violence and ensuring timely, quality and community-based integrated 

services, without necessarily referring them to the judiciary and institutions, and with a view 

to preventing recurring violence; 

 (g) Steps taken to establish mandatory reporting, multi-agency intervention, 

investigation and prosecution of all cases of violence against children, including domestic 

and sexual violence and abuse, and to prevent revictimization and stigmatization, including 

by providing training to the police, healthcare and social workers, teachers and the judiciary; 

 (h) Avenues for reporting and to seek justice for children who are victims of 

violence, including sexual and domestic violence, and violence at the hands of the police, 

and plans to encourage reporting, including by decriminalizing sexual relations outside 

marriage, and to ensure that complaint mechanisms are confidential, independent and child-

friendly, that legal support is provided, that victims and witnesses are protected and that 

victims have access to remedies. 

  Harmful practices 

21. Please provide information on: 

 (a) The progress in removing exceptions that allow marriage below the age of 18, 

including retroactively, and in ending child marriage, including customary fatiha marriage, 

and the reported use of marriage as a mitigating circumstance in case of rape;  

  

 3 CRC/C/MAR/CO/3-4, para. 35. 

https://docs.un.org/en/CRC/C/MAR/CO/3-4
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 (b) Protection and assistance measures for girls who are already married, such as 

education, healthcare, protection and assistance in case of domestic violence, and access to 

divorce and annulment of marriage; 

 (c) The measures taken to eliminate the practice of “virginity testing”; 

 (d) Legal recognition and protection of intersex children, including from 

non-consensual medical or surgical interventions. 

   Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 

22. Please provide information on measures taken to implement the Committee’s previous 

recommendations,4 including:  

 (a) To provide a definition of “child prostitution”, “sale of children” and “online 

sexual exploitation” in the penal law; 

 (b) To address child sexual exploitation in travel and tourism; 

 (c) To ensure the protection of child victims and witnesses.  

 E. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9–11, 18 (1) and (2), 

20, 21, 25 and 27 (4)) 

  Family environment 

23. With reference to the Committee’s previous recommendations, 5  please provide 

information on the progress made in: 

 (a) Reviewing the Family Code to enable mothers to recognize and effectively 

exercise legal guardianship rights in case of divorce; 

 (b) Establishing a regulatory framework to protect children born in polygamous 

marriages; 

 (c) Reviewing article 490 of the Penal Code and providing support to single 

mothers and pregnant teenagers to enable them to take care of their children and to eliminate 

stigma attached to pregnancy outside marriage; 

 (d) Awareness-raising among boys and men with a view to fostering responsible 

parenthood and sexual behaviour. 

  Children deprived of a family environment  

24. Please provide information on the progress made in: 

 (a) Establishing a national child protection agency and reforming social protection 

institutions, and addressing reports of severe challenges in respect of care, educational 

support, trained staff, and availability in the regions;  

 (b) Implementing legislation on alternative care, and on its focus, aims, budget and 

how it prioritizes family-based alternatives in order to prevent institutionalization;  

 (c) Addressing overinstitutionalization and supporting the transition to 

community-based services and family-based alternatives, including the development of 

foster care and of responses to specific needs of children who are victims of violence, abuse, 

neglect, exploitation, or lack of parental care; 

 (d) Strengthening the identification of children and families in vulnerable 

conditions and providing them with adequate support in order to prevent unnecessary 

separation from their families and institutionalization, paying particular attention to children 

with disabilities and to infants; 

  

 4 CRC/C/OPSC/MAR/CO/1. 

 5 CRC/C/MAR/CO/3-4, paras. 45 and 47. 

https://docs.un.org/en/CRC/C/OPSC/MAR/CO/1
https://docs.un.org/en/CRC/C/MAR/CO/3-4
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 (e) Establishing criteria for placement in residential care, and on how the best 

interests of the child are prioritized; 

 (f) Refraining from placing children in need of care in the same institutions as 

adults and as children in conflict with the law and in hospitals, and from separating siblings, 

and in facilitating family reunification when it is in the best interests of the child;  

 (g) Establishing care standards, and specifying the periodicity of placement 

review, and the channels for reporting, monitoring and remedying maltreatment of children 

in care, in particular in institutions; 

 (h) Ensuring sustainable solutions for children leaving care; 

 (i) Protecting the rights of children of incarcerated parents, including regular 

visitation rights tailored to the needs of the children; 

 (j) Aligning the kafalah system with the Convention, as recommended, 6  in 

particular to ensure the psychological evaluation of applicants and follow-up on children 

placed in kafalah, in addressing cases of exploitation of children via the kafalah system and 

in enlarging kafalah to non-Muslim families and non-residents. 

 F. Children with disabilities (art. 23) 

25. Please provide information on: 

 (a) Legislation, policies and programmes that have been developed on the rights 

of children with disabilities, and on the results of their implementation; 

 (b) Reforming the system of social assistance for children with disabilities, with a 

view to improving coherence and coordination and avoiding institutionalization and 

placement in centres de sauvegarde; 

 (c) The results of the visits by the National Mechanism for the Protection of the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities to centres hosting children with disabilities; 

 (d) The measures taken to develop a coordinated approach for disability 

assessment and to ensure access to specialized health and rehabilitation services, including 

early identification and diagnosis and early intervention and rehabilitation; 

 (e) The efforts made to ensure access to inclusive education at all levels for all 

children with disabilities, including by providing accessible facilities and training and 

assigning an adequate number of specialized teachers and classroom assistants, and to 

strengthen the State Party’s leadership and accountability in this regard;  

 (f) Specialized support available to families to reduce the risks of poverty and 

social exclusion for children with disabilities; 

 (g) Awareness-raising campaigns undertaken to promote a positive image of 

children with disabilities and combat stigmatization and prejudice. 

 G. Health (arts. 6, 24 and 33) 

26. Please provide information on measures taken: 

 (a) To further reduce maternal, newborn and infant mortality and to ensure access 

to adequate antenatal and postnatal care, especially in rural and remote areas and in 

vulnerable communities;  

 (b) To improve access to quality and affordable healthcare and health insurance, 

including by providing trained specialists, equipment and facilities, by reducing urban-rural 

disparities and by ensuring coordination with the private sector; 

  

 6 Ibid., para. 51. 



CRC/C/MAR/QPR/5-6 

GE.26-01617 9 

 (c) To ensure that all children receive all necessary vaccinations, including against 

measles, and to address vaccine hesitancy;  

 (d) To reduce malnutrition and micronutrient deficiency during childhood and 

motherhood and to promote exclusive breastfeeding during the first six months of a child’s 

life; 

 (e) To assess and address the full spectrum of children’s mental health issues, 

including the prevalence of suicide, and to ensure access to mental health support services, 

including at schools, as well as measures to address stigma and policies, services and 

budgetary allocations dedicated to child and adolescent mental health; 

 (f) To adopt a comprehensive sexual and reproductive health policy for 

adolescents and to ensure the provision of sexual and reproductive health education as part 

of the school curriculum, paying special attention to preventing adolescent pregnancies, 

sexually transmitted infections and HIV; 

 (g) To decriminalize abortion, to address adolescent pregnancies and the root 

causes and related stigma, to ensure access to confidential counselling and contraception, and 

to provide adequate support to adolescent mothers; 

 (h) To address substance use by children, including glue sniffing, and the root 

causes, including by means of awareness-raising programmes, and substance-dependence 

treatment and rehabilitation facilities, including in Western Sahara. 

 H. Standard of living (arts. 18 (3), 26 and 27 (1)–(3)) 

27. Please provide information on the measures taken: 

 (a) To address the high rate of children suffering from multidimensional poverty, 

including by increasing social expenditure, strengthening the capacity of social protection, 

developing integrated social services and implementing social protection programmes that 

are tailored to the specific needs of children in vulnerable situations and to regional 

specificities; 

 (b) To ensure access to safe drinking water and sanitation and to menstrual hygiene 

management, including in schools and in rural and remote areas.  

 I. Children’s rights and the environment (arts. 2, 3, 6, 12, 13, 15, 17, 19, 24 

and 26–31) 

28. Please provide information on the measures taken:  

 (a) To assess and address the impact of environmental degradation, water scarcity, 

desertification, climate change, industrial pollution and waste disposal on children’s health, 

and support children, including those affected by the September 2023 Al Haouz earthquake; 

 (b) To explicitly integrate the rights, special vulnerabilities and needs of children 

in the preparation, implementation and evaluation of environmental legislation, policies and 

programmes, including disaster-preparedness plans, and to provide environmental education 

in school. 

 J. Education, leisure and cultural activities (arts. 28–31) 

  Education and the right to play 

29. In the light of 2022–2026 road map for the reform of the national education system, 

please provide information on the progress made in: 

 (a) Addressing school dropout and its root causes, with particular attention to rural 

and remote areas, girls, especially pregnant adolescents and adolescent mothers, boys in 

secondary education, children from poor families and children with disabilities; 
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 (b) Improving educational quality and learning outcomes, especially in rural areas, 

to align them with labour market needs;  

 (c) Integrating human rights education into the school curriculum; 

 (d) Regulating the standards for private educational institutions; 

 (e) Strengthening vocational training and guidance, especially in disadvantaged 

areas, considering that more than 1.5 million young people are reportedly in “not in 

employment, education or training” situations; 

 (f) Providing early childhood education, including in rural areas, for children with 

disabilities and vulnerable groups;  

 (g) Ensuring accessible and safe public spaces for children to play, exercise, and 

access cultural, recreational and leisure activities. 

 K. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 (b)–(d) and 

38–40 of the Convention, and the Optional Protocol on the involvement 

of children in armed conflict) 

  Asylum-seeking, refugee and migrant children 

30. Please provide information about the measures taken: 

 (a) To enact the draft law on asylum, with a view to establishing a comprehensive 

legal and institutional framework to ensure the protection of the rights of refugee, asylum-

seeking, unaccompanied and separated children, taking into account their specific needs and 

protection risks; 

 (b) To ensure access to child-friendly asylum procedures, including access to 

guardianship, free legal assistance and non-refoulement, in all entry points of the country, 

and to improve reception conditions; 

 (c) To prevent and eliminate the arrest, detention and displacement of 

unaccompanied, separated, asylum-seeking and refugee children and their families, and to 

develop child-sensitive alternatives to detention. Please specify existing independent 

mechanisms to monitor facilities where such children may be detained and provide regular 

reports on the condition of these facilities to the Committee; 

 (d) To impose penalties against those responsible for the deportation of five 

children in the desert in 2013, and to prevent the recurrence of such a situation, as previously 

recommended.7 Please specify the reported incidents of arrest, forced internal displacement, 

refoulement and racial discrimination of families and children, particularly of sub-Saharan 

origin;  

 (e) To promptly identify, register and assign a legal guardian to unaccompanied 

and separated children, with a view to facilitating their integration, to ensure that their needs 

assessment and best interests determination are carried out, and to ensure their protection 

from the risks of violence, exploitation and trafficking;  

 (f) To ensure effective access by asylum-seeking, refugee, separated and 

unaccompanied children to healthcare, including free maternity care, and to the social 

protection system, including Direct Social Aid;  

 (g) To remove administrative, documentation, financial, age, language and other 

barriers hindering access to education for such children, for example by promoting middle 

school transition, mid-term enrolment, examinations, and second-chance and support 

programmes; 

  

 7 Ibid., para. 63 (b). 
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 (h) To ensure that all asylum-seeking, refugee, unaccompanied and separated 

children and their families or guardians are systematically provided with information on their 

rights and obligations, asylum procedures and available services.  

  Children belonging to minority groups 

31. Please provide information on: 

 (a) The situation of Amazigh children, especially regarding access to education 

and culture in their mother tongue, including audiovisual and cultural programmes outside 

school;  

 (b) The situation of children living in Western Sahara, including with regard to 

access to healthcare, to education and to a decent standard of living.  

  Economic exploitation, including child labour 

32. Please provide information on: 

 (a) The progress in combating child labour and addressing its root causes; 

 (b) Ensuring effective prohibition of forced child labour, of the employment of 

children below 15 years of age and of hazardous work below the age of 18 years, including 

through monitoring and referrals, labour inspections of private homes and the sanctioning of 

perpetrators; 

 (c) Protecting working children from exploitation and working hazards; 

 (d) Removing children, including girls working as domestic workers (“petites 

bonnes”), from abusive labour conditions, and providing them with education, including 

vocational training, and adequate support; 

 (e) The measures taken to prevent child labour, especially through poverty 

reduction programmes and awareness-raising initiatives, and their outcome. 

  Children in street situations 

33. Please provide information on the scope of the phenomenon and the measures taken 

to prevent and address it and to provide children in street situations with support and 

reintegration, as previously recommended,8 to protect them from exploitation and abuse, 

including in relation to irregular migration, and to inform them about their rights.  

   Sale, trafficking and abduction  

34. Please provide information on: 

 (a) The measures taken to ensure the implementation of anti-trafficking law 27.14 

and of the 2023–2030 national strategy and its action plan with regard to children, including 

by strengthening the anti-trafficking commission, building the capacity of relevant officials 

on trafficking and on child-friendly procedures, improving data collection and ensuring a 

functioning 24/7 helpline to report trafficking; 

 (b) Investigations, prosecutions and sanctions in cases of trafficking in persons 

involving children, including those related to complicity; 

 (c) The measures taken to strengthen the identification and referral of child victims 

of trafficking, particularly among girls, in rural areas, and in regard to children in street 

situations, child victims of sexual exploitation in travel and tourism, migrant and 

asylum-seeking children, and children affected by the 2023 Al Haouz earthquake, and to 

ensure that they are not prosecuted; 

  

 8 Ibid., para. 67.  



CRC/C/MAR/QPR/5-6 

12 GE.26-01617 

 (d) The rehabilitation and reintegration assistance provided to child victims of 

trafficking;  

 (e) The efforts made to address the root causes of trafficking.  

   Administration of child justice  

35. Please provide information on:  

 (a) The progress in implementing the child justice system, in particular regarding 

legislative amendments, the number of courts, judges, judicial social workers and other 

specialized professionals for children, child-friendly rooms in courts and training for relevant 

professionals; 

 (b) Access to and information about free legal aid for children alleged as, accused 

of or recognized as having infringed criminal law, from the earliest stage of the procedure 

and throughout the legal proceedings; 

 (c) The use of non-judicial measures, such as diversion, or non-custodial sanctions 

in the case of children alleged as, accused of or recognized as having infringed criminal law, 

and on plans to strengthen community-based reintegration services, in the light of the entry 

into force of Law 22.43; 

 (d) The measures taken to ensure that detention, including pretrial detention, is 

used as a last resort and for the shortest possible time, that children are not detained together 

with adults and with children in the protection system, and that detention conditions are 

compliant with international standards, including with regard to access to education, 

recreation and healthcare. 

  Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict 

36. Please specify the measures taken to implement the Committee’s previous 

recommendations,9 including: 

 (a) To criminalize the recruitment of children under the age of 15 as a war crime, 

and the recruitment and use of children in hostilities by the armed forces, non-State armed 

groups and security companies;  

 (b) To establish extraterritorial jurisdiction over the Optional Protocol offences; 

 (c) To establish a mechanism for the early identification of children, including 

asylum-seeking and refugee children, who may have been recruited and used in armed 

conflict abroad, and to provide physical and psychological recovery and social integration 

services; 

 (d) To appropriately address reported abuse of children by Moroccan 

peacekeeping personnel. 

 III. Statistical information and data 

37. The statistical information and disaggregated data provided by the State Party should 

cover the period since the consideration of its previous reports on the implementation of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Optional Protocols thereto. The data should 

be disaggregated by age, sex, ethnic origin, national origin, type of disability, geographic 

location and socioeconomic status, as well as by year or other relevant time frame.  

38. The provision of tables presenting trends over the reporting period is recommended 

and explanations or comments on significant changes that have taken place over the reporting 

period should also be provided. 
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 A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (6)) 

39. Please provide information on the budget lines regarding children and social sectors 

by indicating the amount and the proportion of each budget line in terms of the total national 

budget.  

 B.  Definition of the child (art. 1) 

40. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on the number 

and proportion of children under 18 years of age living in the State Party. 

 C. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12) 

41. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on the number 

of cases and prosecutions alleging discrimination, and the sanctions issued to perpetrators. 

42. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on the number 

of children who attempted or committed suicide, on the number of filicides and on the number 

of fatal accidents involving children, including on the road, in school and at home. 

 D. Civil and political rights (arts. 7, 8 and 13–17) 

43. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on the number 

of stateless children and children of single mothers, both abandoned and living with their 

mother. 

 E. Violence against children (arts. 19, 24 (3), 28 (2), 34, 35 and 37 (a)) 

44. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on: 

 (a) The number of cases of violence against children, including corporal 

punishment and torture, inhuman and degrading treatment and online sexual exploitation and 

abuse, reported to the authorities, investigated and prosecuted, and the sanctions issued to 

perpetrators, disaggregated by type of offence; 

 (b) The number and type of protective measures provided to child victims of 

violence. 

  Harmful practices 

45. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on the use of 

exceptions allowing marriage below the age of 18 in practice, disaggregated by age, region, 

justification, duration and child consent. 

  Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 

46. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on: 

 (a) The number of reported cases of sale of children, child prostitution and child 

pornography, and of child sexual exploitation in travel and tourism and online; 

 (b) The number of such cases that have been investigated, prosecuted and 

sanctioned; 

 (c) The number of child victims of such crimes who have been provided with 

recovery assistance or compensation. 



CRC/C/MAR/QPR/5-6 

14 GE.26-01617 

 F. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9–11, 18 (1) and (2), 

20, 21, 25 and 27 (4)) 

47. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on the number 

and proportion of families and children receiving economic and other types of support 

services. 

48. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on: 

 (a) The number of children in institutional care and the average days of stay; 

 (b) The number of children in family- and community-based care; 

 (c) The number of children in kafalah. 

 G. Children with disabilities (art. 23)  

49. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, and by type 

of disability, on: 

 (a) The number of children with disabilities; 

 (b) The number of children with disabilities living with their families, living in 

family- and community-based care and living in kafalah; 

 (c) The number of children with disabilities in inclusive education and in separate 

schools at all levels of education, including preschool; 

 (d) The number of reported cases of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment and 

neglect and sexual violence against children with disabilities placed in institutions, the 

number of investigations and prosecutions carried out and the sentences issued. 

 H. Health (arts. 6, 24 and 33) 

50. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on: 

 (a) The number and percentage of children with health insurance;  

 (b) The number of paediatric and mental health services and of professionals 

specializing in young children and adolescents, disaggregated by region.  

51. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on: 

 (a) The number of adolescent mothers; 

 (b) The number of children with HIV/AIDS; 

 (c) The number of children with drug and alcohol abuse;  

 (d) The number of sexual and reproductive health services available to adolescents, 

disaggregated by region.  

 I. Standard of living (arts. 18 (3), 26 and 27 (1)–(3)) 

52. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on the number 

and proportion of children living under the poverty line and in extreme poverty.  

 J. Education, leisure and cultural activities (arts. 28–31) 

53. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, in respect of: 

 (a) The number and proportion of children aged between 16 and 18 years not 

attending school;  
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 (b) The number and proportion of children dropping out of school;  

 (c) The number of children in segregated schools and in segregated classes in 

regular schools; 

 (d) The number and proportion of children attending early childhood education, 

including children with disabilities, and the number of average years of attendance;  

 (e) The number of children in public and private – including religious – schools.  

 K. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 (b)–(d) and 

38–40 of the Convention, and the Optional Protocol on the involvement 

of children in armed conflict) 

54. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above as well as by 

country of origin, and by accompanied or unaccompanied status, on: 

 (a) The number of asylum-seeking and refugee children; 

 (b) The number of children in situations of migration; 

 (c) The number of unaccompanied asylum-seeking children aged between 14 and 

18 years;  

 (d) The number of asylum-seeking and refugee children, and children in situations 

of migration, detained, including in transit centres; 

 (e) The number of children expelled from the territory of the State Party;  

 (f) The number of asylum-seeking and refugee children, and children in situations 

of migration, attending school and with access to healthcare. 

55. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on: 

 (a) The number of children in street situations; 

 (b) The number of Amazigh children; 

 (c) The number of children living in Western Sahara; 

 (d) The number of children belonging to other minority groups. 

56. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above and by types 

of violation reported, on: 

 (a) The number of reported cases of trafficking in children and the number of child 

victims of trafficking; 

 (b) The number of such children who have been provided with access to 

rehabilitation programmes;  

 (c) The number and percentage of such cases that have resulted in sanctions, with 

information on the country of origin of the perpetrator and the nature of the penalties imposed. 

57. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, and by type 

of crime, on: 

 (a) The number of children in detention facilities, and the average stay, 

disaggregated by pretrial detention, such as in police cells, and in prison;  

 (b) The number of children referred to diversion and non-custodial sentencing 

options. 
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  Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict 

58. Please provide data, disaggregated as described in paragraph 37 above, on: 

 (a) The number of asylum-seeking and refugee children entering the State Party 

from areas where children may have been recruited or used in hostilities;  

 (b) The number of children who benefit from physical and psychological recovery 

and social reintegration measures. 

    


	List of issues prior to submission of the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Morocco*
	I. New developments
	II. Rights under the Convention and the Optional Protocols thereto
	A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (6))
	Legislation
	Comprehensive policy and strategy
	Coordination
	Independent monitoring
	Allocation of resources
	Data collection
	Dissemination, awareness-raising and training
	Cooperation with civil society
	Child rights and the business sector

	B. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)
	Non-discrimination
	Best interests of the child
	Right to life, survival and development
	Respect for the views of the child

	C. Civil and political rights (arts. 7, 8 and 13–17)
	Birth registration, name and nationality
	Freedom of thought, conscience and religion
	Access to appropriate information

	D. Violence against children (arts. 19, 24 (3), 28 (2), 34, 35, 37 (a) and 39 of the Convention, and the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography)
	Abuse, neglect, sexual abuse and exploitation
	Harmful practices
	Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

	E. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9–11, 18 (1) and (2), 20, 21, 25 and 27 (4))
	Family environment
	Children deprived of a family environment

	F. Children with disabilities (art. 23)
	G. Health (arts. 6, 24 and 33)
	H. Standard of living (arts. 18 (3), 26 and 27 (1)–(3))
	I. Children’s rights and the environment (arts. 2, 3, 6, 12, 13, 15, 17, 19, 24 and 26–31)
	J. Education, leisure and cultural activities (arts. 28–31)
	Education and the right to play

	K. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 (b)–(d) and 38–40 of the Convention, and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict)
	Asylum-seeking, refugee and migrant children
	Children belonging to minority groups
	Economic exploitation, including child labour
	Children in street situations
	Sale, trafficking and abduction
	Administration of child justice
	Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict


	III. Statistical information and data
	A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (6))
	B.  Definition of the child (art. 1)
	C. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)
	D. Civil and political rights (arts. 7, 8 and 13–17)
	E. Violence against children (arts. 19, 24 (3), 28 (2), 34, 35 and 37 (a))
	Harmful practices
	Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

	F. Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9–11, 18 (1) and (2), 20, 21, 25 and 27 (4))
	G. Children with disabilities (art. 23)
	H. Health (arts. 6, 24 and 33)
	I. Standard of living (arts. 18 (3), 26 and 27 (1)–(3))
	J. Education, leisure and cultural activities (arts. 28–31)
	K. Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 (b)–(d) and 38–40 of the Convention, and the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict)
	Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict



