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The neeting was called to order at 10.15 a.m

CONSI DERATI ON OF REPORTS, COMMENTS AND | NFORMVATI ON SUBM TTED BY STATES PARTI ES
UNDER ARTI CLE 9 OF THE CONVENTI ON (agenda item 4) (continued)

Fourteenth periodic report of Cyprus (CERD/ ¢/ 299/ Add. 19;
HRI / CORE/ 1/ Add. 21/ Rev. 1 (conti nued)

1. At the invitation of the Chairman the nenbers of the del egation of
Cyprus resuned their places at the Comrmittee table.

2. M. EFTYCH QU (Cyprus), replying to questions raised at the

1278t h neeting by the Country Rapporteur, M. Rechetov, said that the
denographic information given in the report (CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 19) and the core
docunent (HRI/CORE/ 1/ Add. 28/ Rev. 1) was the nost reliable that could be
supplied at present. Regarding in particular the Turkish Cypriot comunity,
since the Turkish invasion of 1974 the conpetent authorities in Cyprus had
been forcibly prevented by the Turkish army from undertaki ng any census or
data collection in the occupied territory. Al data was therefore based on
Turki sh Cypriot sources and estimates of population trends. The estimated
popul ati on breakdown was as follows: 83.9 per cent G eek Cypriots;

12 per cent Turkish Cypriots; 3 per cent foreign nationals; 0.6 per cent
Maronites; 0.4 per cent Arnenians; 0.1 per cent Latins. Estimtes of the
popul ati on of the Turkish Cypriot comrunity in the occupied area were further
conplicated by the settlenment of |arge nunmbers of Turkish citizens as well as
the em gration of many Turkish Cypriots since 1974. Taking as a basis the
1973 census, which had put the Turkish Cypriot population at 116, 000, Turkish
Cypriot press reports indicating that sone 25 per cent of that popul ation
(26,800) had em grated since 1974, and Turki sh Cypriot sources clainng that
the total popul ation of the occupied area now stood at 198,215, it could be
assunmed that 89,200 were Turkish Cypriots and the remai ni ng 109, 000 nust be
Turki sh settlers.

3. Likewise it was difficult to provide specific information on the
economi ¢ situation of Turkish Cypriots since the Republic of Cyprus, with its
fully-fl edged market econony, did not differentiate between the nenbers of its
economical ly active popul ation on the basis of ethnic or religious status.

4, Wth reference to the inplenentation of articles 2 and 6, apart fromthe
conplaints filed by foreign donestic staff mentioned in the report (paras. 4
and 14), there had been several cases of appeal s agai nst decisions by the
Department of Inmigration relating to citizenship, refusal of entry and

expul sion. They were not considered to be cases of racial discrimnation
since the decisions appeal ed against were in keeping with the Citizenship Law
and the Aliens and Inmgration Laws, whose provisions were not racially

di scrimnatory.

5. The people referred to as “Latins” in the denographic data were
descendants of the Frankish Lusignans and the Veneti ans who had rul ed over the
i sland before it had becone part of the Otoman Enpire. The Latins identified
t hemsel ves on the basis of their common Catholic faith.
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6. Economi c rel ati ons between the two main communities on the island were
virtually inpossible on account of the systematic policy of the Turkish
occupying forces to keep the two comunities apart. Repeated efforts by the
Government of Cyprus to involve the Turkish Cypriots in internationa

negoti ations, including the recent tal ks concerning accession to the European
Uni on, had al ways been rejected by the Turkish side, as had efforts by third
parties to achieve a rapprochenent between the two comunities. That
notwi t hst andi ng, the Governnent of Cyprus had endeavoured over the years to
ensure that Turkish Cypriots enjoyed the benefits and facilities of other
Cypriot citizens, as was borne out by the Secretary-General's relevant report
to the Human Ri ghts Conmi ssion (E/ CN. 4/1998/55). Regrettably the sane could
not be said of the Greek and Maronite Cypriots living in the occupied
territory, who were unable to exercise their basic rights. A case had
recently been brought before the European Court of Human Ri ghts concerning one
such citizen who was denied access to her property. The verdict of the Court
was that such matters fell within the jurisdiction of Turkey.

7. In reply to questions by Ms. Sadiq Ali, he explained that the illega
visit of the Turkish President to the occupied territory was but one of a
series of visits by high-ranking Turkish politicians, including the Turkish
Prime Mnister, at a tinme when cel ebrations were being held in the occupied
area to mark the Turkish invasion of 1974. The Turkish President's visit
could only be interpreted as another step by Turkey to further entrench itself
in the occupied area, particularly in the Iight of recent declarations about
the incorporation of Cyprus into Turkey.

8. According to 1996 statistics, the main countries of origin of foreign
housemai ds in Cyprus were the Philippines, Sri Lanka, G eece, Bulgaria
Lebanon and Sweden. A nore detail ed breakdown could be provided in future
reports.

9. The Cypriot education system ainmed to provide the broadest possible
education to all students, taking account of the country's own history,
culture and traditions. Schools in Cyprus celebrated inportant internationa
anni versaries including Human Ri ghts Day, United Nations Day and the
International Day for the Elimnation of Racial Discrimnnation, thereby
exposing their children to information that went far beyond the confines of
Eur ope

10. Respondi ng to queries by M. Val encia Rodriguez, he said that the bil
providing for the protection of refugees was intended to set the paraneters
for granting political asylumto refugees and to elimnate any discrimnation
on grounds of ethnic origin.

11. Anmong the conditions to be net before the Imm gration Departnent coul d
issue a foreigner with a work permt was a shortage of |abour in a given
sector as certified by the Mnistry of Labour and Social Insurance. The
shortage of donestic staff was so great that it had been deci ded that the

I mmi gration Departnment could issue the relevant permits w thout requiring a
prior report fromthe Mnistry of Labour and Social |nsurance. Perhaps that
was what M. Val encia Rodriguez had neant by doubl e standards in issuing work
permts?
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12. The question by M. de Gouttes concerning conplaints of racial
discrimnation and their followup had been dealt with in part in the reply to
M. Rechetov's question about the inplenmentation of articles 2 and 6.
However, it was worth noting that, as a result of a conplaint |odged by a
foreign domestic worker, the Onbudsman had concluded that there was

di scrimnation against foreign donestic staff, whose conpl ai nts about
conditions of enploynent were not treated in the same way as those of other
foreign workers. The Government had therefore set up a nmechani sm whereby al
forei gn workers who considered that their terns of enploynent had been
violated could | odge a conplaint with the Mnistry of Labour and Socia

I nsur ance.

13. On the subject of the training of public officers, the Governnent's

Per sonnel Departnment had recently informed the Law Comm ssioner that the new
curriculum for education and retraining of public servants would henceforth

i nclude international agreenments, particularly those relating to human rights.

14. In answer to M. Yutzis' questions, he said that, follow ng the
recommendati ons of the Orbudsman, the police no |onger investigated enpl oynment
conplaints by foreign donestic staff, and the Mnistry of Labour was
henceforth responsi ble, on a permanent basis, for housemaids as for all other
foreign workers. Wth reference to illegal acts or inproper conduct by an
adm nistrative authority, the post of Orbudsman had been instituted as an
addi ti onal safeguard agai nst such violations of individual rights. Follow ng
a 1994 recommendati on of the Orbudsman, citizenship was now granted
automatically to all children of a Cypriot citizen, regardless of which parent
was the citizen. As to the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation, it was a public
corporation adm nistered by a Board of Directors appointed by the Council of
M nisters. The nenbers of the Board served in their personal capacity and
acted i ndependently of the CGovernnent. |t was a non-profit organization
devoting its entire income - derived fromcontributions by the public,
advertising and government subsidies when necessary - to providing

i nformation, culture and entertai nnent.

15. Concerning the political system the two major Cypriot conmunities
served in Parlianent according to a non-derogable constitutional quota system
70 per cent of the seats were allocated to G eek Cypriots and 30 per cent to
Turki sh Cypriots. Menbers of the smaller Cypriot comunities opted freely to
bel ong to one or the other mgjor community and enjoyed the same politica
rights as its other nmenbers; and they were, further, entitled to elect an
additional community representative to Parlianent outside the quota system
Thus, the systemdid not nake for tensions between political parties and
smaller religious nmnorities because they were not running for the sane
parliamentary seats.

16. Concerning the enploynment of Miuslins as civil servants, any Mislim or
Christian, regardless of ethnic origin, could be enployed in the civil service
if he or she was a citizen; aliens too could be enployed in the civil service
if they were married to a citizen and fulfilled certain residency conditions.

17. In answer to M. van Boven's questions, he said that the Constitution
was the suprene | aw of the | and and that nunicipal |aw had superior force to
i nternational instruments, which could be directly invoked if they were



CERD/ ¢/ SR. 1279
page 5

sel f-executing or if there was specific enacting legislation, as in the case
of the Convention, which had been enacted by law 11 (I11) of 1992. One of the
tasks of the two national institutions being established for the pronotion and
protection of human rights was to nmake recomendati ons for bringing Cypriot
legislation into line with the international human rights treaties.

18. As to recourse available to victins of discrimnation, they could, under
article 146 of the Constitution, institute |egal proceedi ngs agai nst any
organ, authority or person for the recovery of danmages or for any other
remedy. In addition, crimnal courts could award conpensation to victins of
crines, and the Republic was liable for any wongful act or om ssion causing
damage conmitted by public officials in the exercise of their duties.

19. General Recomendation Xl on the training of |aw enforcenment officials
had been conmplied with, and courses had in fact been given for a nunber of
years at the Police Acadeny concerning the provisions of the Convention and
the other human rights instrunents; seminars and |ectures in which the
Attorney-General hinself would take part were al so being organized.
Unfortunately, biconmunal activities sponsored by the United Nations Force in
Cyprus (UNFI CYP) and others renmi ned suspended because of the Turkish
occupation forces' ban on Turkish Cypriot participation, a situation referred
to by the Secretary-General in his report on the United Nations operation in
Cyprus (S/1998/488, para. 33).

20. The Governnent translated all binding international instruments into the
of ficial |anguages before ratification and published them as part of Cypri ot
law in the Oficial Gazette. Consequently, |awers and any other interested
parties were nade aware of their provisions and could invoke them when
appropriate. The National Institution for the Pronpotion and Protection of
Human Rights to be established woul d be conposed of representatives of the
Attorney-Ceneral, of the Mnistries of Foreign Affairs, Finance, Interior
Justice and Public Order, Labour and Social |nsurance, and Education and
Culture, of the Orbudsman and of any other mnistry or departnent deemed
necessary by the Chairman of the Institution. It would also include
representatives of human rights organi zations, the University of Cyprus, the
House of Representatives and professional organizations working in rel evant
fields.

21. Responding to M. Diaconu, he explained that Cyprus had two officia

| anguages, Greek and Turkish, at |east one of which was spoken by its
citizens. Menbers of mnority comunities m ght al so speak other | anguages,
such as Armenian, ltalian or Arabic. The full inplementation of article 4 of
the Convention was ensured by law 11 (111) of 1992, which made crim na

of fences of the acts covered by article 4; that |aw would shortly be anmended
as the Conmittee had recommended. Regarding violations of rights in the
private sector, individuals had recourse to civil proceedings for
conpensation, restitution or declaratory judgenment or, in the case of
irreparable injury, an injunction; private crimnal proceedings; and appeal s
in both civil and crimnal cases.

22. He assured the Conmittee that its comrents would be conveyed to his
Government and that any unanswered question would be dealt with in the next
periodi c report.
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23. The CHAI RMAN, speaking as a menber of the Committee, observed that the
del egation of Cyprus had confined its conments concerning relations between
the Turkish Cypriot and G eek Cypriot comunities to the situation follow ng
t he Turkish invasion of 1974. He, on the other hand, was particularly
interested in the root cause of the tension between the two comunities, which
clearly predated the Turkish occupation. He recalled that while visiting the
island prior to 1974 he had been surprised to see so many Turki sh and G eek
flags flying on private property, and the flag of Cyprus on display only on
public sites and buildings. He wondered whether the reason for such hatred
was religious or historical, which nmight possibly be traced back to the

O toman Enpire. Was there any hope that the problem m ght be resolved in
future, and that the two conmunities might learn to |live together peacefully?
The situation in Cyprus was not unique, and there were other countries in the
worl d where different communities were unable to |ive together in harnony.

24. He woul d al so wel come nore information on the official |anguages used in
Cyprus. The Turkish Cypriot comunity, irrespective of its size, should have
access to the texts of inportant international agreements in its native

| anguage.

25. Lastly, he was fully aware that Cyprus was well informed about and
enj oyed good relations with countries outside Europe, notably on account of
its menmbership of the Non-Aligned Movenent.

26. M. GARVALOV, while welconm ng the prospect of nore detailed informtion
in future reports, nonethel ess sought answers to sone of the nore specific
guestions he had raised at the previous neeting. Wth reference to

par agraph 69 of the report, he inquired whether all gypsies in Cyprus were in
fact Muslins. Furthernore, he wondered how the del egati on could reconcile the
statement in paragraph 68 of the report to the effect that communities in
Cyprus were divided according to their religious beliefs and not according to
their ethnic origin with the ratification by Cyprus of the (European)
Framewor k Convention for the Protection of National Mnorities, in which the
concept of national mnority was certainly not restricted to religious
beliefs.

27. He asked whet her foreign domestic workers were famliar with the

provi sions of the Convention and, if so, whether they could invoke it in a
court of law. It appeared fromthe information furnished that, unless
conplaints from such workers involved acts of violence, which would be

foll owed up by the police authorities, they were regarded as pertaining to

| abour relations and therefore came within the conpetence of the Mnistry of
Labour.

28. M. van BOVEN said that he hoped that the Republic of Cyprus would
provi de further information on the establishnent of the National Institution
for the Pronotion and Protection of Human Rights in its fifteenth periodic
report. That the Institution would apparently include representatives of
national mnistries and departnents m ght nake it | ess independent. The
Government might wish to bear that in nind while the Institution was still at
t he pl anni ng stage.
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29. M. de GOUTTES asked how t he Orbudsman and the new human rights body
woul d work together and whet her the Orbudsman was conpetent to receive
conplaints of racial discrimnation

30. M. EFTYCH QU (Cyprus) said, in response to the Chairman's personal
conmment and questions, that the situation at the tine of his visit to Cyprus
had to be considered in a historical context. Until 1960, Cyprus had had
little or no experience of independent statehood, which nmeant that Cypriots,
deprived of statehood, had al so been deprived of the synbols that went with
it. Once they had been allowed to enjoy them they had been deeply attached
to them Furthernore, the Constitution of the Republic of Cyprus had
established that citizens of Cyprus could continue to fly the flag of the
Republic, or the Geek or Turkish flag without restriction

31. As to the future reunification of the people of Cyprus, historically
Cypriots had al ways been able to find a conprom se and solutions to their

probl ems. \What had happened in 1974 was seen by both Greek and Turki sh
Cypriots as the work of third parties, not the fault of either community. The
frustration of facing problens that were not of their own maki ng woul d provide
enough of a catalyst for the people of Cyprus, once the machi nati ons of those
third parties were thwarted, to live in harnony.

32. In response to further questions, he said that G eek and Turkish were
both official |anguages of the Republic of Cyprus. On the subject of gypsies,
he assunmed that the statenent in paragraph 69 of the report
(CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 19) referred to a period when the Republic had been in the
process of being established and communities had opted for one religion or
another. The question on the interpretation of national mnorities would be
answered in witing or in the subsequent report. The del egation would pass on
the Committee’ s conments regarding the conposition of the proposed Human
Rights Institution. In Cyprus, the Orbudsnman was known as the Comn ssioner
for Adm nistration. The Comr ssioner was conpetent to investigate conplaints
of racial discrimnation where the charges were | evell ed agai nst

adm ni strative authorities.

33. M. RECHETOV (Country Rapporteur) applauded the frank and busi nessli ke
manner in which the del egation of Cyprus had approached its di scussions with
the Committee, thus providing a good exanple for other reporting States. Many
i nportant and fundanental issues had been raised, not |east the insane
situation that could arise when one community was pitted agai nst anot her

power was abused and the nationalist issue was used for selfish gains.

34. He woul d |ike an answer to the question raised by M. Garval ov regarding
forei gn donestic workers and the recourse available to themin the event of
raci al discrimnation.

35. He expressed his dismay at the situation in the Republic of Cyprus which
prevented the population from enjoying human rights to the full

36. The del egation of Cyprus withdrew.
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ORGANI ZATI ONAL AND OTHER MATTERS (agenda item 2) (continued)

Form of concl udi ng observati ons

37. M. BANTON said that at its fifty-first session, the Comrittee had begun
to consi der possible changes to the five-section format for concl udi ng
observations, to try and sinplify them and establish a sounder basis for

di al ogue with States parties. Fromthe discussion during the ninth nmeeting of
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, it appeared that certain
conmittees found the existing structure somewhat restrictive, particularly
insofar as they felt that they were unable to include comments under the
section entitled “Suggestions and recommendations” if the same comments had
not al ready been nade under the section “Principal subjects of concern”

38. At the fifty-second session, he had drafted a proposa
(CERD/ C/ 52/ M sc. 24) to meke the concl udi ng observati ons nore flexible.

Menmbers of the Conmittee had also tried drafting two versions of the

concl udi ng observations (A and B) on the reports of some States parties. The
Committee had subsequently opted for the nore traditional format for

concl udi ng observations in nost cases, but not all. Further discussion was
needed because the draft concludi ng observations on Croatia and Cyprus were

al ready being prepared. Any proposals by nmenbers of the Conmittee should take
account of paragraphs 32 and 33 of the report of the ninth neeting of persons
chairing the human rights treaty bodies (A 53/125).

39. The CHAIRMAN said that the first issue worrying himwas the | ength of
the Committee’ s concl udi ng observations, which should include no nmore than a
summary of the issues on which there had been agreenent. The second question
was how to ensure conpliance with article 9, paragraph 2, of the Convention
which stated that the Cormittee’s suggestions and reconmendati ons shoul d be
reported to the General Assenbly together with comments, if any, from States
parties.

40. M. BANTON said that there were advantages to having procedures that
were comon to all human rights treaty bodies, both for the Committee and for
the States parties. The Chairman should take up his second source of concern
at the tenth nmeeting of chairpersons.

41. The CHAIRMAN said that the extent to which the Conmittee could
coordinate with other treaty bodies was Iimted. He did not agree that the
reports of such bodies should all use the sane format since their conventions
and treaties differed. Furthernore, the Comrittee had been a pioneer and its
Rul es of Procedure (CERD/ C/ 35/ Rev.3) had inspired other treaty bodies.

42. M. van BOVEN said that there should be no major changes in the form of
the concl udi ng observations prepared at the current session, since they would
appear in the Comrittee's report to the General Assenbly al ongside those from
t he previous session in March 1998, which had been prepared according to the

old format. Any changes should take effect only fromthe next session in

Mar ch 1999.

43. M. de GOUTTES agreed that concl uding observations produced during the
current session should follow the old format.
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44, He asked how conments from States parties could best be included in the
report to the General Assenbly in order to ensure conpliance with
article 9 (2) of the Convention. |In the past, letters from States parties had

been circulated to the nenbers, but had not always been included in the
report. The comments could be incorporated into the concludi ng observations
t hemsel ves or annexed to the report. Perhaps the practice of other treaty
nmoni tori ng bodi es m ght provide an exanple for the Commttee to follow

45. He considered that the Conmittee did not pay enough attention to the
action taken by States parties to follow up the points made in concl udi ng
observations. A new section on follow up could be added to the concl uding
observations, although that woul d defeat the object of naking them nore
concise. Alternatively, States parties could be asked to include a section in
their report to indicate how they had followed up the Comrittee's conments and
guestions after the consideration of their previous report. The Commttee
agai nst Torture, for exanple, specifically requested such information in its
general guidelines regarding the formand contents of periodic reports

(CAT/ C/ 14/ Rev. 1) .

46. M. GARVALOV said that the Committee should constantly review the fruits
of its labours - namely, its concluding observations - and perfect them
However, it was inportant to ensure that the concludi ng observations were
uniformin content as well as style. For exanple, the Comrittee frequently
call ed upon States parties to consider making the declaration provided for in
article 14 of the Convention and had agreed on a form of | anguage and its
place in the text of the concluding observations, but on occasion entered into
ot her considerations. In its concluding observations on the report of

Bul garia in 1997 (A/52/18, para. 275 et seq.), for instance, the Comm ttee had
wel comed Bul garia's declaration in respect of article 14, but had then gone on
to raise further issues, arising fromthat declaration, which should properly
have been included in the section “Principal subjects of concern”. If States
parties were confronted by requests for nore information fromthe Commttee as
soon as they made the declaration under article 14, others m ght be

di scouraged from doi ng the sane.

47. States parties' comrents need not physically formpart of the
Conmittee's report to the General Assenbly. The report mght, for instance,
contain a footnote indicating that the State party's comrents appeared in
anot her docunent and giving the docunent synbol.

48. The CHAIRMAN said that, in his understanding of article 9, paragraph 2,
of the Convention, the State party's coments should be closely associ ated
with the Committee's report. M. CGarvalov's suggestion m ght not provide a
cl ose enough Iink

49. M. SHERIFIS agreed with M. van Boven that any changes to the form of
concl udi ng observations should take effect fromthe next session in

March 1999. Any conments by States parties should forman annex to the
Committee's report, rather than appearing in the body of the concl uding
observations. He drewthe Committee's attention to another potential problem
comments from States parties mght be nuch | onger than the concl udi ng
observations. It mght be possible to set alimt on their length, or
summari ze them but the State party m ght object to either of those sol utions.
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It was al so inportant to consider the possible consequences of including
States parties' comrents on a regular basis. States parties would have to be
rem nded of their right to comment on concl udi ng observations, if they saw
fit, and all owance nust be made for the possibility that every State party

m ght wish to do so

50. The CHAIRMAN said that the concludi ng observations nerely sumrari zed the
Committee's discussion during its neetings. States parties had the
opportunity to comment during the debate, if they w shed. Also, the summary
records of the discussion would be available at the General Assenbly if States
parties wished to raise any issues there.

51. M. SHAHI said that States parties' comments should be linked as closely
as possible to the Commttee's report. That would be sinple in the case of
reports considered at the March session, but it would be rmuch nmore difficult
for those considered at the August session. States parties would have very
little tinme to submt their comments before the Conmittee' s report was

consi dered by the General Assenbly. Any coments received after that would
have to be included in the Conmttee's next report, which was surely not
desirabl e.

52. He agreed that it would be better, in principle, to establish a uniform
format for concluding observations, to be followed by all the treaty bodies,
but acknow edged that that would be difficult in view of their differing
mandat es. Concl udi ng observations should not be made too short, or they would
be nmerely cryptic. It nmight be possible to conbine the sections “Principa
subj ects of concern” and “Suggesti ons and recomendati ons” in one section, to
avoi d repetition.

53. M. DIACONU said that although changes were definitely needed, the form
of the concludi ng observations should not be changed until the next session
He agreed that the sections on concerns and reconmendati ons coul d perhaps be
combi ned.

54. States parties' comments had been included in the report in the past.

For exanple, in the Committee's previous report (A/52/18), comrents by the
Governnment of the Philippines had been annexed to the report, although only as
annex VI11. They should be given higher priority, by being included as

annex |, and their presence should be indicated by a footnote in the main body
of the text.

55. He took M. Shahi's point that States parties whose reports were
considered in the August session would have little tine to submt their
comments. Perhaps a time |limt - say the mddle of Septenber - could be set
for comrents from States parties. Any conments arriving after that could be
i ssued as an addendumto the report.

56. The CHAI RMAN suggested that menbers should subnmit their suggestions in
writing to the Secretariat so that a decision could be taken at the next
sessi on.

57. M. YUTZIS agreed that the old format should be used for reports
considered at the current session and that States parties' conmments should be
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annexed to the report, with a cross-reference in the main text. States
parties should be asked to limt the Iength of their coments, say to two
pages.

57. Ms. ZOU Deci suggested that the Committee should take a firm decision
at the current session about the changes to be nade to the concl uding
observations, and then apply them fromthe next session, or no progress would
be made at all. She felt that States parties' coments shoul d appear in the
main text of the report, rather than as an annex, where they would attract
little attention. Although it was true that States parties' comrents m ght be
| onger than the Committee's concl udi ng observations, she did not consider that
to be a problem

58. M_. van BOVEN agreed that any changes shoul d be decided at the current
session, if possible, to save time. No mmjor changes were needed: the format
of the concludi ng observations had been steadily inproved over the years, for
instance with the deletion of the old “narrative” section. The concluding
observations were now nore specific and gave better gui dance about foll ow up
by States parties. |If they were shortened further, their quality and

ef fectiveness m ght be reduced.

59. M. SHAHI observed that there seenmed to be a consensus that the current
format of the concludi ng observations should be retained, with a later
decision to be taken on the issue of nore uniformreporting by the various
treaty bodies.

60. M. BANTON said that he had no di sagreement with the Chairman on the

di fferent mandates of the various treaty bodies, but considered that it would
be to the advantage of the Commttee, the States parties and all others
concerned to keep to a common practice as closely as possible.

61. M. GARVALQV, agreeing that the current format of the concl uding
observations should be retained for the noment, suggested, however, that the
secretariat, in preparing the Commttee's report, could perhaps highlight the
fact that a given State party had commented on the concludi ng observati ons by
indicating with an asterisk that the specific comments were to be found in a
particul ar annex.

62. The CHAIRMAN said he took it that the Committee wi shed to have the
concl udi ng observations follow the old format at the current session and to
have nenbers subnit suggestions for changes in witing to the secretariat, so
that a final decision could be reached on the issue at the beginning of the
next session in March 1999

63. It was so deci ded.

O her matters

64. The CHAIRMAN said that he would wel cone the advice of M. Banton and
ot her nmenbers on issues to be taken up at the nmeeting of chairpersons in
Sept enber .
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65. M. van BOVEN said that in addition to the situations schedul ed for

consi deration under agenda item 3, there were other devel opnments of concern -
such as the recent Australian |aw seriously affecting the rights of
Aboriginals and the situation in Chiapas in Mexico - that would warrant asking
the States parties in question to expedite their reports and respond
specifically to those points.

66. M. BANTON said that it would be preferable to ask Australia sinply to
provi de further information on the point at issue under article 9.1, which
woul d be a speedier procedure than asking it to expedite a periodic report
contai ning the requisite updated information

67. The CHAI RMAN requested a witten proposal from M. van Boven, his own
suggestion being that the States parties could be asked to send
representatives to the current session under urgent action procedures to

di scuss the points.

68. M. van BOVEN said that the matter needed further thought, but that he
woul d prepare draft decisions, in consultation with other nenbers, for
circulation at the next neeting.

69. M. GARVALQV said that one of the issues to be taken up during the
forthcom ng di al ogue with the Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights was the
qguestion of the Wirld Conference agai nst Raci smand Raci al Di scrimnation
Xenophobi a and Rel ated I ntol erance, and proposed an informal nmeeting with the
Committee's three-nenber contact group prior to that discussion

70. M. SHAHI said, with reference to the dialogue with the United Nations
Hi gh Commi ssioner for Human Rights, that the article on the outlook for the
United Nations to which he had drawn attention the previous day had now been
circulated to nenbers of the Cormittee, and suggested that any conments on it
m ght be nade at the next neeting.

The neeting rose at 12.45 p. m




